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Welcome to the Feast of Tabernacles 2021. I hope everyone is enjoying the Feast wherever it is in the 
world that you are right now. This sermon is being pre-recorded, and so far everything is looking preEy 
good. It looks like we’re going to be able to come together for the Feast. So, that’s preEy awesome 
especially considering last year, and well, even this year some aren’t going to be able to, but I was one of 
those that wasn’t able to aEend last year because of Covid, but this year, you know, like I said, if 
everything goes to plan, I’ll be there, or here, I guess I should say. And yeah, we just got to remember 
that things are going to be geIng a lot worse out there, and in the Jme that remains that whenever we 
can get together, hopefully, we’re all able to take full advantage of that, to be in fellowship. 

Doing this recording here in this new liEle studio setup, and this is a first for me. It’s kind of strange. The 
room is quite dark and there are some giant lamps here. One of them is a couple feet across. It’s very 
bright. So, if you can imagine being in a dark room and having somebody shine flashlights in your eyes, 
that’s kind of what I’m experiencing right now. So, if you see me squinJng at some point here when I 
look up, that’s probably why, because I don’t know, hopefully my eyes adjust. So, we’ll see how this goes. 

Anyway, let’s go ahead and jump right into the sermon this morning. The Jtle of today’s sermon is 
Growing in Favor through Trust. 

It’s important that as we move forward in Jme that we have a close relaJonship with God. We want Him 
on our sides at all Jmes. Because what we are about to enter, like I was just saying, is going to make 
Covid look like such a cakewalk. Reading through the first chapter of the new book it really brings home 
how much of a shock this world is in for and how ugly things are going to get. 

The world is going to be brought to humility, and we’re going to be along for the ride. We’re going to be 
tested. When that Jme comes, we want God to be able to fight our baEles for us. We are going to want 
Him fully on our side. So, today we are going to look at how we can make sure that we are close to Him 
and what we need to do to guarantee that it stays like that. 

We’re going to look more in depth into what grace and faith are all about, and we are going to see how 
they play such an important role in God’s plan for His Family, especially at this momentous Jme when 
the Millennium arrives, and God begins to work with a much larger number of people. 

Grace and faith are two words that I don’t parJcularly like. The world has so abused them, and 
someJmes if we aren’t careful some of those noJons can taint our own understanding, and if not taint, 
then at least they can take away or hide the true meaning of what the words are really about. 
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For those who were a part of the Worldwide Church of God, I am sure you know what I mean when you 
just look at, you know what the church was renamed to – Grace Communion. That should make us, yeah, 
want to throw up. It’s just so much syrupy sweet fakeness. It’s preEy disgusJng. 

But anyway, let’s start out here by looking at how the word “grace” is used in scripture in the Old 
Testament. InteresJngly enough, the word for grace in Hebrew was translated 38 Jmes as “grace” and 
26 Jmes as “favor.” So, that shows already how these words are very similar. 

Let’s look at the first instance of when it was used in the Old Testament with that of Noah. So, if you’ll 
turn over with me to Genesis 6:7. We all know the story here; mankind became wicked and they’re evil 
in all their ways. 

When we come to Genesis 6:7 and it says, So, the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I 
have made them. We know that this word here for “sorry” isn’t really necessarily the best translaJon. A 
lot of Jmes, you know, that it says even “regreEed it,” and we know that God didn’t actually regret it. 
But it’s interesJng this word actually just means, that the root of it in Hebrew just means “to sigh 
deeply.” So, you can imagine, you know, seeing God and seeing what was taking place on the earth and 
just leIng out a big sigh, you know, like, really, “It’s sad to see but…” Yeah, that’s what was happening. 

So, in verse 8 it says, But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

And in verse 9 says, This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generaNons. 
Noah walked with God. So, because Noah walked with God, he found grace in His eyes. He found favor, 
and he and his family, as we know, were saved from the flood. 

Let’s look at another verse really quick here. Let’s turn over to Numbers 11:11, and it says, So, Moses 
said to the LORD, Why have You afflicted Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, 
that You have laid the burden of all these people on me? So, here Moses is basically complaining that 
he has to work with far too many people, and so he’s asking God, “Have I not found favor in Your sight?” 
Like, “What are you doing to me here? And if I have, then please give me some help!” That is exactly 
what God did in this instance, as we know. 

So anyway, we see that these translaJons, whether it’s this “favor” or “grace,” it’s the same word that 
was used in the Hebrew and they’re used interchangeably, and we don’t need to go through every 
instance here. But what these two examples do show, is how “grace” and “favor” are used in almost all 
of the instances in the Old Testament, and that is it’s used in conjuncJon with finding it in somebody’s 
sight or their eyes, and the vast majority of cases it’s oeen referring to God. 

So, you have these expressions, “if I have found favor in Your sight,” or “if I have found favor in Your 
eyes,” and in fact, the word is not really used outside of this context very oeen. I started to count 
through, and I saw that the first 49 of the 69 Jmes that it is used in the Old Testament, it is used in this 
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combinaJon, and it’s used some more aeerwards, but I just got Jred of counJng. But you get the 
picture. 

So, this expression is very similar to how we speak today when we say, you know if someone is in 
someone’s “good graces.” That means, basically, that you are in one’s favor, that you’ve earned their 
approval or regard. 

So, based on this expression, we can see how those in the Old Testament were constantly seeking God’s 
approval. In the Old Testament it was based on their obeying what God commanded. We know that unJl 
Abraham, only a few people walked side-by-side with God, like we just read about, Noah as well. 

But aeerwards, God began to work with a physical naJon. The Israelites were God’s special people. In 
other words, they were favored by God. They were favored far more above any other people on the 
earth. That special relaJonship began with Abraham and through his obedience and trust in God, and 
the physical Israelites were able to receive favor from God because of Abraham’s acJons. 

Abraham earned God’s approval. That doesn’t mean that Abraham was perfect, by any means, but God 
looked into the heart, and He saw that Abraham’s heart was in the right place. God recognizes that we 
are handicapped, so to say, and He built something into us that fights against His way of life. That is 
where God’s mercy comes into play. Because He has to show us mercy because, “The wages of sin is 
death.” 

So, we see that God gives out His favor as a help. All of these scriptures in the Old Testament speak to 
that. The writers understand that they need God’s help, and they are constantly seeking it. They want to 
have His favor, His grace, and they know that at the same Jme that God, the Almighty Ever ExisJng One, 
is not obliged to give it to us. 

Those few that were worked with in the Old Testament are always seeking God’s grace and favor. They 
understood that to sin was to go against God. If you go against someone, why would they give you favor? 
So, they really understood that what they were asking from God was a lot, because everyone sins, no 
one is perfect. That is why they always used this type of speech that makes them sound small. Like, 
“Harken Your ear onto me.” This is like a sort of a plea to God, begging Him, basically, to have mercy and 
consider their peJJons. This is the only way that God would listen to them, and they were showing 
humility. 

