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This is Part 3 of the series, and this is the final portion of it, Joshua's Resurrection.
In Part 2, we covered how the two Marys had been to the sepulcher on two separate occasions. And when you go through the gospels, the four accounts, it's really pretty difficult to keep things in line. This is just one area of the gospels. But if you're trying to find a timeline of things and fit them together, it isn't an easy task. It is difficult, and there's a lot of misinformation, some things that people don't understand. So, again, it's kind of a tough thing.
But they went back and forth two different times, and it makes things a whole lot clearer when you understand that, obviously. And so, we went through that. And one of the things that really strikes me at this point here in thinking about some of this this morning, was that when the two Marys were there and went back and gave their story, that they didn't believe them, and they really treated them in kind of a bad way.
It's kind of a part of culture, has been a part of culture for 6,000 years. I think it's gotten better in this age. But women have had a tough time throughout history. You want to talk about being oppressed and treated ill, in an ill manner, a lot of that's been around. So, when you go back and read some things like that, it's good to keep some of those things in mind because basically it talks about how they thought they were basically a little nuts or whatever, and kind of that attitude of looking down upon them, too, that seems to come across. At least it does to me. I know it had to be there.
And especially with the one Mary who had demons cast out of her, five, I think it was, Christ took care of. And sometimes it's hard for human beings to look through certain things, that people are being worked with, people are being molded and fashioned, or called, if you will, in this particular case. Because this was a time of them being drawn, called, a lot of people in the beginning here, toward the end of Christ's life.
Again here, people can be rather difficult or cruel to others sometimes. That has always existed to one level or another in the Church. But that's one area that I'm so glad that has begun to be straightened out in God's Church and reveals what's going to take place in the next 1,100 years, especially in the last hundred years. Because there's going to be a big re-education of a lot of things in the world, and that's going to be a big one.
It's going to be hard on some people because of living something all your life and thinking a certain way. My wife and I were talking yesterday about seeing certain people in the airport having come from Detroit to Dulles in Washington area here, and some of how they're dressed and how the men were dressed in this particular religion. And women, in some cases, with just their eyes basically looking out, and men, in this case here, they were in T-shirts or whatever, dressed ever how they want to dress. But the women? It takes a unique mindset to look upon people in that way and keep them boxed in. It's their culture. You think, what a horrible thing. What an awesome thing to be freed of something like that if they can be. The hundred years is going to be a task, I'll tell you.
So, anyway, they went back with their story, and it was difficult for the disciples to believe because they’d never experienced this. I mean, nothing had ever been written of anybody being resurrected like this, and so when they were told certain things, especially the second time, that they had actually talked to, seen Christ, and they still didn't believe. They still didn't believe what they were telling them.
And so, this story continued on. The next account we came to was when Cleopas and Peter had been walking together with Joshua. He came upon them as they were walking to a particular area outside of Jerusalem, and they just didn't recognize Him. They didn't know who it was because that was blocked from their minds. Again, what an awesome thing to have that power that was there. He had that ability, and they couldn't see Him. They couldn't recognize Him. That was blocked from their view until a certain moment in time, and how it states it in scripture is very unique.
So again, a lot of interesting things when you go through and kind of pick a little bit here and see what's really taking place and why it's recorded as it is. It's very revealing.
So anyway, they were walking with Him. We went through that part of the story. I'm going to pick it up in Luke 24 again here just to hit that last part of it again and how they went through this process then where they finally were able to see Him.
Luke 24:30—Now, it came to pass, as He sat at dinner with them, He took bread and blessed it and broke it and gave it to them. So, as they were walking along, He had been going through this process here of talking to them about all the things that the Messiah was to go through that are written in scripture. And it moved them, as we read about and did read about last Sabbath, and it's here. But this was very moving to them, but they didn't know who it was in that respect. But Christ was going through all the different things that the Messiah had to suffer that are written in the Psalms and in the law of Moses, and so forth, different places there as far as the books are concerned.
So, it was at this moment here, finally, that they were able to recognize Him. He took bread and blessed it and broke it and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened so that they could know Him, and He vanished out of their sight. Kind of a unique situation, showing a power there that people aren't accustomed to, weren't accustomed to.
But some of these things as we go through it, they're written so that we can understand an interaction that those in the God Family can have with mankind in the future. What's going to literally take place over a thousand years. What's going to take place in the hundred years that follows. There is this interaction and the ability that they have, will have, of eating, drinking, and so forth, to enjoy something that's physical. Because spirit is different. It functions differently. 
I don't want to get into it, but in the last chapter, it helps bring some of these things to light, I think, even more. To understand a world that God has intended for mankind and why the universe is out there. It's very, very, very, very physical. It's not intended that God's Family dwell in a spirit environment, if you will. It’s to be in a physical one. Now, they're spirit, but this physical universe that’s created for them is for a purpose, because it gives something that a spirit creation doesn't have. If that makes sense. More will come out as time goes along on some of those things. But anyway, God's preparing us for a future, helping us to see and learn about some of these kinds of things.
So, again, their eyes were opened. He vanished out of their sight. And they said to each other at that point, Didn't our hearts burn within us? You know, when you're inspired by something and you're hearing something, you think of the moments in time when you've heard something new, and this is a way of describing it in one respect. When you're inspired by what you hear, things you couldn't see before and now you see, the excitement of that that's there inside of you. So anyway, they went and mentioned this.
Verse 33. And it goes on to say, Now they rose up the same hour and returned to Jerusalem. So, they were excited by what had happened, by seeing Christ, by their eyes being opened to see Him, to know who it was that had been walking with them and telling them all these things. And so, they rushed back to Jerusalem in order to tell the rest what had taken place.
