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Today will be the conclusion of the current series we've been going through, entitled Baptism and Our Oath. This is Part 5, and this is the conclusion today of this.
I've been inspired by going through all this to look at things that have hit me in a stronger way in the sense of thinking about what an oath means. God gives an oath, the oath He gave to Abraham, and the oath that has been a part of a process leading up to the time of Christ, and then the Church being established, and then what we say at baptism, and realizing what we've agreed to is an affirmation of that with God, that this is the process we want to go through, and recognize Him and Christ in the manner that we should, and never let go, fight for it with all of our being.
Anyway, last Sabbath, in Part 4, we were going through the various Church eras there and had completed that as far as looking at it in the sense that every era, as a whole, the ones we looked at there especially and focused upon, had certain things they had to work with, that they had to be aware of. Which was really a warning to all the Church throughout time because those things have happened throughout time in various degrees or another, but some were more pronounced, and that's why they had a specific era noted for a specific thing.
But again here, showing the importance of repentance, something we can never stop doing. And when people stop doing that, when they don't continue to look at their lives and examine their lives and seek to change and draw closer to God, then we're in trouble. Because we constantly need to change. There's always a growth pattern there of conquering certain things, and then God will show us more in a refined way because it's a refining process. Just like gold and silver being refined, we go through a spiritual refining process, and there's always more to get rid of. There are things that need to come to the surface that we can work with, and God will help us in that process, but we have to respond as well and repent and seek to do and seek to change and seek to become at one with God.
But anyway, today we're going to go, first of all, in Philippians. We are to change. We are to think differently. That's what repentance is about. A long lifelong process. And it's a process, then, as I said, of becoming transformed from selfish thinking to God's thinking. That's a beautiful thing when you realize and understand what that means more deeply, even that it's being of the same mind of Christ. It's of that thinking that's based upon right principles, true principles, godly love, and a matter of judgment on our part as well as to accomplish those things.
But we’ll begin here in Philippians 2. And this process, then, of doing just that has much to do with our oath and our promise to God at baptism. Philippians 2:1—Therefore, if there is… I don’t like the word “any consolation” because it’s not a term that really applies to what’s being talked about here in the sense of how we think about it. It’s a word that would be better translated, Therefore, if there is certain admonition or exhortation in Christ.
So, it’s about what comes through the process of a relationship with Christ that is given to us through the power of the holy spirit. Because that’s how it works. God has given everything into His charge, and it goes through Him to the Church. He gives to the Church to us the things that we need.
…if there is certain admonition in Christ, if any comfort of agape… Of God’s love, which is what this is about, in essence. …if any fellowship of the spirit. So, this is how we have a relationship with God; it’s through a changing in mind, a changing of thinking of how we see others, especially in God’s Church (and even in the world at times, but especially in the Church) because it becomes more of a spiritual matter in fellowship and a relationship then with Joshua and with God the Father.
So, it says, if any fellowship of the spirit. Because that’s what we want. …if any affection and mercy, or really the word being “gracious,” to me, is a better one, what’s being talked about here. I don’t want to go back into that, talking about some of the things having to do with the word and how incapable mankind is in so much of this. But we are to learn it; we are to learn to be that way. But thinking more in the terms of being gracious towards others because that’s how God is to us.
…fulfill my joy by being like-minded. This word has more to do with the thinking in the Greek language. It’s a like-mindedness, but it has to do with the same thinking. So, what is that thinking? And so, if we understand where it comes from, what it’s motivated by, that it has to come from God through Christ to us, and that we’re able to become at one with that in the sense of the mind and what we believe and what we know, then it comes down to how do we think about things?
…fulfill my joy, be of the same thinking (like-minded), having the same love. So, it mentions it again, agape, “having the same love.” We learn in the Church that we don’t have that. Of and by ourselves, we’ve never experienced it until we’ve come to the point of having hands laid upon us. And then, finally, we can begin to experience it. God begins to show it to us; He blesses us to begin to have some experience with it. But we’re still selfish, as our nature is, and we so often then react that way to adverse things or things that challenge us because of our carnal, selfish human nature. And so, the desire is to grow in this, of the same mind, of the same thinking that produces this. That comes from God.
…of one accord. It’s really stressing this in a profound way, very strong in what Paul is saying here, “of one accord,” that we be of that as a Body, as a Church, or basically, in the Greek language, if you will, “of the same purpose.” What is our purpose? We have to understand our calling, what God is doing in our lives, what this is all about. And then, as we hold on to that with all of our being, we understand it’s about an opportunity to change, to be transformed in our thinking so we can become a part of Elohim.
That’s our purpose. That’s why God created mankind, to have opportunity in time, in His time, to be called, to be given the impregnation of His spirit, if we’re able to be given it, if we’re able to receive it, if we’re able to choose to live it, and then to grow in that thinking, in that mind, in that unity and oneness of spirit.
…of one accord or the same purpose, of one mind (of one thinking). So again, this goes back to that which is very basic that comes from God, how God thinks, why God does what He does. 
To me, the matter of judgment becomes so important in all of this. Because when we judge things, there’s a reaction then in our mind as to how we’re going to deal with things in the world, with people, especially. And how we deal with people becomes exceedingly important with God because it has to do with whether our mind is truly being changed in how we do deal with people, and how we think about people. Are we at one with Christ and with God in how we think about others? And so much of that has to do with how we judge.
