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Today we're continuing in the series entitled Joshua's Resurrection, with this being Part 2.

Now, in Part 1 we focused on the exact events that occurred concerning Joshua's resurrection,

what happened at the tomb, the women arriving, all the things involved with that, getting the time
factors down. Because we're going through this as a process because there is a huge part of the Church
that lost things like this. Absolutely lost any and all knowledge of anything sound when it came to the
timing of Passover. Which is a shame, because if you don't hold tight to the trunk of the tree, as with
Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread, everything else is going to fall apart. That's exactly what's

happened in tens of thousands of people's lives. Mind-boggling what we've gone through.

So, anyway, this is also good not only for those who've been around for a long time to have their minds
refreshed in these things, because there are always things to pick up that you didn't know before, and
for younger people, especially, we have other sermons coming along in time here, but as well in this one
here, that if we've heard these things and we've proven certain things to ourselves, we carry a lot with
us, we truly do, and more than has been known in times past. There are reasons why God reveals these

things in a progressive manner, but we'll come to that at another time.

So anyway, looking at the things of when they arrived, realizing that they were actually there before it
was even sunrise at the one point, before it actually started getting light, but the sun wasn't up yet. So
again, incredible timing in some of these things and what took place as to what they saw that, totally, if
anybody knows this, does away with everything that traditional Christianity believes when it comes to
the time they think that everything happened, talking about a resurrection. Mind-boggling. But people
hold on to those things because they're never really told what is true. They don't understand how things

were observed back then by any measure.

Anyway, with all that was covered to this point, it should be a lot easier addressing what comes next that
needs to be addressed, that we need to hold on to in God's Church, that we need to have deeply
embedded in our minds, and that young people who are hearing these things as well, that they can
begin to latch on to them and begin to understand and see. A lot of times growing up in the Church,
people don't know what the world really teaches and how they think, but this one here should be pretty
easy. Because when you think about Easter, everybody knows when Easter and Christmas are as a whole.
And to understand how these things are so far off base shouldn't be all that difficult, even on a physical

plane.

You know, there are times through time, especially in the beginning, you get down to after 4,000 years of
man being on earth, and now we come down to the time of the Messiah being revealed to mankind, and

God beginning to reveal a lot more, there was still so much that wasn't known by them at that period of
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time, things they didn't grasp nor understand. And the primary thing they taught, indeed, was about
Joshua. It's about Joshua. Someone who was resurrected from the dead, the son of God. It wasn't all the
other things that the apostles later on were given to give to the Church. That wasn't being given in the
world. The primary focus was Joshua the Messiah was here. That was the primary focus of even the
apostles when they first went out to gentile areas and so forth, preaching. They didn't have the kind of
knowledge in the sense that so many of us have had in times past, even within traditional Christianity, to

be able to grasp.

You look at the gentile world back there. They didn't know the things that the apostles and

different ones went out and taught. They hadn't heard things like that. So you had to start with

some things that were extremely basic until it became more of a norm among people that they'd heard
these things. But you look at time and what God has begun to reveal, what He began to reveal through
Herbert Armstrong, there had never been a time like that in the Church eras. By the time Philadelphia

came along, there had never been a time when so much was being given.

That's why there were so many thousands upon thousands of people who were called co-workers. They
weren't being called to be in the Church, but there are things they could see

without being called into the Church. An ability to see certain things, to realize this makes sense, this is

sound. | loved it, The Plain Truth. Awesome! Because it made sense. And that's why things of judgment

and so forth are so much more pronounced now upon the world, upon mankind, if they have heard

these things and know of some of these things. We'll get into some of those things later on.

So we're getting to the point here where it should be a whole lot easier now because of everything
we've covered, of focusing on the only sign that Christ gave as proof that He was the prophesied

Messiah.

Luke 11. Let's pick it up there. Luke 11. Too often or often within the Church, we can feel like we know
these things. “I know this.” Well, that's great. But we also know Passover. We hear it every year, year
after year, almost the exact same ceremony. But it's important. It's important to God because we as
human beings, if we don't do that, we’ll forget. That's why He gave it to us once a year. That's why He
gave us a Sabbath every seven days, to be refreshed, to be strengthened, to be stirred up in spirit. But
even on annual Holy Days to be reminded of the very basics of what we have. And then you find in God's
Church that you're actually able to build upon those things with time, to grow in those things with

deeper understanding.

Luke 11:29—Now, when the people had assembled together, He began to say, This is an evil
generation, and they seek a sign. When | read that, | can't help but think of, and what's this generation?
This is far, far, far, far worse than it was in the time of Christ. Incredible. “They seek a sign.” In this case

here, whether or not He was the Messiah.
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But there shall no sign be given to it. It's like, if we can see something, | don't know, like the sun
appearing to go back ten degrees, maybe half a day, maybe that would be a great sign that people would
be moved by. But you think, that doesn't help. If you see something physical like that, in order to believe
something... They should have believed exactly what was taking place in the first place, all the miracles
that were taking place. No human being could do those things. No one could heal. The kind of healings
that took place, incredible. Demons being cast out, blind being able to see, deaf being able to hear. So
they really, without excuse. And there was plenty of evidence of it, and people who saw these things,

witnesses.

You know, it talks about in the mouth of two or three witnesses — what about hundreds and thousands
that are telling this because of what they saw? Because thousands were following Him. That's even hard
to grasp sometimes. Thousands of people following Him from one area to another. That's why you can
kind of see at one point there where it talks about how He really didn't want to be seen for a while.

When they were coming back down that final journey, it's like, it's not going to happen that way.

But there will no sign be given but the sign of Jonah the prophet. For as Jonah was assigned to the
Ninevites, so will the son of mankind be to this generation. And candidly, to every generation

afterwards.