Then they found the eleven, and those with them gathered together. So, again here, this is awkwardly stated, but basically, it's when Peter is with them again. It's basically saying that there were eleven gathered together there. Judas was gone, obviously. By this point, he was dead. He wasn't a disciple. He wasn't to continue on, obviously, and they hadn't replaced him yet. This doesn't happen until later with. I think his name is Matthias.
So anyway, it goes on to say here, The Lord has indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. Again, why some of these things are written in this way, well there's reasons for that as well, that God has allowed some of this kind of thing to take place for a purpose that things aren't able to be easily known by the world. It's not time for them, for their minds to be able to understand certain things, and to allow for other things to have taken place that have been out there since 325, if you will, and before, but talking about A.D.
And they told about those things that were done along the way and how He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. So, they told about that very moment, how that their eyes were open, they could see Him. They didn't know who He was before that and all of a sudden they knew Him. An incredible experience here.
Then as they told this, Joshua himself stood in the midst of them. You can't help but laugh at some of this. Here He is, He's there in spirit, observing all this that is taking place, He’s listening to them tell the story, and then He just appears, He's right there. And kind of unnerving, as it points out in scripture here. Very unnerving, actually, for them because this isn't something that they're familiar with. They've not experienced anything like this. This kind of thing doesn't happen.
Joshua himself appeared in the midst of them and said to them, Peace be to you.
Let's turn over to 1st Corinthians now. We get some more specifics on why sometimes you have to go from one area to another to find things out. Because if you read this story in Luke, you don't know that this is Simon Peter that's being spoken of here as the other one with Cleopas. It mentions Cleopas' name, and you think, okay. But it's the entire story that has to be brought together here. And even just saying Simon isn't enough in many cases here, as to what it says later on here.
1 Corinthians 15:1 says, Moreover, brethren… So this is Paul speaking to the Corinthians, obviously much, much later in the 50s. Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also you have received and wherein you stand. Too bad that isn't always true. I think of so many who have left the truth, have made the choice of leaving the Church, and so forth, through time.
So again, “That I preached, and you received.” That's how we hear. God has a method and a process within the Church. And that's why I so often marvel at how something so basic and so simple was lost by so many Worldwide, in the Worldwide Church of God over time, especially after going through Laodicea, through that period of time. And they forgot, basically, where they learned it all, especially the ministers. Herbert W. Armstrong, God's apostle. That's how God works. They just call him “a great teacher” in some cases. In some cases they wouldn't even give that to him.
…by which you are also saved, if you keep in memory… So again here, just reminding the Corinthians, “You've received this from me, wherein you stand…” You're a part of the Body. You're a part of the Church. “…and by which you are also saved.” It’s through the truth that's given to you. It's a process of salvation that God has given to us, “if you keep in memory.” This word literally means, it's talking about remembering in the mind.
…if you keep in memory (remember) what I preached unto you, unless, or in other words, otherwise, or except, you had believed in vain. Thousands and thousands and tens of thousands have believed in vain. You think, what was the purpose of it all? You were called, your mind was opened up, you received the truth, you received the impregnation of God's holy spirit, and then you let it go? Because it's up to us to hold on to it, to be on guard, to be watchful, to keep what God has given to us.
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received. So, he said he had to receive it – Christ gave it to him – and then he gave it to them.
How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. So, making it clear, this is a part of what Christ had to do. He had to fulfill the role of Passover. That's what so much of these areas of scripture are about and what Paul had gone through this period of time explaining to them, 1st Corinthians 5, and so forth, and 10 and 11 and in through there.
…and that He was buried and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures. This one still blows my mind, how simple, how basic this is, totally lost by the world and scholars and those who should know better (in some cases do know better), but still teach what they learned that came out of 325 AD. Horrible!
And going on here… and that He was seen of Cephas. That's Peter. “He was seen of Cephas.” So same thing here. …then of the twelve. In other words, when they were all together. Now, so, some of this here has to do with the one who was made an apostle later on, or Matthias, because that doesn't happen until later, as it talks about in the book of Acts. And so, anyway, it shows that all of them were there. Others were there as well, not just the eleven that had gathered together, speaking of the original ones. But so was Matthias, so that's why it says twelve.
So, the reason I'm mentioning this is sometimes people question these things and get all fouled up in their minds, in their thinking, and he's just explaining something, Paul is, in a different way, because now in his time, he is one of the twelve. And so, he was there, he was present. So, he's referring back to him but explaining that he's among the twelve. It's not said, but it should be obvious who made up the twelve. Pretty simple.
After that, He was seen by more than five hundred brethren at once. So again, adding something more here. …seen by five hundred at one time, of whom the greater part remain unto this present. But some have fallen asleep. So, some died. So again here, speaking of some of that and of what they'd gone through.
So, by the time of Paul here in the 50s, when he wrote this and addressed the Corinthians about some of this, he's talking about how that most of those people who were there when Christ appeared in their midst, the 500, that most of them were still there except for those who had died.
What an incredible thing, because that was a beginning of a calling in a very powerful way, of those who were more deeply convicted because of what they witnessed. They witnessed certain things that others never witnessed. They were convicted and convinced in a manner because of what Christ had done in their presence and appearing before them after He had been killed and resurrected.
And when there's something like that you experience, that's awesome, but we're to remember the things that happened to us as well. Maybe not as dramatic in a physical way, and spiritual connected with it, with the truth that's given with it, but we all have different experiences of when we began to learn the truth, and we should have the deep conviction of knowing how we're able to know it. You can't know it unless God gives it to you, and that's so basic.