Now, let’s look a liEle deeper into this word for “favor” and “grace” that is used in the Old Testament. 
“Favor,” of course, is a noun, and in the Hebrew, it is “hen.” I believe they pronounce it “hein.” Sounds 
kind of Dutch. But there is another version of this same word that is used as a verb and it’s “hanan.” 
What’s interesJng about this verb is that it literally means “to bend or to stoop.” This is where you can 
start to have a liEle bit of addiJonal or see a liEle bit of addiJonal meaning in the word that comes into 
play. Because what are you doing if you bend or stoop to someone? Well, it’s a way of showing humility. 
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We don’t really use “grace” in its verb form, so usually when it’s translated into English its translated as 
“to be gracious” or “to be dealt with graciously,” and someJmes even as “making supplicaJon.” 

That last one is very interesJng. Let me read a definiJon really quick of “supplicaJon.” It says, 
“SupplicaJon is a form of prayer, wherein one party humbly or earnestly asks another party to provide 
something, either for the party who is doing the supplicaJng (e.g., ‘Please spare my life’) or on behalf of 
someone else.” So, in other words, to ask for favor or grace also means to ask it in a humble and earnest 
manner. 

The verb of “grace” is someJmes translated even as “to have pity.” Maybe that is not the best 
translaJon, but I think it shows, you know, that level of humility that the word also contains. If you ask 
somebody, “Please have pity on me,” it can mean, “Please have mercy on me because,” you know, “I am 
what I am.” That is very much how we should be with our aItude with God as well. 

We are stuck in these carnal bodies, and we must try to overcome, but, of course, you know, we are 
going to have Jmes that we fall on our face. We need to ask God, basically, to understand that this is 
how we are and please to see us as what we are, as these weak, carnal human beings, and to show Him 
as well that our hearts are in the right place. 

But this idea of coming before someone in a stooping manner or bending down, as I menJoned a 
moment ago, it’s showing humility and it’s showing that you recognize that there is a difference in levels. 
We ask God for favor; it must always be with humility. If we don’t ask with a humble aItude then God 
will not work with us, and He sure won’t give us His favor. 

That is a huge point that we need to take note of, because it is exactly what happened with Satan and 
the demons. Their aItude changed and they raised themselves up. They thought they were greater than 
God and they forgot that there is a difference in posiJons and that they are not on the same level as God 
Almighty. 

If we think we are something great, that, of course, can be dangerous for God if He were to give us more 
favor, so He won’t. It’s just that simple. You could say, in general, that humility is needed to receive of 
God’s favor. Now, that doesn’t mean that if you are humble God will work with you automaJcally. There 
are plenty of downtrodden and poor individuals in the world that have a humble spirit and yet God is not 
working with them and has not. That has not been part of His plan in the past 6,000 years. But I can tell 
you, that of those people that God has called, at least at the point of their calling they weren’t cocky and 
they weren’t arrogant, because if that were the case God would not be able to work with them. 

Let’s take a look at how this verb for “grace” and “favor” is someJmes used. I’ve got an example here 
we’re going to check out in Esther 4:8. So, just to refresh in case we have forgoEen, Haman is trying to 
have all of the Jews in the kingdom killed, and Mordecai, who is Esther’s cousin, goes to her and he’s 
telling her, “You goEa go before the king, and you goEa try to get this fixed.” 
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So, right now we’re going to jump into the story here in Esther 4:8 and it says, Also he gave him the copy 
of the wriNng of the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, and showed it to Esther, and 
to declare it to her, and to charge her that she should go unto the king to make supplicaNon unto him, 
and to make request before him for her people. 

So, take note this liEle secJon there where that says, “to make supplicaJon to him.” The verb form of 
“grace” is what’s actually being used here. So, Esther is being told to make supplicaJon unto the king and 
to make a special request to get this decree thrown out. 

Like I menJoned just a bit ago, unfortunately for us, it’s very strange to use the word in this verb form in 
English, and so the translaJons, you know, they usually just throw in “to make” to give it acJon. In 
English, it would also sound strange if we said, “to make favor,” so they put in “supplicaJon” in this case 
for “favor.” In this case, the word “supplicaJon” is carrying some of that meaning that the word “favor” 
or “grace” for us in English is actually lacking, and that missing part, again, is about bending down and 
having humility. 

I really like this example because it’s clear for us to see that, you know, if you are going before a king, 
well, you usually have to bow or literally get on your knee. That is a good way to visualize this aItude. 
Esther was going before the king full of humility when she was peJJoning him. In asking for favor, she 
should be demonstraJng a humble spirit. Esther was really needing to demonstrate humility to the king 
so that he would hopefully hear her peJJon. That is really the fuller meaning of how the word is used in 
Hebrew here. 

There are plenty of other examples I could go into, but I don’t think there is much point in it. We just 
need to keep in mind that favor (or grace) and humility go hand-in-hand. You can’t go asking for favor 
without having a humble spirit and expect to receive any. Think about it with any other example in life 
where you might ask someone for their favor. If you are arrogant and you don’t have a humble spirit, you 
won’t get very far. 

So, so far we have seen how grace and favor worked in the Old Testament. Now let’s go ahead and take a 
look at how things progressed into the New Testament. If you can turn over with me to John 1:14 we’ll 
pick things up there. 

John 1:14 says, And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only bego]en of the Father), full of grace and truth. So, we know that Christ received a 
massive amount of favor from God the Father beginning from when he was first born. Christ had the 
truth and knew it from a very young age. We know that when he was a kid he was dumbfounding the 
scholars of the Jme. 

If we think about Abraham from earlier, he also received a massive amount of God’s favor, and because 
of that was able to have his seed blessed above all others on the earth. The physical naJon of Israel 
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came from him. This allowed for God’s plan to further develop. But for that stretch in Jme, it was 
primarily physical. 

Let’s skip down to verse 17—For the law was given to Moses, but grace and the truth came by Joshua 
Christ. So, this scripture shows the maturaJon of God’s plan. Yes, God gave the law to Moses to then 
give to the people, but Moses could only deliver those laws to the people by showing them and telling 
them what they were. He couldn’t give them any more favor to help them to actually keep these laws. 
He couldn’t place the truth in their minds, of the Israelites. The method for delivering God’s truth was 
totally limited in that aspect. 

But now with Christ everything changed; he came and died for our sins. This opened up the way to make 
it possible for more to have God’s favor. God began to be able to show those He was working with way 
more favor than He did to those of physical Israel. Now we’re able to have Christ living in us and have 
God’s law come into our minds. I touched on that last year at the Feast, about how we are able to begin 
to have God’s law wriEen in our hearts. Christ showed that that overriding law is to love one another as 
he loved us. As we know, that’s agape love, godly love, and if we have that, then we really don’t even 
need to bother with the 10 Commandments, because they’re basically all covered. Agape is that 
overriding law, and it’s all about relaJonships. 

So, look at that scripture again and see how much favor and opportunity the Church has been offered at 
this Jme, and think about how blessed you are to partake in that favor at this Jme when so very few 
have been offered what you have been offered. This is not something we should take for granted or take 
it lightly because we know what Christ had to endure to make it all possible. 

Now, not everyone in the Church is being prepared to be part of the 144,000, but some are, of course. I 
don’t know if anybody has ever done the math just to consider how very few 144,000 people are 
throughout man’s 6,000 years on earth. If you were to take 6,000 and divide it by the 144,000 then you 
would get 24 people per year. So, if it were strictly a yearly harvest and you had the same amount of 
people every year, then there would only be 24 people per year that would become part of the 144,000, 
and if you were born in that 6,000-year Jme period then your odds are preEy small. I’m not saying this 
to discourage anyone, of course, but the reality is, the 144,000 is a really Jny number. 

