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This will be Part 2 of the new series en9tled God’s Glory and Greatness. 

Last Sabbath we focused on how the physical na9on of Israel could not see God in His glory and greatness. 
They saw the results of some of those things and recognized that; they were in awe in the sense of the 
power that they witnessed. But to see it in the sense of the mind in order to respond to God in a manner 
that we see God in a greater way, they couldn’t do that. It was just all physical to them. There’s a big 
difference in that. They only saw God in the physical plane. 

I don’t know how to describe some of this, but God is showing us more and more about Himself as we’ve 
gone on through 9me. A lot of that started in 2005, obviously, and it’s goMen greater and greater as we’ve 
gone along. But it’s like everything has been speeded up in the sense of what He’s blessing us to grasp and 
comprehend, to see of Him on a spiritual plane. 

To me, I find that immensely exci9ng. Some9mes it is hard to grasp. What do we have to compare it to? 
You don’t have a whole lot to compare it to, and that’s part of the problem. It’s hard for us to grasp 
some9mes what God is giving us. That’s the boMom line. We just begin, if we’re not careful, to take things 
for granted, that this is the way things are. Anyway, it’s hard to see how much that He’s giving us. 

Those of us who went through Worldwide, went through Laodicea, and then the Apostasy, there’s a 
contrast there that is night and day in the sense of how God’s been working with us, and it’s all because of 
where we are in 9me and what’s coming, and His preparing us for it. I love the name. 

There is going to be a lot of history in this series in the sense of going back and looking at Judah especially, 
a liMle bit of Israel but mostly Judah. I find this immensely exci9ng, I really do, because there is so much 
that God did in working with na9ons and working with individuals, working with prophets during a period 
of 9me there that puts things in a light that shows how much He’s been involved in people’s lives, how 
much He’s done things as far as na9ons are concerned when it came 9me to make a change. 

That’s why we’re going through a lot of these things because it reflects the might and the power of 
Almighty God in fulfilling and accomplishing His plan, and that it didn’t just happen overnight. He doesn’t 
do things and build things as He goes along, these things have been planned for so long. Anyway, hopefully 
we’ll begin to grasp some of that stuff in a beMer way as we go along through this, because especially as 
we get deeper into this, because to me it becomes even more exci9ng. 

So again, it may seem difficult to see some of the dis9nc9on between how Israel was and seeing things 
physically and how the world is today, even of tradi9onal Chris9anity and what they think they see. But 
they don’t see God in any fashion or form like we do because they don’t grasp the purpose of God and 
what God’s working out, and because of that they can’t see God. To do that anyway, as the whole point of 
some of this was, is that it requires God’s spirit for Him to reveal Himself to us. That becomes more 
exci9ng as we go along. 
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So again, the ability to see God’s greatness and His glory is on a spiritual plane, not a physical one. It’s a 
spiritual maMer. 

Last Sabbath toward the end there we went through Psalm 8, what David saw on a limited scale. To me, 
that’s an interes9ng thing to see in itself. David was able to see things at his 9me. We can call it the 
present truth at his 9me. He was able to see things in a manner that he understood what God was doing in 
a very unique way with him, with mankind, in a greater way than others around him obviously did as God 
worked with him. He was a prophet, and much was given to him. But s9ll he couldn’t see how these things 
fit together. 

Just as Christ came along later on and even went back and quoted many of the things that David said 
because they were for a different 9me, and gave the spiritual understanding of those things, what God 
was doing. Because everything that God has done, so much of it that’s physical that’s been given, even 
examples of people’s lives and so forth, it’s part of a plan and purpose of teaching things on a greater 
plane later on, which is a spiritual one. 

So, anyway, he saw this part, in that respect, on a limited, physical plane. Then we came to where Paul was 
given to explain this and reveal other things here on a spiritual plane. So, we’re going to go back through 
that just to catch up and then go on. 

Hebrews 2. So, he’s quo9ng things that were wriMen by David that God had given to him. Hebrews 2:5—
For He, speaking of God Almighty, has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjecCon to 
angels. But one tesCfied in a certain place, speaking of David, saying, What is mankind that You are 
mindful of them, or the son of mankind that You visit them? AMend to them, visit them, have a purpose 
and a plan for them. 

You have made them liKle lower… Again, what an incredible thing here to reveal this is not the word for 
“angels” at all. The word back in the Old Testament is not “angels.” So, it brings you to the point of 
realizing I truly believe that there are those who translated scriptures later on that changed things because 
they didn’t understand. To compare with God was something they weren’t given to see in the first place, 
but in their minds this had to be about angels because it was greater, so that’s how they translated it. 

Because they didn’t, this couldn’t have been translated properly. We don’t have the original wri9ngs of 
Paul in these things. Things have been translated in different languages, La9n and Greek and so forth. 

Anyway, this here is the word in the Old Testament, Elohim. What an incredible thing to understand, that if 
we had known that back in the different eras of the Church, even then to know some of that, it reveals 
something powerful, in that respect, it truly does. 

So, it was given to Herbert Armstrong to understand this is why we were created. But right here it tells us 
that, “A liMle while lower than Elohim.” It shows the purpose of God is that we’re not going to be up there 
in some form, not like angels or like angels, and some talk about maybe having wings, some of the crazy 
things that people come up with. No, it’s the Family of God, Elohim. 
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So it says, You were made a liKle lower than Elohim. It’s Psalm 8, from Psalm 8. That’s what he’s 
quo9ng. ...crowned with glory and honor, to rule over the works of Your hands. That’s explicitly what it’s 
saying. So again, what an incredible thing to understand. It’s been out there for a long, long 9me, took a 
long, long 9me. We can’t even begin to comprehend that, the crea9on of those things that are out there 
all for a purpose. We’re going to be busy for a long, long 9me. It’s meant to last and last and last and last 
and last, and we’re ever going to be learning and learning and learning. 

Some9mes we think we see a lot and we grasp a lot, and we do compared to so many in through 9me, but 
we don’t know anything, really, in the sense of what God is going to give to us once we’re a part of His 
Family and the things we’re going to be able to con9nue to learn. There will be no end of learning. That’s 
an amazing thing to know, no end of learning through 9me. We can’t comprehend that. 

…crowned with glory and honor, God’s purpose in why He created us, to become part of Elohim, to rule 
over the works of Your hands, puNng all things in subjecCon under their feet. For in that He put all in 
subjecCon under him, He leO nothing... So, more is being given to Paul here to teach, to show. God gave 
him more to understand about this. …nothing that is not put under him. But now, literally in the Greek, 
“at the present” we do not see all things put under them. 

But we see Joshua. So, he was inspired to show the beginning of all this, the first of the firs`ruits. We see 
Joshua, who was made a liKle lower than, and it says “angels,” and I don’t believe, personally, that Paul 
(and I believe that’s been given), that Paul used that word at all. 

…but for suffering of death, crowned… And you think, just something like that. If they would have just 
quoted things. But they changed a lot of things, obviously, throughout scripture anyway because they 
didn’t understand God’s plan. So, man is very limited when it comes to transla9ng things. 

