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We've gone through a long journey, if you will, in the final weeks of Christ's life, from the time He began
working His way down from the northern parts of Galilee and up in through there and all the way down
by the Jordan River, and then finally to Jerusalem. But especially in that last three weeks, | am
dumbfounded by how much there is written about that period of time. Because there's a great deal
written because of what He said, what He taught during that period that, to me, is absolutely incredible.
Right now, though, we've gone through all of that where He's come down to the point of His death, and

we went through that in the last series.
Today, we're going to continue on. This is entitled Joshua's Resurrection, with this being Part 1.

It's amazing how much is so messed up in scriptures, and timing not understood, especially because of
those four gospels, of how that there are things that people haven't put together properly. They don't
understand it. And a lot of it's to do with the reality that it wasn't all meant to be known or understood
as well as it was for later on and by God's Church, by God's people. Because people get a hold of some of
that and they start going through it and they mix things together that aren't proper, that aren't right, and
it leads to false conclusions.

It's an absolute nightmare sometimes even trying to go through it when you know the truth, getting
things accurate as far as what is being said between the four different people because two were present,
two later on wrote of accounts of the material that they had gained and gathered together about it, and

so forth.

But anyway, we're going to begin today in Luke 23. So again, this is all surrounding Joshua's resurrection
from the dead. And the first thing that needs to be understood is what took place concerning what
several women had done, concerning the preparing of spices and so forth for Joshua's body. And people
who have done a lot of study of the Bible, it just kind of leaves you a little bit speechless sometimes to
think of certain things that they either didn't want to put together out of choice, or they did things out of
ignorance. A lot of times it's a matter of choice because it didn't fit their scenario, what they believed for

hundreds of years, and so they purposely have done things that aren't right and proper in their writing.

So, we're going to go back and visit something that's already been mentioned. It has to do with the

timing that traditional Christianity again refuses to address or acknowledge.

Luke 23:52. So, it begins here This man went to Pilate, speaking of Joseph of Arimathea, and requested
the body of Joshua. Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher that was hewn
in stone wherein no one had ever been laid. Now, that day was the preparation, and the Sabbath drew

on.
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So, again here, maybe not the best of translations sometimes, but if you understand what's being said in
the timing, and God's Church does; we know the timing of these things inside and out. At least we
should strive to know it inside and out, because there may well be questions coming your way one day,

and it's good that we'd be able to answer them.

So it says here, “Now that was the preparation day.” So, especially Friday is always a preparation day.
That's what traditional Christianity gets confused with because that's basically the only preparation day
they know. They don't understand the Old Testament. They don't understand annual Holy Days, and then
every day before a High Day, before a Sabbath, is a preparation day.

Passover is always a preparation day because it's preparation for the first High Day of the year, the first
day of Unleavened Bread, the annual Sabbath, first annual Sabbath. So, it says, again now, That day was
the preparation, and the Sabbath drew near/was drawing near. Now the women also who came with
Him from Galilee followed after and looked upon the sepulcher and how His body was laid. So they
were following Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus as they were taking the body and preparing it
hastily, quickly, and not a lot being done, wrapping the body quickly, leaving the spices of (I think it was
Nicodemus). Anyway, they already had them.

So, they had all these and they just put it in the tomb quickly and set the rock in front in the sense of
sealing it up and went their way because the Sabbath was right there upon them, coming upon them, on

them.

And so again, it was still in the preparation day. It hadn't passed yet. But they were doing this quickly
because by the time that He died at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, by the time that they were able to come
before Pilate and request the body, and Pilate had it checked out and then approved it, and then they

went and took Him down, all that took time, just before sunset.

So again here, very simple timing in that respect, knowing that the push always was to have all this done
before the Sabbath, before the High Day.

