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I’m trying to get out ahead in all these sermons, and we're going into Genesis a little bit farther as we go along here, even into the next series, which I find very interesting, and time frames and so forth that are, to me, exciting and interesting as you learn more.
So, today we're going to continue in the new series entitled 1,656 Years: The Way of Mankind, with this being Part 2.
And there are many things to be learned from this first phase of mankind that fully established the complete makeup of mankind. That's what God is revealing, showing what mankind is really like and why He gave the length of time for mankind to live as long as they did, so we could learn some of the most important lessons about human nature, things that we need to see and understand about the way we are, and to be thankful we don't live that long anymore.
Because the reality of the ability to save mankind, to work with mankind, to call mankind, is much harder in that kind of scenario, if you will. But again, God revealing to us what we're really like, and that's what a lot of it's about. We're going to talk about some of that as we go through this series here.
But mankind's nature is really ugly, ugly, ugly. Because it's based on Satan's mind, the way of get, the way of selfishness, the way of lust, the way of pride, the way of haughtiness, and it's a battle we have to fight. And the more we grasp that, and the more people understand that in the future, in the Great White Throne, obviously, but even in the thousand years, the better it will be for people. Because that's our battle. And if we don't grasp that to the depth that we need to, well, the reality is there are a lot of people who won’t. 
God gave life to human beings, but it wasn't meant that all human beings are going to have eternal life. It was never a part of God's plan. Because God knows what mankind is like, what that nature is like, and the reality of choices. When you give free choice to people, which is what He had to do, sadly, with that kind of nature, it's a battle, and a lot of people don't want to fight that battle. They want what they want. That's the way of the flesh, human mind, human thinking. We get very lifted up in our thinking, in pride and vanity, pride especially, above, beyond God, the way God is.
So, because of that, it's very difficult, and it's hard to understand sometimes. But the reality is, God gave us free choice, and that's an awesome thing. But how mankind chooses to use it, not so good.
If a third of the angels, eventually, because of that kind of a mind that was in front of them, there was a choice that they'd never made, and they were drawn to that, think what it's like with a mind that's already like that, created to be like that for a purpose. But the blessing is, just like chapter 10 talks about, we have the ability to change by choice. We have the ability to become something different. We have the ability for this mind to literally be transformed, if that's what we want, if we really want that kind of life. To me, it's an amazing thing.
And so, to see what happens during the first 1,656 years is quite an eye-opener because there weren't very many people worked with by God during that entire period of time. They couldn't be because of how far their minds went. Because of how far they went, they became expert at being selfish, experts in pride, experts in manipulation and deceit and lying and getting their way. That's what mankind became like. It got worse and worse and worse.
That's why we're going through this series, to see what happened when people had that kind of a lifespan. And when you’re called and you received God's holy spirit, you become even more thankful because you realize this is a battle. This is not easy. But God gives us the ability to change. He gives us the help we need during this period of time, and thankfully, it's not longer.
So, let's turn over to Genesis 3; get back on track where we were after last Sabbath. We come to see and understand more and more, if we're willing to do so, that we are to do things exactly as God tells us, and to realize that is the healthiest, the best, the most vibrant way to live life, the greatest of potential for blessings and help, excitement in family and friends when everybody lives God's way.
And that's what we see from the very beginning. Right away, choices were made to go a different direction, and right away, problems started coming.
Genesis 3:16—To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply your sorrow. So, we're just going back and catching up where we were, what we'd covered.
So again, why? Because there are laws. And if you break those laws, if you don't live according to God's way, the result of that is automatic. It isn't because God caused something to happen to them. It's because of the choice they made that it was automatic in their life because of laws that regulate everything, whether it be on a physical plane in the universe or even in human life.
There is God's way, the way of give, the way of love, His kind of love, sacrificing kind of love, the way of striving to be a peacemaker, to try to make relationships work, to treasure relationships, to do it God's way. And if people don't, then it's automatic.
So right away, because of sin, this began, “I will greatly multiply your sorrow.” That's the result. It's what God is revealing will happen to mankind. So, this isn't just about Adam and Eve, this is about all humanity. It's about all mankind that has this choice in front of them. If you don't obey God, He says, this is what's going to happen to you. Into the future, anyone who doesn't choose it, He greatly multiplies the sorrow that's going to follow because that's automatic.
…and your conception, speaking of the woman in this particular case. In pain you shall bring forth children. And it's not just about what happens at the very beginning. Maybe it sounds as if that there wouldn't have been some of the problems that there were even in birth, in the sense of the kind of pain that sometimes people go through, if it hadn't been for this, that God would have given blessings and help, that it would have been easier.
So, it's a constant reminder, just like the rainbow in the sky, that we either obey God or we don't. And when we don't, we suffer for it.
And so, it says, “In pain you shall bring forth children.” So, it's not talking about just a matter here of the actual time of birth; it's talking about what's going to follow. Because mankind is selfish, because mankind chooses selfishness, because mankind chooses “lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” because that's our nature because we're made physical. It's just automatic. That's the nature that’s there because of that. God says you'll have sorrow because of it throughout your lives.
So, people go through all kinds of sorrow and hurt and pain and suffering in families and things that happen within families. It's a part of human life. And the vast majority of it is because God's way is not chosen.
Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you. So again here, showing just because of physical nature, because of the strength of a man compared to that of a woman, and because of the kind of selfishness that's there, that they will use that strength, that power in a wrong way. That's the way it's been for a long, long time in life. Harsh, hard, controlling, ruling. That's really the history of man, especially over women and those who are supposed to be the closest to them. Sad, pathetic, but it shows that nature.