And as physical, carnal, selfish human beings, we don’t judge well, we don’t judge matters in life very well because we judge it from selfishness, “the way I think things should be done,” “the way I think they should do it.” Judgment. We have to be so careful of that. God doesn’t judge us that way. He doesn’t work with us in that manner. He works to help us to change, as we want to change, but He doesn’t judge as human beings do by any measure.
That’s why I love what it says about Christ and how He judged. Basically said, in essence, He judges no one, but if He does judge… Is that a contradiction? Not at all. Because He makes it clear it’s about a matter of the way God does it, because He’s at one with God, because it comes from God. So again here, “Of one thinking.”
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition. Or selfishness, just selfishness. That’s the problem. Because we don’t judge right when we’re selfish in the way we think things should be, or how we think things should be, or what other people should think, do, or say, or live, or whatever it might be, and we tend to do that regularly in our lives. We have to be so careful of it.
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition,” from “The way I see it…” Because then, you’re wrong automatically. Hope we understand that. If we just do it because of the way we see it, then we’re wrong. But if it’s a matter that it’s because of God, of God’s Church, the way God says things should be, and we’re striving to be at one with God… Even in that we’re going to know how to deal with matters in a unique way. And so often, you know what? It’s a matter of giving people time. Giving people time. Letting people be themselves. Giving them the freedom for self to be responsible to God.
We don’t control people’s lives, and we’re not supposed to control people’s lives. God doesn’t try to control our lives. He lets us make free choices, and we have to think that way. Unless there is a need for responsibility as a matter of government, for intervening in a matter, which sometimes is a case when God says it’s important enough, bad enough that you should speak to your brother alone or maybe the ministry should know about a particular matter because it’s important enough and severe enough that this is threatening enough to the individual’s own welfare. Then they will deal with it, whatever it might be, or if something becomes so bad…
But I’ve mentioned so many times, I strive to follow that pattern because God’s given that, to let God bring things to the surface to be dealt with. Not to interfere with the process before it gets there, but to give people time, and oftentimes, the benefit of the doubt. If we’re in the Church, we should be treated as being in the Church. We should be looked upon as being in the Church unless or until God changes that. And then if we grasp that everyone is in the Church, in the Body of Christ, then we’re held accountable for how we treat them and how we think toward them, and how we deal with them in life. Awesome! And a great responsibility there for every one of us.
So, that's why it says then, “let nothing be done through selfish ambition.” For as perverted as it is with human beings, selfishness, it is an ambition. If we think someone is wrong about a matter and we think we need to insert ourselves into their lives, that they should do something different, and we do that, then we're getting something out of it, and it's our own selfish ambition. That's the way, really, we should see it. What are we getting out of it? Are we supposed to get something out of that, or are we supposed to deal with it in a different manner?
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition.” In other words, seeking to put oneself forward before others. And if we're judging, that's exactly what we do. Putting our self forward before others in a wrong and a distorted manner.
We have to learn how God thinks and how God works with us. If we can learn how God works with us, how Christ worked with us, then we can learn so much about relationships, fellowship, as it's talking about here in some of the context of what's being discussed, that which we have in Christ, powerful.
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or vain glory, esteeming self. So, sometimes that even goes to a point of self trying to raise itself up, wanting to be seen by others in a way that is unnecessary. That's not what it's about. It's not about ourselves, raising ourselves up, or esteeming ourselves, or feeling better about getting our way in a matter.
…or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind. Humility, being of a humble spirit. …in lowliness of mind let each esteem others… not “better than.” That’s not the word. Those aren’t the right words at all. It’s not about being better than someone else, even though sometimes that's how we're thinking, we're better than… That's why we judge in the way we do.
But here it's saying, “but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others,” in essence, “above.” The word has to do with “above” or “over” themselves. Others. In other words, we're not always to be first in life. Our way isn't supposed to be first in life. God's way is, but not our way. Not our way of seeing things and judging things. That's why sometimes we have to back off and back away and think about what we're doing and how we're doing it and what others are doing, to give room.
God doesn't come down and slap the tar out of us every time we do something wrong. It doesn't work that way. He gives us time. He gives us opportunity to make choices that we have to make as to how much we want His way of life, as to how much we are willing and wanting to put Him first, of wanting and desiring His spirit, Him and Joshua to live in us every day. That's what it's about. And that life, then, we have to have in order to be right toward others.
Let each of you look not only on your own interest. Because that’s what we do! That’s what we’re like as human beings. We come first. We place ourselves first, our wants, our desires, “the way I see it.” Let each of you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others. So that's a different mindset, a different way of thinking in a relationship toward others.
And then verse 5 it says, Let this mind be in you which was also in Joshua the Christ. So we’re to learn from the examples in scripture about Christ and things that He said and things that He taught on a regular basis that so often have to do with matters of judgment or of care and concern for others. On and on it goes.
Let's turn over to 1st Peter.
So, this is what we chose, this kind of right thinking. We want to change our thinking. We want it to become transformed. We don't want to be carnal. We don't want to be selfish by nature. We want more of what? Agape. That's what it's talking about here. “Any comfort of love,” and then it goes on to say, “then having the same love.” And how do we have that? We can't have it without God's help. It doesn't come from us. It doesn't come out of us by ourselves. Only through the power of the holy spirit can it exist. Awesome!