So, the women followed. They wanted to know where it was, where everything was, where He was,
where He was laid. It says, Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments and rested the
Sabbath day according to the commandment. So again, it just takes a little bit of thought. It doesn't take
a whole lot if you know the Old Testament, if you know what was commanded in the Old Testament. But
so many people don't care. They don't focus upon that. It's just the New Testament for traditional
Christianity as a whole, and so they don't have that knowledge that they really need and should have in
the first place, but they aren't taught it because they have problems with it. Their teachers have
problems with it because it doesn't fit everything that they do, obviously. There's a reason why they just

stick in the New Testament as a whole.
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So again, the women return and prepared spices and ointments. We already know that by the time they
got home—it was only a couple of miles from there where they had to go back to—and the Holy Day, the
first High Day is upon them. And we know, we understand, that they wouldn't prepare spices and
ointments on a High Day, on a Sabbath. They don't work on the Sabbath. They couldn't go out and buy
them on this Holy Day, this High Day. So again, a given, simple, basic.

So, “they returned and prepared spices and ointments and rested the Sabbath day.” Again, just a little bit
of forethought, “What do you mean they rested the Sabbath day?” We just

addressed how it couldn't be that High Day. They didn't have time to go out and buy and prepare it. And
then they rested the Sabbath day? So, so simple. Following the timeline of everything that was given,
knowing when He died, knowing that the first day is the High Day and the day that follows that was a
Friday, and then the Sabbath, and then Sunday. But anyway, we'll get to some of that in a little bit here.

But again, “They rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment.” The weekly Sabbath. They
went and bought the spices. They only had one time period that they could do all this, and we're looking
at three days in this. Traditional Christianity talks about three days in this, and they don't match in any

way or form, obviously. We'll come back to some of that later here.

So again here, I'm going to make sure | read some of this and don't skip any of it. So, they rested on the
weekly Sabbath, on the Sabbath day. Again, couldn't purchase, couldn't buy things on the High Day, on
the first day, which was, again here, the first High Day was on a Thursday. Then on Friday, they went out
and bought it, prepared the spices and so forth, and then rested on the Sabbath day, as it says. Again, all
fits together.

Mark 16:1—It says, Now when the Sabbath was passed, speaking of a specific period of time. So what
could it have been? Well, reading it through here, it says Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of
James, and Salome, had bought (purchased) sweet spices so that they might come and anoint Him. So
they had to have a time in there, a day in there that they could go and buy spices and do the preparation
of it. So again here, it's not a hard thing to figure out. A High Day — they didn't do it then. Then, when a
day did come that they could do it, it talks about the next day was, it just says Sabbath. And so, there's

one day in between, Friday.

So again here, verse 1. When you think about when they came to the tomb, too, when you think about a
Sabbath, you know they didn't go out and get it Sunday. Because they talk about a sunrise service. We
know it talks about very clearly here that they went to the tomb when it was dark. We'll get to that in a
moment. But again here, no time to go and buy and prepare spices so they couldn't have done it on
Sunday. They didn't do it on the weekly Sabbath. Again, going backward, the only day was the day before
that, a Friday, and then the High Day before that. It's the only thing that fits into the gospels here.
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So, “Now when the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices.” That's what the word means. It literally in the Greek means “purchased spices.” That's

when they did it, this particular day, “So that they might come and anoint Him.”

Now, very early in the morning, the first of the week... So this is an expression that's used. It can be
applied to the first day or whatever, or the first of the week. It's the same thing. Sunday is the first of the
week, the first day of the week, or the first of the week. So again here, it's used kind of loosely in the

Greek language here.

...very early in the morning, on the first of the week, they came to the sepulcher at the rising of the
sun. So in a lot of people's minds, and it's because of traditional Christianity, they see the sun rising in
the horizon. That's not what it's talking about. There is a period of light when the sun starts rising, when
you know it, when it's not dark, dark, dark at night, and the east starts getting a little lighter. If you're
outside, you're up at that time of day, you know what's happening. It's rising. It's starting to come up.
That's how we think on physical terms. So, it says here, and that's how it's expressed in Mark, They came

to the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.

We go to John 20 here. We have to jump around a lot because all these are said a little bit differently, but
all add to the story. So John 20 makes it clear that the sun, speaking of the light of the sun, was rising,

but it was still dark. It makes it really clear here, just before the sun was actually appearing in the sky.