And you could look at it another way. If you were just to take 7.9 billion people, which is the earth’s 
populaJon as of today and you were to say that all of the 144,000 were to come from those that are 
living today (which, of course, we know is not the case), but just for example’s sake if you were to do that 
then you would have about a 1 in almost 55,000 chance of becoming part of this group of people. 

So, just to put that into perspecJve, I was curious of, like, you know, what would it be, how likely are you 
to get struck by lightning? The NaJonal Weather Service esJmates that you have about a 1 in 15,000 
chance of geIng struck by lightning in your lifeJme. So, just by that staJsJc alone, that means that 
being part of the 144,000 from today’s populaJon, 7.9 billion, means that you are more than three Jmes 
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more likely to be struck by lightning than you would to become a part of the 144,000. That’s not even 
taking into consideraJon, of course, all of the people who have ever lived for the thousands of years 
before. 

So again, these staJsJcs shouldn’t discourage anyone, but instead you should consider how special our 
calling really is. Even if you haven’t been called to be part of the 144,000, but instead to live on into the 
Millennium, you’re sJll very blessed. You have a huge head start over everybody else in the world right 
now. 

So, we should take some Jme and maybe just think about that a liEle bit during the Feast, of, you know, 
how grateful are we for that? And we should be grateful for it, and we should be grateful that God has 
offered us what He has and that He’s shown us the favor that He is showing us now. 

Let’s turn over to Acts 15:11. It says, But we believe that through the grace of our Lord Joshua Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they. So again, this is saying much the same thing again. But it is through 
Christ that we can receive God’s favor, His spirit that can live within us. Without that, we have no chance 
for salvaJon. 

Let’s skip over a few pages to Acts 20:24—But none of these things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of 
the Lord Joshua, to tesNfy the gospel of the grace of God. 

Luke here is talking about his job as a minister, which is to tesJfy to the gospel, the good news about the 
grace of God. In other words, the good news about God’s favor. That favor was starJng to be offered to 
the Church. God was giving His spirit through Christ to anyone who would become a part of the Church. 
No longer was it just limited to a physical naJon, but everyone now had the opportunity to become a 
part of spiritual Israel, everyone in the Church, that is. 

That’s some good news, obviously. Just think how it’s going to change once again when the Millennium is 
here. The Church is about to grow like it has never grown before. That is what the 144,000 have been 
prepared for. They are going to be priests of God and Christ, as it says in RevelaJon, and there is going to 
be much more of Elohim to go around and to help expand God’s plan for mankind. 

Let’s turn over to 2 Peter 3:17-18—You, therefore, beloved, seeing you know these things before, 
beware lest you also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Joshua Christ. To him be glory both 
now and forever. Amen. 

Peter is telling us here that we must grow in grace. So, what does that actually mean? Well, it means that 
if we are steadfast in our beliefs and if we don’t falter, that God will conJnue to give us more favor. He 
will pour out more of His spirit on us. And is there greater favor from God that you could possibly receive 
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than to have His spirit dwelling in your life to help guide you? He can help us with any baEles that we 
come up against. That’s why the scripture says, you know, “If He is for us, who can be against us?” 

Paul is really telling us here to take advantage of what God is offering to those in the Church. We can 
seek God’s favor, and then through the pouring out of His spirit we can also grow in knowledge. Again, 
this is what the gospel of grace is all about that we just read about. 

Paul is admonishing us here to grow in grace, and it’s also interesJng because it implies that we can do 
something to grow in God’s favor, and that is totally true, we can. TradiJonal ChrisJanity likes to think 
that these concepts are staJc, that grace is just something that God gives for free and that that’s the end 
of the story, basically. But what we’re being told here is we’re being told to grow in grace, and it shows 
that there must be a change, that is, going from less grace to more grace. 

Well, that is where we find out that it is merit based, that we must show fruit, we must grow. And if you 
aren’t, then that grace, that favor won’t be growing. 

Let’s see what else Paul has to say about how grace has worked in his life, and we’ll turn over to see an 
example in 1 Corinthians 15:10—But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was 
not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God was with me. 

Now, this verse perfectly explains a balanced understanding of how God’s favor works. Paul recognized 
that by God’s spirit living in him, he is who he is, “That by the grace of God I am what I am.” In other 
words, he wouldn’t have been able to grow to be where he is without God’s favor. Without that favor, he 
would be just like the world, not having access to His spirit. 

Then he says that God’s grace towards him was not in vain, but that he took full advantage of that favor 
that God gave him. Plenty of people through Jme have been given favor by God and have had the 
opportunity to enter into the Church, but so many of them have lee. The favor that God showed them 
did not grow. That iniJal favor that God gave them was, in that sense, in vain. They didn’t grasp a hold of 
it, and they didn’t take advantage. Paul says on the contrary, that he did, it was not in vain.  

He goes on to say that he labored more than the rest but that the result of his labor was not of his doing 
but of God’s favor. So how can that be? Well, it was this favor that he received from God that was able to 
work through him. That’s what made him what he was. That is a spiritual help. He is giving all of the 
credit back to God here and he recognizes what he was without God. 

In verse 9, he talks about how he persecuted the Church. Let’s take a look at that real quick. He said, 
verse 9—For I am the least of the apostles, that am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the Church of God. Paul, he had to have an awful remorse for that. He was very aware of 
what he was without God, and once he was called and given God’s favor, I can only imagine how hard he 
would have worked, always thinking about what he had done in the back of his mind. 
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Now, he just menJoned how he was “the least of the apostles” and saying how he worked harder than 
all of them. He had a lot further to go in many aspects than the other apostles did. I mean, to go from 
being an enemy of God to being one of the apostles was the largest change that happened to any of 
them. The others didn’t persecute the Church. 

Now, some may read verse 10 and think that because he was giving God all the glory that it was only 
because of God, meaning that it was out of Paul’s control. But that is not the whole truth in what he is 
saying here. It was indeed in his control, otherwise he would not menJon how much he had labored. 
What he is really saying is that God blessed him with more favor because he worked so much, but that 
favor that came from God as a result is what brought his increase. 

We need to be balanced in how we look at how this process works. There is work from our side that is 
needed, and the glory goes back to God, but both parJes enjoy the success, both parJes work. 

Just look at what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:6. Let’s turn over there real quick. 1 Corinthians 3:6. He 
says, I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that plants 
anything, neither he that waters; but God that gives the increase. Now, he that plants and he that 
waters are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor. So, we see our 
contribuJon is clearly needed. This scripture gives further insight into what Paul was saying later in 
Chapter 15 of Corinthians. 

We can recognize work that we have done, there is nothing wrong in that. Paul says that he planted, and 
Apollos watered. That is just the fact. But we need to have a humble aItude about it and recognize that 
the results that come from it are because of God. Because when you get down to it, everything is from 
God. You can build something, and it comes out great, but where did all the materials come from? Who 
created them to even make whatever physical thing you built? Yeah, they all come from God. 