1 Peter 4:1—Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, for the sake of others. This is a part of the thinking here in part of the context, in essence – for others. That’s why He suffered like He did. …suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind. A lot of the tendency of human nature sometimes, if things don't work out the way we want them or we think somebody should be doing something in a different manner, and maybe we give our advice or whatever we think it is, and they don't do it, how do we react? How do we think? We have to be careful about whether we do it or not in the first place – what comes out of self, what is said.
“Arm yourselves with the same mind.” Again, that word, the same thinking. How do they work with us? What did Christ say our relationships should be like?
…for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin. Do we know what that means? There are times, because we live in the flesh, we're carnal human beings. We have access to God and the power of God's spirit in our lives, and we're blessed to receive of His spirit as long as we do those things and ask for those things we're supposed to in a relationship with God.
But it's talking about what comes out of a human being when we're not of the same mind, and we do things from self and from selfishness. So often, what comes out of that is sin. And sometimes we don't realize that. Because judgment, so often it's a matter of sinning because we're not thinking the way God says to think. And it may not come out in words. It may not come out in actions. So often it does. But again here, we have to be so careful that we want to be of the same mind, of the same thinking, to do things in the same way.
And if we suffer in the flesh, what does that mean? You deny self. You deny what you want. And sometimes that has to do, in relationships, with how you think an outcome should be in a certain way or at a certain time even. And those things so often are not within our control, nor are they supposed to be. They're in each individual’s. We're all responsible to God for what we do and how we do it, how we think, and so forth. How we work with others, how we treat others, how we talk about others, how we think about others, and how we judge.
And if we go out of bounds in that kind of thing and do it in an improper way, sin is a result of that if we're not denying self. So, that's a large part of what's being discussed here. It's about a mind and a way of thinking and a willingness to suffer in the flesh. Because self does suffer oftentimes when it doesn't get its way, doesn't it? When you have to say no to self, that's a battle. And it can take a battle. There are times you have to go and pray and ask God for help to think right, for right thinking, for right attitude. And that's an important thing to understand, we can go to God and ask for this, seek that kind of help. And the more we seek God's help, you know what? The less sin there is. Because here's where we sin, in the mind and how we think, and how we respond to matters in a wrong way.
…that they no longer should live the rest of their time in the flesh to the lusts of mankind. Because that's what selfishness does. Selfishness is about lust, “the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” Because it has to do with thinking that's not right, that's not in agreement with God, is not of the same thinking of God or Christ, because they wouldn't do that, they don't do that, and we do as human beings.
…that they no longer should live the rest of their time in the flesh to the lusts of mankind, but to the will of God. What is the will of God? Well, that's what we've been looking at. God doesn't want us to be selfish. He wants us to see our selfishness. He wants us to conquer it, fight it, overcome it. Let the mind be transformed. Because that's what determines, to the degree, the mind is actually being transformed. The more we yield to that and want that and become of the same thinking, our minds are changing. But if we don't, there are parts of our mind that must be gotten rid of, repented of, changed. And those are battles; they're spiritual battles.
Let’s turn over to 1st Corinthians 1.
So when we acknowledge them, God, Christ, primarily Christ at baptism, because of what we're getting ready to go through, and speak of Him being Lord and Teacher or Master and Teacher. These are the kinds of things we're talking about, acknowledging that, that that's the instruction we should receive, that's the thinking we should receive, and not of ourselves, but from them.
1 Corinthians 1:4—I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Joshua the Christ. And so, we get called into the Church, we make certain choices and decisions, then we can become part of the Body of Christ, the Church of God, receiving the impregnation of God's spirit in our life.
And this is where the fullness of grace comes from. All the favor of God, the mercy of God, the forgiveness from God through Joshua, all these things have to do with what comes through Christ to us when we come into the Church after we're baptized, as we go through that process.
…that you were enriched in everything by Him in all speaking and all knowledge. In other words, what comes out of our mouth and what we know, what we learn as Him being our Teacher. It's acknowledging that's where our guidance and direction, and instruction comes from. He opens up our mind to receive it, to know the truth. And then our speaking can be right as we receive it. And in those things we need to change, which we hear sometimes then in Sabbath services or on a High Day because God's always helping us to become refined, wants us to become a part of Elohim. Which means we have to go through a process of being refined, getting rid of the dross, the stuff that shouldn't be there.
…that you were enriched in everything by Him in all speaking and all knowledge, even as the witness of Christ was established in you. Those are big words. There’s a lot said right there. What does that mean about the witness of Christ that should be in us? It means our lives should witness, should be a testimony that we're living right and that Christ is in us, that we have God's spirit that leads and guides and directs us, and we're yielding to that and we're repenting of the wrong things in our life. Awesome! This is powerful in what it's saying here.
“Even as the witness of Christ was established in you.” So again here, when it talks about something like that, it's about a matter of what's being reflected in our life. Does it, is it a testimony, then? Is there a reflection there of what's in our life, that it's of Christ? Because we can't do these things on our own. We can't do what is right on our own. Only if Christ is in us, and His Father.
…so that you come short in no gift. So, we want to grow, we want to be filled with as much as we can receive of God and God's way of life. …eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Joshua the Christ. So, every era of the Church has done this, looking forward to Christ coming, and very likely indeed in every era believing it's going to be in their time. It's the way it's always been.