That's why I marvel sometimes how people lose that. But we can become weak, and we can come to a point where we don't dress and keep, like it talks about in Genesis. It's not just about a physical world; it's about what that is far more meaningful in life, far of greater value to dress and keep what God gives to us, build upon it and so forth, treasure it, the truth. So, choices, choices, choices.
Then there's another parallel account of this that's interesting in what it has to say over in Mark. So, it's good to go through all these different parallel accounts and see how different ones presented different things, how they expressed it. In two cases, it's by direct testimony and things that people saw. In two others, it's what they learned through others, through time within the Church, before they wrote.
Mark 16:12—After that, He, speaking of Joshua, appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the country. So, basically, in the sense that they couldn't see who He was. So, it's repeating the same thing. It's about the same story here of Cleopas and Peter walking, and then Christ was in their midst, but Mark presents this in a little bit different way.
And so, again here, Cephas, as he's referred to as well here, is another name for Peter that I wanted to mention, that I forgot to a moment ago. It's an Aramaic name, meaning the same as the Greek word “petros,” which is a pebble or a stone. So that was Peter's name. And so sometimes it was used in the Aramaic in what was spoken. So anyway.
Mark 16:12—After that, again, He appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the country. And they, speaking of the two, went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe them either. So, He appeared in the midst of them right after they explained some of these things, but at the moment they told it, they didn't believe what Peter and Cleopas had come to tell them, “We were getting ready to eat with Him. We walked with Him. He spoke to us, and then we were able to know who He was. He revealed himself to us.”
Afterward, He appeared unto the eleven, as they sat at meat. So again here. Peter was there. It's bringing that into the equation here because it's looking back and telling a story of what took place. “Afterward, He appeared unto the eleven.” So, the other accounts don't bring this out but look what Christ did. …as they sat at meat, and reprimanded them for their unbelief and hardness of heart. Because all of them, even Peter, didn't believe in the beginning. They were still not believing everything, and so He's reprimanding them for ever how long (it didn't matter). The point was is that they resisted and didn't believe when the Marys came and told them what they did, and the others didn't believe when Peter and Cleopas came and told them.
So, it says He reprimanded them. He corrected them, chastised them, if you will, for their unbelief. As he says here, “For their unbelief and hardness of heart.” That's our human nature, and I'm sure that was something that stuck with them, probably, most likely, with conviction and God's spirit as time went on. But to realize what we're like as human beings. It's hard to get through this sometimes. Because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.
So, going back now to Luke 24, we'll look at the accounts that record more about this first time that Joshua appeared in the midst of the disciples while they were having dinner on that particular Sunday evening. This all happened in that day. All that took place in that day, incredible. We ended with this verse, and we'll continue from there: Luke 24:36—Then, as they told this, Joshua himself stood in the midst of them and said to them, Peace be to you.
And then continuing in verse 37—but they were terrified and filled with fear. So, this was unnerving at the moment it happened. I mean, someone appearing in the midst of them and then speaking to them? …and thought they had seen a spirit. So, they didn't know what it was necessarily, but thought this maybe is what they saw. These kinds of stories are something that have gone on for ages and ages and ages, and even in this age, things that take place that people can't understand or don't understand and wonder, well, what was this?
It's kind of like these stupid UFO things. After all this time, they're back. “They're baack.” Anyway. And defying laws of physics but seen as though they are physical. That's how they're treating it. And the reality, they don't know what it is.
Well, there are beings. There are beings that helped in the creation of God in the universe. God made the angelic realm for that purpose. We haven't been told the kind of power they had, but they had incredible power to do the things they did. God gave that to them. Thousands upon tens of thousands of angelic beings who had great power. We don't understand that. Probably couldn't if He were here right now and telling us. You know, we could try. He's like, “Okay.” You know, we'd be scared to death too.
But anyway, incredible, the power that they have. There are so many things we are ignorant of, we don't know yet, we don't understand yet, that some people will poo-paw at. But the reality is God's creation, everything He creates is for a purpose, and He created angelic beings for a great purpose. That's why there are galaxies after galaxies that were created, that were made. We don't know how that was done. But the angelic realm had part in that, of things we can't understand.
How do you create something from nothing? I don't know. I mean, that's what we're talking about. Things that are physical from something that doesn't exist? That doesn't work with human beings. That doesn't work in science. You can't measure it. You can't see it. You can't understand it, so it's just rejected; it can't be that way. How could there be a God that's always existed? It can't be that way because we can't think that way. Our minds don't let us. We can't see things of spirit or of God, except for what God's told us about.
And we know about maybe not that much. So much to learn. We have so much ahead of us for thousands upon thousands upon thousands and tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of years that we can't even begin to grasp.
I was telling about the angels, angelic beings. God restricted them to this earth, finally, they were restricted here. When you understand what happened to the earth, that Lucifer literally tried to destroy it as a planet… God didn't let him. He got so far parts went out into space, total upheaval, total ruin, total loss of all life that existed at that time. We can't understand those things, that kind of power. But it was taken away from him after that point in time. Incredible power. Satan is but a small portion, and the angelic realm, those demons, are but a small portion of what they were at one time. Very powerful beings.
But they don't have that power now, and we see different examples of what Christ did and how He spoke of them, how He spoke to them at different times, commanding them in various areas of things that they had to obey. And yet they're allowed to have a certain amount of power yet that we don't comprehend. And for Lucifer (who is Satan), he has been given certain powers to destroy, to rile up, to stir up leaders on earth at different times in history and move them to do what's in their minds as a whole anyway.
But when you talk about the different revivals of the Roman Empire or Europa, because that's really what it's about, when you talk about the ten different revivals of Europa, of Europe, and the things that have taken place there, that's when he's been released and allowed to do more in the sense of destruction. Other times, he's held back; he's not allowed to do certain things.