…for the suffering of death, to become our Passover, crowned with glory and honor, so that he, by the 
grace of God, might taste death for everyone. For it is fiNng for Him, for whom are all things and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, so, the Family of God again. That’s what it’s about. …
to make the captain of their salvaCon perfect through sufferings. 

Since we had just covered a series that ended in focusing on the story of Esther and Mordecai, that’s really 
what has kind of led into some of this, obviously, and that’s how God leads us, by taking us through things. 
We don’t know where things are going un9l He gives it in the sense of teaching us the building blocks of 
our life, if you will, of learning. But they’re all 9ed together and we’re eventually going to come up to that 
point in 9me. 

So, this is going to be a fairly long series. Yes! I love it when I know where we’re going in a par9cular series. 
The next series it’s like, okay, you’re at the Red Sea again. “Show me.” 

We’re going to go back a liMle father in history and then come up to this point again of Esther because it 
was all planned out, all purposed. Even the story of Esther, they were among those who were brought out 
of the cap9vity. So, we’re going to go back and focus on the cap9vity, things that led up to the cap9vity, 
and the cap9vity itself. That took a long 9me before they went up to Babylon, and then many of them 
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stayed up there. They didn’t all go back to—in 9mes of Ezra, Nehemiah, they didn’t all go back. Certain 
ones did, large numbers, to an extent, but the larger numbers it appears anyway by everything in history, 
stayed up there in that region. 

So, we’re going to go back and see what led up to the 9ming and events in the book of Esther. Incredible, 
over a period of about twenty years beginning in approximately 740 BC… I’m going to be talking a lot 
about dates. Some people like dates and some people don’t and this can get a liMle confusing as you go 
along, but it really shouldn’t, but probably will be a liMle bit, especially when we get into Judah’s cap9vity. 

But this is 740 BC, God sent the Assyrians against the ten tribes of Israel who were to the north of Judah. 
Obviously, we know some of that history there. They’re up there to the north in the area that later became 
known as Samaria because they brought in that par9cular part of the world, Samaritans in the 9me of 
Christ, that lived there. They weren’t originally there. They were brought in aier the Israelites were taken 
out. 

So again, over this period of 9me of about twenty years they were taken cap9ve. Just like Judah. Judah had 
a period, it didn’t happen all at one 9me in one period when the Babylonians came down and took 
everyone up; it happened one event aier another event aier another event aier another event before it 
was complete to the point God wanted it to be. Similar sort of thing happened to Israel, in a sense, but 
again, there were different wars. 

So, they were taken into cap9vity into lands farther north. Right aier they had split from Judah, aier 
Solomon’s death, beginning in the reign, first, of the reign of the first king, Jeroboam, there is an 
expression that’s always used in scripture as well about all the kings that followed aier that in the north. 
It’s said, basically, about them, that “they followed in the footsteps (paraphrasing) of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat,” who obviously, disobeyed God, went against God, changed the holy Days to holidays, changed the 
Sabbath, began worshipping the Sun God and all the things they did on a Sunday. 

All those things that kind of set the stage for things that were to happen later on even in the northern 
areas there of what happened with the Church. It wasn’t the Church, but it was those who claimed to be 
the Church. 

So, to think about this we’re talking about this period of 9me, and I think of the period of 9me that 
followed then. We’re talking about nearly 250 years later before Judah went into cap9vity. Now, this is all 
for a purpose. God had planned this a long 9me ago. 

To grasp the power of Almighty God to plan and prepare things that were going to happen in na9ons for a 
purpose – and this is a great purpose, of what He’s doing here – because they were only to con9nue on 
physically for a period of 9me for incredible reasons of God’s plan that had to take place, frankly, to lead 
up to this end-9me. Because that’s what it’s all about. It’s about what God was going to do through 9me in 
leading to the end-9me before Christ would come as the Messiah, as the King of kings (let’s put it that 
way). 
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And so, we have this period of 9me and finally they were taken into cap9vity. They became known as the 
lost ten tribes all for a reason. It was God’s purpose. You let people go and do a certain thing. 

God knew what was going to happen to the Church by certain condi9ons that would happen in 9me. He 
knew the Apostasy was going to be the result aier seven eras of the Church. God doesn’t make people 
make those choices of how they’re going to respond to God. But God knows how they’re going to respond 
to Him under certain condi9ons in the world and God is the one who determined the condi9ons of the 
world at different 9mes for a purpose. 

These things, the more we can see, the more we can grasp, we truly come to understand the glory and the 
greatness of God more and more and more. 

Let’s turn over to Daniel. Aier the fall and cap9vity of Israel, which was all a part of God’s design and 
purpose again that would lead to the end-9me, we come to when it was 9me for Judah to come to its end. 
So, Assyria came down and captured, took Israel, the ten tribes into cap9vity. 

Again, God knew what they would do once they were separated from Judah. It wouldn’t take that long. 
You get one king, Jeroboam, to take in the different religions of the region. He is the example of that, and if 
God’s not going to work with him you know what’s going to happen? They’re going to con9nue doing the 
same thing king aier king aier king. And that’s exact! 

Every kind that followed Jeroboam did exactly the same thing because they had some of the same 
thinking. They didn’t want Judah or the people to go back down and look to Judah for leadership. That’s 
just carnal human nature. God knew that about them, so He lei them alone, in essence. He wasn’t trying 
to save them. That’s not God’s purpose. Because salva9on is a spiritual thing and He wasn’t working with 
them on a spiritual plane, He was working with them on a physical plane to lead to the end-9me. 

They were taken cap9ve, 250 years pass, and God had determined – and He didn’t just determine it then – 
He let Judah go on for a period of 9me, the period of 9me He’d already planned before He would take 
them into cap9vity. He would allow certain things to happen to them knowing what those kings would do. 
When you would have occasions where some would come back, like toward the end when you come to 
Josiah, and you see a king whose heart was more like David, and he tried to turn the na9on back to serving 
God as they did in the 9mes of David. He’ll come to some of that. But if He’s not working with them? 

So, if God intervenes to work with someone, to bring them to repentance, they have an opportunity to 
change. But if He’s not doing that and they’re allowed to go off on their own carnal way they’ll do the 
same thing the Church did. You allow a Church out here to go off and do their own thing because they’re 
rich and increased with goods, because they’re liied up, and you take away, allow an individual to die, 
which happened to Herbert Armstrong, he died, so what’s going to happen to the Church? God knew 
exactly what was going to happen to the Church! 

He knew exactly what would happen to ministers who already started the process of deciding who’s going 
to be next and who are we going to support? Different individuals out there who had different ideas about 
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what they thought should have been changed as far as doctrine is concerned, and they were already doing 
it in Church areas anyway. 

Individuals, because they listened to an evangelist at headquarters who taught about a 14/15th Passover, 
and those ministers went out and they didn’t fully teach it because there were 9mes they would have 
goMen canned. But on the side they would privately talk about certain things with individuals. Those things 
have come out, to know what people have done. 