In some ways, understanding this will give insight into how God’s government works. God is on top, and 
that’s always, and that is how it must be forever into the future. Because we are going to build some 
amazing things in the God Family, and we really have no comprehension. And what happens when you 
make something awesome? You think, “Oh, I’m so amazing! Look what I did.” I am sure that is exactly 
what Satan did as well and he forgot that the building blocks or the Legos, you could say that were used, 
that those were all manufactured by God. We have to always give praise back to God. It is a maEer of 
understanding our posiJon in the government. In God’s Family, no one will ever be allowed to be lieed 
up with pride. 

The world has not looked to God as the creator of everything, and they’re are all lieed up with such 
great pride now. The world doesn’t even have God in their thoughts. It doesn’t give Him the credit or the 
glory that is due. That is why the U.S. is going to be one of the first naJons here to fall, because it has 
been given so much and has not listened, and it’s been lieed up with pride, and it has forgoEen that 
everything does come from God. 
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We think we are so great because we have all this technology that we have today, but the reality is that 
we just found a large deposits of dead prehistoric animals and dinosaurs that were covered with sand for 
millions of years. Then they were buried deeper and deeper, and eventually through great heat and 
pressure were turned into oil. And so, we have oil, and something that we can burn. 

If you think about it, how advanced is that, really? Is it really any more advanced than just burning 
wood? We just happened to find a huge stockpile of it, and it’s allowed us to do everything that we do 
today, and I mean everything. It is essenJally free energy that we’ve received. 

We tend to think oeenJmes that it’s only for transportaJon, as in the gas that we use to fill our cars. But 
it touches everything that makes our modern life possible. We have forgoEen, where does the oil come 
from? Most of the esJmates that they have for how old this is, the oil is, it comes up to be around 100 
million years old. So, just thinking about how long it has taken for that oil to be created so that we can 
use it now, I mean, that should really humble us and to show us how small and how limited we are. 
Because it’s difficult for us to even grasp how long a 100 million years is, let alone the process and 
everything that it went through to be able to become something that we can actually use today. 

Now aeer we’ve had this great stockpile of free energy, we have become dependent on it, become 
dependent on burning it. We’ve been choking the enJre earth, polluJng it. And so, now there are a lot of 
people that think we’re just going to automaJcally and quickly switch over to green energies, but we sJll 
can’t figure out how to get anywhere near the amount of energy that we presently get from burning oil. 
We are so far off. 

We haven’t really even spent too much Jme thinking of alternaJves to burning oil in these past one 
hundred plus years. So, with this new “green” energy, we might be able to produce a fracJon of the 
energy that we do from oil, but how is it really going to work? Are you going to tell people they can only 
drive a fracJon of what they do now, that they can only use the AC for a fracJon of the Jme? Or are you 
going to charge people what the real price of food would be if it was produced without burning oil? And 
if you did that, no one would be able to buy any of the comforts that they enjoy in this modern world, no 
disposable income for video games or the latest iPhone. 

The truth is, if there wouldn’t be a 3rd world war coming and with Christ returning, then we would just 
burn this whole planet down just for mankind to be comfortable. And sJll yet, we think we are so great. 

Anyway, if we remember that everything in life comes from our Great Creator, then instead of being 
lieed up with pride then we’ll look at these things that our hands have made, and we can actually be 
filled with humility and gratefulness. It should make us so grateful to God for giving us these 
opportuniJes that He has. 
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So yeah, we can say, “Yeah, we worked on this,” or “We did this,” but we can’t create something from 
nothing like God can, and that’s something we’re not to forget. He is the ulJmate creator, but He allows 
us to work with Him and that’s preEy awesome. 

Well, let’s get back on this topic of grace. You know, many in tradiJonal ChrisJanity like to teach that 
grace is free and that it is a gie that keeps on giving. There are no requirements, just giving for giving. 
They like to say that obedience is not needed, but we know that is completely false. God will absolutely 
not keep giving His favor and His spirit if we do not strive to live as He has commanded. Who are we to 
think that we can just pick and choose the laws of God that we want to obey? 

The example we saw a minute ago about Apollos and Paul working together with God shows the 
hierarchy of our relaJonship. The next examples we are going to look at, they also reiterate that 
hierarchy, but they also show how God works to mold us. We’ll see that the work is from both our sides, 
and that it is based on a relaJonship. God does not work by just giving grace freely to us without us 
making efforts to change. So, let’s have a look here. 

Let’s turn over to John 15:1. He says, I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. (Verse 5)—I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

So, I like these examples a lot that deal with fruit and gardening. It’s so nice if you have that opportunity, 
to be able to go outside and to pick fruit off of the tree. I don’t know why, but it is very exciJng, and you 
get to look around, search for the good pieces, the ones that are ripe, and it feels good when you are 
able to find them. It’s different than if when you go into the supermarket. There is something about 
picking it off the tree. 

I imagine God feels like that too, that He has that type of excitement when He sees a fruit in our lives, 
but that’s much more rewarding I’m sure than picking up of a physical fruit. 

But in the scripture it clearly says that we are the branches, and we are supposed to bear fruit. In other 
words, God has requirements for these branches, which is, they are to bear fruit. If you don’t bear fruit, 
then He cuts you off from the vine. And, you know, if we have a tree and it doesn’t bear fruit, we would 
do the same! I mean, who wants a branch that has no purpose, no use? If that’s the case then it’s just 
there needlessly sucking nutrients, sucking water, and then taking away from other branches, not 
allowing them to make, you know, really big, nice, juicy fruits. 

So, this is clear. It shows that God expects results, and the more results we can achieve, the more God 
will conJnue to work with us. Says that every branch that bears fruits, He prunes. So, this is showing, you 
know, that He goes, and He cuts back a liEle bit every Jme aeer it fruits, so that it can encourage more 
fruit to bear. 
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This is very much similar to the scripture that we read about growing in grace. As the vinedresser, God 
mulJplies His favor. He gives us more help, and it is a type of compound interest, if you will. He invests in 
us. Just like if you prune a tree, that is an investment in your Jme and your energy. You hope to be 
repaid with that compound interest when you later go back, and you pick the fruit. That’s the part where 
the excitement comes from, to a certain extent, because you are reaping the reward from what you did 
before, your investment. The same thing happens with God and us. 

So, we have seen that we can receive God’s favor, but to conJnue receiving it, there is work on our side 
that is needed. So, now let’s take another look at this quesJon that we saw in the Old Testament where 
it’s asking, “If I have found favor in your sight,” or “If I have found favor in your eyes.” What they’re really 
asking, basically is, “If I have pleased you then please do this for me.” So, the quesJon we should ask 
ourselves is, “How do we please God?” 

Let’s turn over to 1 John 3:22 and we’ll have a look here. I’ll look at a few scriptures about what it says 
about pleasing God. So, that’s 1 John 3:22. It says, And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because 
we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. So, right now we’re at 
the Feast of Tabernacles and we’re commanded to be here. So, in that sense we are keeping God’s 
commandment and that’s pleasing to Him. But of course, there are many other ways, a lot of other 
commandments, and many other things that God looks for in obeying Him, so let’s look at another verse 
here. 

We’ll skip down to, yeah, the next one, just go to verse 23—And this is His commandment: that we 
should believe on the name of His Son Joshua Christ and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment. 

