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Last year, we began a new series (of course, it was last year), entitled (I had to say that), Learning
Through Jonah. This will be Part 2 of that.

As we began this chapter, we read where Jonah had determined to go as far away from God as possible.
And | forgot when | was talking about the monkeys (Jeremy reminded me) that Gibraltar is filled with
monkeys. It has the monkeys all over that mountain, | guess, or the rock or whatever, and they're known
for that. So anyway, it might have been indeed in that area, because it definitely has a history farther up
behind it. If you go up into Spain a little way;, if you pass it just a little bit and then go on back to Spain

from the west, it may have been the area of Tarshish.

A lot of things we don't know, and I'm looking forward to learning in the future. What is incredible is that
we're going to have people resurrected from every age, stage of life, if you will, and it’s going to be a
means whereby truth is going to be able to be established, where history will be known for what it truly

was. And there you go. So, looking forward to those times.

So anyway, he moved as far away as he could go, got as far away as he could, and he turned away from
what God had instructed him to do. Incredible. And the lesson in a lot of this, then, is we can tend to do
the exact same things on a spiritual plane that is far worse, frankly, than what he did, because of all we

know, because of all that God's given to us.

Then we went into some of the story about King Solomon's life and how he ended up turning as far away
from God as anyone could have because of what he did, and especially when you think about how much
God used him, and an excellent lesson there, too. Just like what happened with the Apostasy. There are
people who did incredible things, evangelists, who served in great ways and accomplished a great deal in
the Church during Philadelphia, and yet some of the directions that people turned, it just is a reminder
that this is a way of life you live till the end zealously, watchfully, and in that respect on a spiritual plane
understanding always that we have the capacity as carnal human beings, if we aren't staying close to

God, to lose what we have.

So, incredible to understand that, and sobering to understand that. That's where the fear factor comes in
about God. It's not about fearing God unless you turn from God, and then we should fear the
repercussions of what He has stated, the results of turning away from Him. Those things are fearful
because they lead in one direction if they're not repented of. God says, “Choose life.” It seems like a

simple thing to do.

So again, we went through that story, and it was recorded of him that he failed to complete or failed to

fulfill what God called him to do, what God called him to accomplish. And the same thing is true for us.
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We are called to accomplish something. We are called to fulfill something, to live this way of life until this
life comes to an end. And the goal, the desire, is indeed to be in God's Family, to become part of Elohim,

and to be able to be resurrected spirit in spirit life forever. Incredible.

We're going to go back and pick up here, what we read last week, just to get back on track here on part
of this. Jonah 1:12—Then he, speaking of Jonah, said to them, Pick me up and throw me into the sea;
then the sea will become calm for you. So, you remember the story, he was down below and sleeping.

Incredible to be able to do that in a storm like that, but that’s where he was.

For | know that this great tempest is because of me. Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to return to
land, but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them. So, by this
point here, they knew about where he came from, what he had said, and so forth, what he had stated,
and that kind of a fear began to come in because of a knowledge of things that they've heard about God,
and especially of Judah in that respect, in that part of the world. And here we have this story, then, that

continues on. So, they had that in their minds that they wanted to continue on, to row for shore.

So, it says, Therefore they cried to the Eternal and said, We pray, O Eternal, please do not let us perish
for this man'’s life, and do not charge us with innocent blood. For you, O Eternal, have done as it
pleased You. So, they were acknowledging indeed that this was from God, that this was from Yahweh,
and they were treating it in that manner. And so, they finally came to this conclusion that they are going

to die unless they do something, unless they follow through with what Jonah told them.

So, they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. So, quite an
impact. That's why stories like that spread. When they survived, you know it was a story that they told
everywhere they went — what they went through and what they experienced. That's how things have
always happened. Whether it's the children of Israel coming out of Egypt, and those things spreading
and being out there for generations and generations and generations, those stories were handed down

even by other countries within the peoples themselves.

And so, it says, Then the men feared the Eternal exceedingly, and offered sacrifice to the Eternal and
took vows. Now, the Eternal had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. Then Jonah was in the belly
of the fish three days and three nights. So again, this was used in a very powerful way concerning
Joshua the Christ and that time He would give as the only proof, the sign that He is (was, if you will), the

Messiah.

Continuing on in Chapter 2 now. So, he’s swallowed, he’s in the fish, and the story continues. Jonah 2:1—
Then Jonah prayed to the Eternal. It's amazing what it takes for us sometimes to get our heads screwed
on right when we are going in a wrong direction. He was going in the wrong direction; he was running
away from God, he was running away from what God called him to do, from what God wanted him to
fulfill and accomplish, and prayer was not a factor at that time. He wasn't trying to draw close to God. He

wasn't trying to be at one with God. He wanted to get away. It was his motivation.

Learning Through Jonah, Pt. 2 2



Now, it changes. It’s kind of humorous. That's a bad place to be. He describes some of it now, what it's
like to be in the belly of a great fish, to be swallowed, and it's not an exciting thing. You see your life

flashing before you as it were.

What was it? There was someone not too long ago that was swallowed by a big whale out in the Pacific,
and he was spit back out just, or at least he got out. He wasn't in there for three days and three nights.

But anyway, long enough that it causes great fear to come upon a person.

Anyway, so he prayed to the Eternal, his God, from the fish's belly, and he said, | cried out to the
Eternal because of my affliction. It's too bad it takes, sometimes, something really difficult in life to get

our attention. And sometimes it does. And sometimes God allows those kinds of things, obviously.

...and because of my affliction, and He answered me. Now, we go through all kinds of trials and
hardships in life. But the point, even in this, even for God's people, is we can always learn from those
things. We can always be stirred up in spirit even more so to draw closer to God. And rarely do | know of
anyone who has gone away, run away, and have something happen to them to the degree, though things
happen to people, sometimes, horrible things, where they come to repentance. So, this is a unique

thing.

But the important thing here, they're the lessons and the reminders. Why wait? Why allow something to
happen in our life that, hopefully, God would take us through whatever we need to go through. And in

some cases, it'll be the matter that we died, or people died, and they're going to be resurrected.

That's why it talks about there's going to be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Why? Because all of a
sudden, you're going to know what you gave up. You're going to know to the core of your being, “I've got
to do this again! 100 years!” Now, | don't know about you, but that would scare the tar out of me
knowing what | know. And all people who have turned away from God, who have known the things they
have, to be resurrected to that point in time, to know they're going to have to live a physical human life

now for a hundred years, to fight their human nature.

| don't know about you, but I'm sick of human nature. | hate it. | loathe it. | loathe the human nature we
have, the selfish human nature of human beings. That we have to be on guard and to watch, to be
careful of, to fight within the mind. Because we have a mind that we have to fight in our thinking. God
blesses us in that and will help us to grow and develop character as time goes on, as we continue to do

those things.