Let's turn over to Matthew 12. So again, except for those who came into God's Church, once it began in
31 AD, that generation didn't believe in that sign—that's the reality of it—and the sign that was given.
And every generation since then has not believed it. Incredible.

Matthew 12:38—Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we wish to see a
sign from you. So again, the same thing here, except by Matthew this time. But He answered and said

unto them, An evil and an adulterous generation seeks after a sign.

And what does that mean by an adulterous generation? Well, it's about God. It's not about how they're
living carnally or physically in the world, it's about a mindset toward God, to put other things before
God, which is a matter of spiritual adultery, if you will, and wanting to believe other things, wanting to
mix other things. They were very superstitious during those periods of time, especially the Romans. They
would mix things together from different peoples that they conquered because they were so

superstitious, incredibly superstitious.

An evil and an adulterous generation seeks after a sign, but there will no sign be given to it but the
sign of the prophet Jonah. So, primarily even amongst the Jews then, you look at them,
you think, for what they had been given, they should have known. They should have known without the

sign, without a sign, because of the miracles that were done.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the great fish's stomach, so will the son of man be

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Very specific.
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And | love the way Herbert Armstrong brought it out in his writing, talking about how if you look
at the Hebrew and look at what happened to Jonah, it was exactly, in the way it's written, exactly three
full days and three full nights. Not a part of a day and not a part of a night. It was exactly three when all

was put together.

So again here, incredible. Things that we should understand, things that we should know, things that we
have grasped. And again, going through something like this, I'm still struck by the reality that the Church
lost these things, as a whole, the majority. Two-thirds lost it very quickly, and it was already going away
through the period of Laodicea. And there are others who partially held on to it, different scattered
groups that partially held on to some of these things. Some of them had battles because there were

different ones in the ministry who wanted to teach a 14/15t fifteenth Passover. Insane.

So, what kind of timing comes from Friday just before sunset to Sunday morning? It's hard to grasp how
traditional Christianity and those who call themselves scholars, those who preach about these things,
come across this and can't be fully honest about it. Because all Friday night, if you think of the time, and
all Saturday night, they had two nights, but they didn't have another night, nor a portion of any other

night. How can you say that he was the Messiah? Incredible.

Actually, in traditional Christianity, some say that that half hour of daylight on Friday, or

whatever it was, it was right close to that time period by the time they put Him in the tomb, still
daylight, the sun hadn't gone down yet. And they look at that period of time and they say you can count
that as the first day because the sun was still up. That's literally what they say! That's what they teach.
Most don't even care what they teach. They just care that “He is risen,” Sunday morning sunrise service
type thing. But they have no concept here of anything written in

scripture. Mind-boggling!

Then if you take Sunday morning, what do you get there? Well, did it happen before sunrise? Which we
know it did. When they went to the tomb and it was yet dark, it makes it very clear. The Marys were
standing there. The angel there said, “He is risen. He's already risen. He's already gone.” So, to have a
sunrise service seems a little strange because it wasn't coming up on the horizon yet. It was before that.

But anyway.

So, if you even looked at that and believe that, well, maybe a half an hour of sunrise, you have the first
portion. If you look at the time period here, if you look at Thursday and what they believe. | guess we
could look at that. If you're looking at Saturday, all day Saturday, it's the only full day that they really
have. But if they add the half an hour on Friday and maybe a half an hour Sunday morning? And that's
what they do. They count it three days. Mind-boggling. And it's like they kind of ignore the two nights,
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because I've never heard anything or seen anything written where they get that third night taken care of.

There's nothing there.

To grasp when Passover really was, to grasp the meaning of Friday being a preparation day,

to understand some of the most basic things of all, that the women took time to prepare everything that
they had to prepare to take to the tomb, that they had to go out and buy it, prepare it, because it says,
“And they rested the Sabbath day,” or “Rested as they were commanded,” and it being the Sabbath day.
Mind-boggling.

So, | want to read some of this to get this across. Since traditional Christianity's actual belief

is that Joshua the Christ died on Friday just before sunset, they actually believed that He was

dead and in the tomb for a maximum period of two full nights, and then half an hour maximum on
Friday, (somewhere in there), before sunset, a small smidgen of daylight Sunday morning, plus one full

day on Saturday. New math.

So the truth is, in all this, this is the sign for Jesus. Isn't that amazing, what we've been given? It's not the
sign for Joshua. It is the sign for Jesus and what they teach because that's what they teach as being the
Messiah and the Christ, that Christ. Incredible.

Hebrews 10. Let's turn over there. | don't need to go through the timing. Maybe | should. Just knowing
that Passover is on the fourteenth in that particular year, that it was a Tuesday night and Wednesday
daylight. And then on Wednesday at sunset, just before they put Him in the tomb, you have Wednesday
night, all day Thursday (the High Day, the first High Day), then at sunset begins a preparation day, Friday,
sixth day of the week, all day Friday.

And this is something the Church really in times past never really focused too much upon, to know He
was put in the tomb at that moment in time because it's a matter of faith. Because you can't find it in
scripture; it doesn't say He was resurrected at that specific moment before sunset on the Sabbath. But
He was resurrected at that time. It's a matter of faith. It's a matter of understanding what the truth is
about the timing of all these events. To know, in order to fulfill the sign, a matter of faith, three days and

three nights.

A part of daylight — each day was counted — and then a part of daylight at the end, just before that
period of time, if I'm making this clear. I'm probably rushing through this too fast. But when you add
them all up, it is three full days and three full nights because the reality is maybe a half an hour on that

period of time Wednesday, that He was in the tomb.