So, first, what does it mean to believe on the name of Joshua Christ? It is spoken oeen in the New 
Testament about believing in his name. Is it just to believe that a person with this name existed? No, not 
at all. Those names are important. They have meaning. We are to believe in the meaning that is behind 
them because that tells part of God’s plan. “Joshua” means “God saves” and “Christ” means “the 
anointed one.” It doesn’t state the third name here in this verse, but we know that that third one he’s 
also referred to as “Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.” 

You take all three of these names, it tells us a great deal of what the role of God’s Son is and why he was 
sent. So, if you put it all together you could say, he is the anointed one to be king. He was sent to save us 
by allowing for God to live in us. So, that’s preEy incredible. If you just look at that right there it tells the 
whole story. It’s preEy crazy when the world does not grasp what his true purpose was and why he even 
came, and it’s all summed up in these names! But, you know, we, of course, know that they haven’t been 
given the opportuniJes and their eyes haven’t been opened yet. 

We are commanded to believe on the name, the actual purpose and the process, the meaning behind 
His name. And if we don’t then it is not possible for us to properly love one another with agape. We 
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don’t have God’s love unless we have God living in us. That is the only way that we can even be able to 
keep the commandment that Christ gave us, that we are to love one another. Again, if we obey God and 
live as He has instructed us, then we will please Him. 

Let’s turn over to Colossians 1. We’ll check out Colossians 1:10. It says, So as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. 

This scripture again illustrates a process of growing closer to God. As Jme goes by, we are expected to 
bear fruit, and with that also to become wiser. As we move away from sin, away from our carnal pulls, 
away from Satan’s influence, our minds and thoughts begin to be more like God’s. As a result, we should 
have more fruit. God conJnues to prune back the vine aeer we bear the fruit, He tests us, and that gives 
us something more to overcome and it gives us the possibility to bear even more and more fruit. The 
cycle keeps going. 

In short, we can say that God is pleased whenever we make efforts to live His way of life. He wants to see 
us overcome. He made us carnal, and He made us an enemy against Him. Holy righteous character has to 
be developed. He essenJally put us into these human bodies so that we would have to fight. That’s why 
it talks about puIng on the whole armor of Christ. Because what God has given us through Christ is the 
complete baEle kit, so to say. The whole system of bapJsm and having the laying on of hands and the 
receiving of God’s spirit is what guides us and helps us to develop God’s ways. Like it says, His ways can 
then become our ways. 

Let’s turn over now to Hebrews for a moment and we will look at another scripture that speaks about 
pleasing God. We’re going to look at Hebrews 11:6. It says, But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is the rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him. So, if we are looking to please God and to be rewarded by Him, in other words, to 
receive of His grace, of His favor, then we are told that we must have faith and seek Him. In fact, it states 
that without faith it is impossible to please Him. 

Let’s go a liEle bit deeper into this topic. Faith is another one of those words that to me is similar to 
grace, in the sense that it’s been totally twisted by the world and distorted. If we’re not careful some of 
these wrong ideas can hurt us, because they are just used in such a fake, syrupy way. 

Well, let’s look at the word “faith” for example. In Greek, the word “faith” is called “písJs,” and if we 
were to translate that word into English, probably “trust” and “belief” would be the closest words. 
However, there are lots of small meanings that can be wrapped into the word, and this is essenJally true 
because of how the word was used in everyday life. 

Here is just a short list of words that kind of wrap up some of the meanings and nuances it has. So, we 
have, “trust, trustworthiness, honest, credibility, faithfulness, good faith, confidence, assurance, pledge, 
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guarantee, credit, proof, credence, belief, legal trust, protecJon, security,” and I could keep going on and 
on. 

In LaJn, the word for “faith” is “fide.” It has all the exact same meanings as it does in Greek, and the only 
reason I bring this up is because we have probably all heard of something being described as “bona fide,” 
and in that sense it’s actually meaning “good faith,” and we use it today to describe something as being 
an original, you know, it’s “the real deal,” it's authenJc. So, whenever somebody is using that term they 
are trying to express that you can trust it because it is true. 

In everyday terms faith was used in any kind of transacJon between people. It is basically, you know, 
legal mumbo jumbo that people use to form a relaJonship and safeguard themselves from geIng 
burned. From that is where we get such legal instruments we know today as “trusts.” We sJll use all of 
these same legal terms today even.  

Each party of a commercial transacJon has to perform certain acJons at certain Jmes in a process. It can 
be as simple as I pay you first and then you deliver a product to me. But it can also be much more 
complicated. If there is a lot of money involved then maybe you get a middleman type of escrow for 
handling payments or maybe there are porJons that are paid for porJons of work that are completed. 

And if someone doesn’t perform what is expected, then the trust or faith is destroyed. So, if you were to 
deliver, let’s say, 25% of the work and then you don’t receive 25% of the payment that you had agreed 
on beforehand, then your complete transacJon would have a breakdown. You wouldn’t be able to go 
any further with it. Then you’d have complete chaos! That is why we have these types of legal systems 
today. Because it’s hard to trust people, and especially when money is involved! 

So, trust and money, they really go hand and hand. Just look at our money in the U.S. the “greenback,” 
you know. It says on it, “In God we trust.” Which is actually preEy funny because we see that the world 
actually does not put their trust in God whatsoever, especially when it comes to the financial system. 
Our whole system is based on credit chains. One person or one insJtuJon will give credit to another one 
and then that one will give credit to another one, and then to another one, and then at some point then 
someone is probably invesJng it into the stock market to go back and then pay money back to another 
one. Then that one pays money to another one further down the chain. So, if there is ever a breakdown 
in this chain then the whole system can fall apart. 

Now, the world trusts this system; that’s what they put their faith into. But it is such a fragile system and 
God is not involved with it, although at someJmes here He might be actually holding it up because it’s 
like a house of cards just waiJng to fall. He’s just holding it up unJl it’s His Jming to let it go. But this 
system, it keeps growing and it keeps growing. It’s really amazing to see. But we know that it can’t be 
trusted. And you would think, didn’t 2008 prove that? But instead, people keep puIng their trust into it. 
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That is also why they are always speaking of confidence in the markets, because without confidence then 
the whole system will break down. Everyone must keep believing in it. There has to be that faith in it. 
Keep believing that the good Jmes won’t end. But if somebody thinks for an instance that they’re not 
going to get their money returned in this long line of credit chains, then they are going to stop giving it 
out. That’s what happens when, you know, there’s ever any issues, then the first thing the banks do is 
they stop lending out money and everyone tries to gather up their money and they try to get it out of 
everywhere that they have it stashed in all these different insJtuJons. But we know that that ship is 
going to be sinking soon, and we know that they are all going to be grasping for whatever they can as it 
goes down. 

But, you know, faith, as we’ve seen here, it’s really based on trust, and in a relaJonship with trust there 
are expectaJons. No commercial transacJon is based on people just believing that they aren’t going to 
get ripped off. Just believing you’re not going to get ripped off is not going to protect you. So, there must 
be proofs and people must demonstrate that they can be trusted. 

That there tells us that faith is something that must be demonstrated in this relaJonship. Like I 
menJoned a minute ago, if you complete 25% of a large project and that person doesn’t pay you the 
agreed upon 25% then that payment is their demonstraJon of trust. If you don’t get it, then how can you 
trust that person to pay you anything more once any more work is complete? So, the transacJon would 
breakdown right away and that would be the end of it; no trust and the deal is off. 