But if we fail to do it, man, that's a powerful thing. If it's allowed to go rampant, it's greater than we are.
Without God, that carnal mind is greater than we are because it brings us back into what God drew us
out of — bondage. We become in bondage again to sin, to our carnal human nature. People can do
whatever they want to do. They can go back and enjoy shrimp, if they like shrimp, lobster, have the pork,

eat the piggy, you know, eat the garbage they want to fill their body with, whatever they want to fill it

Learning Through Jonah, Pt. 2 3



with. Plus all the other stupid things. I'm just talking about physical things there. But you think of all the
other things, going back and having the Christmas tree and all the other garbage? You think, “Wow!”
And that's happened to a lot of people. Incredible! So, it's sobering to realize what carnal human nature

can do.

So, now he turns to God. Because it's over with if he didn't. He knows that. All of a sudden, he has this
realization of how dumb it was of what he did, and he wants help. He wants deliverance. He doesn't
want to be going down there into the depths of wherever he was going and experiencing what he's
experiencing. He wants God to intervene. And so he's praying to God all of a sudden. Well, too bad he
didn't think about that earlier and do what he was given to do and keep praying on the route that he
didn't want to have to address some of the things he had to address, but to ask for strength to fulfill

what was given to him to do, and fight against that carnal human nature.

And he said, | cried into the Eternal because of my affliction, and He answered me. So, this is looking
back, and this is being written, “And He answered me.” So, he's grateful he's able to write about this, tell

the story.

Out of the belly of the grave, | cried. He knew that was it. The grave, his burial place. If God didn't
intervene, this is it: He's going to be digested, going to be digested like all other seafood. What a fun

thing to go through. Anyway.

...and You heard my voice. So, he's thankful here in going through and remembering these things. For
You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas. He realized what had to take place. One way or
another, this is going to happen. Whether the men did it or not, he's going to be swallowed by a great

fish because there's something else being fulfilled here that he didn't know about.

You think God knew Jonah? Do you think this idea of the fish just all of a sudden came up at the last
second here? “Oh, this is going to work out good, because when Joshua returns, that's the sign He can

have.” It's like God finally said, “This is what we're going to do!”

Things are so meticulously planned out. This is the thing that should cause us to have incredible awe of
the Great God. These things don't just happen in the spur of the moment, or this didn't just happen and
then later on decided, “Oh, that would be pretty good to use that example of Jonah for the sign.” That's

how a lot of people have thought through time, and even in God's Church.

So out of the belly of the grave I cried, and You heard my voice. For You cast me into the deep, into the
heart of the seas and the floods or the waters... Like floods. Because you're in a small space and it's like
being in a flood. You know where that fish is. It's in the water, and it's just water everywhere, and there's
water around you. So, that's what he's expressing here. ...the flood surrounded me and heaped up
waves passed over me. What it literally says in the Hebrew, “The heaped up waves passed over me.”

Water. Lots of water.
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Then | said, | have been cast out of Your sight. Tough to come to that point in time. “I've been cast out
of your sight.” Everyone in the Great White Throne who's been a part of God's Church is going to have to
address some of these kinds of things. “l was cast out of Your sight, cut off from You.” They're going to
have to come to that point where they repent. If they want it. If they want God's help, if they want to

accomplish during that hundred years what they failed to accomplish when God first called them.

I have been cast out of Your sight, yet | will look again toward Your holy temple. So, it's a course
correction. Going the wrong way and turning around and going the right way. That's what's in his mind.
That's what's in his heart. All of a sudden, the realization. When death knocks on your door, there are a
lot of things of realization if you're going the wrong way that you can come to learn from, and this is

what's happened to him.

And sadly for many, literally, it's going to take death, isn't it? The vast majority who have ever been called
by God have to go through this on a spiritual plane. They have to go through the death process, and then
be resurrected, and then have that stark realization and a weeping and gnashing of teeth, and
acknowledge and admit, “How stupid | was! How dumb | was!” And just like gritting your teeth because
you realize what you gave up. That's what it's talking about. Day late and a dollar short. You're going to

have to live the hundred years if you want it now. If you want to fight for it, you'll have the time to do it.

“Yet, | will look again toward Your holy temple.” That opportunity doesn't come around too often for
people. And yet God was working with Jonah in a very unique way and had special things planned for

him, in that respect, and a job that he was yet to fulfill and finish. Because the story isn’t over yet, is it?

So, it's good again to pause and look a little more closely at what can be learned. I'm going to read some
things here that I've written down that | don't want to forget. From the moment that Jonah began to
turn away from God, he certainly wasn't seeking God, was he? Not in any fashion or form. He wanted to

get away. He didn't want to live that way anymore in the sense of listening to God and obeying God.

This has been my life's experience in the Church, in that respect, of seeing the thousands go by the
wayside because of what we've gone through. To see people turn away in droves, different droves at
different times. 1974, actually 1972, 1974, throughout the later part of the 1970s, when it really became
rampant, and thousands upon thousands left when Herbert Armstrong's son had to be put out. On and
on, it's gone. And then finally get up to the time of Laodicea, and you see masses leave and lose what
they had.

So again, we're thick up here in the mind as human beings. And if we don't grasp what it means to
watch, to be on guard, to be alert spiritually because we grasp the nature we have, and that it's a battle
and a fight, and we can't do that on our own, that we have to have God's help and God's spirit, then
we're lacking mightily. It's something we have to live. It's something we have to experience. And so,

some have to die, be resurrected, and address that state of mind again.
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So, he wasn't seeking God in any way. He wasn't praying to Him until after he was thrown overboard and
swallowed by the fish. How much can you place in the emphasis on this? Can we grasp the depth of
what it means to have a relationship with God when He offers that to us? We are to pray to Him. We are
to develop a relationship with Him, and it's accomplished through the power of prayer. That God hears
us. And we pray to Him, and we do what He told us to do. Because He's told us to do that every day of

our life. That's what we're supposed to do, to acknowledge God, to remember God.

You don't want to be on your own. You don't want to be apart from Him. You don't want to rely on self.
You don't want to rely on your own human reasoning and thinking apart from God. You want God's
input. You want God's guidance. You want to be led by God. So, you cry out, and you pray to God on a
regular basis about decisions you make and so forth, to make sure it's in unity with God's will and God's

purpose for your calling.

There are things that happen in life that can make us feel as though we're being swallowed by a
problem, a trial, a hardship. And yet, those are the times we can learn great things. There are a lot of
hardships we go through in this way of life. So, we can go through them with God's help, with a
relationship with God, by praying to God. Because we're going to have trials and hardships in this
physical life, one way or the other. One is with God, and one is without God. And the majority who have
ever been in God's Church have gone through those in time without God. That's the truth. That's what's
happened. That's our history, the history of seven eras of God's Church, and the period we're in now,

preparing for the Kingdom of God. Incredible.

So, we go through things, and sometimes you can have those kinds of feelings when you go through
hardships. How to deal with it? How to address it? Some of them hurt. Some of them hurt mightily;
some of them turn you inside out. The Apostasy was the hardest I've ever gone through, because of
seeing what was happening, seeing what was taking place, not even knowing it in the beginning, that
this was an apostasy. And slowly but surely, God helping us to see that this is what we experienced. The

worst time ever on a spiritual plane in God's Church. Truly.

But with God's help, looking to God, turning to God more fervently, God blesses us. Awesome. In that
respect, we had something akin with Jonah, an opportunity to get our lives right, to no longer be of a
Laodicean spirit. To no longer be of that state of mind where we felt we were okay, that everything was
going along fairly well, problems here and problems there, but when have we not had problems. But to

understand how severe they really were takes a relationship with God, being very, very close to God.