Then to Adam He said, Because you have heeded the voice of your wife… In other words, to disobey God. He knew the same thing. He knew he wasn't supposed to do it, but he listened, he did it, he gave in.
I think of within the Church, I don't care what the situation is like in the family, husbands and wives, men and women, need to stand firm in what's true and what's right and not compromise with God's way of life. Because that's what happens so often – people compromise in order to have some kind of peace or not have hardships or battles or arguing or fighting or whatever over certain things, especially within the Church sometimes when there's disagreement.
You know, within the Church, we should all have the same agreement. But it hasn't always been that way, and it isn't always that way. And especially if one isn't a part, hasn't been called. Then that even makes it more challenging, more challenging for the other individual. But there's something there for a person to learn because God can call both if He wanted to. And sometimes it'd be to the detriment of the other person because that isn't necessarily the best time for them.
God knows what our character and our minds are like and what can affect us. So, it's in God's hands as to when He calls people. But some of that is for the purpose of training. Some of that is for the purpose of learning. God is molding and fashioning us, giving us opportunity to learn things from standing for God's way of life in an environment that can be challenging. Are we going to do it? And then that character that can be molded and fashioned in us in no other way, to the same level or the same degree. We are in God's hands if we'll allow that, always.
Because you heeded the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree which I commanded you, saying you are not to eat of it, then cursed is the ground for your sake. In other words, “Because of what you've done, because of sin, you're not going to have the blessings you had before. You're not going to be in this nice little place that I gave to you.”
Because it was a vast area, as we talked about last Sabbath. The world, the earth. And it talked about these different regions that people would eventually migrate, go into, as they spread out over the earth, and the incredible rivers that God had given, and everything was there for them.
I was thinking today, going through some of the things, looking at talking about Lot and how he chose a certain part of the area around the Jordan River coming down from the Dead Sea and how it was plush. Today it's not plush. Think of the land of Egypt and some of the northern parts of Africa. There was a time when it was exceedingly plush, vibrant with life, and now it's just a gigantic desert in a lot of areas, Sahara Desert, because of what man has done, because of how man has stripped the earth and misused the things that God gave.
And so, it was in that particular area. He chose an area that he thought was better than what Abraham was going to have. Anyway, human nature. So, there's a lot that's happened over a period of 2-3,000, 4,000 years on the earth. But sometimes it's hard for us to grasp the changes that have taken place because of human beings and what we've done with the earth.
And so, He said here, “Cursed is the ground because of you.” In other words, because of what you've done. He's going to take away the blessings He would otherwise have given. During the Millennium, God talks about different kinds of blessings He's going to give, things that He can change and work with to give us a better life, weather patterns, all kinds of things to make life better, to grow crops, to take care of things, to prevent, to cause certain things to be able to be prevented that we just live with nowadays, that are getting worse and worse.
In toil, you will eat all the days of your life. So, you have to work hard, harder to survive, to live, to produce from the land itself.
Both thorns and thistles it will bring forth to you, and you will eat the herb of the field. So, in a lot of work and a lot of hardship and a lot of toil.
Verse 19—By the sweat of your face you will eat bread until you return to the ground. For out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you'll return. We're not so great by ourselves, of and by ourselves as human beings, but we get minds that think we are great; we have minds that think our ideas are better than others, we're better than others. It's just the way we think as human beings.
We're really puny as all get out when it comes to the scheme of things as far as God's way of life. God is great and all-powerful, and He will give us greatness, but we have to go through this first, being in this temporary physical human body. And some are going to get to go through it twice. How blessed are you, you don't have to, or at least have that in front of you that you don't have to. Awesome. Once, to me, is plenty if you have that opportunity, if you have such a blessing. Awesome!
Also, for Adam and his wife, the Eternal made tunics of skin and clothed them. So, it was God's purpose to do it anyway because of life, the proliferation of life on the earth.
Then the Eternal God said, Behold, the man has become like, it says, “one of us,” to know good and evil. And it doesn't even have the word “us” in the Hebrew there, but it's basically just saying of one that knows/chooses good and evil, to know good and evil. In other words, to be the judge of good and evil. That's what they decided when they decided to go against God, to disobey God. They became the judge of right and wrong. They didn't look to God as being the judge. They didn't look to God as being supreme. They didn't look to God as being the one that they should be concerned with what He says and how He says it should be done. And because of that, they started suffering. All human beings have ever since. Not because of them, but because of who we are, because of our same nature.
Because some time back, even within the Church before God revealed it to us, there was still this thought and idea that Joshua, the one who became Joshua, that He had eternally existed with God the Father, that there were two in the godhead. And so, it's like they're having this conversation. That's why it's written this way. Because that's what translators have done because they put in their own ideas of what they think was taking place at that time. So, it's like, “They've become like one of us.” It doesn't say that at all in the Hebrew. Awesome.
So now, lest he put out his hand and take also the tree of life and live forever… We don't know exactly fully what that means or how it is, but it's an example of things for the Church, that God lets us know that if we choose a different way, He's not going to continue to give us ability to grow. He's going to cut us off from His holy spirit, He won't give that kind of growth that would continue to develop within us if we continue to obey and did things the way He said to do them.
So again here, they were cut off. They were the first ones to be cut off from God. Awesome to understand that, what it’s talking about. Because it has to do with being cut off from help to see and understand God's way of life. They were cut off from that because of their choices. And so, God could, before that, was able to give them certain things, and as long as they obeyed, they would have an ability to grow. Awesome.
Verse 22—Therefore, the Eternal God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man, and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword was turned every way to guard (to watch) over the way to the tree of life. So, God making it clear here, very likely very symbolic in that respect in what it's talking about.