But inside they believed it, and so when they had opportunity to push something they did it. That’s why 
there were so many rebellions and things that happened within the Church because you can’t control it. 
Herbert Armstrong tried and gave a trust of faith to individuals who went through Ambassador College, 
that they would go out and faithfully do what they’d learned. That’s one of the greatest lessons of 6,000 
years, that even bap9zed in God’s Church and being taught the truth you can drii away. 

If that guidance isn’t there, if there isn’t someone who is there, like Herbert Armstrong who had the sense 
of urgency, to constantly put that before the Church, that held a certain core together. But as he said, as 
9me went along, if he wondered if half…if half, basically, had already gone as far as Laodicea was 
concerned, if even half were a part of the Church in the sense of Philadelphia. 

Then it got down to the very end and he said, “Is there 10%?!” He’s probably right on because it was ready 
to change to Laodicea totally. How can you go through things like this without thinking about it? Our 
history, we’re to learn from it. We’re to learn what God has given to us, the opportuni9es, and we’re to be 
on guard against those things that lead people away. 

So, was it any wonder that when there was no longer an apostle in God’s Church what would happen to 
the Church? That’s why I know what would happen to God’s Church if there was any length of 9me and 
there is not an apostle. It won’t last very long because of human nature. Be thankful we are where we are 
in 9me. God can raise anyone He wants to at any 9me, but we have no evidence of that right now 
whatsoever. We have evidence that we’re at the end, that we’re almost to the point where Christ is ready 
to return. 

Thank God for that, because we’re human beings and unless God s9rs you up and intervenes in your life 
you know what happens? If He didn’t have that purpose to bring you through you know what would 
happen? You wouldn’t all come through. We can’t. Because we’re human beings. I hope that makes sense 
to you. It’s by the grace and the mercy of God, His plan and purpose of working with us to give us 
opportunity. Not everyone chooses that. That’s why we’ve had to go on like we have. Some lost their 
crown because they made wrong choices. 

God has known what human beings would do at any moment in 9me depending on the condi9ons. God is 
the one who would control the condi9ons. Not for the purpose of the Millennium nor the Great White 
Throne, but for the purpose of bringing us through, if you will, 6,000 years. 
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That’s why technology wasn’t given un9l the end because look what it’s done. It’s made us like the days of 
Noah in a very short 9me. It’s a sick, sick world, and it’s geqng sicker very fast, much faster than what it 
did in their day. Incredible! 

So again, I’m going to read my stuff so I can get back in the focus here. 

Aier the fall and cap9vity of Israel, which was all part of God’s design and purpose that would lead up to 
the end-9me, because that’s the focus, that’s what it’s all about. It’s about His Son going to reign as King of 
kings. But you’ve got to go through 6,000 years first. To bring mankind through 6,000 years as He has, by 
design, by purpose, awesome. Through that to choose and mold and fashion people who are going to be a 
part of Elohim, because certain things had to be molded and fashioned in different ones to fit God’s 
purpose for His Family and that structure of government that will govern. 

So again, now we’ve come to the point of 9me where Judah, it was their 9me to go into cap9vity, to cease 
to be a na9on, to cease to have it’s own government as it had experienced up to this point. To end it’s 
con9nuing as a na9on and a lineage of kings. It’s to come to a screeching halt; no longer to have kings of 
Judah reigning over Judah. But even in that is an awesome thing because there is a lineage that con9nued 
on, but now they were to switch to Israel. It’s all in scripture, all in prophecy. It’s a beau9ful story. 

I’m looking forward to going through Ireland on the way to the Feast this year to visit a par9cular loca9on 
where ancient kings have been crowned, if you will, to rule. Well, it’s a part of a process that God made 
sure that there were those who escaped (one in par9cular) the cap9vity, and was sent, if you will, up to 
Ireland to con9nue a lineage. She was able to marry into a line of kings that were already there, and it 
began a process of a new lineage that would be Jewish to fulfill what God said about David. Incredible, 
things that God has done through 9me to bring us to the end. 

So again, now this was some 120 years aier Israel’s cap9vity at this point in 9me. I think I made a 
comment here a minute ago, and I might have misquoted that. They con9nued for a 9me. Anyway, this 
was a period of 9me aier that, for 120 years aier Israel’s cap9vity, that events speeded up that led up to 
Judah’s cap9vity. So, they’d con9nued on for a period of 9me of I think I’d men9oned 250 years. But 
anyway, Daniel 2:20, let’s read that. 

Daniel 2:20—Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and 
might are His. He changes the Cmes and the seasons, He removes kings, and He sets up or raises up 
kings, meaning even kingdoms. So, yes, He does over and over again through 9me. God has been very 
instrumental in molding and fashioning the kingdoms of this world, who would be able to reign on the 
earth and who wouldn’t. He’s allowed different ones to do it. At 9mes He’s been very instrumental in 
making certain that things came out a certain way because of His purpose. 

Egypt is an example, that they reigned for a certain 9me. Then it was 9me for them to come to an end and 
God saw that a different kingdom rose up. Then it was 9me for that kingdom to come to an end and 
another kingdom to rise up that would be in the 9me of Daniel and be spoken of by Daniel and wriMen in 
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prophecy that would lead up to the very end. Hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years God molding 
and fashioning and bringing it to pass. 

So, we’re talking about God’s great glory, His greatness, and His glory. To see Him, to see His power, to see 
that mind at work, to see how He works with human beings who think they’re so great – because we tend 
to think we’re so great. We get so liied up with pride and haugh9ness and think we can change things. 
But we all die, and kingdoms fall, and kingdoms come to an end. Who thinks that this na9on is going to 
come to an end? Nobody. 

But every kingdom that’s ever existed has come to an end. So, we’re preMy stupid to think it’s not going to 
come to an end in 9me! That’s just not smart! History itself should teach us, but we don’t want to learn 
because we’re going to be different, we’re going to change it. No, we’re not. That’s even without God, 
that’s just the way we are as human beings. But God worked within that, of what we are, filled with pride, 
haugh9ness, thinking we did it. The different ones who have risen up in kingdoms think that they’re the 
ones doing it. If God gives you something, He gave it to you. 

God gave an en9re, rich, rich, the richest, wealthiest na9on on earth, that it’s ever known, and George 
Washington got to be its first president. Awesome! Talk about wealth. You see this country, you visit other 
places in the world, and you see what was here (because we’ve destroyed a lot of it already). 

So, it says, He changes Cmes and seasons. He removes kings. He sets up (raises up) kings. He gives 
wisdom to the wise. In other words, where does wisdom come? It comes from God. So, for those with 
whom God works He’ll give more. It comes from Him. …and knowledge, really more about, it means “the 
power of knowledge” to those who know understanding. So, those who have a teachable spirit, those 
who want to know more, God can work with. But it’s about God. These are the things that have to do with 
God’s purpose and plan. 