So, whatever it is that interferes with the state of peace that we might otherwise be able to experience
in life, well, sometimes we feel overwhelmed. And Jonah had to experience this in a very powerful way

as a lesson. These are lessons that we can learn from on a spiritual plane. Awesome.

So again, this can be the result of something going poorly on a job, a relationship issue, health issue,

financial issue, or any number of things. It's just life in a carnal world. And it wasn't meant to be easy. It
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was meant to be hard so that God could mold and fashion us as we look to Him. Awesome. Truly. And
oftentimes those things can be a stimulus or a jolt in our life to motivate us to sharpen our relationship
with God.

There are times to be thankful for. I've said it many a time. | feel that way to the core of my being. I'm
thankful for every hardship I've ever had in God's Church. Those are the things that made me, that God
used to mold and fashion me and you, the hardships. Because they cause you to dig down deep. The
Apostasy caused us to dig down deep. It truly did. And going over there for a while did the same thing. It
causes you to dig down even deeper. Different things you go through at different times. Awesome. We're

just made richer because of it. Blessed because of it.
Let’s turn over to Mark 14.

So, there are trials that can be the result of time and chance that God lets us experience for our good.
You know, there are times when | pray about different things in the Church, and for different ones in the
Church, and always temper it with...basically it boils down to “Not my will but your will,” but it's a matter
of unless, “Unless this can help the person, the individual, this is what | pray for, this is what I'd like to
see. Your intervention and Your help. But if it's for the betterment of being able to be molded and
fashioned, to go through something that's going to help them become more refined, in order to be in
Your Kingdom, in order to be in the count of the 144,000 as it were, so be it.” That's what every one of us
should want. Whatever we have to go through, if it's going to help us, so be it. Whatever we can learn to

draw closer to God, what is the value of that? Awesome!

Mark 14. Passover night. [Mark 14:35.] Speaking of Christ, it says He went a little farther, fell to the
ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He didn't want to go
through it. He knew what He was getting ready to go through in ways we cannot comprehend. We can
know things that are in front of us, in part, in the future, but He knew it with all of His being as though
He was living it, what He was going to experience because of what's written in Isaiah and other places in
scripture. The beating, the flogging, His countenance, that no one would even know who He was

because His skin ripped off of His body and His face.

Things we can't comprehend—to go through that kind of beating and suffering to that degree—and yet
it was so real because of Him being who He was and having the mind that He had. He was the Word of

God made flesh, and He knew that word inside out. It was Him. It was in Him. Awesome.

Then He said, Abba, Father; all things are possible for You. So, He knew that to the depth of His being.
We learn that through time.

Take this cup away from Me. Nevertheless, not what My will is, but what Your will is. This is primarily
written for us. That's why this is here, so we can learn from it. That those things He experienced, and

those things He felt, and those things He said, He knew what He was going to go through.
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“Nevertheless...” Those words, when you're there, and you're experiencing certain things, and certain
things come out of the core of your being, and you're brought back to that moment every time, “Not My

will but Yours be done.”

What's greater than being in God's Family forever? What's greater than being called to become, as it
were, in the Family of God, as a God? Not as God Almighty, the Father, but given that kind of power
that's far beyond the angelic realm? We can't comprehend fully, but we're blessed to be able to see it
and believe it because it's in our mind. And to want it, to desire that, to fight for that, to be willing to
fight for that, to sacrifice for that, to go through whatever hardship, so be it, because that is so real in

our minds. This was far more real in His mind.

So, we learn from this, “Not My will...” Whatever is best. Whatever is best for me, or whatever is even

best for others in God's Church, that God's will be done. Whatever is best in helping mold and fashion us
to become a part of His Family, so be it. Because that's great. That's wonderful. It might be hard. It might
be excruciatingly painful. It might get to the core of our being and turn our insides out, as it were. But we

do it because we understand.

Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, Simon, are you sleeping? They didn't have

God's spirit yet, but He's teaching and showing what carnal human nature is like.

Could you not watch one hour? They had to know by certain things that He said that He was
experiencing something and felt something that they hadn't seen before. Now, they didn't fully grasp
what was getting ready to take place by any measure. They didn't know what was going to happen and
take place, and that this was the final time, but they knew that He was troubled deeply. They could see
it. But to think about Him, to pray for Him? No, they were sleepy. That's what carnal human nature is

like, and so we're to learn from this.

And He came and found them sleeping and said to Peter, Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not
watch one hour? Watch and pray so that you... It's not “lest.” It's “so that.” Driving the point home, so
that you not enter into temptation. Because if you don't watch and pray, you're going to do that. That's

what we do as human beings.

So, this is written for the Church. They didn't grasp this yet. They couldn't, not fully by any measure, but
we can because we have God's spirit. This is written for people in the Church begotten of God's holy
spirit. Watch and pray. Be alert. Be on guard. That's what the word “watch” is all about. Be on guard.

Recognize your own human nature.

We have to understand what it's like and be willing to fight it and ask God for the help to do so. Because
you can't do it on your own. That's why you have to pray every day. “Help me to be on guard. Help me to

watch. Help me to be spiritually alert, to be at one with You.” So that you not enter into temptation. In
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other words, to move away from God, to steer in a different direction, to not think right, to not be of the

right mind, to where you begin to compromise, or whatever it is that human beings do with God.

The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Now, He knew they didn't have God's holy spirit. They

were being drawn by it. This is for the Church. It's what it was written for.

“The spirit is willing.” So, we can learn from this to know what? That with God's spirit, we're going to

have the right mind willing to do whatever it takes. But if we can't maintain and think that way, we're in
trouble. We're not watching and on guard, and we're going to have more trouble because of that. That's
just the way it is. We're going to be giving in more to our carnal human nature, “lust of the flesh, lust of

the eyes, and the pride of life.” That's just a fact. That's just the way it is.

“But the flesh is weak.” Amen to that one. Without God, we just don't have strength. It's why we need
Him every day in our life. And we either see that and believe that with all of our being, or we're still

messing around with it, we don't yet really acknowledge it fully yet. We go back and forth.

Luke 21:29—Then He spoke to them a parable: Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. When they are
already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So, we recognize here's

the change that's getting ready to take place.

They didn't have all the things we have back then, all the charts and all the recordkeeping. You can look
on your phone, you know, temperatures and all these things. It's just a simple thing. He’s just showing
now you know it's coming, and it's an exciting time. Trees are going to turn green again. Things are going

to get better; we're going to get through this bad cold spell, whatever it might be.

So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the Kingdom of God is near. Now, every
era of God's Church has seen this in part because it's about the world and how the world is, and there is
the ability to see spiritually what this world needs, and believing that God's Kingdom is near, and it has

been for 2,000 years.

That's what people don't understand so often when they read some of those verses, that the Kingdom of
God is near. When Christ was here, it was near. It was getting nearer than it had been. 4,000 years, and
finally the Messiah had come. But to fulfill the part of Passover, not the Messiah yet. That doesn't
happen until He comes again to become the King of kings. The King of all the kings that will help rule this
world. Not the kings of the earth, not the leaders of this earth. It's not about them. It's about God and

His Family, the King of Kings. Incredible.