Let's say it's 6 o'clock, 7 o'clock, whatever time sundown is over there at that time of year, and you have

a moment then just before sunset, before the High Day begins. It's a portion of a day. But the reality is
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when you take it all the way through three days and three nights, it's still that portion that comes out on
the Sabbath. He was resurrected on the Sabbath.

Why we never stressed that, | don't know, in times past. It was never stressed in sermons. | don't know
even how many thought about it and believed it, maybe thinking that, | don't know, maybe it was Sunday
morning sometime. | don't know what was in people's minds. But to put it all together that it was
Sabbath before sunset on the weekly Sabbath that He was resurrected. Something everybody should
understand because it's the only time it could be if you look at the day of Passover and what happened

and when He was put into the tomb.

And so, again here, that year it was on a Tuesday night, Wednesday daylight, and as we already covered
it, from noon to about 3 o'clock there was darkness over all the land. Incredible. All the way from noon
up to three o'clock. And that's when He died, when the spear was rammed into His side and the water

and the blood came out to the ground, and His time was up. It was over with. He was dead.

It was at that moment in time—Incredible!—the veil of the temple was rent from top to bottom.
Incredible, some of the things written here and what took place. Because it all has meaning. The veil that
separated the Holy Place, which took up two-thirds of the temple, where the priests went every day to
do their service. But behind this veil, this huge curtain area, behind it was another third of the temple
where the covenant, the ark, if you will, was, the ark of the covenant. And in that particular area then,
reflecting that only the high priest could go in there once a year. And then when Christ died, that this
tore down the middle? Awesome, because it has incredible meaning to it. That's what's recorded here in

Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:16, where God says, This is the covenant that | will make with them after those

days, says the Eternal, or the Lord (but it's referring to scripture in the Old Testament). | will

put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them. That's an incredible thing to realize
what we've been given, that God gives us an ability to know, to see things in our minds that has to do
with our feelings, referring to the heart here, the emotion, the thinking about it, the connection then we

have with God and this story as well, and everything else that God reveals.

...and their minds, | will write them, and their sins and their iniquity... In other words, a condition of
being without law here when it talks about iniquity, sin, iniquity. ...I will remember no more. And
sometimes even with people who have God's spirit within them, who are a part of the Body of Christ,
the Church of God, have a difficult time believing that or living it. Because sometimes if we are fighting, if
we're fighting against sin, and if it reoccurs in our lives, and to go and repent when it does, God puts it
away. We tend to, as human beings, oftentimes in the beginning, especially, beat ourselves up more and
won't allow what we should allow into our life to be there for a time until we grow to that point where

we can, to know it's gone.

Joshua’s Resurrection, Pt. 2 6



As long as you strive to fight against it, as long as you genuinely repent in sincerity and truth before God,
and are fighting whatever it might be, and praying for help to conquer whatever that weakness might be
or weaknesses that we have, you don't have to carry it around with you. God's made a way that we have
peace, peace of mind. That's an awesome thing, especially when you get to the point where you can live

it spiritually. It's a beautiful thing. But sometimes it takes a while to get there.

So it says ...their sins and their iniquity | will remember no more. Now, where there is remission... And
that word means “a release from bondage.” Beautiful. Because only God can do that in Christ, through
Christ. That's what God has given us through Christ. It brings it up more here, but a release from

bondage.

..where there is remission of these, there's no longer an offering for sin. Therefore, brethren, having
boldness to enter the holiest by the blood of Joshua.... So it's talking about here, something changed.
The curtain was ripped from top to bottom. Because before this, only a high priest could go in through
there. Now, it's opened up to all who can receive it, who can be given that, the ability to go before God's

throne. Because that's what it pictures. It's picturing God's throne, His presence, if you will.

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter in... That word is a little unique because it's also about a
liberty to understand that there’s a freedom to do this. And with that should go a kind of boldness, if you
will, because we know what we have. We know what we've been given. We should have a kind of

boldness and strength and confidence when we go before God in prayer.

...having boldness to enter the holiest by the blood of Joshua. And that's incredibly meaningful if we
grasp what it's saying here. We can constantly be forgiven of sin. Because we need that. Everyone has sin
in their life. We are carnal, physical human beings, but we've been blessed with the impregnation of
God's spirit, where we can grow spiritually and conquer, work to conquer. We'll never fully conquer
everything, but we have this process where we can work to conquer and overcome (same word — means
the same thing), to conquer, to overcome our weaknesses and become stronger in spirit. It's a beautiful

thing.

But always being reminded it's through Joshua, His blood. Because we can't do this, obviously, on our
own, by our own strength. We have to have God's help and strength in it. But the ability to have that
relationship to be able to go into the Holiest of Holies, most of that is about, or a large portion of it, if

you will, is about repentance and forgiveness, asking God for help to fight what we need to fight.

We need to know. That's why | talk about knowing our strengths and our weaknesses, our primary
weaknesses that should be very much at the forefront of our minds, to know where we are the weakest
in our carnal life. Because then, if we're aware of those things, then we know what we have to fight. And
when even the spirit of it that comes into the mind to think, if the thinking isn't right, to ask God in help

in conquering that. Because that's where it is. That's where it comes from — in the very deepest part of
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our minds. And then things can come out of our mouths, judgments, things that take place. Those are

things we have battles with because we're carnal.

Another way of saying it is, we're just selfish. We're selfish human beings. It's the way God made us. He
didn't make us to have spiritual minds. We have to receive that later on through this process He's given

to us. It's awesome to understand all those things.

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter into the Holiest by the blood of Joshua... Being able to
be forgiven of sin. Because God won't be around sin. God will not be around sin. So if we carry sin and
refuse to repent or refuse to acknowledge or refuse to look at ourselves or are not seeking to be able to
understand what it is we need to change, where we need to grow then God can't work with us if sin
stays there, sin that could be fought against, sin that can be worked at to be conquered, to be repented

of, to be forgiven. | hope that makes sense.