Obviously, they weren't allowed to go back into that area no matter what. But the point being is that there is a tree of life. There is that which produces life in the right way that comes from God. And the ability to have access to that depends on our response to God in all things once He gives that to us. He gave that to them in the beginning, but they were cut off.
And from that point on, for the next 4,000 years, or whatever it was, individuals were worked with, only a few through history. Not very many. And then finally the Church when God began to work with a lot more.
So again here, it's not a small thing to be cut off from God, to be cut off from God's spirit if we've been given that opportunity.
Genesis 4:1—Now, Adam knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten/acquired a man from the Eternal. You know, what an incredible thing. They had never experienced anything like this, the process of birth. So, how long? We don't know how long that was. Perhaps they saw different animals and so forth and recognized certain things that were taking place there and maybe they started understanding certain things then, we don't know. But if you're put in that kind of an environment and you're the only two there and you see animals, maybe even animals die, obviously, and things that take place? You've never experienced these things, and they started experiencing it. They started having that kind of thing take place in their life and making choices along the way.
And then to have a child, to go through that experience, they had no idea what it was going to be like. If they saw animals around them in that experience of giving birth, which they undoubtedly saw, and then to finally have a child themselves? Incredible. The first to ever experience such a thing? It's good to try to put yourself in some position sometimes to think about what people experienced. What was it like? They didn't know.
Then she bare his brother Abel. Now Abel was a grazer, as the word is, or herder, in other words, to provide feed for the animals, his animals like sheep and so forth. So, he was a grazer, is the word that’s used. A herder, maybe a better way of saying it, of sheep. But Cain was a tiller of the ground. Now, after time, it came to pass that Cain brought the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Eternal. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his fruit and of the fat. In other words, the best portions.
How they knew these things to do them, they're things that God had to have communicated to them at some point, or to Adam and Eve, that was passed along. It doesn't say. But they knew to do this. And so, Abel had a right mind toward God and what he was wanting to do, and this comes out in the story.
So, it says here, Now, the Eternal had respect. In other words, it has to do with receiving something from someone. He had respect to what Abel was doing in the spirit and the attitude and what he was giving. In other words, it had to do with Abel's mind. And so, He had respect unto it.
…unto Abel and to his offering. But Cain and his offering, He did not have respect. So, whatever it was that was in Cain's mind, maybe this attitude of having to do it, “I have to do it,” you know, and so his heart wasn't in it. Not a cheerful giver, as scripture tells us to be. If we're going to give, then do it with the right spirit, with the right mind, with the right attitude, not begrudgingly like scripture tells us. So, he had to have that kind of mind, that whatever he was doing, whatever he was told to do, whoever told him that, whether it was even Adam and Eve that told him that. Maybe God gave it to them, and he wasn't moved by that at all, had a wrong spirit.
But to Cain in his offering, He did not have respect. Then Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. So anyway, whatever was in his mind and his attitude, he just had a bad attitude. Best way to describe it. And because of that, his countenance fell. He didn't receive what he thought he should receive from whatever he did; he went through the motions. But he was caught, his attitude. God didn't let him get by with it.
Then the Eternal said to Cain, Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? If you do what is good, will you not be accepted? The word has to do with being lifted up. “Will you not be lifted up?” “Will you not have a right response toward you, a good response toward you?”
And if you don't do what is good, then sin lies at the door. A lot of things about human nature being revealed here, attitude, things that we sometimes think are hidden inside of us that are never hidden before God. God knows what's inside of us. He knows whether we're true in the mind or not, and different things in life will bring that to the forefront. And this brought that to the forefront right away in the beginning as an example, because we're to learn from it. He couldn't learn from it.
So, sin lies at the door, and it will long after you. Sin. What does that mean? All we can liken it to is someone who is actually called and has opportunity to know God and know the truth and comes along at a certain point and begins to do things in a wrong way or not being truthful to God in their mind and in their actions, and thinks that it's hidden. It's never hidden from God.
God knows what's in our minds, and He said here that “If you don't do what is good, sin is right there, and it wants you.” Why? Because of what's inside of us. Lust. “Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” If we move away from God, that will become stronger. You can't help it. Why? What happens? Because sin begins to cut a person off from a relationship with God and help from God, favor from God, and we have to have that as human beings because we can't do this on our own.
So, all these things are being mapped out in Genesis from the very beginning to help us to learn from it, to help us to understand how it is we're to live, why, and so forth. Basic things.
I want to read some of this, like in Psalm 19:13. We'll come back to the flow here in a minute. In Psalm 19:13, this is a prayer. Keep back your servant from presumptuous sins… from presumptuousness, if you will, being presumptuous. Sometimes we are as human beings, and we don't recognize it, what it is to be presumptuous or what we might be doing that comes across and is presumptuous.
Let them not have dominion over me. So, in other words, a power that's there. In sin, there is power (that's what it's saying here, in essence), because of our nature. If we give way to it, it becomes stronger. We give in to it, we can give in to it more. We're developing a mind that's going the opposite of character from God to our own human nature, giving into it.
It says, Then I will be blameless; I will be innocent of great transgression. So, this is a perception here of understanding what we're like as human beings, that we need help, especially from things we can't see. The presumptuousness that we sometimes have that we don't grasp that we're actually being that way.
Psalm 119:132. These psalms are just showing a recognition here of what we're like, an understanding of what we're like, and what the battles are.
Psalm 119:132—Look upon me and be gracious to me. That's that word “mercy” in the Old Testament so often. It's a matter of graciousness. God is very gracious to us as human beings. He knows what we're like. He knows what we are. And He gives us that from Him, a love that comes from Him, if we'll receive it.