…who will also establish you to the end. So, God is faithful, Christ is faithful, and we can become established in this way of life as we grow, as we change, as we draw closer to God, as that witness is in our life. And that will carry us through all the way to the end if we yield ourselves to the process, and are faithful to it, faithful to the oath that we made at baptism.
…to be blameless in the day of our Lord Joshua the Christ. So this can have to do with just a person dying, and that's your day. That's when He's come for you. You know, you're dead, and if you've lived what is right and you've been sealed, it's done. If you're still alive, well, the same thing is true, even at His literal coming. And we know that we're not without blame in our lives. We know we have sin. But because we seek to live this way of life and we strive to do it and we strive to draw close to God, we strive to put God first, we desire and we want His holy spirit to always be in us, and we're seeking through repentance, change, and growth and overcoming that's accounted to us as righteousness. We are blameless. Beautiful. Knowing we still have more refinement, but God brings us to a certain point in time where He says, "That's enough. I know you." Awesome!
Verse 9—God is faithful. So, He gives an oath, we know it's absolute. He's going to carry things out. Anything He said, it's going to be done. It's going to be done exactly the way He said.
…by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son. He's faithful. He's blessed us with a process of salvation in order to become a part of His Family. And we're given then to Christ in the Body of Christ, the Church of God, in a fellowship that we're able to have. We're so richly blessed sometimes it's just hard for us to grasp how blessed we are, how rich we are. Because it's about the spiritual things of life.
We don't take anything with us, and everything out there is ours. Everything. That's what God says we're going to inherit. And what are you going to do with it? There's too much. So anyway, awesome what God is doing in His Family, preparing that Family. 
Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Joshua the Christ, that you all speak the same thing. That whatever comes out of our mouth we’re of the same thinking and of the same mind. That’s a beautiful thing. I love it when there’s absolute unity and oneness with God. And then whatever we speak is going to reflect that; it’s going to reflect that witness that Christ is in us. Because we have all experienced in the Church of God where that hasn’t been true. We have witnessed those things; we have seen those things, and we’re supposed to. We’re supposed to recognize the difference.
And when someone doesn’t speak the same thing, it depends on how far they go, how much they go into, or whatever it might be, but once it becomes a problem that God brings to the surface and says, “That’s enough,” then it gets dealt with. Because He gives us a lot of time sometimes to repent. A lot of time. He's exceedingly patient with us. It's really incredible how long sometimes God allows things to continue on, of sometimes outright disobedience in certain areas of life until we can become strengthened in a particular area, and then avenues, things are given to us. For a long time. Do we hear it? Do we understand that's about us and we want to change, and we repent and want help and fight and fight and fight? Well, that's a choice everyone has to make.
So, he said, Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Joshua the Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you. So we should understand in a very powerful way the importance of unity, oneness. To become at one with God? That's why I think of all the scattered groups out there and how deceived the mind can become once it's asleep or cut off and cut off from the flow of God's holy spirit. And you can begin to think and feel that God is working with all. Just like the Protestant world: “God's working with us all, but just in a different way to bring us to the same thing.” Baloney. Baloney! Bull. Really!
You think, where is the unity and the oneness in that? How can anyone teach 14/15? How can someone else pervert Pentecost? And on and on it goes. And all the different ideas people can come up with that are not in unity and oneness, especially at this time, like this, after everything we've gone through. Well, the answer should be, it'll be clear, if we're close to God, truly. And thankfully, we are so blessed in that.
…and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind. Here it’s different than just the word “thinking.” It’s a word, when it has to do with, when it talks about this mind now, it’s about the ability to perceive and the ability to understand. It’s expressed beautifully here, perfectly joined together in the same understanding, and that’s accomplished only by God’s spirit. It’s like when any new truth comes along, either we see it, and we receive it into our life, embrace it, and realize this is truth, that now I can understand and see something, understand, that I couldn’t before. And now, all of a sudden, wham, it’s there. How clear! Joshua, not Jesus. And when that decision is made, that has to come from God in the timing that God gives, awesome!
That He hasn't eternally existed. That He had a beginning, and it was in the womb on a physical plane. Beautiful! Awesome to see that. And on and on and on it goes, of all the truths that God has given to us that we're able to see and understand. And we're continually building upon those things as well. That's what God is doing in our lives.
I want to read that again here. “But that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind,” perception, understanding, which is a spiritual thing. God gives it. It's a beautiful thing when we receive it then because we have to make that choice whether we'll receive it when it comes along, whatever it is.
…and in the same judgment. And it could be something really physical, “Don't wear any more makeup.” “You can wear makeup.” “You can't.” And you're of the same judgment. “That's what was said, that's what I'm going to do because I know how God works.” It's as simple as that. Shot or not a shot. Amazing. “My life's in God's hands. If it's totally poisonous, that's life.” (I'm sorry.) It's a matter of a conviction toward God and how God works. It's not just a physical thing. So many things aren't just physical. They're spiritual because of the thinking and what we receive or don't receive in our minds.
So, “of the same judgment.” And I've already gone through and talked about some matters of judgment in life, that that's a lifelong process to growing in a mind of judgment according to the will of God. And even in that, sometimes we can deceive ourselves, “Well, that's God's will.” No, sometimes it's really ours, just twisting it around a little bit in a different way. That's our interpretation. Human nature is human nature, and sometimes it just wants to come out no matter what.