So, Israel had been taken cap9ve by the Assyrians, but aier nearly 120 years later it was, again, 9me for 
another kingdom to rise who would conquer the Assyrians. It’s 9me for Babylon. Because God had already 
planned out that Israel was going to be taken cap9ve up there, that they would go through many, many, 
many genera9ons of people. They would come to a 9me of Esther as well, but even going farther back 
here of the things that God was going to do and the migra9ons of people and where they would be taken 
and why, God’s purpose being fulfilled. 

Even God’s Family, because different ones have been called out of different environments, different 
molding and fashioning. To be molded and fashioned a different way you have to go through different 
things. You have to go through different experiences. Not all the same. It doesn’t work that way when you 
talk about God’s Family, when you talk about what God is molding and fashioning in the mind. 

All of us who have God’s spirit, because of what we’ve gone through, because of what we’ve experienced 
even since the Apostasy as far as PKG, there is that which is unique to us because God molded and 
fashioned and prepared, planned it that way, that we are different than different ones at other 9mes, 
different from the ones during Ephesus or Thya9ra, because they were unique as far as what they had to 
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experience in the sense of in the world as well and how God would work with them to prepare them for 
places in His Family. 

We can’t all be in the same place, nor do we want to be. To me the most exci9ng thing, and I hope we can 
begin to grasp that more in about the third part of this series, or the fourth even, how God works with us, 
how He molds and fashions us. It goes beyond the ability to explain in words, it truly does. I hate to keep 
using the word – it’s awesome! Because we should be in awe!  

We should be in awe of God’s power, His greatness, His glory as He shows us things that He’s doing and 
accomplishing, and to realize if you’re in His hands, why would you want to be anywhere else? If you really 
understood that why would you give into something in this world and leave God’s Church? And yet the 
majority have even since PKG began. The majority of people who have had fellowship in this Body have lei 
for other things. What? 

I think of one, I’m sorry, I think of one that lei because of the teaching that not everyone can become a 
part of 144,000, so he went somewhere where he could be a part of the 144,000. You don’t decide that 
yourself. I don’t care where you go, I don’t care what you do, you don’t decide. None of us decide if we’re 
going to be a part of 144,000. God determines it! And if we’re so blessed to be a part of that, awesome! If 
we’re so blessed to live on into the Millennium – awesome! We’re in God’s hands! There is nothing greater 
than to be a part of His plan and what He has planned in the future. 

But people want more. Evangelists wanted more during the days of Herbert Armstrong. They wanted 
power and they wanted to teach certain things and so they started their different groups. Different ones, 
ministers, started siding with them. Then another evangelist over here and over here secretly talking to 
others, and they were backing him. Sick, sick, sick, the human mind. 

I hate to get distracted by some of this but I don’t think it’s distrac9on going back and talking about our 
history, because it all is a part of a process, and we have to understand, and we have to see it and be in 
awe of God. 

So again, it was 9me for the Assyrians to be made small. It was 9me for Babylon to rise because Judah was 
to be taken cap9ve, not by the Assyrians now but by the Babylonians. God had a purpose in that. 

So, the Medes and the Chaldeans, the Chaldeans referred to as the Babylonians, the Babylonian Empire, 
had formed a close alliance because of a marriage. Nebuchadnezzar married a princess of the Medes. 
That’s how that kingdom rose in the kind of power that it did because it united two great kingdoms at that 
9me, the Medes and the Chaldeans. 

So, they were married, and his father, Nabopolassar, was ruling Babylon at that par9cular 9me. He was the 
first ruler of Babylon, so this was a fairly quick rise of power of a new kingdom. God was giving it to them, 
made possible the marriage. Do you think God wasn’t involved in that, that this is how it was to work out 
to unite two kingdoms? A lot of things have been done in 9mes past because of marriages. God made 
certain that there were two who were able to come together to form a new kingdom, to make 
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Nebuchadnezzar exceedingly strong and powerful, to do the job that needed to be done to take Judah 
cap9ve finally, because the 9me had come in God’s plan to do it. 

It just wasn’t a maMer of 9me and God saying, “Well, I think this is a preMy good 9me now.” Even the 
9ming of these things, we some9mes just have to be in awe of seeing the 9ming of events, of things that 
work out through 9me. 

So, this period of 9me, again, Nabopolassar along with the Medes went to war against Assyria, and 
Nineveh, which was the capital of Assyria, a huge region, the capital of that par9cular part of that world, 
Nineveh fell in 612 BC. So, 612 BC was the beginning of it all for an incredible change that was going to 
take place on the earth. 

Then the kingdom of Assyria completely collapsed in 609 BC, in the sense of where they were reigning. 
Their power was taken, the Babylonians conquered, and conquered, and conquered. They had incredible 
power with these two great kingdoms that had merged together. There is more that happened in that year 
that is of real importance. 

I’m going to go through and read part of the history of some of this stuff and then we’ll come to 2 Kings 
22. So, if you want to go ahead and go ahead there. 

This period of 9me also brings up, again, the beginning of the fall of Judah and it’s collapse that took place 
over a period of several years, as I men9oned at the beginning of the sermon, as cap9ves were taken into 
Babylon, and they were taken at several different 9mes. I’m kind of dumbfounded when I go back and read 
some of the things, but it’s easy to see historians and scholars and different ones, the things they write. 
They get so confused as to things and events that took place. Anyway, so much of it has to do with 
because, well, God has to give it. 

So, we’re going to look at the beginning of this en9re process. So, we’re going to have a liMle bit of an 
overview before we begin. 

Assyria had fallen in 609 BC to Babylon. Egypt also had been playing a large part in all this because they 
had basically conquered the lands all the way up to the Euphrates. So, that means through Judah and all 
the way up through the Euphrates. Then you have the area to the east and to the west and to the north 
that Assyria had. So, you have these two great kingdoms, and basically, they were really fine. They weren’t 
going to try to conquer one another at this point in 9me because they both had all that they cared to have. 
It was a lot to control in that period of 9me. 

But now a threat was coming out of the east, Babylon, and so you find then Egypt is going to go to war 
against Babylon as well. So, we come up to the 9me of where Assyria has to be totally conquered and then 
Egypt is s9ll messing around in there and they have to be conquered too, and God’s going to see to it that 
Nebuchadnezzar becomes very powerful and is able to conquer so that these changes can take place. 

Because it’s about Judah and it’s about individuals He was going to work with. I find it immensely 
interes9ng to see the number of prophets that came out of this cap9vity in scripture. It’s really quite 
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incredible. We already know Daniel. There are several others involved in all this. Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and 
some of the minor prophets. So much happened in this 9me period that’s really quite astounding, and 
they were to live through all this. Why? A molding and fashioning in their minds that was unique to them, 
that’s going to be unique to God’s Kingdom and God’s Family, to His government that’s going to reign with 
Christ. 

They all were to be worked with in very unique ways, and what their jobs were, what their func9ons were 
is quite incredible in the midst of all this. So, it becomes an astounding story. So, this period of 9me is 
immensely important that God was working out. 