John 20:1—The first day of the week, or The first of the week... The word “day” there is added, by the
way, if you have it in King James or whatever. It's kind of an italics error, and it means they've added it to
give meaning or understanding. So, whether it be as it should be written here, “The first of the week,”
still the same thing. Mary Magdalene came early when it was yet dark. So that's when they were
coming to the tomb. It was still dark out. In other words, the sun hadn't risen, crested yet, where it was
actually able to be seen in the east. ...unto the sepulcher and saw the stone taken away from the

sepulcher.

So, all these things become important in the entire story because when you look at the story of
traditional Christianity, you know this story doesn't fit. So you would think surely someone would ask
guestions, but people don't as a whole. They just take what they've been taught generation by

generation and teach the same thing.

So once one knows the timing, then it's good to note, again, the focus of the gospels of the two Marys
here. It's kind of an interesting story in one respect, and it needs to be noted that they went to the tomb
twice. So this is going to be part of the story. The story about the Marys is good, interesting, exciting to

me, and the fact that they went to the tomb twice that morning, not just once.

So, a lot of times when you're reading through the story, you're thinking this is that one time. No, there

are two times involved here when they went back and forth.
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First, Mary Magdalene is mentioned, of whom Joshua had cast out seven demons. So, she was a follower
and believer in the things He taught. And Mary, it says here, “the mother of James and Joses ...or Joshua.
It's that Mary. It's Mary, the mother. She was there too. So, it's Mary Magdalene and the mother of
Joshua. But it mentions James here in all the writings. But James was, in this case, and it mentions Joses

here, which is speaking of Joshua.

Mark 16:2, let's go on. Now, very early in the morning, the first of the week, they, speaking of Mary
Magdalene specifically here, and Mary, the mother of James, came to the sepulcher at the rising of the
sun. And they said among themselves, who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the
sepulcher? So that's before they got there. That's the context of what it's saying here because when they
got there, they found something already taken care of. And so, it's putting the story together by the four

gospels.

It says, When they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away, for it was very great. So this was a
discussion they had on the way and walking there. It wasn't that far, a couple of miles, but they were
walking there and not knowing how they're going to get it rolled back because they have all these spices
and things that all of them are bringing. They aren't the only two that came at that moment; there were
other women as well who were coming to the tomb, but these two are pointed out in a very specific

manner.

Then, upon entering the sepulcher, they saw a young person sitting at the right side, clothed in a long
white garment, and they were afraid. So not only was the stone rolled back, they look in here, and

here's someone in a very white garment early in the morning.

Now, he said to them, Do not be afraid. You seek Joshua of Nazareth, who was nailed on a pole. He
has risen. None of this gelled with them. They were in shock more because the body was gone. That's
what troubled them. They couldn't grasp what they were being told. It comes out in the story as you go
along. They really couldn't grasp that He had been resurrected. This is the farthest thing from their mind

and their thinking in physical terms.

He is not here. Look at the place where they laid Him. So, that's all they can see, is the cloth. He's not
there. And this is what hits them the hardest — Where is the body of Joshua?

Then go your way and tell His disciples and Peter that He goes before you into Galilee. They still didn't
get it even though they were told this. It was out of fear because He'd been taken, not understanding

what was taking place. They don't know. It doesn't say.

And so the angel goes on to say, There you will see Him as He said to you. Now they went out quickly
and fled. And it means that. They were running. They were afraid, because of what just happened, what
had taken place here. The stone was already removed, and the body's gone. That's the primary thing in
their thinking.
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...and fled from the sepulcher, for they trembled. They were trembling and were bewildered. Neither
did they say anything to anyone, because they were frightened. So that fear, what they were going

through in their mind, whether it blocked other things out, they couldn't think straight, don't know.

We're going over to Matthew 28 now, continue the story here. This next verse reveals a lot as to what

has been mistranslated by ignorance or on purpose.

Matthew 28:1, it says, In the end of... The word really in the Greek is “after.” It’s the same thing, if you
understand. In the end of or After the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward or as the word is into the
first of the week. Now, interesting here what's being said because this word “Sabbath” — and a lot of
them knew it when they translated it — is plural. It's not singular. It can't be the weekly Sabbath alone.
There were two Sabbaths being spoken of here. That's the only purpose for having the word here, plural,
Sabbaths.