So, the next portion of the baptism ceremony we're going to look at is what is stated here:
You are here because you have chosen to acknowledge and repent of your sins [which we've been addressing], and now desire to be baptized and be forgiven, through your acceptance of Joshua the Christ as your Passover and Savior.
Powerful words.
I'm not going to spend much time on this because we've been talking about it a great deal. But first, to accept Joshua the Christ is about embracing Him in one's life, of receiving Him into one's life, which is truly about wanting Him to dwell in us. Because that's how it's done. That's how He's our Savior, it’s to receive Him as our Passover, to realize the importance of the forgiveness of sins so that He will dwell in us, so that God the Father will dwell in us, so that we can go through the process of being saved, so that indeed He is our Savior. So it's a process of how we live, the way we live.
Then the next section:
Because you have repented of your sins, which are transgressions of God's holy righteous laws, and have accepted Joshua the Christ as your Lord and Master… [And we're going to change that a little bit in the ceremony to where it's more correct.] …as your Lord and Master.
Because it hasn't always been understood what this is saying. That's why we're going through some of this in this part of the sermon.
…as your Lord and Master, your High Priest, and soon coming King, I now baptize you in water and then in the spirit through the laying on of hands of God's ministry.
So, I think of things like this, and I think, how can anyone ever leave? How can we make such a decision in our life?
John 13. We're going to look at this matter of how the word, or the term “Lord and Master,” has been used in scripture, and correct some of it to make it more perfect, in that respect. But still, to understand what that means.
John 13:12—So, when He had washed our feet, speaking of Joshua on that night, as they were getting ready for going through the process of a new Passover observance, getting rid of the old one, the eating of the lamb, and so forth. And then, finally, after having gone through that ceremony, we come to this that we read on Passover night.
So, when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher… New King James is correct in this case. The regular King James says “Master.” It really should be “Teacher.” Lord and Master are synonymous, but Teacher really isn't. So, it's to understand how God leads, guides, and directs us, gives us understanding. He's given all that to Christ to give to the Church through the ministry, and it's a matter of being taught. And that's what He was to them, their teacher. He is our teacher, to be recognized as such.
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. This is the only way of learning the truth for them. As they began, as the Church began, anything that was true that He was showing them, things that they’d never known before, that they didn’t even grasp yet until they were going to experience Pentecost itself.
I can’t even imagine the excitement that had to be there. To have been taught so many things over that period, of over three years with Him, and then to come to a point where all of a sudden, on a single day, all of it, you could begin seeing it. All of a sudden, your mind is opened to everything He had to say, whereas before, the mind was closed to it; it couldn’t see it. It could understand a little aspect of certain things here and there, but they didn’t really fully get it yet. But they kept following, they kept believing who He was, that He was the Messiah. It was a calling up to that point until they finally received the impregnation of God’s spirit. Awesome!
And even in that calling, sometimes we’re given to see and understand certain things because God gives us a certain amount of His holy spirit to open the mind in certain areas. But for them, so much of it was still kept back until that moment, to make it a more meaningful moment in the beginning of the Church and the beginning of God’s spirit being poured out in a massive way on many people at the same time.
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. So, if we recognize Him, all teaching comes from God, comes through Christ to the Church. So much of it was given as a matter of what He had to say. And then the disciples built upon that and taught more. And it came from Joshua.
There are things that Joshua gave to Paul that are absolutely awesome! And that's how God worked. He gave all of that to Christ to accomplish and to do. And then in the book of Revelation, everything that was given to John was given by Joshua the Christ, directly to John. It came from God the Father, but it was given to Joshua to give. Incredible.
Everything we read about the eras, things that happened in different eras over the space of 2,000 years, because God knew exactly what kind of things would transpire through time, through history, because of mankind and the progression of mankind and the migration of mankind, and things we can't even begin to grasp and comprehend. He said, "This is the way it'll be. This is going to be your battle.” “This is going to be your primary battle. And you're going to be known by it, Thyatira, for over a thousand years.” Amazing.
So, “If I have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet.” So, “Am I Your Lord? Am I Your Master?” And if we really believe that and acknowledge that, how could we ever believe anything different? How could we ever turn away from that, that instruction, that guidance and direction in our lives, of not believing Joshua—not believing Joshua—not believing He's our Teacher, not believing He's our Passover? But the majority have done just that. Incredible.
For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. To live humbly toward one another, to be willing to do something like this, to not look at ourselves as being better than anyone else, but a willingness to do such a thing. Awesome.
And sometimes people get up to a certain point in life where they can't maneuver as well, and they're told, "No, it's better for you to go ahead and be seated, because to get up and get down and do some of those things..." And so, it's better. And sometimes you still have to learn the same thing, humility. “I can't be a part of that portion of it anymore.” So, you still learn humility, a willingness to follow whatever is given by guidance and direction of the Church, and to realize this is God's way because this has happened a lot through time.
Whereas there have been times past where some would put people up on a table, someone sitting on a chair, that they shouldn't be sitting up there that high anyway, so that someone could be able to more easily wash their feet. And you think, “This is nuts!” God didn't mean for that to take place, be done that way… Anyway. Don't need to get into all that. 