...brethren, having boldness to enter into the Holiest by the blood of Joshua, by a new... Because they
never had this before. Finally, God is going to begin working with larger groups of

people. Before that, it was a one-on-one with God Almighty. There weren't very many called in 4,000
years. That's incredible to understand. There haven't been that many compared to the Church in the past
2,000 years.

...by a new and a living way. Living because it's a matter of God's spirit living in us, having the ability to

receive that kind of power into our being, into our thinking, and our minds.

...which He consecrated for us, Joshua the Christ, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh. And Paul
talks about this in other places too. | love it when he talks about making the two one, speaking of gentile
and Jew. Because it's about us all being at one with God, being in agreement, being of one. It wasn't just
for the Jews, it's for all mankind. God made that very clear through the teachings of Paul and so forth...

and it took time. But, incredible.

...which He consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say His flesh. So, talking about a
sacrifice and what it took. And having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true

heart, in full assurance of faith.

So again, this can be a battle. It can take time for individuals to get even to the point where they realize
and understand that they're not being truthful to God. The worst thing we can ever do is not being
absolutely truthful with God because He knows everything about us. He knows what's up here in our
thinking. And for us not to acknowledge that and think about that and realize that...? That should even
help more to see what it is that needs to be changed in the mind. And then asking God for help. And if
that battle is every day, every day, every day, so be it. Because it really should be. Striving to do better.

We fall flat because of selfishness.

...let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. So it's a matter of what we
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believe, holding to that with all of our being. God has opened up our minds to understand, to see
incredible things, but it's our choice whether or not we believe everything He gives to us, whether or not

we hold fast to it so we can continue to believe, asking God for help to continue.

...having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. And sometimes we can go astray from this and
not realizing that's what we have. There's evil in us. Selfishness is absolutely evil. And the more we see
that and the more we can grasp that, the more we can be successful in fighting against it and asking God
for help to fight against it. Because that's the way we tend to think as human beings. It's just the way we

are.

That's why what Satan did was so incredibly evil and why God gave us the kind of minds we have where
we have to experience that kind of thinking. Because that's what we have in us.
He became selfish. He wasn't before, as Lucifer, until a certain point in time, and then he began to

become selfish. And God created us, human beings, with selfishness — our very makeup. Incredible.

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. That's what God offers us. The truth. Pure water.
The more that truth lives in us, the more we have of God's spirit living within us, the less we have of

selfishness, carnality.

Let us hold fast. And that takes work. Spiritual. A relationship with God. Praying to God. Seeking God's
help. Knowing we need His help every day of our life. We truly do. “Let us hold fast.” And that's the only
way you can hold fast to the trunk of the tree. Because every year, we're reminded of how many
thousands, tens of thousands, and it has to be in the hundreds of thousands, who have received God's

spirit, who have turned against God in the past 2,000 years. Mind-boggling.

Let us hold fast the profession. It's a word like confession. In other words, what we live, what we confess
by how we live. Profession, yes. We are to change, we're to learn something, we're to grow, but it's more
about a confession. Not confessing like the Catholic Church teaches. It's about this way of life and living
it, believing it, living by faith, which is professing it. It's what we profess. It's what we confess, if you will.
So, our lives should reflect what we profess. We are the Body of Christ. We are in the Church of God.

That's what we profess. And our life should reflect that.

And indeed, as a whole, obviously they do. Because we hold to the trunk of the tree. We want to hold
fast. | mentioned that in the beginning here. It's an encouraging thing from area to area to area, to see
those, some going all the way back in PKG and before, who've held fast to what God gave to them. That
takes work on a spiritual plane — of praying to God, of keeping eyes focused on God, of wanting what

God has placed before us, wanting to fight against self, a willingness to fight against this constantly.

Let us hold fast the confession/profession of our hope without wavering. One thing I've seen a lot of in

God's Church, being a minister through time, incredible wavering has taken place. Dangerous,
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dangerous, dangerous. That's why we have to stay close to God on a consistent basis. That's why | love
the words about to dwell in, to abide in. And another word in English that is used that means the same
thing, to remain in. That takes effort. You don't just abide because you say you do or whatever. It's by

what you're doing. It's by this professing. It's part of professing this way of life. That's why we do this.

..without wavering. For He who promised is faithful. God is faithful, but human beings as a whole are
not. And that's the big problem. We tend not to be faithful as human beings. It's our nature, which is
selfish. So it takes a fight, but it takes God's help. And that's what we have to see with all of our being

because that's why we cry out to God.

So again, so we know that Joshua died at 3 p.m., and we covered how Joseph went to Pilate and asked
permission to take Joshua and bury Him. Then he and Nicodemus took some spices and burial cloth and
placed Joshua in the tomb. The women were there. Some of the women watched where He was because
it was in their heart and mind to do this in a better way. Because that was done hastily and not in the
normal way that they would do a burial. They had some of the things there, but not to the degree that
they felt was proper for what they believed. They believed He was the Messiah. Incredible. So, to show a

greater honor in that respect.

And they didn't understand things yet. They had no idea. They didn't grasp His resurrection at all. They
didn't believe Him. That's what | marvel at. Even the first time they were there at the tomb, the women,
when they heard what they did, Mary heard what she did from the angel, it wasn't gelling. It was like
being in shock, and maybe she was in shock. Just couldn't grasp it. Because when she was there, came
back and had this conversation with the angel, didn't recognize it was an angel. | don't know how you

recognize that or how you know that, but I'll back up here a little bit. I'm getting ahead of myself.