So, there is an individual, a pharaoh, Necho, in Egypt, that was coming up into that area to fight with the 
Assyrians in this period of 9me, and he met some problems. Part of it was Judah. All a part of God’s plan to 
get rid of both. Well, to get rid of all three, Assyria, Egypt, and Judah, their influence was going to be 
diminished. 

So again, Assyria had fallen in 609 BC to Babylon, with the aid of the Medes. Egypt also had been playing a 
large part in all this, and again, they had sided with Assyria against Babylon. So, the Egyp9ans were going 
to pass up through Judah in order to meet up with them, but Josiah, the King of Judah, went out against 
him. Now, he was an awesome king, he really was, but there was a part here he should have listened to, 
and he didn’t do it, and because of it he was killed. Anyway, this is a part of the story of what happened at 
this 9me. 

So, we’re going to first look at the story of what is wriMen about Josiah and as he went out against the 
Egyp9ans. Before Josiah had become king another king had preceded him, actually, a couple of them, that 
one here was the longest serving king of Judah for fiiy-five years. His name was Manasseh. Evil, evil, evil 
king of Judah. And some of this involves his story. 

God lei Judah alone for a long 9me at different 9mes and they’d begin to go so far off base. The one thing 
that Judah primarily always had, s9ll was a part of, they held on to certain things as far as the Old 
Testament was concerned, as far as the Holy Days and the Sabbath. That was very much a part of their 
culture, if you will, unlike Israel. But they did some evil things within the midst of all that, or some of the 
kings did, and this is one of them, one of the worst. 

We come to 2 Kings 22:1—Josiah was eight years old when he became king. Now, you know that a child, 
he isn’t reigning in the sense of what he tells everyone to do. Because what does an eight-year-old know? 
Not a whole lot. So parts of his family. A lot of 9mes it’s parts of a family or different ones who were 
already up in rank as far as the kingdom was concerned or in come cases here, different priests that had 
influence, that were able to enter into a kind of rule and persuasion. So, this is a part of the process here. 

It said, He reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah 
of Bozkath. Don’t you love these names? He did right in the sight of the Eternal and walked in all the 
ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the leO. 
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What an incredible thing here, a lesson through 9me that when we are taught God’s way of life, the truth 
we’re given, we’re not to turn to the right from it, to turn to the lei. We’re not to go too far to the lei, too 
far to the right, which some, it just happens because of the inclina9on of individuals. Some people become 
more conserva9ve, more cri9cal to the right, more judgmental, not balanced. Some go too far to the lei, 
too loose, too compromising. There is a process when it comes to God, just doing it God’s way, striving to 
learn soundness of mind and balance. For us, for the Church, to have it done right, and any 9me that 
someone is being worked with by God, requires God’s help and God’s spirit. 

Everyone has, as a whole, a tendency somewhere within that vast realm. That’s why we fasted recently to 
see ourselves. We need to know how we think. 

Now it came to pass in the eighteenth year of Josiah… Now he’s twenty-six. In this story here it’s 
incredible. Even the ones with whom God worked as prophets, so many of them started out as teenagers. 
God starts working with them very young to influence them, to help them. Yes, they have choices. But 
when God has a purpose for different ones, to call them, He works with them in very special ways even 
more so. 

It’s not like the Church that’s had thousands, and thousands, and thousands and opportuni9es given. It’s 
been unique in the first 4,000 years, in the sense when God had someone to work with He worked with 
them more closely. That’s why it wasn’t a large group of people. Individuals worked with by God, and He 
worked with their environment powerfully so, and with them individually to bring them to the point of 
crea9on, if you will. Because it’s a crea9on. It’s what He is crea9ng in them, Elohim, bringing them to that 
point. 

So, here is king Josiah, God worked with him. There were those priests, Levites, different ones that worked 
with him. They had a strong influence around him, and he latched on to that. God more so, God was 
working with him to draw him to that, to bring him to that to receive that. 

It says here, in the eighteenth year of king Josiah that the king sent Shaphan the scribe, the son of 
Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the house of the Eternal, saying, Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that 
he may count the money which has been brought into the house of the Eternal, which the doorkeepers 
had gathered from the people. So, now this is the first account where it shows he’s star9ng to act upon 
what he’s been taught to this point in 9me. Now he’s rising to the occasion, and he is becoming the king, 
because now it’s coming more from him. 

Verse 5—Then let them deliver it into the hand of those doing the work, who are the overseers of the 
house of the Eternal. So, he was moved by God’s spirit to do this. God had brought him to this point and 
now he was moved to do this. LiMle did he know all that was going to happen in all this, but he was moved 
to start this process. What follows, it becomes so incredible. 

Let them give it to those who are in the house of the Eternal doing the work, to repair the damage of 
the house—to carpenters, builders, and masons—to buy Cmber and hewn stone to repair the house. So, 
his heart, his desire that God worked with was to take care of these things. All the damage, all the things 
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that had taken place during the 9me of Manasseh. Now he had this desire to make things right because he 
saw that history, he had been taught to this point in 9me, to age twenty-six, and now he was rising to the 
occasion. 

It’s a beau9ful thing when God’s people rise to the occasion for what God has given them! When they take 
a stand for what is right. There is much to learn then aier that. Once a person does that at different 9mes, 
of different 9mes of trial or whatever it might be in your life, to then give you the opportunity to go on to a 
higher plateau, if you will. 

Verse 7—However, there need be no accounCng made of them of the money delivered into their hand, 
because they deal faithfully. What an awesome thing to say. Give it to them. He had a rela9onship with 
them. He knew about them. He had been learning from them, those who were working in the temple. 
Because they had a desire to make things right. Things had been so badly done for so long. 

And so, they had enough knowledge to know that certain things need to be corrected. This influence had 
come over on to Josiah and now he’s giving them the means to do more because he has the power to do 
so. It came from the king. So, now the focus is geqng these things repaired and taken care of. 

Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found the Book of the Law… Can you 
imagine? They didn’t have it all this 9me, whatever. I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the 
Eternal. So, Hilkiah gave the book… They were just going by the past, by what they’d been passed down in 
knowledge. Now they had the wri9ng. 

Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan and he read it. Then Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the 
king word, saying, Your servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have 
delivered it into the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the house of the Eternal. 

So, Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he 
tore his clothes. He was so moved by this moment, by what he was hearing, that his ins9nct was to 
repent, to rip his clothing. It’s part of the process of what he was going to go through in fas9ng before 
God. 

Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah… 
So, it goes on to say here that Shaphan the scribe and Asaiah, the servant of the king, saying, Go, inquire 
of the Eternal for me. So, he had enough knowledge to know there is an order of things. He is the king but 
they’re the ones who go before God. They’re God’s servants. And so asking them then, “Now, you go 
before God and inquire of Him for me.” 

Go and inquire of the Eternal for me, for the people, and for Judah, concerning the words of this book 
that has been found. Because he knew by this 9me, “We have done so badly; we have done so poorly for 
so long.” Now, he already knew that there were things that needed to be done but not to the degree once 
he heard the law. 
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…concerning the words of this book that has been found, for great is the wrath of the Eternal. Because it 
shows judgment, it shows what happens when you disobey and what God said in the book. …for great is 
the wrath of the Eternal that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of 
this book, to do according to all that is wriKen concerning us. So, he saw a na9on and he saw a na9on 
that didn’t have God’s favor and he desired that. He desired to make things right. 