So, we follow the teaching that's given to us. Where did that come from? It came from Joshua, all the instruction of how to do these things.
For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his Lord, nor is he… I thought it was interesting here. The New King James switches and uses the word “Master” here now. Some of these translations sometimes boggle the mind. But you realize they couldn't help it. They didn't have God's spirit. And anyway. But either is correct. “Lord,” “Master,” but it needs to be consistent in our mind that they mean the same thing, in essence, Master/Lord.
…nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. Beautiful. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. So again, when “Master” has been used here for the Greek word, it's really about “Teacher.” Well, we’re having to correct some of that. I just want to make sure that everyone sees it for what it is and understands when it says “Teacher,” it means teacher. When it says Lord or Master, then that is exactly what it is. So, that's what we're focusing upon here.
I thought I'd show here too some of the meaning of some of this. The word “Lord” primarily in the Greek, or if it's translated as “Master,” but “Lord,” it primarily carries the meaning of “one to whom a person belongs.” We belong to God. That's what we're saying at baptism. He is our Lord. He is our Master. We're acknowledging, at that point in time, we belong to Him. He is our Lord. He is our Master, in that respect. And when would that ever change? Hmm.
The Greek word “Teacher” carries the primary meaning of “a teacher from God” or “one who is teacher of the things of God.” It's how it's used in scripture in all of its contexts.
2 Timothy 1. One more along these lines. So, we've been through this before, speaking about Paul, not just in recent time but going at it from a different angle here. It's amazing how many things in the Bible you can look at a particular subject, and there's a certain thing that pops out, and then it's used again because it's focusing on a specific aspect of what was said.
2 Timothy 1:8—Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner. So again here, a word that means “bound” or “in bonds,” if you will, and can refer to a prisoner who's in bonds. But here it's about “being bound to.”
…but share with me in the sufferings. Because this is how Paul lived. This is how he thought. That's what we're bound to. Not to anything else. And by our choice. Not in a relationship of a slave but being bound to using that kind of a word, that this is where we choose to be, this is what we want. We want that kind of life, we desire that, and we recognize then what it means to be bound to them, to put them first in our life, of greatest importance above everything else. To see ourselves in that light: He is our Lord, and He is our Master. Whatever word you want to use.
…but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling. I love this, because whenever it talks about this, He's saved us. It's like it's already done. The only reason it's not done is if our choices are wrong. God has given us an absolute highway to live His way of life with every ability if we do it that way, if we follow it, if we want it, if we ask for it, if we cry out for it. Awesome!
“Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling.” From the moment we began to be drawn to receive what is true. …not according to our works. None of us were called because of how well we did things in life. A lot of times, on the contrary, and just the opposite. …but according to His own purpose. Whatever that is, and those things, whether we never know them, don't have to know them, just to be grateful to have the opportunity. And we will fit in wherever we're supposed to fit in and be the most fulfilled above and beyond anything we could think or imagine in life.
…according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Joshua the Christ before time began. I love those things! To understand what happened before anything ever began. Before anything in a creation began, Joshua was determined, and the process of how God was going to build, mold, and fashion His Family, Elohim. The creation, it’s about His Family, Elohim. Everything that’s been done is about Elohim. Awesome! And to turn from that? Choices, choices, choices.
…but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior, Joshua the Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Things we can see, and things we can learn, and things, there is no other way to be able to receive them, to have them in our life. …to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher, again, from God, of the gentiles.
We're going to look at one more example in the New Testament where people can become a little confused. I'm going to take a little time to do this in the use of the word “Lord.” And just as a clarification here because I've known of certain confusion sometimes when people come across certain things. We're going to go through some things in Acts that I feel we can build upon and make sure that we understand everything that's being said here as much as possible. 
We all grow at different rates. We all see things, and there'll be times that all of a sudden you'll see something you've heard before, but it didn't gel yet, didn't hit you yet. And God works with us that way and with His holy spirit to build, and then at some point, help us to see a certain aspect of something we really can or need to see so that we can grow more and have that opportunity and that excitement for whatever He gives to us.
So, we're going to go through some things in Acts, Acts 2, in a moment here, to help magnify that. But again, it's in the use of the word “Lord” here and how it's used in the Old Testament and New Testament, and to understand why some of these things have been done this way because it has caused confusion.
Acts 2:14—But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, Men of Judea, and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words, for these are not drunk as you suppose since it's only the third hour (9:00 a.m. in the morning), the third hour of the day. But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.
So, he's being inspired, moved, and motivated by God's spirit to tell what this is all about. And to me, that's exciting too, to understand how God works. He inspired Peter to speak exactly what was given here and to be recorded. A whole lot of this was not understood until after the Apostasy. You should be moved by that, and to understand God saved it all the way to that time for us to even understand fully what's actually being said here in the book of Acts 2. That there's a lot more there than just what he is explaining here on a physical plane of something that took place, and all of a sudden God's holy spirit was there, and he began to talk about the pouring out of the holy spirit.
It's understanding what is said here for a great purpose, and for what it reveals, that the Jews didn't understand. Peter was speaking in a frame of addressing them, the Jewish people, who couldn't grasp and understand, and helped them to have their thinking corrected, if you will. But this has been a long process to have even more of it corrected as time went along.