That's why it's so exciting to realize what's going to happen at the beginning of 1,000 years. All power. No power whatsoever to be around human beings. None of them. But through time, they've had certain powers to influence, to even possess. But not like Hollywood's done and made. You know, people are sometimes scared of those kinds of things. Nothing to be scared of, especially in God's Church.
So, anyway. Have things happened in God's Church? Absolutely. Especially, sometimes, the beginning of certain people's callings. I could tell some stories that I'm not going to tell, but I know some things that have happened that I know that God takes care of those things. And that's what we rely upon. Things we can't grasp may be frightening to us in a part as human beings, but the more you learn, the more you realize they have no power at all to hurt anyone in God's Church whatsoever. As a matter of fact, if you're close to God, they don't really like being around you at all. It doesn't mean they don't try to influence and don't broadcast, because they do.
But the world doesn't have any concept of a spirit world. They don't have any concept of these lights that they see in the sky that they can't explain, that defy physics. I mean, this is a big thing right now. There are people getting into it and trying to investigate more and more and trying to find more proof of different things that are out there. They still have certain powers. They have certain powers in that particular area – light, movement, of things they can manifest. Don't know how that works, but it's there.
So, again… they were terrified and filled with fear and thought they had seen a spirit. People don't know what it is. What is a spirit?
Then He said to them, Why are you troubled? And why does such thinking arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it's I myself. “It's me.” So again here, showed them His hands and His feet, the nail that went through each. One nail. One nail. He showed them what had gone through Him. They didn't all see it at this moment because this is a part of a story. There was one missing. He was there in the beginning of this, but he doesn't say what happened to him, but he was gone for a while, and then he came back. But anyway, that comes out in the story.
So, it says, He showed them His hands and His feet. And while they still doubted, in joy and marveling… So, there's still this battle. How can it be Him? They just saw Him. And so, there's a joy that they believe, but still fighting the mind of what they're really seeing.
He said to them, Do you have anything here to eat? Again, humorous, but it shows something in a unique way. That's the reason for some of this period of time that He stayed with them to show them certain things, to help God's people to learn about certain things that when you're in the Kingdom of God, when you are spirit, when you are part Elohim, this is something you're going to enjoy. People like to eat. People like to have a glass of wine maybe, or something of that nature, or a nice beer, or whatever, or a dessert, or whatever. There are things in the physical world when you manifest, when you're able to manifest yourself in a physical way that you can enjoy, and a lot of things you're not going to have to worry about. You're not going to have to worry about how old you are or that you have aches and pains because you won't have any. Incredible. You won't have to worry about gaining weight, but you're not going to be a glutton either in a spirit world, you know. But you can enjoy certain things.
You know, it's an awesome thing just to be able to enjoy, like we did that ride coming over here yesterday on a highway, on a road we've never been on, Route 50, coming over here to Winchester and seeing beautiful pastures, the way they have taken care of things through there, old buildings. Over here, we think it's awesome if they're 200 years old or 250 years old. You go to Europe, it's like, oh, that's nothing. Anyway.
But to enjoy beauty, that's what it's about. It's about enjoying life. When it says, you know, the expression about stop and smell the roses, there's some meaning in that. That there are times to just chill and enjoy what's around you that God has created. Drink it in. And there's something unique about that, seeing certain things that we haven't seen before, going back to a certain area.
It's like where we live. I love it. I never thought I'd be someplace for 20 years, 21 years, in one place, but I've grown to love it. The things you see day by day. Is it the same thing? Yes, but I enjoy it. That's the way we are. There are things we see, we enjoy. Like we were up in Niagara Falls. You think, how many people have ever seen Niagara Falls? Probably not that many on earth. But to be able to see it, we used to live in Erie, not that far up there, we'd go up there and see it. It's a beautiful sight. It's an awesome thing. That's a beautiful thing God's given to us to be able to enjoy His creation.
And so, as they were still having some doubts here about certain things, and joy, and it's just a mixed thing, aand marveling. He said to them, Do you have anything here to eat? Then they gave Him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. And He took it and He ate it before them. Did He enjoy it? Absolutely. Absolutely. Did He have to have it? No. But it's enjoyable. Incredible.
Now over to John, back in John, John's account. John 20:19.
You know, I can't help but think about, in writing some of these things, like in this chapter 11 right now, what's in it, and chapter 10 that I'm going through. But you think about the world and this idea of an afterlife. It doesn't matter what religion it is there are so many different ideas out there about an afterlife and what people would be doing. And they really don't have any concept. They don't know what it means to be in a spirit heaven. Fishing for spirit fish? I don't know what that one means. You know, “I know Johnny” or Jim or whomever, “he's a great fisherman and he loved to fish. He loved weekends going out and fishing or whenever. And great when he retired because he just loved fishing. And we know he's up there fishing now” or up there playing golf. Crazy, crazy stuff. And you think they have no concept of what really lies ahead.
And candidly, we haven't had that great a concept in the Church either. But God is bringing us to more of that because those things are closing in on us, the time. Awesome. Getting closer, so God reveals more.
John 20:19—Then the same day at evening, being the first of the week, when the doors were shut, where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews. So, this is a part of what was happening. They had the place closed up because they were afraid of the Jews. This is still on that Sunday (it’s that particular day), and they were afraid of repercussions. They’d just killed the one whom they've been following. They put Him to death. Others said that they were ready to die with Him, but not quite so ready when it came down to it because we're physical human beings. I don't know if I'm ready for that yet or not. Peter didn't know himself.