What a beau9ful thing about repentance. A desire to make things right. When we come to see ourselves, 
certain things that we need to repent of, and then go before God. We have the ability because of Joshua to 
go before God right then and there to ask to be forgiven, to be cleansed, and then for God to have mercy 
upon us and to work with us, to teach, lead, guide, and direct us. 

Verse 14—So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess. 
So, they went to a prophetess. She was known for this, okay? … And they spoke with her. So, it wasn’t to 
come from them. So, there was even more that was known at this par9cular 9me and so this is what they 
did. Incredible story here. 

Then she said to them, Thus says the Eternal God of Israel, Tell the man who sent you to me, thus says 
the Eternal… So, she was given this by God. God gave in her mind exactly what was to be said. Awesome. I 
mean, what else can you say? 

Behold, I will bring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants—of all the words of the book which the 
king of Judah has read—because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods. Now, they 
hadn’t specifically, Josiah hadn’t, but their history before this, they had done it a lot, horrifying things. …
that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath shall be 
aroused against this place and shall not be quenched. So, a maMer of God’s judgment, His word, what He 
says; because of deeds that have been done there are consequences. 

Verse 18—But as for the king of Judah… She knew! Why? How? God gave it to her. But as for the king of 
Judah who sent you to inquire of the Eternal, in this manner you shall speak to him, Thus says the 
Eternal God of Israel of the words which you have heard—because your heart was tender, and you 
humbled yourself before the Eternal when you read what I spoke against this place and against its 
inhabitants, that they would become a desolaCon and a curse, and you tore your clothes and wept 
before Me… Beau9ful. Repentance. God’s mercy and God’s grace and what He does when you’re blessed 
to be able to come to a moment and a 9me like that. How can you give words to describe that? 

…I also have heard you, says the Eternal. What a beau9ful thing for Josiah to hear. Not directly to him, but 
through the means that it should have been, the proper government, of how God works in our lives, things 
we need to grasp and comprehend. We’re ever learning within the Church, ever learning. 

Surely, therefore, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace. 
Now, this was what was told him that would happen. …and your eyes shall not see the calamity which I 
will bring to this place. So, it was going to happen aierwards, the things that were going to happen to 

God’s Glory and Greatness, Pt. 2  14



Judah. God brought him to this. God brought him to this moment in 9me to experience this because of 
what God was crea9ng in him. Incredible. 

So they brought back word to the king. So, they came back and told him all that taken place there and 
what God had said through a prophetess to give to him. 

2 Kings 23:1—Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to him. The king 
went up to the house of the Eternal with all the men of Judah, and with all the inhabitants of Jerusalem
—of the priests, the prophets, and of the people, both small and great. Then he read in their hearing all 
the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the Eternal. Then the king 
stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Eternal, to follow the Eternal and to keep His 
commandments and His tesCmonies and His statutes, with all his heart and with all his soul, to perform 
the words of the covenant that were wriKen in this book. 

So, closest thing I can relate to this, in this respect, is when you’re called to a point of bap9sm and your 
mind is opened up and you’re learning things so quickly. Then you finally come to this moment in 9me that 
you commit, that you make a commitment. He made a commitment here. That’s what this is about. All 
these that happened to bring him to this moment. 

Everyone whom God calls; we have to come to that moment where we are able to make such a choice if 
that’s offered to us. And basically, bap9sm is that for the Church because of what you’re offered, because 
of what you tell God, “I’m yours. I’m not going to do things my own way.” Yet the majority of people who 
have come into this body and into the Church over the last 2,000 years have done exactly that, they’ve 
gone against that. They’ve turned against that commitment. They’ve lied to God. 

… His commandments and His tesCmonies and His statutes, with all his heart and all of his soul, to 
perform the words of this covenant that were wriKen in this book. So, all the people took a stand for 
the covenant. So, they weren’t being worked with in the same way that he was, but they were moved by 
this occasion because God’s spirit helped to move them. For them it was very much on a physical plane. 
But again, there are differences within this whole process at different 9mes with whom God is working. 

Verse 4—Then the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the 
doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the Eternal all the arCcles that were made for Baal and 
Asherah. Now, these things were in the temple! He’s just coming to a point where he’s coming to a deeper 
convic9on. It’s like what we do, we begin to change everything in our life when we start seeing certain 
things. We see, you know, certain customs and things. “This tree is not going to go up there anymore in 
the corner over there with the lights on it this year.” Various other things that people have to do in their 
life to change from one to another. This is happening very much on a very physical plane because these 
things had been in the temple and so forth. 

Asherah, the Canaanite goddess where that’s associated with Ishtar, Easter. …and for all the host of 
heaven; and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel. 
Then he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense on the 
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high places of the ciCes of Judah and in the places around Jerusalem, and those who burned incense to 
Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellaCons, and to all the host of heaven. 

So, all this garbage was going on even up to this point in 9me, even though he had a different mind and 
those who were working with him had a different mind because of what had been passed down. But when 
you have fiiy-five years of a king that went as far as he did, from away from the truth, it takes 9me to get 
back on track! God was going to bring them back on track in that sense as far as the physical carnal na9on, 
but one that was looking to Him. 

Then he brought out… But there are so may analogies to these things, of what we’ve gone through even 
on a spiritual plane within the Church. There really are, over and over again. 

Then he brought out the wooden image from the house of the Eternal to the Brook Kidron outside 
Jerusalem, burned it in the Brook Kidron and ground it to ashes, and threw all the ashes on the graves of 
the children of the people. Now, what this is about from everything that has been revealed to this point in 
9me, there were those things that had been done by Manasseh, King Manasseh, to where they’d even 
offered up their own children in fire to Moloch, serving false gods. So, this is descrip9ve of some of this 
then, of what had happened to them in the same area, the same place. 

Verse 21, jumping on down here, Then the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the Passover. 
So, he came to this now. Isn’t that an awesome thing? We all come to this. This is akin to bap9sm because 
it’s the beginning of something. It leads us to Passover, as far as we’re concerned, in our lives year aier 
year. So, they have that which is a set 9me and so this is what they’re going to do. They’re going to go back 
now and begin observing the things that were wriMen in the law. One of them is the beginning of Passover 
here, as it talks about. 

…Keep the Passover to the Eternal your God, as it is wriKen in the Book of the Covenant. Surely there 
has never been such a Passover held since the days of the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of 
the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. So, what he did was big, and you can read about some of those 
things in other scriptures. We’re not going to go through the en9re story, but this was massive, this 
observance. 

But in the eighteenth year, again, he was age twenty-six of king Josiah this Passover was held before the 
Eternal in Jerusalem. Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted mediums and spirits, and “put 
away” probably means more than just sent away. …the consulted mediums and spirits, the household 
gods and idols, and all the abominaCons that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he 
might perform the words of the law which were wriKen in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the 
house of the Eternal. 