And there was so much confusion because we hadn't yet had revealed to us that Joshua was not Yahweh of the Old Testament. Because that's what's been believed through the period of Philadelphia and Laodicea, until God revealed that no, He was not Yahweh. Yahweh is the One Eternal Almighty God—always has been—and there is no other. When we saw that, we saw it.
Some couldn't see it, didn't receive it, and the only reason is because they weren't living God's way of life. They'd been cut off from the flow of God's spirit. They had sin in their life that God wouldn't excuse and wouldn't give them then the truth. Incredible.
So, he's saying here, “This is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel.” And even what he's showing here that took place at this time is not the complete fulfillment of what Joel had to say, but it's the beginning of the process. And it is the beginning in essence of what Joel spoke of, in what was taking place, where it says verse 17—Now it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out My spirit on all flesh. So does that mean the end time? Well, it's leading to that.
But this was in the last days. This was after 4,000 years. Past, well past the halfway mark for the existence of human beings. 4,000 years had passed, and this was the last days. The next 2,000 years would be in the last days, the final time. So, man's time is just winding down more and more. Not a whole lot left.
“It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out My spirit on all flesh.” It happens at different stages, doesn't it? And God gives that opportunity. He gives a calling. He's going to give a calling in the Great White Throne. But just because He does this doesn't mean people receive it. Oh no. There's going to be a huge battle there in people's minds. There are going to be people who refuse it from the very first moment because they're going to hear it (and there are going to be things they can see), and they’re going to reject it immediately. I mean, immediately in some cases, because that's where their mind is. They don't want it. They don't want God. They don't want the truth.
But still, God's going to do His part. Exactly what He said He's going to do. Amazing. Whether people receive it or not, that's another matter, isn't it? And at to what point they reject it, that's another matter as well.
Verse 22—You men of Israel, hear these words: Joshua of Nazareth, a man shown forth from God among you by miracles, and wonders, and signs… So they had heard of, and they had seen, many of them had even seen some of these things that took place, that were gathered there, or they had heard various things that had been passed along.
…which God did by Him in the midst of you, as you yourselves also know. “You know of some of these things. You know of the different things that took place, of what He did, of what was done through Him.
…Him, being delivered by the determined counsel… It means exactly what it says, “determined counsel of God.” God determined this long, long ago, of what would be. …and foreknowledge of God, you have taken and by wicked hands have nailed to a pole and killed. Whom God has raised up, having released from the bonds of the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held of it.
So, what an incredible thing being said here. And this is what began to work on them. Why? Because God's spirit was being poured out. It wasn't just upon the apostles; they could see things that all of a sudden came into their minds that they understood. But the rest hadn't received all of that, but they were being drawn. They were being called by God's spirit because there were several thousand on that day who came into the Church. Awesome!
So, he goes on to explain here about David, things that were misunderstood by Judaism about David…and candidly, the Church. For David speaks concerning Him, Joshua, speaking of Joshua. In other words, he said things though he didn't know them. But he spoke them because he was a prophet. God reveals that he was a prophet, used as a prophet to give certain things in the book of Psalms that are prophetic. It doesn't mean he understood them all, because most things were just taken physically for what was given to that point in time, the present truth, which wasn't a whole lot, in that sense, compared to what God has given to the Church.
For David speaks concerning him, I foresaw the Lord. It's Christ saying, "I." He's speaking of Christ. That's what he's saying here, concerning what Christ said. David wrote concerning things about Christ and what Christ said or would say. It's prophetic.
I foresaw the Lord. It's what Christ said, in essence, in His life, and especially at different times here. It's about His Lord, God Almighty. It's Christ speaking of God as Lord. I foresaw the Lord always before My face. For He, God Almighty, is on My right hand that I should not be moved. But that He'd be able to accomplish everything that God had given to Him to accomplish, and His will was to yield to that.
Therefore, did My heart rejoice, and My tongue was glad. Moreover, also My flesh will rest in hope because You, God Almighty, speaking of God, Christ speaking still of His Father, will not leave My life in the grave. It wasn't about David. It's about Joshua. You will not leave My life in the grave, neither will You suffer Your Holy One to see corruption. So, it's prophetic that His body wouldn't decay. He wasn't going to see corruption. Christ understood that.
When He was hanging there, He knew what was coming to pass. He knew what God had given Him to do. He understood. He saw. He had the mind of God. Things we can't even begin to grasp.
Verse 28—You, Him speaking of God again, You have made known to Me the ways of life. He knew that everything He had came from God.
You will make me full of joy with your countenance. And so, He revealed on that night everything He did, everything He gave, was because of that life that lived in Him. That's what this is talking about.
And You will make Me full of joy with Your countenance. Men and brethren, let me speak freely unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us to this day. Things that now, today, can seem simple for us to read and understand because we've been given that. But it hasn't been that long, truly. But what a beautiful thing when God gives us clarity and helps us to see things. It comes from God. It comes from Joshua the Christ who teaches us.
So again here, there are things that Judaism didn't understand about David and misunderstood the scriptures of things that were being said, and it wasn't.
So again here, Therefore, being a prophet, speaking of David, it's what Peter's telling them, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his loins… So again here, all the things that have been revealed in different places in scripture about this promise that God made, of this oath that God made, of a seed, and what He even promised to Abraham well before that of a seed, and here being fulfilled.