We go through a lot of things, even in God's Church, where we don't know ourselves, what we are capable of and what we do until we come to a certain point where we have to address what we're going to do. Then it brings to the surface what's really in us, that God brings us to deal with it. The Apostasy did that in a very big way within the Church because people don't know until they're at that point in time, and here they're experiencing things. Peter did. He thought, he believed with all of his being he was ready to die. He had his sword out, cut off a portion of the high priest’s servant's ear. Christ told him to put his sword away. But he was ready to fight.
But when it really came down to it and they were taking Him away and they had Him there, he followed from a distance and was watching what was being done, his tune kind of started changing then. He started denying that he even knew Him. So sometimes we don't really know ourselves as well as we think we might do in a certain situation. But God loves us and He brings those things to the surface if He's called us and working with us so that we can see them. If there's something to be addressed, to be taken care of, to be gotten rid of in our life, to see just how bad something is, He gives us a bit of a shaking and then it's up to us to receive it and repent and then move on in the right direction.
So again here, When the doors were shut, where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, Joshua came and stood in the midst. So, each one puts in a little bit different here. …said to them, Peace be to you. And after He had said that, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. In other words, it doesn't go through a time here. It states it differently than some of the others. They all have their different time frame here and how some of this is addressed.
Then Joshua said to them, again, Peace be to you. As my Father has sent me, so I send you. So now He starts to teach them. This is some of the things that were going to go on for 40 days now. He's going to spend 40 days with them, teaching them different things, preparing them for the job ahead, preparing them to do things, to be a part of something, and to be so committed and so convicted of what they were going to go through that most of them, just about every one of them except one, had to give their life for it, for what they believed.
Now, when He had said this, He breathed upon them and said to them, Receive the holy spirit. I don't understand this fully, but this is what it says He did and making it clear here that they were given help to see things that they otherwise weren't able to see.
They hadn't come yet to the point of the day of Pentecost, but this is a big change of something going to take place within the next 40 days, actually 50, but they're going to have the ability to see and understand things on a spirit plane that they couldn't grasp before. Because He told them certain things coming down to Jerusalem, and they couldn't understand Him. He told them, told them several times about being dead three days and three nights and all that kind of stuff, and none of it gelled until a certain moment in time. A lot of it starts here. The majority of it starts here until the point when they permanently have the impregnation of God's spirit on the day of Pentecost.
So, when God starts calling us, if He's drawing us out of the world, there's a time that He begins to give us of His holy spirit, a drawing power of His holy spirit. Otherwise, you couldn't see what you are able to see as truth. That's kind of the stage here that they're in. Not yet impregnated with God's spirit, but being drawn by it, shown, seeing things that you otherwise can't see.
He tells them, Whoever's sins you remit, let go or forgive, they are remitted to them. And whoever's sins you retain, hold fast, they are retained. Now, how is that possible? What do you mean? Well, it has to do with more of a matter of the job they were going to have, the responsibility they were going to have, and an ability to judge more according to God's will. Now, sadly, the Church hasn't always had that within the ministry because there are people who didn't apply those things in their life as they should have, and judged from their own viewpoint, the way they thought things should be, rather than really looking to God and asking God for guidance and direction and favor and help. Because that's what has to be there.
So, it's not something done by one's own selfish motives or the way they see it. Christ never judged like that. He made it really, really clear to them that He didn't judge anyone. And that's in the context of by appearance, the way human beings judge, but by what God the Father gave to Him according to His will. That's what they would do in order to fulfill this properly.
It's not a matter about having some kind of special power to forgive sin, to be like this one church where somehow you can come in and you can sit in a little dark area and have this little time to spend and talking about all your sins and all the things you've done and confess to them and somehow you're going to go out and do certain things, beads or whatever. Anyway, making fun of it in some ways because it's really stupid. It's so far away from anything taught in scripture about how God works, and it’s sad. I’m looking forward to the day that people's minds are opened up from some of those kinds of things and they see the truth.
Anyway. “Whoever sins you remit…” It has to do with the Church. It has to do with an authority that God has given within the Church, a responsibility within the Church. Because there are going to be occasions, as there have been for the past 2,000 years, where people begin to go astray, just like Paul had to address very early on, of how some had to be put out. Some had to be separated from the Body. Sins. There comes a point in time when they're not forgiven because they're not really repented of as they should have been. Some don't try to repent. If they do, then things will work out for them. But so often in times past, people have made up their minds, and that's not what they really want. That's not what's in their heart and mind.
And so, God brings all that stuff to the surface through time, through situations, through trial and error, and whatever different tests people go through, trials. I feel like I spend a long time talking about some of this, about a power and authority that God has given. It had to be there within the Church.
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Joshua came. So here we go. He was there at the beginning because it says there was a certain number there; they were all together. But at some point, wherever he went, it doesn't say it in any of the gospels, but he was gone when Joshua came in the midst of them and was talking to them and telling them these various things. So that's something that it’s bringing out now in John's account and making it clear that he wasn't there at that particular moment in time.
Verse 25—The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. So now we have one more. He was gone for a little bit. He didn't see it. He didn't see Him when He appeared in the midst of them or when He asked for food.
But he said to them, Except I am able to see His hands and the print of the nails… which He showed to the others. Made that clear here. But he wasn't there. …and put my finger into the print of the nails. So, it wasn't enough he was just going to see it. He says, “I've got to put my finger in there before I'm going to believe.” …and place my hand into His side where the spear went.
So, they knew all these things. The spear gashed open a huge cut in the body. It wasn't just a small little punch, you know, of maybe a sharp blade of a knife. It was a spear that did a lot of damage when it went in and came back out. Not a pretty sight. That's why He died so quickly. He died right then.
And he says, If I don't do this, if I don't see this, I will not believe. So, pretty strong.