Now, before him there was no king like him, who turned to the Eternal with all of his heart, with all of 
his soul, and with all of his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor aOer him did any arise like him. 
So, this is unique because it’s a maMer of turning from that which he didn’t know. David was different. He 
was a man aier God’s own heart, but he didn’t have this event like this take place where he had to turn 
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from things they were ignorant of and didn’t know. This is what this is referring to, in that respect, in a very 
powerful way, akin to king David because he did it with all of his being, he truly did. But it’s making it clear 
here there was none like Josiah who had done anything like this before, nor aier. 

Nevertheless, the Eternal did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath, which was a maMer of 
judgment. Because it was 9me. He allowed Manasseh to do what he did. There were various things that 
happened from 9me to 9me. And again, God knows what human beings will do unless God is working with 
them to maintain, to keep something at a certain level.  

Just like in the judges, he let human nature be a part of people’s lives. So what happened in the whole 
history of the judges? They would start doing things they weren’t supposed to do, they turned from God, 
and then God allowed others, because He gave them protec9on. So, now when He takes the protec9on 
away these other na9ons start coming up or different ones coming in and start killing or so forth. So, now, 
like human nature, God help us! We’ll do ‘this,’ we’ll do ‘that,’” someone comes close to death and 
different ones are being destroyed it’s like, “I’m going to have this moment,” but it’s not genuine, it’s not 
true. It’s not going to be very long las9ng, “but we want your help.” Anyway, human nature. So, God knows 
this about us. 

So, this is part of what’s entering in here over and over again through history, the 9me of the judges, and 
so God has to intervene to stop this. He raises up someone because He’s working with them to give them 
deliverance. And so, when God intervenes to give someone deliverance… He raised up Josiah to give 
deliverance; He was working with Josiah. 

We have the power of choices. Unless God intervenes we don’t have a chance because we’re selfish 
human beings. “Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” rules. 

Nevertheless, the Eternal did not turn from the fierceness of His wrath. I think I skipped past something 
too, here, concerning Josiah, because I had men9oned “God said you would go to…”  “There were certain 
things you would see and not see as you came to your point of your death.” But it didn’t totally work out 
that way because he did something he wasn’t supposed to. But he was s9ll very blessed in all that he did, 
but when it came to that point, because of not listening, he died in a way that he didn’t have to if he’d 
listened. 

Nevertheless, the Eternal did not turn from the fierceness of His wrath with which His anger was 
aroused against Judah, because of all the provocaCons with which Manasseh had provoked Him. So, the 
Eternal said, I will also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel. It was already prophesied 
over—I didn’t give the exact numbers here—but has to be around 100 years plus, that this was going to 
happen. Very specific we’re going to find out as we go along in the story. 

So, it’s a maMer of how God is working with, molding and fashioning to bring to this moment in 9me. He’s 
s9ll reminding them. To look at it on a physical plane as well, it’s because of Manasseh that the strength of 
the judgment has been made. Because God allowed him to go, because He allowed him to have fiiy-five 
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years. The longer you’re given when you’re doing wrong, it just gets worse and worse, and that’s what 
happened. The longer the kingdom was away… 

It's like where would the Church have been. We had an apostasy, yes, but if it’d been allowed to go on 
there wouldn’t have been anything lei. There wasn’t anything lei anyway! It came to a point that if we 
were just allowed to be as we were without an apostasy even, where would the Church have been? What 
could have been saved later on? It doesn’t mean God can’t, but surely, you have to work with them in a 
different way and it wouldn’t be a group that was able to come out of an apostasy. I hope you understand 
what I’m saying. There’s 9ming of events and when God intervenes and what He does. 

When it came to this it was a maMer, “Remember Manasseh. Look how far you can go away from the 
truth. Look how bad it can get when lei to yourself without My interven9on, without My guidance, 
without My help in your life.” Manasseh is a perfect example of that, so God had to raise up someone to 
deliver. But the judgment was s9ll there because of what had happened before. 

I can’t help but—we are going to receive this in different ways here—but to marvel at what God did and 
what God said, all by design and purpose. Because this was all designed to let them go as far as they 
wanted, knowing how bad they would become during that fiiy-five years. God knew it. He knew exactly 
what an individual would do of that nature, of that mindset aier going through his history and his 
upbringing and what had happened before and leading to this point. Unless He intervenes to stop it and 
turn it around that’s the way it’s going to stay. 

Just like the kings of Israel, “Every one of them followed in the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.” Says it 
again and again and again. Why? God didn’t raise anyone up to deliver them, to bring them to Him. It 
wasn’t His purpose. The purpose was to let them go into cap9vity, all ten tribes. Incredible. 

All we can do is marvel at things like this, truly. We should marvel, be in awe of how God worked with 
individuals, na9ons, and people at different 9mes. There is much to be learned from this. The more you 
look at it and the more God’s spirit works with you in those things the more you will see, truly. 

Verse 28—Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not wriKen in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? In his days pharaoh Necho King of Egypt went to the aid of the King of 
Assyria, to the river Euphrates. This is the extent of his kingdom, and this is what he’s talking about there. 
So, he sends up this army. …and king Josiah went against him. So, we’re talking about 609 BC now. So, this 
is when this all took place. 

So, he’s coming up there, pharaoh Necho, the Egyp9an army is coming up through there, coming up 
through Judah, and Josiah goes out to go to baMle with him. …and Josiah went against him. And he, 
speaking of the pharaoh, Necho, killed him at Megiddo. That was 609 BC. 

So, this was a point in 9me, again, of the Babylonians coming in and conquering the northern regions. 
Egypt has stumbled, they have to stumble up here because of what Josiah did, and anyway, the story goes 
on. 
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Then his servants moved his body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him 
in his own tomb. Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, anointed him, and made 
him king in his father’s place. Now, again here, this en9re history is most important because of how God 
was working out His plan and purpose for the na9on of Judah. That’s why everything took place in a very 
9mely fashion, coordina9ng it with what was happening with the Medes and the Babylonians, what was 
happening then with Assyria to the north, what was happening with Egypt, what was happening with 
Judah and what Josiah would do. 

So, before proceeding here and going into 2nd Kings, the 9ming of some of these events I’m going to go 
through here again. The Babylonians and Medes formed, again, this close alliance through this marriage. 
This is when Nabopolassar was ruling Babylon, who was, again, that first king of Babylon. With the Medes 
they went up against the Assyrians. They were first defeated in Nineveh, because it fell three years earlier, 
Nineveh did. But the kingdom was s9ll in power in different areas there and s9ll had a great army. This is 
what was taking place now in Assyria. So, took 9me here for it’s total collapse, the government, Nineveh, 
and now the rest that was resis9ng. 