“Know that the Kingdom of God is near.” Now, we live at a time that is exceedingly unique. There are
those who could see and learn, especially during Philadelphia. Some who called themselves even of
Sardis, and then, finally, Philadelphia was coming along. Some understood the different parts and times
of what had taken place. The main ones who didn't were those who lived it at the last. Laodicea couldn't

see it. “We are Laodicean. God's apostle isn't here anymore. Look what's happening.” A little bit here and
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a little bit there, but we couldn't see it because we got weaker and weaker as time went along. It was

time to fulfill something else, to accomplish something else as part of God's plan. Incredible.

But it's been getting nearer and nearer. God gave to Herbert Armstrong to understand, we now have the
capacity to accomplish and do what God said was going to happen on the earth, and that then there

would be the need for the Messiah.

People have looked for the Messiah for a long time, to come and save them at different times. It doesn't
matter what time it was, as a whole, but this is what has been in their mind so often. You see different
places. Masada. And you think of what they went through and the time of the Romans and the

oppression that took place, and wiping them out right and left, different groups and the like. Incredible.

They wanted God's Kingdom to come at that time, the Messiah to come and save them. But that isn't
what the scriptures were about. It wasn't just about saving a tribe of people on the earth. It's about

saving mankind on the Earth. Awesome.

And so, God gave it to Herbert Armstrong to understand that it was a matter of things to be fulfilled in
Revelation, the numbers, the vast numbers of what was going to take place, especially when you
recognize what it says about the Sixth Trumpet. A third of mankind. To understand the power that it
takes to accomplish such a thing. Well, mankind had it. It started with nuclear weapons. And now, we

see that time closing in faster and faster and faster, the last throes.

I'm amazed when | read certain things and hear certain things about the economy and how messed up it
is and how fake it really is. It is a mess! Things are worse now than they were in 2008. But it's being held
up for a purpose, for a time. And what's holding it up is only God because it's something that should
have crashed a long time ago. But it hasn't, because it isn't time yet. Because all these things are going to

be happening together at the same time, very quickly.

This world is an absolute mess economically, truly. It's incredible that mankind has a faith in it. But that's
all they have. So, it exists. The stock market is a faith in something. Bitcoin: it's a faith in something,
something you can't even hold in your hand, as a whole. You can't put it away anywhere to hold on to it.
You can say, well, yeah, you can get certain things, and it has numbers. And you better remember where
you put it, or remember the numbers on the computer, or whatever, you know, make sure you have
these stored away. | don't know that much about it, but | know it's about as good as any paper money.

How good is that?

We ought to be in awe of the time we live in and see what's taking place in the world. We're watching it
come together. What happened in Venezuela is going to have an impact on nations, on how they think
and what they decide to do. So, what are you going to do if you're in certain nations and you see a
government that is now taking care of itself, basically, solely, first and foremost, and what that means to

your security, to where you are if you happen to live in Taiwan or Japan or on down around there, or if
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you happen to live in parts of Europe and you see what is happening over there and realizing, “They're

taking care of themselves, but what about us? What about us? Can we rely and depend upon them?”

And so, this moves people's thinking. And it's already doing it in a very big way, both in Asia and in
Europe. This is not a small thing that's taking place. But what if you believe that because someone's
becoming so popular that there's going to be someone following them that's going to do and have the
same kind of ideas and move forward with the same programs, be elected to office the next time.
Because the hope has been in many countries at times, that, “Well, we're going to get someone else, and

we're going to be able to accomplish this and that.”

Human beings think that way. Countries, nations think that way. “We'll just bide our time, and we'll get
someone and then we'll do what we want to do...” But you see someone who's standing up and doing
things that you would think they might not ever do in that country, and they're doing it? And you see
those who are following suit think and feel the same way, and they're likely going to be able to actually
get into office again. Even though oftentimes in history those things haven't happened, but now, because

of popularity, it's going to happen.

| hope you understand what I'm saying. What will you do if you're one of those countries and you've had
it, and you want certain things? You want Taiwan, you want Ukraine, and a whole lot more. You think
they don't think that way? And they're getting older! So, “When can we do this?” That's how things
happen. Human nature. And then people act upon that. It's in their decision-making. It's already written

on the walls, if you will.
...know that the Kingdom of God is near. So, we're a unique people.

Truly, | say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. So, we talk
about this once in a while. What's that generation? Well, we don't know a hundred percent. But it's here
somewhere. I'm hoping it's mine and my wife's generation because we're getting close to the end of it,

and it's not going to pass away till all this is fulfilled. (I actually believe that. But that's okay.)

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. But take heed. But take
heed to yourselves. This is the warning all the way to the end: Take heed to yourselves. Look at what
happened after the Apostasy. How many were able to take heed? How many that have come to be a part
of PKG have been able to take heed and continue taking heed to the end? Not very many. Small.

Percentagewise, pretty small compared to all who've come and gone already.

But take heed to yourselves so that your hearts are not weighed down with carousing. It's a Greek
word used as “the effects upon the mind from drinking; too relaxed,” or even worse. That's why that
example's there. Because you don't care so much then. You're more relaxed, and you're not alert. You're

not on guard spiritually. So, it gives this as an example.
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...intoxication. Not just the effects of alcohol, but what we're like as human beings, carnal human beings.
...and the cares of this life. In other words, what are our priorities? What do we place first? Self or things
or people or whatever? It's fine to have all the other things, everything in life that God gives us

opportunity to make choices about, but God must be first.

...and that day come upon you unexpectedly. You see, because this is going to happen. It continues to
happen. It's always happened throughout the history of God's Church. It's going to continue to happen
right up to the timing of Joshua the Christ. Incredible to think that could be.

For it will come or it comes as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. That's
how it happens. Whether it was in the time of Ephesus or any other time, and it's going to happen in this
time as well. When certain things take place as human beings, and we begin to turn away, move away
from God, go away from God, not fulfilling, not completing what God gave us to accomplish, then the

snare is there, and we begin to get caught in it, not even knowing it, and then we're gone.

Watch. Again, this watch, be alert and be on guard. | was thinking this morning about the kinds of
sermons we've been having over the past three years and this constant reminder being poured upon us,
being given to us — Warning! Warning! Warning! — of where we are in time and understanding that every
year there are those who go by the wayside. And hopefully, learning even more so, with greater
conviction, what it means to turn against God, to turn against Christ. These things are not forgotten.

These things are not removed. They don't go away.

When those things are done? | believe that we're living through an era where God is giving that to us for
a purpose of things that people are going to be doing in the future. He's molding and fashioning the
minds to be able to judge such things and to come into agreement with God that God is right. That if we
don't want God with all of our being, that if we choose other things and turn away from God, and we
want to do and have something else more than we want this, more than we want God, we don't deserve

to be in the Family of God! On the contrary! We won't receive it. That's how it works.