“Look upon me and be gracious to me.” So, that's something we should desire from God. We need it.
Your custom is toward those who love your name. In other words, God is gracious, it's saying here. And so, knowing that, “as your custom is, as you are that way,” then a desire to receive that kind of love from God if we love Him. So, that's basically what it's saying here.
“Toward those who love your name.” So, if we love God and love His way of life, love the things He's revealing to us, God is very gracious to us. But that's a choice we have to make. Because a majority who have been in God's Church have not done this. A majority. That's an awesome thing to grasp and understand, that the vast majority of people ever called by God, they didn't love His name, they didn't love everything He was giving to them. Because that's to love God, to love God's name, to love everything about God, what He reveals, the truth, to understand the importance of it and the beauty that comes from it.
Direct my steps by your word. Smart. That's what we should want, that our steps be directed by God's word. Where we are out of step, show it to us. “Show it to me. Help me to see. Help me to repent. Help me to see the danger of it.”
…and let no iniquity (let no sin) have dominion over me. So, when people begin to give in to sin, begin to give in to things that are wrong, it gets worse and worse and worse. I'm talking about the Church as a whole, because the world, they don't know that anyway, they don't grasp those things. But for the Church, when we have a relationship with God, well, we have the ability to fight against it and not let it have dominion over us. God tells us we're to be in control, and the way we are is through the power of His holy spirit in us.
Redeem me from the oppression of mankind. Well, we have to see that it's oppression in the first place. And that means from our own human nature too. Because human nature is oppressive. It's just the way it is. It started out in the very beginning here, Adam and Eve. Sad. Pathetic. Redeem me from the oppression of mankind that I may keep your precepts. There's a battle there.
Make your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. So, it's exciting learning truth. It's exciting growing in truth. It truly is. And that's the way we should be. That should be our response. And if we don't have that kind of response to growing, to learning, somewhere we've really gone astray. We've really messed up and we need to find out what that is and cry out to God for help.
Finally, here, Romans 6. There is a power there, and it's because of our weakness as human beings. That's where the power is. There's great power in sin because there's great power in “lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” And the only thing that can combat that is God's spirit. So, that's why we have to cry out for it and ask for God's help.
Romans 6:12—Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body. So, either we give in to it and let it reign, or we choose to let God reign, God's way of life reign. And if we choose that, we recognize that we have to cry out to God for help. We have to pray, stay close to God, seek His help, and He'll help us.
So, it says, Do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. Lust. Again, that's what we have as human beings. And those should be in the forefront all the time in our mind. That's the way we are. That's where our battle is. We're selfish. That's lust. “The lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes,” our way.
I think of arguments, disagreements, contention sometimes that rise up in the Church or rise up in families, and it's always, always, always because of this. Always. There is a lust, meaning there's something you're not getting. You're not getting your way in something, and so because of that, you're lashing out or responding in a wrong way to someone else. It shouldn't be that way. We're supposed to be in control, but we can't be without God's help and being close to God.
Neither present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin. You know, usually the mouth, things that are said. So that's why it talks about the tongue being an unruly evil. But we're supposed to work to control it.
…but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead. So, why does it say it that way? “Present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead.” Well, if we are sinning and we continue in sin, we're as good as dead, because that's the penalty. And Joshua paid the penalty for sin. And so, if we're using that in the right way, in the way that God has given to us as human beings in the sense of repenting, asking for forgiveness of our sins, then that's a beautiful thing, and God will help us because we want Him to be in us, to dwell in us.
So, again, he said… present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. Not to sin, not to do things the way we want to because we want our way. For sin shall not have dominion over you… Unless we allow it. Choices, choices, choices. Isn't that amazing? It always goes back to us.
And we're going through these things that we might feel that we all know very, very well, but if the Church has always known it well, why did the majority leave? Why has the majority gone astray over time? Because it's a battle, and it's a battle that never ends. It has to be fought constantly. And either we're committed to fighting that battle because we love God, we love His way of life, we want that, we desire that, we've chosen that, and it's worth the battle, it's worth the fight, and if that's in our mind, then God will help us; but if it's not, He'll let us experience the other. It’s like mankind, like Adam and Eve.
…for you are not under the law, but under grace. I hate the way the Protestant world has looked at this. “See, you're not under the law; you're under grace. The law has been done away with.” They just don't understand what it's talking about. It's the context here, earlier, you’re to present yourselves as being alive from the dead. This goes together with this because the penalty that the law is talking about is the death penalty. It's the penalty of sin. That's the context of what it’s talking about here.
So, going back to Genesis 4:6—Then the Eternal said to Cain, Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? If you do good, will you not be accepted, lifted up, in other words, by God? And if you don't do what is good, sin is at the door, and it longs after you. It wants its way. That's what lust is about. It longs after you. It's a battle.
But you are to rule over it. Beautiful. All these things said in Genesis that really are an outline for the Church, for when people are called to understand human nature, to understand the battle.
Verse 8—Now, Cain asked Abel, his brother, to come into the field. Then it came to pass Cain stood up against Abel, his brother, and killed him. Didn't take very long. Isn't that incredible? Didn't take very long, and a brother killed a brother. Incredible. God makes it clear that Abel was worked with, but Cain never was. I feel pretty confident that everyone with whom God worked with in that first 1,656 years are mentioned in scripture, meaning there weren't very many.
Hebrews 11. Let’s read what it says, because it explains some of these things. Because what happened back then, it has spiritual principles to it that we're to learn from. That's why they're repeated in other places in scripture. God wants us to understand what it's all about, to understand it deeply.