Now, in some of these things we’re coming up to a point in 9me—it doesn’t happen for four more years—
when Nabopolassar dies. So, as to what his health was, history in some of these things is basically 
nonexistent. Most everything is in the Bible, actually, and historians don’t like to use that as a source of 
authority so that’s why there’s a lot of conflict. Because then those who are scholars they try to use what 
historians say and they try to piece things together and the reality is it can’t because they’re not working 
from the same plane anyway. So, there’s a lot of contradic9on and so forth that takes place here. It’s 
exceedingly confusing when you read various sources. 

So again here, it isn’t clear here whether or not he was actually leading them. It’s very possible, and 
certainly he was involved, Nebuchadnezzar was involved in the wars and the figh9ng. And oien 9mes this 
would happen, a king would go out with the forces when they’re invading and oien9mes a son, like in this 
par9cular case here, or even the son is sent ahead to do it if the father is not able to. At some point this is 
what had to have happened. At what point, we don’t know. But Nebuchadnezzar was always at the 
forefront of these things. He was being worked with to become the next king. Nabopolassar was ill at 
some point here, obviously, before he died at 605. 

So again here, Nineveh fell in 612, Assyria, 609, we have the Egyp9ans coming up, Josiah goes out against 
them in 609. He’s killed in Megiddo and a new king is placed in power there by Pharaoh Necho. Well, 
we’re coming to that. We haven’t hit that yet. The people of the land made the other one king. Pharoah 
comes along and removes him and places someone else in power. 

So, this is a part we come to then and let’s go ahead and pick it up here in 2 Kings 23:30—Then his 
servants moved his body, speaking of Josiah, in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and 
buried him in his own tomb. Then the people of the land... Again, this is where they took Jehoahaz the 
son of Josiah, anointed him, and made him king in his father’s place. 
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But again, the story isn’t over with because it goes on then here in verse 31—Jehoahaz was twenty and 
three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months. So, he didn’t last too long. 

Then it jumps down to verse 32—He did that which was evil in the sight of the Eternal, according to all 
that his fathers had done. So, incredible things that can happen in the minds of people and what they 
choose. Ones being worked with; another isn’t being worked with in the same manner, and if an individual 
isn’t being worked with by God you know what happens? We tend to go to our own thinking, our own 
ways, our own plans. That’s happened even through 9me. If God’s working with you you’re very blessed. 
It’s for a purpose. If others aren’t, there’s a purpose in that too. 

God has a different 9ming for people. A different way to work with individuals. Some is going to be in the 
Millennium here. There’s going to be some incredible things that happen with some of our past as we go 
into the Millennium because so many know, and then when it comes to pass and when Joshua is here, and 
the 144,000, preMy tough to ignore that one. So, there is going to be a lot of repen9ng for those who are 
blessed to live on into that period of 9me. There are going to be a lot who are blessed who are a part of 
our history. Then for others it’s going to be the Great White Throne. 

So, it says here, “He did that which was evil in the sight of the Eternal.” Kind of hard to imagine but human 
nature is human nature, and we’ve seen all kinds of things happen in the Church. Something like this 
shouldn’t surprise us. 

Then Pharaoh Necho put him bound or in prison at Riblah. And so, basically here, he was confined there. 
Whether he was in chains, whether he was in a prison, whatever, but he was confined there by the 
military in whatever state it was, we don’t really know. But he was held there in the land of Hamath, that 
he might not reign in Jerusalem. So, a liMle distance away. 

…and put the land to a tribute of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. So, huge amounts here 
that were to be paid in tribute year by year to Pharaoh Necho of Egypt because he was s9ll reigning in that 
part of the world. The Babylonians hadn’t come down yet. He was s9ll reigning in that par9cular area. So, 
before he returned to Egypt he put upon them this tribute, taxa9on, if you will. 

Then Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of his father Josiah and changed 
his name to Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim is the one being worked with now in the sense of who is over the area 
here. We’re going to come to that next Sabbath, but I believe he reigns then for eleven years. He doesn’t 
do a real good job, as we’re going to find out as we con9nue on in the story here, but it’s a part of the 
story. But anyway, this is a beginning. In 609 he’s established. 

So, a lot of things happen at this period of 9me that God makes very clear all these things are happening. 
God’s very much over this process, allowing certain things to take place in people’s lives but making 
certain that certain things take place in order to fulfill a greater purpose that He has that’s coming, that 
has to happen as far as Judah is even concerned and as far as Egypt. Because Egypt is going to be dealt 
with in all this as well before this is over with because they can’t be allowed to con9nue on to be a great 
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power because of what God is going to do. They have to be removed from the area of Judah. God’s going 
to do all this; He’s going to see to it that it’s taken care of. Incredible. 

So again here, Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king … changed his name to Jehoiakim and 
took Jehoahaz and went on down to Egypt with him. So, he’d been kept in this place in Riblah, from being 
able to do anything as far as sway over Judah. He removed him then to this area un9l he was ready to go 
on down into Egypt. When he was ready to go down and establish the new king over Judah, his forces, he 
went, took him with him, the one that the people had set up as the king and took him on down into Egypt 
and there is where he died. 

So, that’s the part of the story here. I’m not going to con9nue on with the rest because it takes some 9me 
here now to go into the next sec9on here. But we’re going to go through some of the story then of 
Jehoiakim. What even becomes a liMle confusing later on is Jehoiachin, but it’s pronounced “kin.” That’s 
why some of these things are a liMle hard some9mes to follow through with because they sound like 
you’re talking about the same one.  I even found myself typing the wrong one at 9mes because the names 
of the kings are so close in what they mean. 

But to be in awe, again, of what God has done through 9me and through this period of 9me, as we go 
deeper into this, to me the deeper we go into some of this and the actual cap9vity then of Judah, it 
becomes more incredible because it’s about this sermon. It’s about the glory and the greatness of God. 
We’re to be in awe of that. God is giving us an ability to be more in awe of things He’s done through 9me. 

Again, I go back to the stories that we’ve gone through recently, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and you see 
the minute things with which God worked to bring them along, to work with them, to mold and fashion 
them, to bring about twelve sons and all that he had to go through un9l He was able to come back down. 
Anyway, some of the travels that took place and what took place around Bethel. All the things of history 
and God working with them, it’s so incredible. To see that power and that might, that God is molding and 
fashioning. 

It’s not just the na9ons and the kingdoms. What is it about? The individuals. Because over 4,000 years of 
9me God worked individually with people. Joshua wasn’t here yet. The Church hadn’t become established. 
There was great purpose in those who would be called out over a long span of 9me, molded and 
fashioned by things that they would experience in the world and the world around them, and they had to 
be of a certain state and condi9on for them to learn what they needed to learn. 

Just like as we’re going to go through in the story, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel especially, the things they went 
through and what they experienced in the span of 9me in which they experienced it, are phenomenal. 
There is a lot that happened in this period of 9me and it’s so important as a part of God’s plan and 
purpose. 

And so you think of all of this that had taken place, of God working with the brothers, Judah then, the 
cap9vity, Egypt, everything to this moment in 9me, and it’s so incredible. Hopefully we can’t help but be in 
awe of God Almighty and how He molds and fashions our lives if we will yield to Him.

God’s Glory and Greatness, Pt. 2  21