So, how do we demonstrate our faith? Well, there is one main step that everyone in God’s Church must 
first take to demonstrate our willingness to live God’s way of life. That is bapJsm, of course. That is a 
physical thing that shows to God what we believe and that we want His way. We ask for forgiveness of 
our past sins and for their remission. That demonstrates our trust (our faith) in Him. That is one of the 
main ways that we can begin to receive God’s favor, His grace, if you will. When we come to that point, 
we are to bury our old selves and the way we were in the world, full of selfishness and capJve to our 
own carnal ways. We are to come out of that watery grave a new person then. We’re to walk side by side 
with God. 

Last year at the Feast I spoke of these covenant contracts that God has made with mankind and His 
Church. BapJsm, in many ways, is our way of signing that contract with God. First, God has to call us out 
of the world to offer us that contract. He offers us favor (grace), and that is not owed to us. To be called 
by God is to receive of His favor, and we don’t receive it because we are somehow special. None of us 
deserve to be called. That is something we are to remember, and that should help us to conJnue to have 
a humble spirit. 

Then once we sign the contract, so to say, then we start this process of growing in God’s ways and 
growing in our goal of becoming part of Elohim. Then God will conJnue to give us more favor, more 
grace so that we can conJnue to overcome. But we must seek Him and ask Him for the help just as those 
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in the Old Testament did. They went before God in a very humble manner. Like when they asked for 
supplicaJon in prayer. It is from a lowly level, looking up to God, knowing that He is all powerful and we 
are weak carnal beings. We are what we are, and we need His help. That type of spirit shows God what 
our heart is like. 

That is further demonstraJon to Him about our character. So, if He sees that then He is more likely to 
answer our prayers and help us through whatever difficulJes we are going through. Favor and grace will 
abound, as it says, if we do our part, then God will conJnue to pour out His spirit on us. It is preEy 
simple. 

Again, the world’s view of faith is totally distorted. They don’t understand. God has not called them and 
opened their eyes, so how can they understand? They are not able to disJnguish the context in which 
different apostles present the topic. If you were just to read over certain scriptures it can be confusing – 
one area seems to say that you’re saved by faith and not by works, and then another area says that you 
are saved through faith and not of ourselves or by our works. Do these scriptures contradict each other? 
Well, hopefully, we know that they don’t. But let’s go through a couple of them here so that we can 
make sure that we have a balanced understanding of the subject. 

Let’s turn over to Ephesians 2:8. It says, For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gig of God, not of works lest anyone should boast. 

So, first in this whole process, God must give us favor and call us out of the world. That is a gie that 
everyone in the Church of God has received. What happens then once we have been given favor or 
grace, aeer we have been called? Well, God opens our eyes and our ears; He gives us truth. With that 
truth that God gives us, we can then begin to trust Him, in other words, have faith in Him. If we trust 
God then that also means we believe Him. 

Then the scripture points out again that it is not because we are great. We can only have our eyes 
opened and our ears opened once God has called us. We all sin and we know that God cannot be around 
sin. So it is only by His power that He can and does call people out of this capJvity.  

But there is a response that is needed so that grace and favor will abound. Because there are plenty of 
people who have been called throughout the years and they have been able to plainly understand God’s 
word, but many of them aren’t able to make that leap forward and actually commit to this way of life. 
Maybe it’s because of the pulls of family members or friends or maybe it’s because they can’t tell their 
boss that they won’t work on the Sabbath. If they don’t commit and obey what God says, if they don’t 
keep the Holy Days, if they don’t give Jthes, offerings, etc., then all of their new knowledge will slip away 
from their minds as quickly as it entered. 

That can happen as well aeer we’ve been bapJzed. If we stop keeping the Sabbath, for example, as we 
should, then God can take away His favor and He’ll take away that spirit that He gives to us that helps us 
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out in our lives. The same thing happens with Jthing or any of the other of His commandments that He’s 
given us. This should all be super basic to us. We should learn that right away aeer coming into God’s 
Church. 

If we look at the scripture again though, it says that by grace we have been saved through faith and not 
of ourselves. The world tries to manipulate the meaning of this by saying that because it is not of 
ourselves that there is just nothing we can do. In other words, that grace is just given without the need 
of a response from our side. 

But that is not what it is saying here. What it is saying is that God’s favor is what saves us. That part is 
true; it is God’s spirit that allows us to be more like God. God gives us His mind. It is God’s mind that 
actually saves us, not our carnal physical minds. How do we receive of God’s mind, of His favor to help 
guide us in life? From believing what God says and acJng on that belief. If you believe God, then you will 
obey Him. 

Let’s turn over to James 2:14. It says, What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says that he has 
faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? So, in the last verse we just read, and it said that it is 
by God’s grace and His favor that we are able to be saved through grace, that grace is a gie. And that’s 
true. Because He doesn’t owe it to us. Just because a child obeys a parent doesn’t mean that the child 
deserves to be showered with presents from the parents. Same thing here. 

But some in the world try to twist the meaning of that verse to say that we just have to believe that God 
and Christ exist, and that that is how we can be saved, because it does say it is not of works. But we 
know that that is not true. We see that here in James. The quesJon is being posed, “Can you have faith 
without works?” 

He is asking, “If someone says they have faith,” in other words, they say that they trust and believe in 
God, but then at the same Jme they have no works, no fruit in their lives (if that is the case), then can 
just their trust or belief in God save them? 

He goes on, and we’ll see verse 15 here he says, If a brother or sister is naked and desNtute of daily 
food, and one of you says to them, Depart in peace, be warmed and filled, but you do not give them 
the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

This is a preEy funny example, because if somebody needs food and they need clothing because they’re 
naked and you just go and tell them, “Go in peace, be filled and warmed with clothes,” well, you know, 
you’re not actually helping them out too much there. Obviously, acJons speak louder than words and 
words alone here aren’t going to fill their belly or keep them warm! 

Skip to verse 17—Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. Ah ha! So very clear! You 
can say you believe all you want, but if your acJons don’t show that you actually believe then your faith 
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is dead. Why is it dead? Because if your acJons don’t demonstrate your trust or belief in God, then do 
you really believe Him? 

Going back to that example earlier about the 25% payment. If you don’t make that payment then you 
are not demonstraJng trust in your relaJonship of the transacJon. That is the whole point being made 
here. If you really have faith in God, then you will have a response and there will be acJon, and that 
acJon will produce fruit. Then you ask God for more favor and grace and He’ll give it to you, and you get 
more understanding, and you act on it and you produce more fruit in your life, and then the cycle keeps 
on going. 

Let’s look at verse 18. It says, But someone will say, You have faith, and I have works. Show me your 
faith without your works, and I will show you my faith with my works. So, he brings it home even 
stronger here saying that his works show his faith. It is about acJon and not talk. 

It’s sad how the world has totally messed with these ideas and how they just pick and choose scriptures 
to jusJfy inacJon. As we have seen today, it is all about our relaJonship with God through Christ. It is not 
a one-way relaJonship. We are fellow workers, as it speaks about, and the Greek word for that, if you 
remember, is “synergos.” That’s, again, where our word “synergy” comes from, and it’s a perfect way of 
describing the kind of relaJonship that we do have. 