Then the story goes on in John's account. Then after eight days, His disciples were together, inside again, and Thomas with them. Then came Joshua, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and said, Peace be to you. So, each time He tells them the same thing. I guess when you appear like that that quickly, you better say something before people freak out, and say, “Peace be to you.” “Be calm,” or, you know, “This is okay, I'm here.”
Then He said to Thomas, Reach in here your finger, because He knew exactly what he said. He said, Reach your finger in here, and behold my hands. And reach your hand in here and place it into my side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing. So, this is a very physical thing, but it ties into something that's far, far greater, a constant theme throughout scripture, in the New Testament especially, about believing on a spiritual plane what God gives to us, what He reveals to us.
Because that was physical, but He reveals that which is so incredibly great on a spiritual plane, of things that people can't see without God's spirit. And so, if the mind is open to those things, to hold on to it, to believe, it's something you have to fight for. You have to ask God's help day by day for His holy spirit to hold on to what is true and right, to be able to see it clearly, and to understand that that's what God wants us to do.
Say, “Yes, but I ask every day.” That's good. And you drink water every day, and you eat food every day. And if you don't do it, you're going to be hurting. And we will if we don't do this spiritually every day, talk to God, pray to God, and ask God for the help. That's fine. You say, “Well, that's repetition of a prayer.” Well, it can be, obviously, a part of your prayer every day, but you pray about other things too. But that should be an important part of it because God told us to.
Do not be unbelieving but believing. Then Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God. “And. My. God.” He was Elohim. Proper and right. A lot of times, I think it's been hard for some in the Church to grasp or to accept even in their minds, especially in times past. When Herbert Armstrong started focusing on this more and more, the God Family, God, I don't know how much that really gelled.
Verse 29—Joshua said to Him, Thomas, because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are they who have not seen and have believed. So how blessed are you? We don't have to see physically. What an incredible thing, though, that God gives to us an ability to grasp, to see things on a spiritual plane, and then we make choices of believing the truth or not believing it, and then believing more of what God reveals to us. It's the value we place on it, holding on to it with all of our being. So, this is a beautiful verse here to understand. “You saw me. But blessed are those who haven’t and believe.” Awesome.
Now truly Joshua did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you might believe that Joshua is the Christ. So, all the things we've gone through in this story and the things that happen to help others to see and to understand, that would read and learn later on, who didn't see it physically but believe the story. The only way to believe that story in spirit and in truth is with God's help. It's with all other truth that's revealed to us, and we're able to see it and believe it, the Sabbath, the Holy Days, the plan of God, and on and on it goes, and to believe in those things, to believe this, even stronger, on the spirit plane. God offers us that. Choices, choices.
So, I marvel at people who leave and literally make the choice to not be in fellowship, who do not want to come back, who do not want to be a part, who do not want to share any longer truth and things that they had learned. Became baptized, received the impregnation of God's holy spirit. I think there's much to learn yet about that responsibility and those kinds of choices. It's not a small thing… not a small thing.
But these are written so that you might believe that Joshua is the Christ, the son of God, and that believing you might have life through His name. So, it's not talking about something in the future. It's talking about when you're called, when you receive the impregnation of God's spirit, you receive a life in you that is of God. A life exists within us that is of God Almighty. The impregnation of His holy spirit whereby we can grow, are supposed to grow. And that's up to us and our choices as well.
Matthew 28:16, it says, Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Joshua had appointed them. Now, when they saw Him, they worshipped Him. He's Elohim. He's Joshua Elohim. “And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him.” If they weren't supposed to, that would have been told to them. He would have told them, “Don't do this.” But He didn't tell them. But some doubted.
Now, Joshua came and spoke to them saying, All power has been given to me in heaven and in earth. So, it's a powerful statement. “All power, all authority has been given to me.” By God Almighty, in essence, is what He's telling them.
Go you, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and Son and of the holy spirit. So, we know the process. We understand what that means and are very blessed to be able to have such understanding. Incredible.
…teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. The truth. Whatever truth is given in any particular period of time, or has been given in the past 2,000 years, that's what is to be taught.
And behold, I am with you always, even until the end, as it says here, of the age, as it is. So the age of mankind. Because after that, when that last hundred years is over, there is no more mankind. There is no more teaching of the gospel to mankind because those who will be in Elohim will be in Elohim, and those who aren't are gone – which is as the sand of the sea. Mind-boggling! Choices, choices people will make into the future.
We've had some of these concepts in times past where we have thought in many respects that everyone in the Millennium is going to be saved, everyone in the Great White Throne is going to have opportunity to be saved. Well, opportunity, yes, but the choice, not so much. What's happened in the Church over the last 2,000 years is for a purpose. It’s to teach us what human beings are like. We have choices, and we have responsibility. And we either cherish this with all of our being and want it with all of our being and cry out to God for it and fight against carnality and human nature so that we can grow, or not. And that's the choice.
We have to do it God's way. That's the choice. It's not like some spoiled child that somehow they're going to get by with certain things because they don't agree with certain things at certain times. No, it's to understand the power, the beauty of the same mind. What could be greater than being in agreement of the same mind with God Almighty in everything? Incredible.
So, many who have been called, when it's all said and done, are they going to all somehow be there, all those in the past 2,000 years who have rejected? Are they somehow going to change just because now it's the Millennium and they see members of the God Family on earth?
Luke 24:44—Now He said to them, These are the words which I have spoken to you while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the Psalms concerning me. So, there's a lot written there. Not just about the Messiah, not just about a future King, but what has been overlooked, what has been ignored by so many, whether it be Judaism or in so-called Christianity, is the fact that He was the Passover Lamb of God. And if you don't start there, you have nothing to build upon. Awesome how important that really is, how much God is stressing that more and more and more, that it all begins there. Because you can't make progress, you cannot grow unless you grasp that, unless you believe that with all of your being.