But she still didn't; they didn't believe. And then all of a sudden to hear a voice behind her and
still not recognizing now it's Joshua. And she's hearing this voice and she's thinking it's the
gardener, and she still doesn't get it. Then we see what took place and their second return then back and

forth telling what had taken place on that second trip.

Anyway, Joshua specifically said that He would be in the heart of the earth, again, three days and three

nights, and | think we've gone through that thoroughly enough.

| want to read a little bit more here to make sure I've covered some things. Mind-boggling here. | feel
bad about in some ways just repeating some of this or going into it some more, but it really struck me
hard today to think that we have young people in God's Church that should be able to see these things.
It's up to you to prove these things to yourself, to think about them, whether they're true or not. Is
traditional Christianity right about Jesus? You think, well, no. Well, how do you know? These are some of

the ways that you can know.

And some in God's Church need to become more fully grounded in some of those things too.
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Because I'll tell you what, you have no idea what's ahead of you before this is over with. It's not time to
go into any of those things, but we're going to experience some dumbfounding things before Joshua
returns. You think it was incredible what took place around the time of John the Baptist and afterwards.

There's a lot more coming, and it isn't all going to be good by any measure.

Now, it'll be exciting in one respect because we're going to see things on a plane that we have never
experienced, and that will be dumbfounding in itself. But it's going to be other things as well that aren't
going to be so enjoyable in that respect that are going to take place. And so, we have to be deeply
convicted and asking God for help to go through what's in front of us because we don't know when it's

going to happen. Awesome, to understand some of that.

To think of what's taking place in the Middle East? Because there are other scenarios, not just a weapon
that has to be blown up when you talk about the first four Trumpets. It doesn't have to be on the
continent of the United States to fulfill prophecy. It could be in the Middle East. It could be that someone
already has a nuclear weapon or saved enough to do what they need to do with it in order to explode
one. You think that's not possible? All this delay, delay, delay, which they're very good at in the first

place.

Because it talks about the number of ships that are destroyed when this thing goes off. And it talks about
a third of the ships and a third of the life, and on and on it goes on that first. So there could be a lot of
different scenarios that take place. That's my point in some of these things, is that there are different
scenarios of things that can happen. It doesn't have to be North Korea. It can be Iran. It can be different
rogue states or nations or whatever it might be. But someone is going to do something really stupid that
starts this all off and then the ball starts rolling. We already see the attitude of Europe and what they're
going to do.

So, we need to understand we live in a volatile world. And if you think you've got a lot of time?

| don't know. We live in that kind of time right now. The last few Feasts, don't know whether we're going
to come back. At what point are we going to get stuck somewhere? You don't know if you're going to be
somewhere and what's going to take place and how it's going to happen. We don't know, and God has

that for a purpose. He could tell us everything, but He's not.

It’s part of being on guard, being close to God, and God will take us through whatever we must go
through. That's how it works. So again here, some scary stuff out there, and we ought to be very sobered

by it, being close to God.

So, I'm going to go ahead and read some of this. Again, no one went to Christ's tomb at the end of the
weekly Sabbath day. You know, here we are, Friday, they got everything together. It's too late to go by
the time they got it all together. They couldn't bring it on the Sabbath because, again, it's a High Day. It

says, and they rested the Sabbath day, in essence, as they were commanded. So when's the next time
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they could come? Well, they're not going to do it at nighttime. There's a lot of work to do in preparing
and doing a body properly. It's going to take some time. So they weren't going to do it by torchlight or
whatever. They were going to wait until Sunday morning. That's exactly why they came to the tomb at
that time. It should be very basic and very simple to understand — the Sabbath in between, the

preparation day before that, the weekly preparation day. Incredible.

So, | go through these things because | think of all the people in the Church who turned against this
knowledge, knowledge that isn't that difficult to understand, knowledge that isn't that really difficult to
prove. If you know the kinds of scriptures we've gone through, if you know what the Old Testament says,

and you know the timing of Passover, this is really very simple, it really is, even on a physical plane.

That's why it's such a hideous thing what so much of the ministry did, who went to 14/15th Passover and

began to believe things the Jews were teaching rather than what God's Church was teaching. Incredible.

The women had purchased and prepared spices on Friday, and they didn't have time to take them to
tomb that day. The next day, again, they rested. It's the weekly Sabbath. As they were commanded, they
kept the Sabbath. All of this is further evidenced, again, by what | just said, by the fact that they brought
the things to the tomb, they were bringing them on that Sunday morning. It drives it home, the timing,

even there.

When the first women came to the sepulcher, the message of the angel was very clear. Isn't that
incredible? “He is risen.” It doesn't say five minutes before this. It doesn't say that the sun was already

up and this is what took place.

| just get frustrated when | think about some of these things and all the people who have left
God's Church. | really do. Because it's never stopped, and it's a horrible thing to go through.
And yet everybody in one plane or another has to experience these things within fellowships and so

forth, and oftentimes within families and the like.

Let's turn over to Numbers 21. So, we know about the three days and three nights. We have that driven
into our minds hopefully, deeply, deeply embedded there. We should know it inside and out. We should
be able to tell anyone about it, frankly. We should know the timing in our own minds. And if we don't
know the exact day, all we have to do is count back a little bit, if we forget when that Passover was, what
day of the week it was. It's not too hard. You just work your way back, and you know you have a
preparation day there, a weekly preparation day, and that was the only one you had. It's not rocket

science.

Anyway, there's another analogy used in scripture that the world doesn't know the importance of, which
contains lessons of why Christ died for all. They ignore it. They read over it. They don't understand it. It's
an analogy that God used concerning Moses. Again, these things didn't happen by accident. That's why |

marvel when you go through scripture and you read about various things. Things didn't come along
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where God all of a sudden hit Himself in the forehead and “What am | going to do now?” and He's got to
make some kind of a plan to get through it. “What are we going to do now? What are we going to teach
them now? How am | going to use this account?” Things were planned out. God knows the insides and

outs of human nature in ways we can't even begin to comprehend. He made our minds.