That's why I marvel more and more at what God is revealing to us and giving us to understand, that as human beings we're blessed to have human life, incredibly blessed, and nothing else is owed to anyone from that point forward. Nothing is owed to any human being from that point forward. God offers it; God says He offers it. He has the Great White Throne set up for that purpose. But how many will choose it?
When it's all said and done, it’s not what we used to think in the past. Because we used to have the concept, the idea that the vast majority are going to be saved. It doesn't say that anywhere. It's a precious way of life, an awesome thing to become part of the God Family, to live a certain way of life that has to be chosen by each individual in order to participate in it. Because it isn’t owed. And only those who love it, who desire it with all their being, and love God with all of their being, and cry out for help with all their being, are going to be those who come through it.
That kind of life just can't be handed to anyone. We have to go through things in order to receive it, and it all goes back to choices, choices, choices, always until it's over. Constant, consistent choices because we're committed to it. We should have been committed to it from baptism. That's the way it should have been. But people lose that in time if they're not careful.
Hebrews 11:4—By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. It's because of what was inside. It's because of what was in the mind. It was about his mind, his attitude in doing it. It's about his spirit, if you will, the way he thought toward God.
…through which he obtained witness that he was righteous. Why? Because he believed God and did what God said. So, he had to know about this matter of an offering and the attitude that was behind it. And because he did it the way God said to do it, because he believed God and did what God said, it was accounted to him for righteousness, just like it talks about for Abraham—awesome—and everyone in God's Church as well.
Again here, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts. It's not a matter of the gifts; it's a matter of what in the mind toward God, that that's why he did what he did, because of what he believed. It's the mind.
…God testifying of his gifts; and by it, he, being dead, yet speaks. So again, something of a testimony to Abel, if you will, a witness from God of what God said about him, the way we should all be and strive to be, genuine, true to God, before God. That we do things from the heart because we believe God and we want to do it that way. Never out of constraint or trying to blend in.
There have been so many in times past who just kind of wanted to blend in and yet do things kind of their own way and kind of go along with certain things to be seen in a certain way, you know, to present ourselves in a certain way when it wasn't true. Sometimes people will do things to be seen by others, that they're doing the right things, good things, whatever it might be, in order to get something out of it. Basically, God says, that's their reward. That's all they're going to get. Because it's the wrong attitude; it's the wrong spirit. God doesn't want that. It's kind of how Cain was. He did it, but there's something very, very wrong in his spirit of why he did it.
1 John 3:11—For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. Do you think Cain and Abel didn't know about that one? That God didn't give them some basics of life and what life was to be like?
Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one — speaking of his spirit and his attitude — and killed his brother. Mind-boggling this was so soon…so soon. There weren't very many on the earth.
And why did he kill him? Because his own works were evil. Sometimes we can read through Genesis and not grasp the severity of what's being said. And that's going to come out a lot as we continue to go through these verses, that they've been watered down a little bit by the world and translators. But the reality is God is showing here up to the flood, everything leading up to the flood, how wicked, how evil mankind was. Because that's the way they were. That's the way the world was. Far more than we've really ever grasped, if you will, or contemplated.
And so, we need to have that in our mind, just how bad it was, why God brought the flood upon the world. Because of how evil, how bad mankind had become, and it started out very early. In the first 200 years, mankind was exceedingly evil before God. Incredible to think the world was like that already, and it just got worse and worse and worse as we're going to continue to see as we go through this.
God wants us to grasp that, of what we're like, of what our nature is like, of what human beings are capable of, and that we have opportunity to fight against that kind of a nature in order to have more of God's nature. That's what it's about. Becoming more at one with God is having more godly character in us. Awesome to be able to have that because we agree with God.
Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one and killed his brother. And why did he kill him? Because his own works were evil and his brothers were righteous. He was jealous. He was eaten up with jealousy because he wanted something that he wasn't able to receive because of his spirit, because of his attitude, because of his lying spirit, candidly. That's what that kind of a spirit is. When it goes through the motions of something and it isn't being truthful to God, it's a lying spirit.
And God called him out on it. God manifested it, brought it out, made it so he could see it and grasp it. To the point that it so ate him up that he killed his own brother because he hated the way his brother was and the recognition he received. I don't know how God showed that, how it was given, but it was very evident. And Cain wasn't receiving the same things, and so it just ate him up. Sometimes that happens to people; they just get eaten up inside, jealous of someone else.
I've known of so many people through the time in the Church, being in the Church, who have been exceedingly jealous of others. Someone gets ordained to a certain position of being a deacon or a deaconess, which was a physical job to serve and help within the Church. We don't have those things anymore, but it was in Worldwide because of the size of the Church and because of the necessity, the need for certain ones that people knew this was their job. And if you needed help or needed something from them, you could go and talk to them about it because there needed to be that break up and break down, if you will, in communication, making it easier for people.
And it was abused and misused. And then a lot of them thought they deserved to have more. That wasn't enough. They wanted to be ordained an elder. So, someone would be ordained an elder, and then a friendship that perhaps someone had for a long time up to that point in time ended because they were so eaten up inside, so eaten up with jealousy, that they wouldn't be a friend of the individual anymore.
You know, it got to the point in the Church a long time ago that if someone was going to be ordained, we warned them what was going to happen. “Just expect it. There are going to be those who have been very close to you who will no longer be close to you.” Why should we have to? Why would we have to do such a thing as ministers? Warn someone before they're ordained. I've done that with a lot of people and told them, “Things aren't going to be the same anymore because you're going to have people that aren't going to be close to you anymore.”