So those things that are written in the Psalms, and in the prophets and so forth, are so much about what He would go through, what He would have to suffer and the like, and have to die for mankind so that we could be forgiven of sin. To recognize the price that was actually paid so that we could have part in God's Family if we treasure it.
Then He opened their… It says “understanding” here, but literally in the Greek it's the word for mind. Then He opened their mind. That kind of power, that ability – that's the power of God. …so that they might understand the scriptures.
I remember, for graduation from school, an aunt who gave me a Bible. And maybe over the many years, in that period of time that followed, I cracked it open three or four times max. I started reading, didn't understand a thing; didn't grasp it. I'd gone to different churches at different times, very rarely, mostly Easter and Christmas type of thing, as some do. And when I started reading, it was like, this is Greek to me. I didn't say that. I didn't understand diddly.
And I remember being in college and going to a laundromat to do my clothes, to take care of my clothes while I was there and seeing some Plain Truths. And I'd go through those and read a little bit. I found it interesting. Nothing there. But I found, thought this is interesting. Heard them speaking at times when it would come on in a grocery store or whatever (speaking of the broadcast), and thought it was interesting, but nothing was clicking at all.
Until, as I've said so many times, I went home one night and all of a sudden, the Sabbath was spoken of, the Holy Days, the migration of the children of Israel and up to present time, and some of those kinds of things. And I just knew it was true. Mind-boggling. God just gives it to us when it's His time for whatever purpose in how He works with us. He works with us all differently in leading us in this process.
But for me, it was on that night. And it was like “this” light went on, that I had never understood any of it, didn't know it, and all of a sudden, it all made sense. Easter stuff, the Christmas stuff. And to be able to know it. It wasn't from my intellect. It wasn't from my ability. It was given. And that's how God works with us. He gives us things in the mind that we can see that others can't. It's a spiritual thing.
“Then He opened their minds so that they might understand the scriptures,” what's actually being said. Before that, it is Greek, it is Hebrew, unless you know it, and then you still don't know it.
And to them, thus it is written, and thus it was expedient for Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day. This is not a small thing. This is so important. And yet the world has poo-pawed it, but it's going to become far more important as we go forward. People in the Millennium, they're going to learn this one. They're going to be taught this one over and over and over again until they all know it. Whether they accept it or not is another matter.
Verse 47—and that repentance and remission, or release from, forgiveness of sins, should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. So, that was the beginning. It's going to go through time, into the Millennium, and then the Great White Throne. Everyone's going to have that opportunity, that access. It doesn't mean they're going to choose it.
Now you are witnesses of these things. And look, I will send the promise of my Father unto you. But you remain in the city of Jerusalem until you're clothed with power from on high. When you put it on. So that's a matter of the time when they were impregnated with God's holy spirit. And so, He breathed on them His spirit, the spirit, but they didn't have the impregnation of God's spirit yet – not until the day of Pentecost.
Acts 1. So, we know this period of time, some of this spelled out here, even as I talked about this eighth day, and then finally He was spending more time with them. We don't understand all these things. It doesn't even give more information. But anyway.
Acts 1:1—The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Joshua had both to do and teach. So, he's writing this, again. He wrote the book of Luke, and he's referring back to the book of Luke, and now he's writing this as well.
…until the day in which He was taken up, after He, through the holy spirit, had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented himself. What an incredible thing. God blessed Him in that, that He had the mind of God, and He chose certain individuals, every one of them, to fulfill something in God's plan. God undoubtedly working with them from a very young age, preparing them for what was going to happen, molding and fashioning. Things we don't know about yet but had to have taken place. He prepared them for that particular time. And one, one who was to do what he was going to do, who had a different nature, different attitude, different spirit, especially when it came to money, to things.
…to whom He also presented himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days, speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. So, preparing them for the job that was ahead, of things that they would be involved in, things they would be doing, and the instruction and teaching that was being given there that was filling their mind. They were able to receive it and understand it in a way that they hadn't been in the previous time they were following Him. And yet many of those things began to come together for them and gel for them in their minds on a spirit plane.
Verse 4—Then, being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which He said, You have heard from Me. For John truly baptized with water, but you will be baptized, and the word meaning immersed, with the holy spirit not many days from now. Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?
Isn’t that amazing? It was still in their minds. Because this is what they had believed was going to happen in the beginning, that it's a matter of the Romans being gotten rid of and Christ then ruling over the Jewish people in a kingdom and freeing them from oppression. And that wasn't the time, but this is still in their minds. Because this is very new for them; they're just starting to learn some things.
Verse 7—Then He said to them, It is not for you to know the times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the holy spirit has come upon you. You know, they had no idea two thousand years to go before the end of an age, and then finally God raised up a man to begin showing we're living at the end of an age, that there is going to be a great war, that there is going to be another rise, if you will, within Europe, a rising of a kingdom in Europe that's going to cause incredible destruction. And the end follows, Christ returns, the book of Revelation. Awesome.
And all these disciples were dead before John ever wrote that. They weren't given to know the book of Revelation. They weren't to understand those things. They didn't even understand what was being said in Thessalonians when Paul wrote/gave the things about Thessalonians, about the antichrist, about the man of sin, the son of perdition. It wasn't given to them. The truth was, the prophecy was, but to understand it? No. They just learned a little bit about antichrists, that there are people who can receive Christ and turn against Christ in God's own Church.