Numbers 21:5. So, this is in the wilderness with one of the rebellions against Moses and against God.
Because a rebellion against Moses was a rebellion against God. It’s one thing the Church didn't really get
down too good during Philadelphia in large part, especially by the end of it, by the time we got in
Laodicea. Because most of these things happened toward the end. Thinking of Herbert Armstrong,
rebellion against him was rebellion against God, and those people never survived. They didn't come

through.

Numbers 21:5—Now, the people spoke against God and against Moses, saying, Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? Very carnal. There have been times early in the Church, |
read some of these stories, or where we'd hear them in sermons, you'd think, “Man, when it talks about
being hard-hearted, they were really tough. They were

something else.” It took time to realize that's the way we all are.

There is no bread, neither water, and our lives loathe this light bread. They had gotten sick and tired of
manna. How long did it take? It's kind of hard. Today we have restaurants. We have quick places. We
have food in abundance. They call it food. Some of it, sometimes we have to wonder. It's killing us. But

anyway.

You think of something like this, going out there and picking it off of whatever you could that it

was attached to day after day, except on one particular day. And then on one day, you actually picked off
double, and every time it was there so you could pick the double. You think, “Ought to learn something
from that one pretty quick, like. This is working. Every preparation day, there's double out here.” And if

you lie and cheat... Well, anyway. Carnal nature comes out here in incredible ways.

“Our souls,” our lives, as it's talking about, “we loathe this light bread,” this whatever it is,

this manna, “what is it.” So, they could make it like bread, work it like bread, whatever bread does.

| think that'd be pretty tough for 40 years. | really do. Knowing what we know. But we're so spoiled. Just
to have bread in old, old, different times and times past, not even having to go back that far, it was a

good thing if you had it because people even had to go without.

There is no bread, neither water, and our lives loathe this light bread. Then the Eternal sent venomous
snakes/serpents among the people. That's what the word is about, venomous snakes. ...and they bit the
people, and many people of Israel died. Therefore, the people came

to Moses and said, We have sinned. Carnality, carnality. It takes a little while sometimes. A few

thousand people have to die, and you finally get the message that, “Uh-oh, we have sinned. We haven't
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had this before and now we have all these venomous snakes out here and people are dying into the

thousands.”

Pray unto the Eternal that He take away the serpents from us. So, it wasn't a matter that they were
going to change their rotten attitudes and their thinking and their judgmental spirit and their carnality,
because they didn't have the power to do it anyway. But anyway, they knew what to do. They went to
Moses, and they said, “You pray.” Because they knew there's this connection, Moses was special. They
came through the Red Sea. Talk about a sign. You think, “How dumb could you be, even in a carnal way?”
To be that kind of stubborn is pretty tough.

But anyway.

Pray unto the Eternal that He take away the serpents from us. So Moses prayed for the people. Then
the Eternal said to Moses, Make a venomous serpent... | know we know the story, but it's incredible.
You think, sad, the world doesn't know it. When they see an ambulance run up down the highway, they
have no idea that this is talking about a time when the children of Israel were taken out of Egypt, when

they were in the wilderness.

Make a venomous serpent and set it upon a pole, and it shall come to pass that everyone who is
bitten, when they look upon it, will live. So, when people had that happen, they would live. It didn't
mean they didn't suffer some, but they didn't die. Because | believe that they were allowed to still suffer,
probably especially those who got bitten. It's kind of the way things work sometimes. Anyway, not

embellishing too much on it.

So, you think, here he puts this serpent on the pole and sticks it in the ground, and people, when they're
bitten by it, it doesn't take long. You don't want to die. Are you going to go and look on it? And you find
out that some are looking on this, and this is what you should do, because Moses put it out there. And
all you have to do is look up at this thing. That's all you have to do. A simple obedience. A snake on a
pole. Look at it, and you're going to live. Again, they didn't know about this at that time, but it's not

rocket science. I'm sorry.

And Moses made a serpent of brass and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass that if a serpent had
bitten anyone, when they looked upon the serpent of brass... Incredible! But what's human nature like?
The symbolism. It's like it's greater than Moses. God used the symbolism of a snake on a pole, and

there's power in that.

You think of that big church that I've mentioned a lot, and all the statues and all the symbols and all the
relics that they're known for. It's that kind of a mindset that they begin to look upon this as having
power. That somehow, by looking at something physical like that, that has a certain shape, | don't care
how big. How big do you want it? Some like to wear them really big, a cross, and down through on a
chain around the neck. It's like this has a special significance of power or whatever. People believe that
and think that.
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Anyway, so they started making them. They duplicated it. There were a lot of them. The Israelites were
known for doing those kinds of things. And | think, what an awesome thing, 720 years later... That's a
long time. This country is getting ready to celebrate, in a sense, its 250t birthday. Three times that? 750
years after this pole was made, it was destroyed, finally, because they were still worshiping the image.
Nuts! And why others hadn't taken care of it before that, it’s kind of hard to know. | have questions

about that. One day we'll find out.

But anyway, king of Judah, Hezekiah. Let's read about that in 2 Kings 18:3. Now, these things were
written a long, long, long time ago. It shouldn't be that hard to grasp a symbol that has to do with
healing. That has to do with all kinds of healing, not just being bitten by a snake, because it took on more
than that, even amongst Israelites. And then it began to spread to other parts of the world—that's how

these things work—wherever they were and people saw this.

2 Kings 18:3, speaking of Hezekiah, Now, he did that which was right in the sight of the Eternal,
according to all that David his father did. Meaning, he had a right heart toward God.