It's happened a lot in PKG. Happened a whole lot back in Worldwide. But we were more observant to it by that time because God let us see a mindset in the way human beings are even within the Church. And you think, what are you doing? Anyone I've ever known who became eaten up with jealousy towards someone else and started treating them in a different way after that, they didn't survive. They didn't come through this because of the choice and the thinking that was there.
It's the same kind of mind as Cain. And sometimes that's hard for people to recognize. A murderous spirit, one that will go so far as to kill someone. You say, “Well, I'd never kill anyone,” people would say. You know, but spiritually, that's what they did. How they treated someone else in the Church is far worse sometimes than that which is physical that can happen. That's something we have to be able to see and comprehend.
So again, very sobering, but God is showing us these things so that we come into greater agreement and understanding and able to judge better ourselves, ourselves and other situations in life, so our judgment is more in tune to with God, in agreement with God.
Sometimes it's hard for us to grasp how evil, evil is, how evil sin is. Because it prevents people from becoming part of God's Family. That's what it does. If it's not nipped in the bud, if it's not fought against, it prevents someone. It creates a miscarriage. And there are going to be lots and lots and lots of miscarriages before it's over – that's a horrible thing – on a spiritual plane. Because that's what happened. If one can't be born into God's Family, once begotten of God's holy spirit, it's a spiritual miscarriage forever and forever, and there are a lot who've already done those things.
Again, just understanding that verse there in 1 John: “Because his own works were evil and his brothers were righteous.” Incredible. Sometimes to understand some of those things on a spiritual plane, totally another matter.
Luke 11:49. Again, things that happened in the very beginning that are taught later on what they were about, to learn from them, to understand there's much there that we're to grasp and comprehend on a spiritual plane.
Luke 11:49—Therefore, the wisdom of God also said, I will send them prophets and apostles, and of them they will kill and persecute. Now, we can look at that on a physical plane and see what happened to people, to Judaism, and how they treated different ones through time, the prophets and so forth, and a constant history that was there. There are even things there that are going to come to light as time goes along of the kind of judgment that's against them already. But it's going to be hard. It's not going to be easy for them.
But I think about this on a spiritual plane. Because people have done these things on a spiritual plane as well. And to me, that's far worse than some of these things happening even physically.
…and of them they will kill and persecute, that the blood of the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world... Abel. That's what it's talking about. Abel was the first preacher of righteousness. That’s what he's known for. …which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation. It says a lot here.
From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the temple. So, he's showing here all this that happened over that long period of time just before Joshua came. All those who talked about and told about God's way of life, which Abel was the first, all the way up to Zechariah, these things have been going on.
Yes, I say to you, it will be required of this generation. Because they were going to kill another prophet, the Messiah. That's what this is saying here. So, it's talking about what was going to take place, what they were going to do. And anyway, just showing the way mankind has been. And yet these kinds of things have happened on a spiritual plane within the Church. And that's far worse, because once individuals have the impregnation of God's spirit, access to God, there is far, far, far more required, and the damage that can be done to the mind is far worse. 
Let's go back to Genesis now, Genesis 4. So, this is a framework, as it were. It's an outline of things we're to learn from, from the very beginning about human nature, about mankind, about the human mind and God's way of life, and the choices, whether to choose it or not.
Genesis 4:9—Now, the Eternal said to Cain, Where is Abel, your brother? Then he lied again because he's a liar. This is what happens to people. If people walk in sin, and the longer they walk in it, this becomes stronger, this power over them. They can't be in control of themselves anymore because they've given in to wanting something else, desiring something else, which is their own way, and become great liars.
Those who lived during the flood became great liars. They lied against God. They lied against the truth. They lied against everything in their environment that God had created for them. And then he said, can you imagine this, Am I my brother's keeper? It's like, “I don't know where he is.” Lie, lie. He killed him. He hid his body.
“Am I my brother's keeper?” Quite a saying, because that's exactly what God says we are to be. We are to be concerned about others. Not just this, but others, a mind that becomes more like God in the sense of a care and concern for others, not just self. Because this is automatic, and this is a detriment, if that's how we think toward self, loving self.
God asked, What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries to me from the ground. From henceforth, you are cursed on the earth, which has opened her mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. And so, He told him just how bad he really was, what he'd done. He didn't let him hide it, didn't let him keep it hidden.
When you till the ground, it will not henceforth yield unto you her strength. So, from that point on, things started going downhill for mankind on the earth.
A disgrace, this is used in the sense of people who will shake their head at someone, and no permanent place for you to be on the earth. And so, it was to be that way. That was a part of what he was going to go through. This is how people would look upon him. “You're a disgrace,” and shake their head at him for what he did. He'd be known for it. He wasn't going to be able to keep it hidden. He was going to be known for the killer of his own brother. He was marked as that, in essence. God made sure it was known.
And this was just the beginning. I'm talking about all the things that happened later on through time, all the murders that took place, all the evil that took place, the way people were.
Verse 13—Then Cain said to the Eternal, My punishment is greater than I can bear. So, these are just a little synopsis, condensed form of something much greater that went on through time here, in the way that he thought and the way God worked with him or didn't work with him anymore.
Then Cain said to the Eternal, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, you have driven me out this day from the face of the earth, and from your face will I be hid. God is using something here physical in such a way that what an incredible thing if people could see when they sin, especially within the Church, when people sin, what happens. It's driving God away. We're driving ourselves away from God. And unless we repent quickly, soon – that's why we should be quick to repent of sin, realizing how dangerous it is – it cuts us off from the flow of God's spirit. It cuts us off from help we need to change, to grow.
And so, this is a very physical thing to help us to grasp even more seriously that which happens on a spiritual plane, if people would just respond in that way before God, who have made choices to leave, choices to do things differently in the Church through times past.