After the Sabbaths, as it began to dawn toward the first of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to see the sepulcher. So again here, the speaking of the daylight, not the beginning of that
day, because the beginning of a day starts at sunset. So, they're not speaking of that. They're talking

about the time when it's beginning to dawn into the first of the week.

Now, behold, there was a great shaking, for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven. So they're
telling, it's telling here, it's recording what took place. It's putting the story together. It's not that they

saw or understood all these things that took place.

“...a great shaking, for the angel of the Lord.” So it's saying “for” or “because” this is what had happened.
...the angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone of the door and
sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning... It was very bright, in other words. ...and his clothing
white as snow. So maybe that was a part of the frightening part of it. They didn't know what was taking

place. Don't know.

Then, for fear of him, the keepers... The guards, in other words, of the tomb because they had set a
guard there. The story, as we had covered it, they went and wanted to make sure that there's going to be
some guards out there because they said, “This man said that in three days... And we don't want them to
come along, His followers to come along and take the body, especially then at night, as they would be
prone to do (obviously, the best time to do and steal a body away), and then start with the story that He
had been resurrected from the dead. Because this is what He said.” Kind of interesting how they came
up with that, but nevertheless, that's what their story was to Pilate, so Pilate gave them the guards to

watch, and this is what it's talking about. These are the guards being spoken of here.

Then for fear of him... So this is something they witnessed when this took place. For fear of him, the
keepers were shaking and became as dead. So they saw this angelic being. He was manifested to them.

They could see and this shaking that was taking place, and then them rolling the stone aside.

Joshua’s Resurrection, Pt. 1 6



Now, that would scare the tar out of you, probably knowing what you know. Even knowing the truth
that's going to be an unsettling thing because nobody in this age has ever seen something like that. So,

these are soldiers, and they're afraid because of what they're experiencing.

Then the angel answered and said unto the women, Do not fear. So we read that account inside the
tomb. The angel was speaking and gave them instruction or told them what to do. For | know you seek

Joshua, who was nailed to a pole. He's not here, for He has risen as He said. And they didn't get it.

Come, see the place where the Lord was lying. Then go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen
from the dead. It was spelled out to them. It was stated, but they didn't hear it in the mind. ...and
behold, He goes before you into Galilee. There you shall see Him. Now I've told you. Now they
departed quickly from the sepulcher with fear and great joy and ran to bring His disciples' word. So, |
don't know where this great joy thing comes from, but that's what it's saying here. Perhaps speaking of
what happened later is the only thing that makes sense in the story flow because it becomes very
evident they just thought the body had been stolen. And so again here, sometimes they tell a past-tense
story of something that happened in the future. Sometimes they include something that happened in

the future and put the story together. We don't know.

Luke 23:55—Now, the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after. So, the first time
they ran back, it talked about how they were afraid. They wouldn't even stop to talk to anyone. They
didn't say anything to anyone on the way. That's the story of the other gospels that we read, and they

ran back to the disciples.

And this is telling that same story. They departed quickly from the sepulcher for fear, and then it says,
and great joy. | need to look that one up a little more carefully and see some of what's stated there. But
the only thing that fits is something that Matthew's writing that eventually was a matter of joy. And so,
they ran to bring His disciples' word the first time. This is the first time they're going to the disciples

because they go back and forth twice.

Luke 23:55—Now, the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, speaking of
following Joseph of Arimathea, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they
returned and prepared the spices and fragrant oils, and they rested on the Sabbath according to the

commandment.

And then Luke 24, continuing on with the story, verse 1. Luke 24:1—Now, upon the first of the week,
very early in the morning, they came to the sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared,
and certain others with them. So it's speaking of the primary two on most of the gospels here, both

Marys, and then others were with them. | think they mentioned Salome in one of them that we read.

Then they found the stone had been rolled away from the sepulcher. It was already on the side there.

The guards that were there at the tomb, they were the only ones that witnessed all this that had taken
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place. And they entered in and did not find the body of the Lord Joshua. So this is what's in their minds
—the body was gone. They saw the wrapping of the things there, and the angel told them to look at it in
the first place.