He had a desire toward God, to have the nation turn to God, to live by the things God had given.
And so, he was going to be obedient in that and get rid of those physical things, if you will, that
interfered with the truth of what God had given to them.

He removed the high places... Places of worship where people would go to worship. Not God. Their own
ideas of how to worship, even if they used God’s name. Because that's nothing new as well. But it's their

way, not God's way.

...and broke the images and cut down the groves. Again, things had to do with false worship, the things
God said not to do. ...and broke in pieces the serpent of brass that Moses had made. 750 years earlier.
It doesn't say that there, but that's how long it was. For unto those days the children of Israel were still
burning incense to it. So, whether it’s going up and lighting a candle, it's this mindset, or burning
incense, as was the practice at that time, it has to do with worship. It has to do with what they were
worshiping and how the mind thought in a superstitious way of something that wasn't real. And he

called it Nehushtan, or a thing of brass. That's all the word means in Hebrew.

Now, John 3, because God uses this for a purpose, something physical that happened for

something that has spiritual meaning.

John 3:12, Joshua is saying here, If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe it if | tell you of heavenly things? Things of the spirit, things that they couldn't grasp? How are
you going to believe those things if you don't even believe other things. Just like three days and three

nights. If you can't believe that?

No man has ascended up to heaven. Now, why would He say that? Because there are people who had

the belief that at death you can go to heaven. Way back then. There were different ideas. Some who
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believed in a resurrection, some who didn't. Some who began to have different ideas like this, different

religions and so forth that already had some of these concepts and ideas of some kind of whatever.

No man has ascended up to heaven, but He who came down from, or as it is in Greek, from out of
heaven. Even the son of man who is in heaven. So, again here, what is it talking about? Well, He came
down out of heaven. Not as a being, but as a begettel from God Almighty.

That's where it came from. The begettel came from God Himself, out of heaven, and was given to Mary,

and the child was born. Someone who had the mind of God Almighty.

That’s hard for us to grasp, but that's what He was given in a physical mind that could grow and develop
and have that thinking and that mind and that knowing. That's why He knew all the things He knew.

Incredible.

Even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. In
other words, on a pole. Awesome. Something in the Old Testament that happened physically, that
people were to look to if they'd been bitten by a snake. Here, one had to be lifted up to die for mankind.

Incredible. To be lifted up and put on a pole.

That whosoever believes in Him. So those who believe that this pole was out there with a snake on it,
that if you were bitten you could be healed, they didn't take long to learn from some of that. Because if
you're bitten and you're thinking you're going to die and Moses told you if you just look on the pole,
that's all you have to do—just look on the pole—you're going to live. That’s not hard to believe that
there might be a chance. If there's a chance in normal carnal human thinking, I'm going to take it,
because otherwise I'm going to die. Because thousands died and they knew of different ones who had

died. So, “I'm going to look upon that pole.”

“That whosoever...” This has to do with believing in Him, in Joshua. What do you mean believing in Him?
Believing what He taught. Believing what He said. Believing He is the Son of God? Believing He is the

Messiah. They all go together.

...should not perish, but have everlasting life. Not just continuing in physical life, if you're bitten

by a snake, but now it's a matter of spirit life forever. Beautiful. So God used this example of
something happening in the Old Testament to teach, as an analogy, something that people should be
able to relate to, to grasp something on a spiritual plane that's hard for us as human beings until we
receive of God's spirit, then He begins to work with us to learn those things. But even in the beginning,

as people begin to see certain things and are drawn to it, choices, choices, choices.

Let's turn over to Mark 16. We're going to continue the flow of the story as the news had begun to
spread about Joshua being alive and that He had risen from the dead. Some of these are really poor

translations. It's amazing how often we're starting to see this more and more, and even in the Old
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Testament (some sermons I'm working on right now), some things are really screwed up. Because unless

you know the plan of God, unless you know truth, there are things you can't translate.

It’s like the book. You can't just translate it into French by using an app because they do the words, you
know, the same words. Because if you don't know the meaning of what's being said, and especially
within what truth is given, so often it's a matter of something spiritual, you have to know how to
translate in that same mind of what the context is. You might have to use four or five words to explain

one word, or vice versa. It depends on the language.

And so, here we have people who try to translate from one language to another, and because they don't
know the plan, they don't know the purpose of God, they don't know the truth, they can't do it properly.
So they have to do what they can see on a kind of scholarly level, that it kind of sucks as far as mankind is

concerned because a lot of that which is scholarly is not so scholarly, especially when it comes to God.

Mark 16:9—Now having... So this one here, I'm going to read this as it actually should be translated. It
doesn't even say Joshua. It says, Now, having risen... “Now, having risen,” in other words, already risen.
...then early, the first of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast
seven demons. She went and told those who had been with Him as they mourned and cried. So, she
had gone back and told them after seeing that He was gone,

thinking that His body had been stolen.

They, hearing that He was alive... Again, translating it properly. They, hearing that He was alive and had
been seen of her, did not believe. That He wasn't there. He wasn't there, or that He'd been taken, or
whatever, or that He'd been resurrected when she finally did come. They didn't believe her the first time;

they didn't believe her the second time.

Luke 24:13, continuing on with the story. So the main point of all this is | grabbed a scripture that talks
about the fact, and we did read some already, that each time, whether it be the first time they went or
later, they didn’t believe. First of all, they thought they were just nuts. That's how they thought. They
thought they were just a little crazy. “They're speaking foolishness,” when they came and said, “The
body's gone.” And all the other things they were saying and telling is like, they didn't pay any attention to
them. Then the second time, not only saw Him, but talked to Him, spoke to Him, they still didn't believe.