Because either we want it and we fight for it and we live it and we love it, or we love something else and
that will come out through time. It's revealed in our lives by our choices. And they're not small things
that can just be kind of, “Oh, but God's forgiving, and God loves us...” To turn away from God? Turn away
from His Son, and the sacrifice, and all that He went through, and treat it shabbily? You think that's just
kind of, “Oh, that's okay. | understand your weakness as a physical human being. | understand.” Baloney.

Garbage. But that's the way we think sometimes as human beings.

Do we love it? Do we want it with all of our being? Are we convicted of it? That's what it comes down to.
Because if we do, we'll fight for it and we'll love it and we'll love God and we'll love Christ. And that
would be the last thing we'd ever think of doing, is spitting upon what He sacrificed. Actually, people

have just vomited on it. That's what happens. That's how ugly it is to turn away from God.
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So, are we able to judge that way and realize it doesn't matter who it is? That's righteous judgment. That
will test you as to what you really believe. Do you really believe it was righteous judgment in all such
cases of things that have happened? Because many of times people haven't agreed. Like an elder down
in Missouri, “No one's going to tell me who | can fellowship with and who | can't fellowship with!” Didn't
last too long, did they? Anyway. Yes, they can. God does. He tells us what we're to live like, what we're to

be like, and how we're to administer certain things according to His ways. Amazing.

Watch, therefore, and pray always, and that's what it means. Don't quit. Don't give up. Don't let weeks
go by and not have a relationship with God and be crying out to God and praying to God about things. If
you do, you're on your own. Why should He help? Why should He intervene when He's told us over and
over and over again how we can have a right relationship with Him, how we can be fulfilled inside, full of
God's way of life and in agreement with Him and excited about that life and His truth and His word and
what we're able to have, the riches of it. Because then and only then do we really see the riches of it
anyway and realize how incredibly blessed we are. Treasure! Incredible treasure! Because we see it on a

spiritual plane. If we want just what's in this physical life, then that's all we're going to have.

Watch, therefore, and pray always so that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things. In
other words, it's a means whereby we have to do these things if we want to escape in the sense of carnal
human nature and giving into it. It's not about just saving our skins. We're all going to go through some
hard times. It doesn't mean you're not going to live through some hard times in the future. Thankfully,
it's not going to last very long, because it can't. Because once it starts, it isn't very long and God has to

stop it, or else there wouldn't be anything. That's the reality of that kind of war.

I think of times past, how this was read, more like the King James was. It was more a matter of “Watch,
therefore, and pray...” Pray that you’d be accounted worthy. So, you're just praying, “Count me worthy.
Count me worthy. Please, count me worthy to escape all these things that are coming.” Well, what do

you mean by that? No, we pray and watch, and that's the manner in which God blesses us and helps us

to go through the things we need to go through.

...and to stand before the Son of Man. That's our goal. That's our desire. The resurrection. Because
that's what that symbolizes. That's what it's about — the blessing of being in the Family of God.

Awesome.

Let's go back to Jonah 2:1 again. Let's read it. Then Jonah prayed to the Eternal, his God, from the fish's
belly and said, | cried out to the Eternal because of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly
of the grave | cried, and You heard my voice, for You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas,
and the floods of the waters surrounded me and heaped up waves passed over me. Then | said, | have

”

been cast out of Your sight. Yet | will look again... And that word “again” means “more,” “to increase,” or

“to add to.” “I'm going to do more. I'm going to do this now. I'm going to be praying more to Your holy
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temple. | haven't been doing that. That's why | ran. My mind wasn't where it should have been.” That's

part of the recollection. That's what we're to learn from it.

”n u.

Yet | will look... Not the word “again.” It doesn't mean that. It means “more,” “to increase,” “to add to”
toward Your holy temple. It means we're going to get more serious now. It's a good thing. Sometimes
trials and hardships are a boost in that. It helps to keep us focused. They're not bad. We learn from

them.

So, Jonah did make a choice to repent of turning away from God. He knew that he had been cast out
from God's sight. What a horrible state to do that on a spiritual plane. But he responded, “Yet | will look
more.” So again, understanding that's a matter of repentance, a matter of change. And that's what
sometimes we just have to do, to make sure that this is the part of putting God first in our life, to do
what He told us to do in the first place. A desire to have a oneness with God, to be at one with God, to

agree with God in everything. Because if we don't, we're in deep doo-doo. We really are.

So, what is God's desire for those whom He has called to serve Him? To succeed, to be in His Family.
Everything He has done, everything He has created is for that purpose. And to think that the vast

majority of mankind will not receive it? Incredible. Mindboggling.

2 Timothy 2:15—Be diligent. King James says, “study.” There are those who thought by all their studying
and so forth and using Strong's concordance and reading the Bible a certain amount of time every day,
and studying in the Bible, that they're going to be able to do more. You think, it's not what it's talking
about at all. It's about being diligent. “Be diligent.” That's what the word means: “to endeavor; to work

at” to present yourself approved (acceptable).

Well, why would we want anything less? We want to be acceptable to God. We want to do the things He
tells us we need to do and agree with Him that that's right. And we want to do it, we're going to do it;

we’re going to do it, we're going to respond.

...to present yourself acceptable to God, a worker. In other words, “a laborer.” It takes work. It doesn't

just happen. It takes thinking and planning, and organization in our thoughts in our mind.

...a worker who does not need to be ashamed. You know, doesn't have to experience that in the Great

White Throne, weeping and gnashing of teeth.

...rightly dividing the word of truth. Because that comes from God. The ability to rightly divide, to see, to
know God's word, God's truth, to come into greater unity with Him, each one to come into agreement
with what we're taught, is a matter of God's spirit in our life. We can't do it by ourselves. It takes God's
spirit.

But shun, or “turn away from” or “avoid,” as it is, profane, “vain,” or as it is “empty” discussion, for they

will increase to more ungodliness. I've noticed so much of this throughout time in the Church, it's not
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even funny. Throughout Philadelphia, throughout Laodicea, hearing this kind of thing go on — empty,

meaningless, pointless.

Their message will spread like a cancer. You know, sometimes there's always been this in the past where
people that have a different idea about certain things or think they see something different, that they
have this special purpose and calling. We've had this in PKG, where people have thought they have these
special callings, ability to see things and know things prophetically, things to understand about all kinds
of stuff. You think, what on earth? We're told what God's structure is, what takes place, what's

happening. Either we believe it, or we don't believe it.

And so, sometimes then, people will come up, or they have in times past. Thankfully, | don't believe
that's happening at all anymore. If it is, it’ll get rooted out, because God doesn't take it. Especially now, it
doesn't last long. And so, someone comes up with these different ideas, whatever it might be,
conspiracy, whatever, whatever kind of thing it is, or something about the Bible, and it's like, what is
wrong with you? That's when you take your stand. “You know, we don't teach that in God's Church.” Why
don't we have the tenacity, to use a different word, why don't we have the tenacity to stand up and say
no? Are we concerned about their feelings and how they're going to take it? Boohoo. No, just tell it like it
is. “We don't teach that in God's Church. Where'd you hear that?”

You know what? They're not going to come around to you again. If this had been applied in times past by
everyone that this ever happened to, things wouldn't go very far. But they were like a cancer in church
after church after church. Hundreds left, thousands left in time because of the cancer, because of the

blah blah blah that wasn't in unity and oneness with God.