Then it came to pass, as they were very perplexed about all this, behold, two men stood by them in
shining garments. So, again here, different witnesses or not. These all weren't witnesses, obviously, and
especially Luke, but two were, and two wrote these things, combined all this material later from other

witnesses.

Now, as they were afraid and bowed their faces down to the earth, they, the angels, in other words,
said to them, Why do you seek the living among the dead? So we know some of the things they said,
now it's adding something more here that they said at the same time. “Why do you seek the living

among the dead?” They didn't grasp it, not till later on.

It's kind of like all the things that Christ told the disciples for so long, all that journey, and it never clicked
until certain things happened. Then things came to them of what He had said. And that's kind of how it

worked a lot with all of them. Very physical, not understanding what was taking place, not grasping it.

And they said, He is not here, but has risen. Remember how He spoke to you when He was yet in
Galilee, saying, The son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be nailed to a
pole, and the third day rise again? It says, Then they remembered His words. It doesn't say right then,
because they didn't. They didn't grasp this yet. So it's going in a sequence of time that eventually this
happened.

Verse 9—Then they returned from the tomb and told all these sayings to the eleven. So it's mentioning

eleven. Judas, he was no longer around, so it refers to eleven now.

Now, they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. It was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and others with them who told these things to
the apostles. And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. But Peter
arose, ran to the tomb, and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves. And he

departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

So again, he ran there to see what had taken place. The women were right. He's gone. And so he tells the

story here of what took place.

John 20, this one here, | really enjoy reading. John 20 tells us some of the same account here because it
was Peter and John who ran to the tomb. But | love the way John writes about himself. He never speaks

of himself directly. He just refers to himself in a very unique way.

John 20:1—1In the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came early when it was yet dark unto the

sepulcher, and saw the stone taken away from the sepulcher. Then she ran and came to Simon Peter.
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So it's jumping ahead a lot here. It's not even telling them looking in the tomb. It just jumps ahead. ...and
to the other disciple. Well, the other disciple is the one writing this, John. ...whom Joshua loved, and
said to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher and we do not know where they
have laid Him. This is what the message was. This is all that they could think of. They didn't grasp the
rest till later. Then at some point it did come back to them, they grasped it all and were able to piece

everything together properly.

Therefore, Peter went forth, and the other disciple, again himself, John, and came to the sepulcher. So
they both ran together, and the other disciple did outrun Peter. So, he's basically saying, “l outran Peter.
| got there first and came first to the sepulcher.” Then, stooping down, he saw the linen clothes lying
there, yet he did not go in. So, John didn't go in. He got there first, and he saw the linen clothes. It's

telling a little bit more of the story here of what took place.

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the sepulcher and saw the linen clothes lying
there, and the napkin that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes but wrapped together
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple went in also. He's referring to himself in this manner “the
other disciple,” because he's writing the story, and doesn't want to focus it directly on him, and he's

talking about this other disciple, which was him, went in as well.

...who came first unto the sepulcher, again. He saw and believed. For as of yet, they did not know the
scripture that He must rise again from the dead. Then the disciple went away again to their own
home. So again here, this matter of how it says this. Yet, as of yet. Well, before that, I'm sorry. “Who
came first to the sepulcher, and he saw and believed.” It's so easy for us to read things into matters

because you could think then right then and there, he's saying right then. He didn't believe right then.

These are things that are so typical in how we think as human beings, and if we don't have the whole
story and don't see the whole story from beginning to end, it's easy to interject things. So it's been easy
for traditional Christianity to insert things in places into a story that really aren't there. He did believe,
but not right away. Just as much as the women, when they came back and told them all these things, the
disciples didn't believe. Not a one of them believed what they had seen. And finally, two ran back and
saw that His body was gone and the stone had been rolled back, and so they knew that the women had

told the truth. But believing that He had risen from the dead, it wasn't there in their minds yet.

For as yet ...as yet, they did not know the scripture that He must rise from the dead. Then the disciples

went away again to their own home.