Not the world. It's not about the world. That's why I feel – I don't know how to express it – badly for some of the world that are constantly… especially now it's kind of a stirred-up thing once again, trying to figure out who the antichrist is. And so, people talk about it and it's like… We had that for a time within the Church. Who is the antichrist? Who is this great leader that's going to rise out of Europe, supposedly, and going to sway many, even within God's Church, and others in the world? Anyway. We just didn't know because it wasn't given yet.
But you shall receive power when the holy spirit has come upon you, and you will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem. So, we need to realize what's been given to us is a power that very few on earth have ever experienced. It's in here. The ability to see what we see, it's a marvel. Because you can't go out and talk others into seeing what you see or agreeing with you one iota. You can't do it.
…to me in Jerusalem, and in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. So, it wasn't just to them; it was to those who were going to continue on in fulfilling that primarily within the Church. That's what it's talking about.
Now, when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. What an incredible thing. It was allowed to be seen on a physical plane that here He's rising, and to see Him disappear. You don't have to get too far up in the sky, and you can't see something that size anymore.
I remember standing on a tower in Auckland, New Zealand. Like the Space Needle in Seattle, they have one in Auckland [Auckland Sky Tower], and you can actually walk out on kind of a plank-type thing with a harness on the back and a wire on the back, and you can jump off. And she was down below going to take pictures of me up there and couldn't really, I guess, even see me; it’s so far up. I just saw little dots down there. You could see cars, and then you jump off. 
But what an incredible thing, seeing Him go up, and then He disappears. Because it doesn't take too long. About that distance and it’s gone because it's too small for the eye. So, they were looking up and saw Him go up there.
And I love this, verse 10—And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven, as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This Joshua, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven. So, there's going to be a physical appearance. And we know about some of those kinds of things, of things the world is going to see, or different ones in the world anyway.
So, awesome, awesome, awesome. How blessed we really are for the things we see and the things we understand and things we know about His life and what He experienced.
Well, it ends the sermon series that we've been having all this time.
I'm going to read a little bit of news today here, but I'm not going to go through much. This world is an absolute mess, and I hope we can see what's taking place. Governments that are struggling. I think of Great Britain, and it talks about Starmer here in one of the articles. I'm going to go ahead and read that one because it's just a struggle ever since they've left the EU, and they're struggling to get through all this. The EU is struggling to be together, to have something, and it's just forcing them into a point of time when it happens that it'll be clear it's time. Anyway.
It says here, “Keir Starmer announced he will resign amid mounting pressure from his own lawmakers, paving the way for the seventh British prime minister in a decade.” Mind-boggling. To have that kind of upheaval and to be in such chaos? I mean, that's absolute chaos for a country.
“Starmer announcement came just two years after his center-left Labor Party swept into power with a landslide majority, and almost ten years to the day since Britain voted to leave the European Union, plunging the country into a decade worth of political instability.”
Anyway, it goes on with some other things here that are kind of interesting. But I think they have a giant problem over there, and it’s these things of immigration. Europe is hurting because of what they have allowed to come together. They have two opposing religions to coexist together – and they do not coexist. On the contrary, it's ripping them apart in Europe. And England's just one of the examples here of a country that's on the verge of having, well, a response to this by a lot of people who have gotten to a point where it can't take it anymore, this doesn't work.
How you can allow certain kinds of laws to exist within your own nation that have laws that oppose? How can you have double laws, allowing for Sharia law to exist in a nation whose laws are totally different from that, but yet it's allowed? The world is so unstable right now.
I thought it was good what Trump had to say on this issue, candidly. “Trump says, ‘UK minister Keir Starmer to resign’ – ‘He failed/’” Well, that's true, but he says why. “He shared that the British Prime Minister, Keir Starmer, will step down on Truth Social on June 21st. ‘Keir Starmer will resign as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. He failed badly on two very important subjects: Immigration…’” They can't deal with it over there. France can't deal with it. Germany can't deal with it. They're wanting to deport lots of people, but they don't know how to do it.
To me, if I were living in Germany under those conditions, I would be a little concerned if you know their history, because it gets to a point where they won't take it any longer. Anyway. Because there's some talking about deporting millions out of their country. Incredible. You think there won't be a horrible thing to deal with if that happens?
“‘…and energy. Open North Sea oil.’ He says, ‘I wish him well.’” Anyway. 
Sad, sad, sad world. We see these things coming together. We understand what's coming. And I think of this past week… I'm just going to read a couple of things here. There have been a lot of things taking place in the news just in one week. I mean, it's hard not to realize these Thunders are really ratcheted up right now, and there are more of them happening at the same time.
I'm not even going to go through the weather conditions or things that are happening in Europe, of breaking of records of things that they're going through. Thankfully, next week, they're going to get a reprieve of about 30 degrees, 25 to 30 degrees. Most of Europe is going to be able to come down from the hundreds in temperature, 40’s Celsius, whatever it is. And some of the things that they're going through because of that, the number of people that are dying, just because they're not geared for this kind of thing. They don't have this kind of thing, as a whole, this bad. And setting different records. But anyway.
Then a 5.6 earthquake in Northern California, 6.9 off Japan, 6.4 in Mindanao, Philippines, 7.2 in Venezuela, followed in less than a minute by a 7.5 in Venezuela. And they have over 900 now that they know are dead and could be into the thousands because there are 51,000 plus who are missing, unaccounted for, buildings all over the place that are just absolutely leveled. We live in a time that these kinds of things are happening a lot. They're going to be happening more.
But what the Church needs to understand is that we're seeing these Trumpets, if you will, starting to happen together at the same time. And that's the scary part. That's why we need to be watchful, alert, sober-minded, on guard. You may not have as much time as you might otherwise think.
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