Anyway, | get riled up when | think about that, that kind of thing, because that's all I've seen through. It's
been my training — of things that are wrong, that shouldn't be that way, that aren't godly, that aren't of
God. And they shouldn't be that hard to see the difference, certain things of how people are treated, on
and on it goes, that there's a right way and there's a wrong way. And it should be clear to us as God's

people, the closer we draw to God.

But shun profane (vain or empty) discussion for they will increase to more ungodliness. Their message
will spread even like a cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort. They were out here teaching,
and they began teaching things that were wrong. And this happened throughout the ministry in God's

Church, even.

..Wwho have swerved from... And | feel bad that people have been hurt by a lot of those kinds of things. |
know, we know, of all kinds of people who have been hurt because of things that ministers did. But their
conclusion and how to deal with it? When it's wrong, it's wrong. And everybody's responsible for their

own choices and their own decisions. If God is first and you're fighting for His way of life, you're fighting

to be in agreement with Him, He'll bless you. He'll bring you through it. But if you let down, you become
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weaker and weaker, you're not praying like you should, you're on your own, and you're responsible for

what happens. No one else is.

Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort who have swerved from... “To deviate from.” Just like Jonah
did. He took a pretty big deviation. He swerved a long way away to get as far away as he could. To see

that on a physical plane is one thing. To grasp it on a spiritual plane, well.

...Wwho have swerved (deviated) from the truth. That's happened to everyone who's made a different
decision than what they should have. The defining decision as to what they were going to do. Who's
responsible? They are. They are. They are. They are. No one else answers for them. We each answer for

ourselves and what we do. We each stand before God. It's the way it is.

...from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already passed and overthrown the faith of some.
You think so many things have happened, truths that have been attacked right and left throughout time.
It's mindboggling. Truly is.

Verse 19—Nevertheless, the solid foundation of God stands. It doesn't change. Those things that are
fundamental, those things that are basic, those things that are absolute, they should be in us. And if
we're praying and seeking God and help from God, we're not going to go off in the deep end. He'll help

us through. He'll bring us through.

...having the seal: the Lord knows those who are His. He knows who He gives His spirit to. He knows
who wants His holy spirit. He knows those who are His, and that's the way it's been in God's Church. And
those who aren't, those who deviate from that, begin to go in a different direction, begin to cut
themselves off from the flow of the holy spirit, don't have it anymore, they’re not His anymore. And in

time, He reveals it and brings it out in the Church. He deals with it. Choices, choices, choices.

The Lord knows those who are His. And let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from sin.
Depart from iniquity. That's what it boils down to. Because to do otherwise, to give in to it, to play
around in our minds with it, and then to do things that are wrong, that are against God, against God's

way of life?

But in a great house, there are not only vessels to gold and silver, but also of wood and clay. Some for
honor, valuable, of great price, in that respect, and some for dishonor. Not nearly as valuable. | think of
the example in Corinthians that makes it clear and says about the foundation we're to build upon, gold
and silver and precious stone, and then there's the wood, hay, and stubble, and that can be burned up.
What do we build upon? That's up to us, isn't it? And how do we build? Through this relationship we

have with God, the fellowship we have with God, prayer being at the center of it.

Therefore, if anyone cleanses themselves from the latter... From those things of dishonor, sin,
compromise, whatever things that begin to turn people away from God, cut people off from God's spirit.

If they cleanse themselves from the latter, which means to repent and recognize you're going the wrong
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direction, you're not supposed to be running that way, you're supposed to be going the other way that
God said to go, they will be a vessel for honor. God will work with us. How blessed to be worked with by
God. Awesome.

...sanctified. Set apart for holy use and purpose. God has called us all. Everyone who's been baptized was

set apart for holy use and purpose, to become a part of Elohim, to become a part of God's Family.

...and profitable for the Lord. To be a part of God's family. Profitable, to be in that Family, to be a part of
the things that are going to take place through the thousand years and the hundred years and then
beyond that. Mindboggling. We can't even grasp it. We can try to appreciate it. To build up what's out
there, to bring things alive, to expand? We have no comprehension in that respect of the awesomeness

of all that. It's out there for a purpose, and it’s for us. Incredible.

...they'll be a vessel of honor, sanctified and profitable for the Lord. But flee also youthful lusts but
follow after righteousness. Whatever is right. We know in our minds things that are good, things that

are right, and things we begin to let down in.

...faith. Belief, living by. The way to measure it: Are we living what we've been given to believe truly, fully,
as fully as we can? Now, we can always grow in that more. That should be our objective. ...love (agape).
God's love, that we're able to experience and think right towards others. To make sure we're thinking
right towards others in God's Church because we don't always think right. We get into these judgmental

attitudes sometimes, or way we think others should be living their life and what they should be doing.

Now, if something is sin, then yes, there's something that needs to be addressed there. But if it's just
different ways of doing things, let people alone. Do not give people a hard time. Do not mistreat people.
Do not try to cram your ideas and ways down their throat. Do not judge them accordingly, even if you

don't try to cram it down their throat. Let everyone grow.

This is some of the hardest things for people in God's Church to do. To let others grow and develop
because of God's spirit working within them. That that's our desire, that they yield to that, and that they
are growing. That's God's job! Truly. And to be thankful for that for everyone, and to stand back. That
would mean that we'd never have an occasion to become upset at anyone in God's Church. | don't care
who they are. To never raise your voice at anyone in God's Church. That's heinous. That's disgusting. That

truly is despicable. And if that's in your life, get rid of it. It never, never, never should happen.

There are ways we're to think toward one another, to act toward one another. And it should be
motivated by what? By God's love. Not by our selfishness. Not because we want something done in a
certain way. | mean, we can be cruel sometimes like that as human beings. And we in God's Church

should be above and beyond that by now. But it still exists and needs to be rooted out.

But refuse foolish and undisciplined disputes. Just what | said. That's what happens. A disagreement.

When's the last time you disagreed with someone in God's Church who is baptized? | don't care who
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they are. Are they baptized? And what has your dispute been? What did you say? How did you say it?
Wow. We either see that or we don't. And if we don't, we're kind of blind and weak in spirit, and we

shouldn't be, none of us, in God's Church.

I’'m going to stop there and come back to that next Sabbath because | have some news. Not the big news
we had today, this morning, but just to see what’s happening. Because this can be an exercise then for us
to go through at times and to realize there are things changing out there and what is driving and

motivating the change and the thinking of people. Because it’s coming together and we’re watching it.

Like Johnny said, “we’re in the front row seat.” I've told him I'd rather be up in the bleachers, though. But
we are in the front row seat, and we see it coming together. Because | want to get up, far away — not

from God, but from some of that mess.

I’'m just going to go through some of the things in the past week here first. If we have time, we’ll go back
a little bit farther because there are some incredible things going on out there. Just things are changing
fast.

Chinese nuclear experts believe Japan could build nuclear weapons in less than 3 years.! Nuclear
weapons, plural. Japan's already starting to talk about that. They want nuclear weapons. You know why?
They don't trust this over here. They know that this is in their back door, and that was an ugly, ugly war
that they experienced. There are deep animosities that never went away between China and Japan. It's

always there. It's not love at all.