Verse 11—But Mary stood outside of the sepulchre crying. So, the women came back with him. They
followed behind. They came back to the tomb as well. Because John and Peter were the only two of the
disciples that went back. So the women came back again; we’re talking about a second time. They were

going to complete a job that they had gone there to do the first place. Well, they hadn’t come back to
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complete it because He's gone. But they came back perhaps together, things we don't know, or just to

see the reaction or what John and Peter might have to say. We don't know.

They stood outside the sepulcher crying, and as she cried and stooped in the sepulcher and saw two
angels in white sitting, the one on the head and the other at the feet where the body of Joshua had

been lying. So this is the second time, and this is what's taking place.

Then they said to her, Woman, why are you crying? She said to them, Because they have taken away
my Lord. So again here, they're making it very clear here yet they still didn't get it that He had been

resurrected from the dead, that He was alive. No one took His body.

...and | do not know where they have laid Him. Now, when they said this, she turned herself back and
saw Joshua standing, and did not know that it was Joshua. So, perhaps because of the crying? Perhaps
of being mournful and looking down and not really focusing, but she saw a man standing there, as it

were.

And so, it goes on to say, Joshua said to her, Woman, why are you crying? Whom do you seek? She
thought He must be the gardener and said to Him, Sir, if you have carried Him here from here... So, this

is what they're still thinking.

John and Peter, who went there, they see He's gone. They see the women told the truth. The body's not
there. But to know that He'd been resurrected, that He'd risen, they did not get it. So, it's good to look at
ourselves sometimes and think how we can read things into scripture if we're not careful, into a story

flow. And a lot of that because of our minds and what traditional Christianity has said in times past.

We're still getting rid of a lot of that garbage, if you will, out of our minds. There's some stuff I'm working
on with the Feast right now, a Feast sermon. And some of that's there where our minds are set of things
we've heard in times past. God is blessing us to get a lot of that cleared out of our thinking so we can see
the truth in a stronger way and realize what has happened, what has been taught in the world, and how

much that's really affected our thinking.

That's why in the beginning of Philadelphia, and all through Philadelphia, we never got rid of the matter
of Joshua having eternally existed. Because He didn't. He had a beginning of life. But that mindset,
because of what was taught in traditional Christianity, was still there and couldn't be shaken. It wasn't

time yet...and for a purpose.

Anyway, going on. She thought it was the gardener and talked to Joshua. She thought He'd been taken.

“Gardener, if you've taken Him away, where have you laid Him?”

And then, verse 16—Joshua then said to her, Mary. She turned herself and said to Him... Now she saw

him. Now she knew who it was. Rabboni, which is to say, teacher. It's not “master,” it's the word for
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teacher. Anyway, even things like that are so messed up in scripture. Sometimes, where it's Lord and

whatever and where it says master. Anyway.

Verse 17—Joshua said to her, Do not touch me. So, we know what this is about now. But others read
through this, they have not the foggiest idea. Sadly, not even the scattered Church knows what this is
about. Joshua said to her, Do not touch me, for | have not yet ascended to my Father. But go to my
brethren and say to them, | ascend unto my Father and your Father, and my God and your God. So now
she's been told directly by Joshua; she knows it's Him. Not a body that had been taken and moved
somewhere else. She's the first to see, the first to know, the first to understand He has been resurrected

from the dead. He's alive. Awesome!

Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord and that He had spoken these
things to her. So, that's what her purpose was in going back and talking to them. And it doesn't tell all
the story here of what took place yet, but it's putting this in here. This is where she wanted to go, and

that's where she wanted to go back and tell them that good news.

So, again, these things we've just gone through, it's only with that understanding that one can more fully
grasp the timing and importance of what's recorded because, again, the story has been so polluted by
the world and some of those things can still affect people's minds even within the Church if we're not

careful.

And it's only in this manner that one can come to see the revelation of Joshua having been, again here,
received of the Father as the Wave Sheaf offering being fulfilled. So, this is a part because of what God
has given to us to understand. That's why He specifically told her, “Do not touch me.” Because that's the
immediate inclination here, is to grab a hold of Him and to embrace Him, to be so thankful, to be so
excited. We can't even begin to grasp that. To think someone's dead and the body's been stolen and

here He is, He's talking to you? Mind-boggling! No one's ever experienced that like that.