If someone could say, “My punishment…” If they could just see it. But we can't as human beings as a whole because we don't believe it. What we believe is, well, that's different with different ones and why they go astray and make the choices they do. But wrong choices. If we could only see the seriousness of how bad it really is.
Behold, you have driven me out this day from the face of the earth, and from your face will I be hid, and I will be a disgrace and have no permanent place in the earth. That's how serious it is when people sin. It's not promised to us to be in the God Family.
Then it will come to pass that everyone who finds me will kill me. So, he's saying this: “This is going to happen if this is out there, and everyone who sees me, there are going to be some who want to take my life because of how they see me now.”
So, the Eternal said to him, Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on them sevenfold. So, this went out. I don't know how, but it went out to those who were in the world through that period of time of his life, and it was made known that no one had better, or God will take care of it sevenfold punishment.
Then the Eternal set a mark upon Cain. Which, we don't know what this is about and what it entails, lest any finding him should kill him. Something they were to recognize, but they had to know about it too. So, there's not a whole lot said. We just read a condensed story here and are to learn from it.
Verse 16—Then Cain went out from the presence of the Eternal and dwelled in the land of Nod to the east of Eden. Now Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bare Enoch. Not the Enoch spoken of later on in this period of time because there's another one. There is an Enoch later on that God took, because it was so bad, took away from mankind for a period of time, and until he died. But anyway, we'll come across that later.
And he built a city and called the name of the city after the name of his son Enoch. So again here, Cain went out. People began to spread on the earth. Here he has a son, and he decides to name this city after him. And then the verse continues with more lineage.
And then we come down to verse 25—Now, Adam knew his wife again, and she bare a son and called his name Seth. For God, she said, has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. To Seth, to him also there was born a son, and they called his name Enos. Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord. So, some of these are awkward in how they're translated and sometimes so far out that it's hard to tell what some of it's really even about. But it's commonly translated as being a time when people were calling upon the Eternal or preaching more about the Eternal, as though there was a kind of great spiritual revival.
I read through some of these things sometimes that some in the Protestant world write, and you think, what are you smoking? It's like there's a great spiritual revival now because of this, and this is what it means. And it's just the opposite. It's showing how bad mankind is getting. Mankind is getting worse and worse and worse, not better. There wasn't some great spiritual revival that came along at this time.
I thought I'd just read some things that some translators have said. “At that time, men began to call upon the name of the Eternal.” Well, what motivated that one? It's like, again, this spiritual revival. Another one here, “At that time, people began to worship God.” So, all this time went by, and people weren't worshiping God, but now they started. Something happened. Ah, I'll tell you. Then another one says here, “Then a beginning was made of preaching in the name of Jehovah or Yahweh.” No, that's not what was taking place. Not at all.
Then multiple translations came across, there was only one that began to translate this in a more correct manner. “Throughout this period,” again, “mankind grew worse and worse.” And that's what we need to understand about this first part of Genesis, all this 1656 years. There was no religious revival. Instead, mankind was moving farther and farther away from God. 
There's one version that translates this portion of the verse closer than the others. “At that time, profaning the name of the Eternal.” It's showing here something that was taking place. Mankind was getting worse to where they were profaning God, God's way, more and more and more.
So, this verse, as it's quoted in the King James, actually states it like this, “Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord.” Again, that's not what the words even mean in the Hebrew language. The word “men” isn't even in the verse here. The word “began” is used by a lot of translators, but again, it's a word for “profane” or “to pollute.” So, it's amazing how people translate things sometimes because they have this concept in their mind of what the world was like and what they want to see instead of what really was.
So, the next chapter of Genesis shows more closely when this was occurring. So, reading the last verse again, Genesis 4:25—Now, Adam knew his wife again, and she bare a son and called his name Seth, For God, she said, has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, who slew Cain. To Seth, to him also there was born a son, and he called his name Enos. At that time or Then profaning/polluting, to call upon the name of the Eternal.
So, in other words, there wasn't any desire. People had gone so far away that they wouldn't look to God. They weren't calling upon God. Instead, they were profaning everything about God and God's way of life in what they were doing and how they were living. In other words, it's just showing a progression here where the world, mankind, the longer people lived, the worse they were getting. That's what the story is about.
Then, chapter 5, this is the book of genealogy of Adam. It says, Genesis 5:1—In the day that God created mankind, He made them in the likeness of God. Again, people think this is about something physical in looks, and that's not what it's about. It's about why God created mankind and what mankind could become in time.
He created them male and female and blessed them and called them mankind in the day they were created. Now, Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son of his own likeness. So, going through the story here. …after his image, and named him Seth. After he begot Seth…  So, that's how mankind is. It's like the animal kingdom: It was after their kind and after their likeness, whatever it was. And this particular case here from Adam on human beings are human beings.
After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years, and he had sons and daughters. Incredible. To think people lived that long.
So all the days that Adam lived… So, it shows the entire lifespan because it shows this was after the days, after he begot Seth that there was that much longer that he lived. So Adam lived for nine hundred and thirty years, and then he died. 930 years.
If mankind lived that long in the last 2,000 years, you think there'd been a lot more that would have come through it all and be in God's Church? Thank God He shortened the lifespan. Started out, basically, at 120 years after the flood, and then went down to 70, three score and ten, because even that was too long.
Verse 6—Seth lived one hundred five years and begot Enos. After he begot Enos, Seth lived eight hundred seven years. So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. Again, these things are kind of mind-boggling. And we wonder, how was that possible? And then even after the flood, certain ones in lineage there still live quite a long time.