…that He swore with an oath to him, to David, that are the fruit of his loins, from that lineage from David, according to the flesh, because it's a physical thing, physical lineage it’s talking about here, He, God Almighty, would raise up Christ, the Messiah, to sit on His throne. Awesome! It wasn’t about David being resurrected to sit on God's throne. It's about Joshua the Christ. And so, that's what he's letting them know here. “This is about the Messiah, the one that was nailed to the pole, the one that you killed.”
He, seeing this, this is David. He, David, seeing this before, spoke of the resurrection of Christ, the Messiah. So he's letting them know this is all about the Messiah and His resurrection. …that His life was not left in the grave. Not about David. He's driving it home; this is about Joshua.
…neither did His flesh see corruption. That's why I just made the comment earlier; David is still buried. He saw corruption. His sepulcher is here. And whatever is left of him, it's still here. He's never been resurrected yet. …neither did His flesh see corruption. This Joshua has God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses. This is powerful, what it's saying here. Incredible.
Therefore, being on the right hand of God, exalted, speaking of Joshua, exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the holy spirit, of that which was given, that was happening that day, has shed forth this, which you now see and hear. So, everything that's happening now is because of what's being accomplished in and through Joshua the Christ and the pouring out of God's holy spirit.
For David is not ascended into the heavens, but he himself said, David, himself said, The Lord… So again, here, The Lord said unto my Lord, David's Lord. Awesome. This has never been understood by the Church in times past because it wasn't recognized that this was not about Yahweh. Because the Lord that's being quoted about here in part was Yahweh.
So, how could we miss that? There's only one way. God gives it in His time. It's clear when it's time for God to give it. Before that, we can't see it, so we read past it and see things in a physical way; we don't grasp fully what's being said. Awesome to live that, to experience that in our lives.
And if you experience it, which you all have, what an awesome thing to know what comes from God. That you only have that ability because it comes from God. No one else sees it that way. No one else understands it that way. But you're able to see it. And it should be very, very clear. Beautiful. Awesome. Thank God for it.
That should give you confidence and boldness as well to know who you are. No one else out there in any scattered body knows this, sees it for what it is. That is absolutely amazing, because to us it seems pretty simple, but not without God's spirit. And you couldn't see it without God's spirit. That's how simple it is.
The Lord said unto my Lord, Yahweh said to Joshua, Sit you at My right hand until I make Your foes your footstool. So, it's God Almighty, God Almighty speaking to Joshua. “The Lord said unto My Lord,” David saying “to his Lord,” prophetically so, until I make your foes your footstool. Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this same Joshua, whom you have nailed to a pole, both Lord and Christ. Master and Christ.
So, some of the confusion from some of these things come in. Even here, in some Bibles, they have these capital letters for LORD. The large “L” then the large “O,” “R,” “D,” and they do that in the New Testament because for them when they're quoting an Old Testament scripture, back there the word Lord wasn't Lord anyway, it was Yahweh. It was a word for Yahweh. But they wouldn't use that, and they wouldn't use any term that would reflect that, that it was about Yahweh.
And so, things like that recorded in the Bible and what mankind has done with it is really appalling. But God has allowed it for a purpose. He's really allowed it for a purpose for His Church and how He works, and how He reveals things in His time. He's allowed certain things to remain covered, hidden, unknown until it's His time and His purpose for them to become known. God uses that in a very powerful way. And so much of that is about the help for the Church and what's given to people within the Church. Awesome!
So, whenever you see that in the New Testament, when they use those capital letters, it may be referring back to the word, but in the Greek language, in the New Testament, it isn't Yahweh, it is Lord. So, “When the Lord said to my Lord,” they're the same words. Hope you understand what I'm saying. So, when you read certain things sometimes in the New Testament, we shouldn't become confused; we should understand what it's about, and especially if you go back and see it in the Old Testament, what it's quoted from. If it's the capital letters back there, then you know it's about Yahweh. Or look up the word.
But anyway, I just wanted to go through that because of recent time it has come up, and there have been questions at various other times where this has come up, and it's good to understand how some things have been done in the New Testament because people just didn't know. Translators had no idea as a whole what they were doing. But enough was given, and some by God's help, to have what is necessary and to be preserved for the Church because God would reveal it then through the power of His holy spirit to see things that others could not. They would remain hidden until it was time to reveal more.
That's why I'm excited about the book. Because a lot of this is being unveiled, if you will, in a sense, being prepared for what we're getting ready to go into, and God's timing of what's going to take place as soon as the Millennium begins, and some of it before the Millennium begins, and to understand why. To be a part of that? Awesome. Awesome, awesome, awesome. Truly is. Humbling.
Once again, at the end of the sermon series, I’m going to look again at what's been given by being called into God's Church. And this is the last portion of that baptism ceremony. Beautiful. Just think about it:
This baptism in water is for the remission of your sins through the power and authority of Almighty God and His Son, Joshua the Christ. You are burying the old self, and you come up out of the water to live a new life. That new life will be made possible through the receiving of the gift of the impregnation of God's spirit to dwell in you through the laying on of hands.
By water and by God's spirit, you are being baptized into the very name of the Father, in and through the Son, through the power of the holy spirit – and this is by and through the power and authority of Joshua the Christ.
So, what an awesome thing that we got to experience baptism, and to be able to be here unto the end if we so choose.
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