So, there's only one interpretation of the following verses that can be made, and that can only be known
by what we're covering in the exact sequence of events. That's why | love the book, that God has given
to us such precise timing of things to be able to tell in a manner to make it clearer. Timing is vital, and it’s

important that we respond to God exactly the way God says, doing things at the exact time.

Look at what happened to the Jewish people. They started fooling around with the Passover. After that,
they were gone. Things that they might have had a hold on a little bit, they lost it all in that respect.

Incredible what took place even with the Jews.

So again here, number one, we've seen where the women went twice to the tomb and then twice to the
disciples. That's what's being spoken of here. And on the first occasion, again, the women went into the

tomb and the angels told them to quickly go to the disciples and tell them that Joshua had risen from the
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dead. They didn't get it. They didn't fulfill all that. They just went to them and told them the body is gone

and we don't know where He's been taken; someone's taken the body of Joshua.

Then, secondly, then only Peter and John went to the sepulcher, and the women followed. Again, we're
talking about a second time this is taking place. And after this point, it's where Joshua then first spoke to

Mary Magdalene and it's here He told her not to touch Him. So simple, so basic.

And then thirdly, as the two Marys are going back a second time to the disciples, that we read this
following account here of Joshua in Matthew 28. We read the verses 5 through 8 earlier, but I'm going to
read them again, just in context here again. On the first visit, Matthew 28:5—Then the angel answered
and said to the women, Do not fear, for | know that you seek Joshua, who was nailed to a pole. He is

not here, for He has risen, as He said. They didn't believe it. They didn't grasp what he was saying.

Come see the place where the Lord was lying. So, they looked. Then go quickly and tell the disciples
that He has risen from the dead. They didn't do that. They didn't believe it. They just thought the body
had been stolen. Don't know why, but that's all they could handle. ...and He goes before you into

Galilee. There you will see Him. Now | have told you.

And then it says, Now they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear, it says, and great joy. So

again here, fully believed totally that's later on. ...and ran to bring His disciples word.

Then verse 9—Now, as they were on their way to tell His disciples... So again here, by reading the
previous verse, one can draw, again, the wrong conclusion. Again, it's a matter of piecing everything

together because this actually jumps ahead to the second time.

That's why some of this is so very difficult sometimes to put together, to grasp what's being said,
because a person can read this wrong as though this is the first occasion. No, it isn't. This is the second
time because they went to the disciples twice. And that's all that Matthew here, in that respect, is
getting to in his story. So, it just jumps ahead and it just states a fact, not telling what happened in
between, not telling that they went first, and Peter and John came back to the tomb. He's not covering
that in Matthew's account. He's just going on to show here now, jumping ahead to the second time on

their way.

So again, this is following what was just recorded in John 20:17, where it says that Joshua spoke with

Mary not to touch Him.

Then John 20:18—Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord. She didn't
see Him the first time; she saw Him the second time. And that He had spoken these things to her. So

again here, what an incredible thing. Once, and then the second time going back.

Now, Matthew 28:9, going on in the story. Now, as they were on their way to tell His disciples, behold,

Joshua met them, saying, Greetings! So, again, He had already talked to her at the tomb, told her not to
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touch Him. So, simple to put together. This isn't their first encounter. This is her second encounter with
Joshua. He didn't have to explain different things, say different things to her. She didn't have to recognize
Him differently. The first time she didn't know who it was, thought it was the gardener. He made it clear.

Now they're on their way back.

Again, just a couple of miles away and they're rushing back to tell them, and He appears to them again,
and this is what's happening. As they were on their way to tell His disciples, behold, Joshua met them
saying, Greetings! Then they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. So the first time He
didn't. So, it's the only place it fits. Incredible.

But we are so prone as human beings to read things into stories. That's where we get into trouble. Then
Joshua said to them, Do not be afraid. Go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee and there they
shall see me. So, now it's not the angels telling them, it's Joshua himself telling them “This,” basically,

“This time, this is what you tell the disciples.”