None of this is really new to us. We understand how this whole process works—how God does the 
calling, how that is a gie and it’s a pearl of great price. Then to think of how we can go before God 
through Christ, who paid the ulJmate price, and have the possibility to have a relaJonship that goes 
both ways, it’s preEy amazing just to understand that fact alone. 

The world doesn’t have faith in God, but they like to talk about it. When you look at what tradiJonal 
ChrisJanity believes, it’s easy to see how Satan has made a concerted effort to hide the truth. This so-
called faith that people supposedly have does not demonstrate actual belief in God. Instead, it’s just 
another emoJon that you are supposed to work up by itself. It becomes a mystery to people, really. I 
mean, how do you work up this belief, this faith that you’re supposed to have? 

And if you think about it, I mean, could tradiJonal ChrisJanity be any more confusing? Could the three-
musketeer’s trinity be anymore more difficult to understand? I mean, when you admit that one of your 
biggest doctrines is a complete mystery and that it can’t be understood, doesn’t that just scream out 
Babylon, confusion? 

I, for one, can’t wait unJl this type of confusion is dealt with in the world. Because, if it's not of the truth, 
then it’s a lie and it’s confusing, and the convoluted ideas that exist out there just give me a headache. 
Can you imagine believing in these kinds of off-the-wall doctrines that the world believes in? How sad 
would that be, to live in such darkness? How thankful are we that we have been called out of all that? It 
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should be really scary to think that through disobedience and not trusJng in God that we could even fall 
back into it. 

So, we need to not forget that if we ever stop producing fruit that our relaJonship with God will dry up. 
The truth that we see as obvious now, it can slip away from us, just like what happens to those that are 
called but they don’t actually make the leap forward. For a moment in Jme they see God’s truth, but 
aeer inacJon on their part it disappears, that favor is gone.  

Just like they lose the truth, so can we. And if you think about it, it’s a liEle bit akin to suddenly losing 
lots of IQ points all of a sudden. Imagine that. Because if God’s spirit leaves us and we can’t see the 
truth, then we are basically becoming stupid. Seriously! And that should be scary. I don’t think anyone 
wants to become more stupid. I sure don’t!  

Every year that goes by, I want to be less stupid than the year before. That’s a preEy good goal I think. 
You think like, back 10, 20 years ago, well, I knew much less then than I do now and well, I know that I 
sure don’t want to go back then, and I am sure none of you want to go back either. That is probably one 
of the only good things about aging is that with Jme you learn more than what you did before. But if you 
have been in the Church for 2 years, 5 years, 10 years or more, think of how much truth God has given 
you in that Jme. You don’t want to lose it! Instead, you want it to grow, and you want to, you know, 
“increase in the knowledge of God,” as we read earlier. That is what wisdom is about. 

So, how thankful are we that we understand the truth? Even more so, how thankful are we that we’re 
able to actually engage with God at this present moment and begin to have our minds cleaned and 
freed? 

Faith is not something that has to be worked up. That is a false protestant idea. It is not about just 
believing, as we know the demons and Satan also believe God, but that doesn’t mean have faith. It is not 
about blind faith either, or just believing for believing sake. Or some in tradiJonal ChrisJanity also speak 
of faith alone. No, that relaJonship that trust or faith is built on is based on acJons — acJons from God 
and acJons from our side. 

Go back to the example about Apollos’s watering. That shows, again, how that process works. It is 
everyone working together, a synergy where compound interest is built up. Everyone does their smaller 
part to make something big and grand together. Then faith, as in your trust in God, should conJnue to 
grow in this process. God gives us truths that we didn’t see before. We learn about His way of life. That is 
God’s acJon in the relaJonship. He helps open our minds. 

We, on the other hand, see those truths, and that in return should allow us to trust God even more. It is 
a synergy in this relaJonship and it’s circular and conJnues to grow. In a nutshell, that is how faith 
should grow. Not some fake syrupy protestant type of faith. 
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So, faith isn’t just about saying you believe, it is about demonstraJng that you believe. The old saying of 
“acJons speaking louder than words” really apply here. Because if you truly believe God and want His 
way of life, then you will show it in your acJons. That is the fruit! 

Let’s hop onto the topic about faith and doctors or medicaJon. You know, if you refuse to go to the 
doctor or get help for yourself when you are sick, how are you demonstraJng faith to God? How can you 
expect God to heal you when you are just siIng back and just believing that He will intervene? Tell me 
another example in life where God works like that. 

If you want a beEer job, do you just sit at home on the couch because you have such a strong belief that 
God will give you something beEer? How does that fit into the example of Apollo’s watering? Did he say 
“I, Paul, planted, and Apollos sat there in the field believing that God would send rain, just waiJng?” No, 
Apollos had to water! Does that mean Apollos didn’t have faith that God would send the rains? Was 
Apollos in error because he watered? 

Now, it’s a preEy good example, I think, because it shows the foolishness of any such thinking about 
faith. We have been made physical and we have this physical planet where we can learn from. How is 
doing whatever we need to do in a medical sense for the benefit of our own health any different than 
that of eaJng good physical food?  

You know, you can have a small accident where your wrist gets cut, and if you don’t wrap it then you 
could easily bleed to death. So, should you just work up some faith and believe that God is going to 
perform some miracle to close your wound? Or should you go and grab something and wrap it and stop 
the bleeding?  

So, I hope no one would agree that it would be a lack of faith to stop the bleeding by wrapping it or 
puIng it in a band-aid. And hopefully, no one else is drawing the line somewhere else and saying, “Ok, 
well, that would be fine to do, but going to a doctor because of some other ailment or geIng some 
other kind of treatment is a lack of faith” somehow. Because that is not balanced. That doesn’t come 
from the Bible. That is like the Jews who go off the wall and they start adding to the law things that were 
never put there in the first place and then treaJng their liEle addiJons that are unbalanced, treaJng 
those like they’re the real law. 

Now, that’s not to say that if we are in an accident and in a coma, some type of a vegetaJve state that 
we need to go as far as to be hooked up to machines to keep us alive, or there are similar other 
circumstances that happen like that as well. But we need to have balance in this area and going to a 
doctor is definitely not demonstraJng a lack of faith. 

But what are we told to do when we are sick? Well, we are told that we’re to go to an elder for 
anoinJng. Doing that is a demonstraJon of our faith to God.  
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And what does it mean to ask for anoinJng? Does it mean that we believe that God will heal us from 
whatever ails us? Well we sure hope so, because we don’t like to suffer, but we know that God may or 
may not heal us from whatever we are suffering from. So, how then do we demonstrate our faith by 
asking for anoinJng? Well, it is demonstrated in the asking, as we are told to do so! By doing so we are 
being obedient to God. That is a signal from us to God that we trust in Him no maEer what the outcome 
may actually be. 

If we actually think that then when we are asking for anoinJng then that can be a real challenge us. 
Maybe the biggest one of your life. You may be fully trusJng God that your life is in His hands, but it’s not 
just your physical life. Do we really think that God knows what is best for us? If you are faced with 
something very serious with your health, then that can be incredibly difficult to address. 

We just need to remember that when it comes to health and faith, that believing that our lives are in 
God’s hands does not equate with the belief that God will grant us the gie of physical healing. That 
applies first and foremost to asking for anoinJng and then by doing whatever we can in a physical sense 
to get back to good health. 