And Taiwan. Wow. They're trying to build up, but at what point is the scale going to tip? Well, we know

when it's coming. It's going to be full-blown for sure in the Sixth Trumpet.

Chinese Cargo Ship Converted Into Concealable Missile Destroyer.2 Now, this is some scary stuff,
because they have missiles now that are so fast to destroy destroyers, to destroy ships. They're way
ahead of the United States in that. A spade is a spade. We don't have all that yet. They have things we
cannot shoot down. We can talk about how great it is and everything else, but the reality is we're

incredibly vulnerable as a nation. That's just the truth.

Another one here: Chinese Military Simulates Caribbean War Scenario Amid Trump’s Gunboat

Diplomacy.3 Surprise, surprise.

1 South China Morning Post. Chinese nuclear experts believe Japan could build nuclear weapons in less than 3 years. 2025, https://
www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3337876/chinese-nuclear-experts-believe-japan-could-build-nuclear-weapons-less-3-years..

2 ZeroHedge. Chinese cargo ship converted into concealable missile destroyer. 2025, https://www.zerohedge.com/military/chinese-cargo-ship-
converted-concealable-missile-destroyer..

3 ZeroHedge. Chinese military simulates Caribbean war scenario amid Trump’s gunboat diplomacy. 2025, https://www.zerohedge.com/
geopolitical/chinese-military-simulates-caribbean-war-scenario-amid-trumps-gunboat-diplomacy..
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Kurt Volker to Newsmax: Putin Wants All of Ukraine, Not Peace.* You think of what's going on over
there and think you're going to get peace out of that? You think he's going to give in and want peace? Do
you think he really wants peace? And to play this game; how long will it play out before finally some

decisions are made? But day late and a dollar short.

“Former U.S. Ambassador to NATO Kurt Volker said Friday on Newsmax that Russian President
Vladimir Putin has no intention of agreeing to a genuine peace deal with Ukraine, noting that diplomatic
efforts are ultimately about aligning Washington and Kyiv against what he described as Putin's
maximalist demands. ‘First off, I think that there is a very good chance that this weekend will end with
the United States and Ukraine in alignment about security guarantees, about a proposal on territory, about
a proposal on a ceasefire and elections, all of these things that keep the U.S. and Ukraine working
together and that will be supported by European allies,” he said. ‘The problem, as always, is Vladimir

Putin and Russia. Putin doesn't want any part of this. He wants all of Ukraine.’”

Hmm. So, who is duped into believing he just wants that eastern section? A lot of people. And he'll be
satisfied? Well, he might be for a little while, but he's coming back. He's not going away. And you know
what? The rest of Europe understands that. It's incredible what's happening over there. Some of these

nations on the border of all this, man. It's incredible, the thinking that's taking place. It really is.

“’He wants all of Ukraine. He wants Ukraine to withdraw from Ukrainian territory. He wants to subjugate
the government there. He will not agree to a ceasefire unless he's promised everything in advance. So this

is really not about getting the peace deal, because Putin is never going to agree to a peace deal.””

Well, whether he does to a temporary one like a ceasefire for a while, meh, we'll see what happens. But

he's not there.

US abandons decades-old partnership with Europe in 2025 — newspaper.5 Now, this is from Russian

media. So, there are things they're saying that they report upon. Let's read it.

“The United States effectively broke its long-standing alliance with Europe in 2025, Spain’s El Pais
newspaper said. ‘Looking back at the past year, one piece of news is enough to make it a symbol of our
era: in 2025, the United States broke its long-standing 80-year alliance with Europe - probably the longest
in history,” the paper said. ‘US troops have not packed their bags or closed any of their military bases, at

least for now. The North Atlantic Alliance still exists on paper...””

So, sometimes, just because another place, Russia, has news that comes out, so often they quote what is

said, and it shows the thinking that's going on in people's minds and how they feel.

4 Newsmax. Kurt Volker: Zelenskyy must show Putin he can’t win. 2025, https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/kurt-volker-zelenskyy-putin/
2025/12/26/id/1239784/..

5 TASS. US abandons decades-old partnership with Europe in 2025 — newspaper. 28 Dec. 2025, https://tass.com/world/2065907..
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“...the author of the article said. Yet Donald Trump’s second term as US president has featured hostility
towards Europeans and a rapprochement with Russia, the article notes. The newspaper also emphasized
it was now unclear whether Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty on collective defense was anything

more than an empty declaration.”

So, do you think Spain's the only one that feels this way? It's felt all over Europe. They know what's going
on. They're told to build up their military. They're told to build up NATO, if you will, because then that
still gives someone an ability to work within and tell them what to do. They realize they have to go past
that, and that's where they are, but they can't get it together. One day they will. Ten nations. That's what

this is all about.

NATO’s Rutte rejects Europe breakaway from US on defense.® “‘1 am absolutely convinced that the
United States stands fully behind NATO.”” Now, he hasn't always said that. So, like sometimes you hear
them say one thing and then another. But there are certain times to give a certain face. Anyway, there

are reasons... It's politics. That's not what's in their heart.

“Manfred Weber, the leader of the European People’s Party, who questioned whether Europe can continue
to rely on Washington amid political uncertainty in the U.S. In an interview with Funke Media Group,
Weber argued that Europe must be prepared to act more autonomously. ‘We cannot seriously expect
Trump to secure a peace solution on his own with American Gls,” Weber said, calling for European

soldiers to operate under a European flag as part of future security arrangements in Ukraine.”

So, you have this divisiveness. | love the example. | mean, it's so incredible what God gave —iron and
clay. There's power, there's strength, but it can't agree. They can't work together fully. That's why out of
absolute desperation and absolutely throwing your hands up in the air, and everything that's coming at
them, finally, ten are going to act in the way they do. It's quick. It's not going to be an advanced thing. It's
going to just be something they finally agree upon and do. Awesome. How much clearer can things be

when God gives it like that?

“The exchange comes amid a broader debate in Europe over strategic autonomy as the EU ramps up

defense spending and prepares for a more volatile geopolitical environment. While many leaders agree
that Europe must do more militarily, Rutte has warned against framing the effort as a decoupling from
NATO. He has noted that most of the defense alliance’s economic and military power still lies outside the

EU, above all in the United States, making transatlantic cooperation indispensable.”

So they know that they're between a rock and a hard place. And this is what molds them to become

what they're going to do.

Another one here... All over the world, crazy things happening that you wouldn’t think would happen.

6 Politico. NATO chief Rutte rejects EU defense breakaway from US. 27 Dec. 2025, https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-chief-rutte-rejects-eu-
defense-breakaway-from-us/..
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Saudi Arabia bombs Yemen port city over weapons shipment from UAE...7 Crazy stuff.

Another one: Zelensky Claims Trump Is Considering US Boots On The Ground In Ukraine.® Some
of these things, they just throw things out to see where it lands, | think, sometimes, and want people to

believe whatever.

Finland seizes ship sailing from Russia after suspected cable sabotage in Baltic Sea.’ So these things
with Russia just keep going on, and all those nations up through there, they're having problems, and
they're on edge. Especially with what's happening, things being shipped into Belarus now, and the kind

of weapons that are being shipped in there — nuclear — from Russia. Incredible.