Now, when they were going, behold, some of the watch... In other words, some of the guards came
into the city and declared to the chief priests all the things that had happened. So, in other words,
they're telling the story here and it's going back to what happened earlier when the guards saw what
they did. And so now they have worked up the courage, if you will, to go in and to report what had

happened. Should be able to understand that.

Verse 12—And when they were assembled with the elders, it says, they had taken counsel. They gave a
large amount of money to the soldiers saying, This is what you're to say. Isn't this incredible? “Here's
the story you're going to tell. Don't tell the one of what you just told us. Here's what happened, and

here's the money to help you.”

...His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we slept. So in other words, “It's better to
acknowledge that you went to sleep than to tell this story of what really took place and to say that the

disciples did come and they took the body away while we were sleeping.”

So they took the money. So much of the world is like that. A bribe here and a bribe there. There are
places, there are some countries you can't do business in hardly. Some places really you can't, unless
there's money given. It's the way it works. It's sad, but there are companies that are set up that way to
be able to give people money in order to get something accomplished. Just the way some parts of the

world work.

...saying, His disciples came by night and stole Him while we slept. And if this comes to the governor's
ears, we will persuade him and free you. So, in other words, “We can help you out of this. We can help
you through this if you tell the story, and we'll get you out of this situation, whatever happens. If they try
to do anything to you, we'll help you out of this. So we're giving you money, and we're going to help you

be free of anything that might come back and haunt you or hurt you or be against you.” So they took the
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money and did, as it says here, as they were instructed. And this saying is commonly reported among

the Jews until this day.

So again, there's a lot here. We've covered a lot in a very short length of time about exact sequence of
events. But it's good to have these things in your mind to understand the flow of it, to understand what
took place, to understand the women went back and forth twice, because otherwise, to grasp and
comprehend, to understand what we do about the Wave Sheaf Offering and why Christ said what He did,

that was an incredible revelation to the Church.
Again, thinking about Feast sermons and I'm trying to stay out of them.

But it's an awesome thing that we have been given, things that people have never understood. And then
to be able to piece a story like this together in a manner that has inspiration and excitement to it, to
understand people's reactions to events as they're taking place and why they might not say everything
that an angel told them. Instead, having a greater concern about the body isn't there; “It's just not there

and someone has taken it,” They want to find out why. It's in their mind.

And then to be able to have the ability all of a sudden to see Joshua? There are some stories next
Sabbath we’re going to go into that it's so incredible how God works with us and chooses to work with

us in certain stories that are written.

But anyway, this sermon is very quick, | understand, but | want to continue going through this in this
manner with the ones that are going to go out there because with this book coming out, I'm getting
more and more excited about where we are. Because we have chapters 10 and 11 to tell a complete
story of something that the Church, we've never grasped and understood as fully as we do now. And |

believe that God's going to use it in a very powerful way.

I've made this comment before about | can still see and hear, in one respect, Herbert Armstrong in the
front of the room, and we were there in the refreshing program, and he was just getting the book,
Mystery of the Ages. He was so incredibly excited at his age to be so moved by the fact that that book
was able to be written in a manner to give something to the world, a mystery of the ages, writing it in

such a way of things that people had never heard nor understood and able to be there.

Now God's blessed us to go on beyond that, to be able to have things put together in such an incredible
way that when we understand where we are, we'd be blind and foolish not to understand that there's a
purpose for all this information going out there in the manner that it's going to, and giving people an

opportunity at a time.

Look at what's happening in this country. | don't like the Protestant side of it but look what's taking place
—a movement that is something a few years ago you would say would never happen because of the way
things were going. That people have this mindset and a desire to bring back certain things about practice

of religion and beliefs in young people. Incredible what's taking place. So, God can use that.
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Though oftentimes those things are caused by, stirred up by a wrong spirit, because they want to deceive
mankind, God has a way, just like in the book of Esther, of turning things around like He did on Haman,
and turning them around on Satan as well, because He's done it over and over and over again. To allow
him to do certain things, in this case a movement, and then in time God can begin to draw people out of
it who are just starting a process of learning, and to realize, “I have been lied to all my life, and so has the

whole world.” Awesome, the time we live in and what we're going to experience.
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