Let’s look again at Hebrews 11:6. I know we already turned there but would like to look again there 
really quickly. That’s Hebrews 11:6, and it says, But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 

Let’s take noJce of this word here that’s used for “believe.” In Greek that word is “pisteúō.” And 
hopefully, that sounds familiar. If you were listening a liEle bit ago, then you would know that the word 
for “faith” before was “písJs.” And so, “pisteúō” is just the verb that is translated as “faith” in the same 
verses as before. 

So, this is similar to what we looked at earlier, too, in the Old Testament with the word for “grace” as a 
noun, and then also as a verb. So, it’s technically, you know, being used twice here in this verse you could 
say. Here is one of the definiJons I found, and it is “to believe; to put one's faith in, trust, with an 
implicaJon that acJon based on that trust may follow.” 

So, many Jmes the word “believe,” when it is used in the New Testament it is actually implicaJng that 
there is an acJon based on that belief that will follow. 

How do we demonstrate our trust in God? Well, it should be clear by now, it’s by our acJons. If we truly 
believe God, we will have a response to what He gives us. Again, it’s a two-way relaJonship of co-
workers. We are to believe in God, not just have beliefs about God as the world does. Believing in God 
requires us to put on that whole armor of God and go into baEle. We can then go before God in a 
humble spirit and ask Him for more favor. 
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The Jmes we are about to go into, they’re going to be tough and they’re going to be some of the most 
difficult that we have ever faced, and we need to make sure that we are close to God, make sure that our 
relaJonship is stronger than ever, and we’re going to need His favor more than we have ever needed it 
before. 

In closing here let’s look at a rather different use of the word “faith” as it was used here in the Old 
Testament. We’re going to turn over to Exodus 17:8. Exodus 17:8—Then came Amalek and fought with 
Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek. 
Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand. So, Joshua did as Moses 
had said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed, and when he let down his 
hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, 
and he sat thereon. And Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady unNl the going down of the sun. 

So, this must have been quite a sight for the children of Israel. I can only imagine seeing that when 
Moses’ hands were raised that they were winning and as soon as they came down that they were losing. 
It must have been something from a comedy, you know, to win something like that. So, you can beEer 
believe that they were going to do anything that they could do to make sure that his hands were staying 
up in the air! 

Moses must have been really exhausted, too, if you think about it, even with the help from the others. I 
don’t know if you’ve ever done any of those types of exercises where they have you lie up an arm or lie 
up a leg and for the first moment you’re like “Hah, that’s easy! What kind of workout is this?” But then 
you get into it and a minute later, you know, you’re crying and you’re saying, “Get me out of this 
posiJon! It’s really like torture.” 

Anyway, thankfully, Moses had some help here. So, these guys were helping hold up his arms, and they 
even gave him a chair, so, that was good for him. But surprisingly here in the scripture the word for 
“faith” is actually being used. It’s translated as “steady.” So, in other words, Moses’ hands were faithful 
and true, not wavering. SomeJmes the word is even translated here as “steadfast.” But besides just 
having his hands in the air, Moses was holding a staff, and that was referred to as “the rod of God.” 

You don’t have to turn there, I’ll just read this to you real quick, as was menJoned in Exodus 4:17. It says 
here, And you shall take this rod in your hand, wherewith you shall do signs. This is what God did every 
Jme with Moses. That rod or staff was always around. Earlier in Chapter 9 here he struck the rock and 
water came out for the people to drink, but he also used it, he raised it for parJng the Red Sea, and it 
was there at the burning bush. It was everywhere, basically. 

Moses was making sure that he had this rod with him. That’s why in verse 9 he was telling Joshua that 
tomorrow when they would be fighJng, that he would be on top of the hill with the rod in his hand. This 
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rod was used to show a proof that the power was coming from God and that He was working through 
Moses. 

If you remember, Moses was constantly working as a middleman, so to say, between God and the 
Israelites. He was always saying, like, “God, these people, they’re not listening to me,” and asking, you 
know, “Who do I tell them that sent me?” And in other words, “How do I get these people to believe?” 
God was conJnuously performing different miracles and signs there as a proof. The proof should have 
been enough, you would think, to convince the Israelites about who God was and who Moses was, but 
as we know, they sJll didn’t believe. 

So, if you think about it, this event with Moses holding his hands up with the staff shows an interesJng 
relaJonship between God, Moses, and the children of Israel. This is really a physical illustraJon of what 
faith is. It’s showing how Moses was working together with God and God was giving favor to the children 
of Israel to fight this physical baEle. But Moses had to do his part. He had to keep those hands of his with 
the rod up in the air. As soon as his hands would come down, yeah, so would God’s favor and His grace. 
So, his hands in the air, you could say, were a proof from the side of Moses; this acJon was in many ways 
a physical manifestaJon of his faith. 

So, let’s think about how this physical example that we just saw here, how that can apply to our spiritual 
lives. Think about how we can demonstrate our faith to God, and to do it in a steadfast manner, not 
wavering or faltering. That means being steadfast in our relaJonship with God, and know that if we do 
that, that God will pour out His favor and His grace on us, just as He did for Israel in this instance. 

And how much more does that mean to those of us now in the Church than it did to those of physical 
Israel? Because the grace and favor that we can receive of now is so much more. It is a spiritual help that 
we can have in our lives directly from God. That is part of the armor of God that we can now partake in. 
Because the spiritual baEle is so much more important. 

So, in closing here, let’s make sure we please God through faith, through trusJng in Him. The biggest way 
we can do that is through obedience. Because if we believe that God’s way is the right and only true way, 
then we will want to have His way. Obeying God shouldn’t mean that we have to do things that we don’t 
really want to do, and we only do them because He says that we have to. We should be in agreement 
with everything in God’s word. Then it shouldn’t even be difficult because our ways are conJnuing to 
become more like His ways. 

Let’s take note whenever things get hecJc in life and whenever drama creeps in. If our relaJonships are 
ever struggling then we need to get them sorted out right away. Do not let any of these complicaJons in 
your relaJonships fester because they will spread like a cancer.  

And, you know, I’ll give an example here. My wife and I when we first got married, we made an 
agreement we would never go to bed without seEling a disagreement or an argument that we had had. 
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We did that precisely for that reason – because bad feelings and resentment complicate things and can 
make small problems grow into large problems. 

We should have a similar way of behaving though with any relaJonships that we have, especially those 
in God’s Church, and especially here at the Feast. We need to get to the boEom of any problems that we 
have and solve them. That way we can conJnue to walk side by side. 

In the end, God’s law is about agape love. It is about our relaJonships. So, let’s strive to work on our 
relaJonships this Feast. You know, we’ve have had a difficult Jme this past year and a half with Covid, 
and in many cases we have been physically separated. Let this Feast be the Jme for you to work on your 
relaJonship. Don’t quench that river and let’s allow God to do His work in us. Support one other, like 
Aaron and Hur did as they supported Moses, but instead of physically, we can do that through God’s 
love, through agape. 

Let’s be steadfast in our faith this coming year so that God can conJnue to grant us more favor, so that 
grace and peace can mulJply, because going into the future we are really going to need it more than 
ever.
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