But there had to be certain things with perhaps the sun, the rays of the sun and different things in the earth. We don't know. But whatever it was, life was able to be sustained longer; they lived longer. But after the flood, it began to change dramatically so, very fast. And we know that things in the earth changed at that particular time, as far as the sun and moisture in the air. And we don't understand how that changed, but something changed. Because I tried to make it very clear last Sabbath that there were no clouds in the sky for 1656 years until the floods came. Then they were there.
What that change was, we don't have the slightest knowledge, but there had to be something there that was different and unique in that mankind had the ability to live much longer at that particular time. Anyway, thankfully, it was all changed.
So, just to wrap some of this up here for today. Adam was 130 years old when he had Seth. Then Seth was 105 when he begot Enos. And adding the two together, 130, 105, well, in here it states 235 years on the earth that this kind of profaning or polluting, having to do with God, became at its greatest from that point on. Because this is the way mankind had become, and so it marks this particular moment in time as an important time as far as the time before the flood. Because from that time forward, mankind was exceedingly evil because of what they were doing in their relationship toward God and their thinking toward God.
You know, it's a little bit different when you are told from the very beginning, Adam and Eve, they were the first two on the earth, our father, our great-grandfather, or great-great-grandfather, or different ones being born out of different family lines as time went along here. And they had to know the stories of what it was like, stories about what it was in the Garden of Eden and what took place.
These things didn't happen in a dark place. There weren't that many people on the earth in the very beginning, and then these stories spread out. That's why sometimes I marvel even things that happened later on, of how widespread they were. Just like for Israel being in Egypt for as long as they were, and when they came out and how that was so widespread and known throughout all the world, the living world at that time, humanity. And most assuredly, these things here, they were known. But people didn't choose to know God, to have a relationship with God.
We're going to read about one next week that did. Why? Why the difference? Awesome to understand some of these things, to know what took place.
So, they knew their lineage. It wasn't hard to know at that time.
You know, now people go on to trying to find relatives of the past and have their DNA taken and seeing on some of these different sites here where they came from and maybe some of their past relatives in some cases, if they go into it even deeper, if some people have kept that. Back then, it wasn't too hard. It was a whole lot easier. And they did it. They knew. They knew where they came from.
Anyway, in this chapter, chapter 5, it continues again then, with the lineage of Adam here. And then we come down to verse 18. So, let's look at this before we conclude here today.
Genesis 5:18—Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years. He was the fourth generation from Adam, when Adam and Eve were 460 years old. So, you know, today we don't necessarily know who our great-grandfather or great-grandmother was, our great-great. They knew who they were. They're still alive. They know who these people are. They know their relationships. Here it is, 460 years. They're 460 years old, and they're still there. They're all aware of it.
They know the stories about God and that they were created, that there weren't any human beings on the earth before them. And you think, what's wrong? Why can't the mind comprehend that there was a God who made them and then have respect and a desire to know Him? That didn't exist as a whole because of carnal human nature. People didn't want that kind of control and that kind of knowledge. They didn't want to retain it. Much like the world ever since then.
So, it comes down here, and it says, Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years and begot Enoch. So finally, after all this time, another one who comes along, who is a man of God, one with whom God works. It doesn't mention anyone between the two. But here it does, because it's important. Because, finally, after all that time, 460 years, Abel's been dead for a long, long time, finally, another one comes along whom God blesses.
After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years and had sons and daughters. So, all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. Enoch lived sixty-five years, and he begot Methuselah. And after he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years and had sons and daughters. So, here's an individual, the next one. And we've got two in our hand over 1,656 years that are mentioned in scripture—that's incredible!—that was close to God, with whom God worked.
So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years, and Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. So, I'm not going to go through the whole story here of some of the things that are spoken of. But some people felt that, like, he was taken away to heaven. Anyway, he was translated. It talks about some of this and how the Protestant world looks at it. But the reality was the world was so bad that God allowed him, gave him the ability to preach and teach in certain areas, and after that, He removed him from the presence of others.
And the mind can only think a little bit, maybe, why He had to do it. What did they want to do to all the prophets from the beginning of time? Kill them. Get rid of them. I have no doubts whatsoever that's exactly what they wanted to do, and God had compassion on him, didn't keep him in that environment, let him live a little longer, then took him out of that environment. So, we'll talk about that later on. So, it says here, “he walked with God, and he was not,” meaning it came to a point where he wasn't around anymore because God took him.
Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years and begot Lamech. And after he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters. So, all the days of Methuselah… Here's the one who lived a long time. That's what he's known for. …nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and then he died. So, he actually died in the year of the flood. Amazing.
He wasn't a man of God. He died in the year of the flood. Incredible. And there are a whole bunch more that did as well, but he's mentioned.
Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years and had a son. And he called his name Noah, saying, This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands because of the ground which the Eternal has cursed. So, did they know about God? Yes. Did it change how they lived? No.
After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years and had sons and daughters. So, all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-two years, and he died. Now he died seven years before the flood, in case you’re curious. Some of these things I find interesting, when different ones died. So, he was spared from that part of it but died seven years before it. But there were a whole slew of people that are mentioned at different times here that lived right up to it and died in it.
And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. This becomes even an interesting story because there are some misconceptions that I've even had about some of this – that Noah was building the ark with his family for over 100 years, maybe 120. It didn't happen that way. Some of these stories sometimes get started by other religions, other people and what they believe, and this is one that hadn't been addressed very well, candidly.
But what an incredible thing here. Is it possible that there were only three people in 1,656 years who walked with God, who lived God's way of life? That's all that are given, and I rather believe that's all there were.
Anyway, we'll pick this up next Sabbath.
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