New Trump-Xi Showdown Approaches As Chinese Tankers Press Ahead To Venezuela Despite
Blockade.!9 I'm sure they probably have made a bit of a U-turn right now. Anyway, you have to laugh at

some of the stuff going on because it's so stupid — human nature and the petty games that governments

play.

Gold's Bigger Picture In A Narrowing 2026.11 “Unprecedented and unsustainable debt has made the
global financial system, its paper currencies, and its bloated markets a bug looking for a windshield.” |
thought that was pretty good. That's where things are right now out there. It's like, when is it going to

hit? Because that's where it's headed.

Another one here entitled: Trump’s Conference on the Future of Europe.!? “Is this the week the EU

tears itself apart? Common wisdom holds that Washington’s increasingly brutal scission with Europe

should galvanise support for a more integrated EU — if not a full ‘United States of Europe,’ then at least
deeper coordination on foreign policy and defense. In a recent op-ed, EU veterans Josep Borrell, Enrico
Letta and Danuta Hiibner called to overhaul the Treaties, arguing ‘only a more federal Europe’ can meet

the continent’s many challenges.”

So, I'm reading these for a purpose, so we can understand these are the leaders of Europe and how they

feel about where they stand. They know they're in a horrible place because they can't strengthen the EU

7 Associated Press. Saudi Arabia bombs Yemen port city over weapons shipment from UAE for separatists. 30 Dec. 2025, https://apnews.com/
article/saudi-arabia-bomb-yemen-mukalla-weapons-uae-9fc56e4678a12f56d61blecf855d4ase..

8 ZeroHedge. Zelensky claims Trump is considering US boots on the ground in Ukraine. 30 Dec. 2025, https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/
zelensky-claims-trump-considering-us-boots-ground-ukraine..

9 Reuters. Finland suspects ship of causing undersea cable damage, president says. 31 Dec. 2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/finland-
suspects-ship-causing-undersea-cable-damage-president-says-2025-12-31/..

10 ZeroHedge. Trump—Xi showdown emerges as Chinese tankers press ahead to Venezuela despite blockade. 31 Dec. 2025, https://
www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/trump-xi-showdown-emerges-chinese-tankers-press-ahead-venezuela-despite-blockade..

11 ZeroHedge. Gold’s bigger picture is narrowing into 2026. 1 Jan. 2026, https://www.zerohedge.com/precious-metals/golds-bigger-picture-
narrowing-2026..

12 Euractiv. Rapporteur: Trump’s conference on the future of Europe. https://www.euractiv.com/news/rapporteur-trumps-conference-on-the-
future-of-europe/..

Learning Through Jonah, Pt. 2 21



like they want. They can't create the unity they want, but they struggle to do it. And so, there's this
struggle for power. But the greater thing is they have a deepening belief, and some actually want it
anyway—that's another matter—about Russia moving in their direction and a belief they have because

of the past and because of different ideals and ways of thinking.

“With a strong pinch of realpolitik, an old proposal is now resurfacing. It goes like this: ‘A core group —

maybe half the Union, with several medium-sized and big states — could voluntarily give up veto rights

and move ahead on shared foreign policy goals, while keeping the door open to others.”

It reminds me a little bit of United. When we got started, there were different areas that had their own
incorporation, which we did up there, thankfully, and different areas did. And then they all came
together and became supposedly the united under one umbrella. How was that? AIA, An International
Association, or something like that. It's like we're all associated together. We're not all in the same
category yet, because there are all these different groups out here that are holding off and still
maintaining their own organizational part but agreeing to be a part and working together. That's kind of
what they're caught in. And us, until we were able to get out of it, till God broke us free, broke us away,

showed that to me. Anyway. This doesn't work.
And that's what they're coming to. It's not working. What do we do? So, finally, they come together.

“Belgium, Italy, Bulgaria, Malta, and Czechia want alternative funding options, including joint EU debt,

to support Kyiv. Germany insists the reparations loan remains the only viable route, while Hungary and

Slovakia are resisting both the use of Russian assets and additional taxpayer funding.” So, they're about
as splintered up and disagreeable with each other as possible. What's going to force them together? “A

senior diplomat declined to speculate on whether Belgium could be overridden, saying that this was

extremely delicate.”

Another one here: European leaders agree Ukraine security guarantees must include ‘multinational
force.’13 They know this isn't going to work unless someone's in there with them, with the Ukrainians.
And so, they're debating. They know the US isn't going to do it, so are they going to do it? So, some

threaten that they're going to send troops in there.

Trump designates fentanyl as weapon of mass destruction.14 Probably should have done that a long

time ago.

13 France 24. European leaders agree Ukraine security guarantees must include multinational force. 15 Dec. 2025, https://www.france24.com/
en/europe/20251215-european-leaders-agree-ukraine-security-guarantees-must-include-multinational-force..

14 Euronews. Trump designates fentanyl as weapon of mass destruction. 16 Dec. 2025, https://www.euronews.com/2025/12/16/us-military-
strike-kills-eight-on-narcoboats-in-pacific-ocean..
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Hegseth Planning Massive Overhaul Of US Commands, Fewer Generals, Smaller Presence In
Europe.!5 Why don't we just tell Europe we're moving out? We're slowly backing away. We're pulling out

forces. We're making you pay more. Which is fine.

Another one here, The Collapse of the Eurozone.!¢ “A lot of questions have come in about the fall of
the Eurozone. One thing that they are already discussing is to allow the member states with a debt crisis
like Italy that is unsustainable to exist the Eurozone. They are already discussing that Northern Europe
will reconfigure itself into a smaller Eurozone to try to save the system and the currency. This is in part
why NATO, including American Neocons, are actively pushing for war with Russia for they fear when the

Eurozone collapses, NATO will no longer be in a position to wage war.”

So, | could go on and on here. To me, these are absolutely incredible articles because it shows the
thinking that's taking place over there and what they feel and how they're caught between a wedge. And
we'd have to be blind, stupid, and many other things to not understand that because of all this bickering,
because of all this stuff, and the struggle that's taking place, how that ten nations could finally come out
of this. Because they're already deciding that they want to have an ability to override other nations that

don't want to be a full part of the EU. They're right there on the doorstep of that right now.

And so, it's going to come down to ten who will be there together, and they'll make the decision that
they do. Incredible. Awesome. So, that's what these articles are about. Good to keep on your toes, to

hear them from time to time.

I'm not going to read the rest of them, but we might throw them out there and put them on the system.
Some already have these; they get these regularly. But I'll probably have all these put on there as part of

the end of the sermon anyway. So, I'm going to stop there for today.

Watch.

15 ZeroHedge. Hegseth planning massive overhaul of US commands: fewer generals, smaller presence in Europe. 16 Dec. 2025, https://
www.zerohedge.com/military/hegseth-planning-massive-overhaul-us-commands-fewer-generals-smaller-presence-europe..

16 Armstrong Economics. The collapse of the Eurozone. 15 Dec. 2025, https://www.armstrongeconomics.com/history/europes-economic-
history/the-collapse-of-the-eurozone/..
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