Very simple.

Luke 24:13—Now, behold, two men went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was sixty
furlongs. It's about seven miles out of Jerusalem. Now, they talked to each other about all these things
that had happened. Then it came to pass that while they were talking

and reasoning, Joshua himself drew near and went with them. That's an incredible story,

some of the things He did. Here He is, they're walking out there, they had left the area walking

up to Emmaus, and here He comes along the road to talk to them.
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But their eyes were held back from knowing Him. Isn’t that an incredible thing God has the power to do
that? Christ, obviously, had the power to do that, to block that from their thinking, their minds, so they

couldn't know. So the ability to recognize Him was restrained so that they couldn't know Him.

Verse 17—Now He said to them, What manner of discussion is this that you are having with each
other as you're walking, and being so saddened? So He hit them exactly with what they were talking
about because that's the way they were. They were sad because of what they were discussing. Then,
one of them, whose name is Cleopas, answering said to Him, Are you only a stranger in Jerusalem and
have not known the things which have come to pass here in these days? Then He said to them, What
things? So they said to Him, Concerning Joshua of Nazareth, who was a prophet, mighty in deed in
word before God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be
condemned to death and have nailed Him to a pole. But we trusted... But we trusted that it was He
who would redeem Israel. They didn't know what to do. He wasn't in the tomb. Because one of them

definitely was there, if not both, as it comes out in the story here.

“We trusted that it was He who would redeem Israel.” In other words, they believed. All they could see
and grasp and all that was given to them to grasp and understand, was that He was the Messiah. But the
Messiah was believed to come to take away the rule of the Romans and to set the Jewish nation free, as
it were. That's what they believed, that He would be in charge, that He would be the King. And God

allowed this. Christ allowed this, obviously.

Now, besides all this, today is the third day from these things that have been done. In other words, this

was that day on Sunday, and three days have gone by, and these things have passed.

Yes, and certain women also of our company, astonished us who were early at the sepulcher. And
when they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, which
said that He was alive. So, at some point here, that did come out. Whether it hit them, it doesn't say. It
was probably a matter of shock, because it had to be an incredible thing. They go there, and the body's
not there, and then all of a sudden some of these things are coming back to them. They went ahead and
told that story as well. And, of course, the disciples thought they were stark raving mad. That's basically

how they thought.

Now, certain of those who were with us went to the sepulcher. So that's going back the second time,
which he's saying here. ...and found even as the woman had said, but they did not see Him. Then He,
speaking of Joshua, said to them, Oh, without understanding, and slow of heart to believe all the
prophets have spoken. Shouldn't the Messiah (the Christ), the Messiah have suffered these things and
to enter into His glory? Now beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded them all the
scriptures, the things concerning himself.
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So He's going through all these things, telling them about all these prophecies that are about the
Messiah, and that it was a matter of something He was to enter into His glory, and there are things they

couldn't grasp yet. But He's telling them all these things.

Now, they drew near to the village where they were going, and He made out that He was going
farther. So it's like He's going to be going on. But then, even so, they urged Him saying, Remain with us.
So they were excited about what they were being told and what they were hearing. For it is toward
evening and the day is nearly over. So, in essence, please come and be with us, stay with us. So He went

to remain with them.

Now, it came to pass, as He sat at dinner with them, He took bread and blessed it, and broke it and
gave to them. Then their eyes were open. What an amazing thing. It was at that moment in time that
they were allowed then to see who He was. ...so that they could know Him. And He vanished out of
their sight.

You think about some of these things, that would be a little unnerving. You know, you see something you
don't understand, but these things are written to us to help us even to understand what it's like to be
spirit, that we can manifest, that we can be physical in appearance, conversation, eat, all these examples

of things that are given, drink, whatever.

Then their eyes were opened, and they could know Him. And He vanished out of their sight. And they
said to each other, didn't our hearts burn within us while He talked with us on the way and while He
opened to us the scriptures? It's like this stirred them up because of what was being told to them, things

that they were given to grasp and see about the Messiah. And then for this to happen?

Verse 33—Now, they rose up the same hour and returned to Jerusalem. So, why? They were excited
about what just happened. They had seen Joshua now, and they were going back to the disciples that

remained behind there.

“There they found the eleven and those who were gathered with them together.” It is definitely there
are some words here that are just they're thrown in there, because this is all that different ones could
see. But now the eleven were gathered together. And this is basically what it's saying, because one of
these was Peter that had been with the other individual, and they're coming back now. Now all the
eleven are together. Not twelve, because one is dead that was a disciple, and they hadn't yet made

another one, as it talks about in Acts.

...saying, the Lord has indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. So, this is a part of the story, and this is
how it's being told. This Cleopas and Simon were the two men. That's why it starts out like it does.
“Behold, two men the same day,” and then as the story goes on, then you find out who they were. Very

quickly, it identifies Cleopas, but now it identifies Simon, that He was able to talk to Joshua. So one of
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the disciples, in essence, had talked to Joshua because He is risen from the dead, He's alive. So that's his

witness as well, not just Mary's or the others.

...that the Lord indeed was risen and appeared to Simon. And they told about those things that were
done along the way and how He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. So how they

couldn't know Him, and all of a sudden they knew Him in the breaking of bread, and then He vanished.

And it says, Then as they told this, Joshua himself stood in the midst of them and said to them, Peace
to you. Again, some of these things would be so unnerving, but it's a way of revealing things in a
somewhat little bit of a humorous way too, that here He is now and He's going to appear right smack in
the middle of all of them as they're together there. And that’s what He did.

So, an incredible story here about Joshua's resurrection, the timing of those things, the things that
happened immediately afterwards, that indeed He had been resurrected. Awesome, awesome,

awesome story.
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