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We're continuing in the series, 1,656 Years: The Way of Mankind. 

It's really quite incredible when you look at it in the perspective that we are, because that's why it's 
there, to show what mankind would become like in a short time, let alone being given long lifespans like 
people were at that particular time. But it just emphasized even more so how horrible our nature is, 
truly. Well, we know what it's like in the sense of what Lucifer did, that kind of nature, a selfish nature, 
and then God giving mankind physical human life for the purpose of creating His Family, but all having to 
go through that experience of choosing between the way of selfishness or God's way. 

So, it's quite a process and one to be taken more seriously, and God revealing more, and will give a lot 
more as the Millennium starts. 

But anyway, it's during this period of time that God established a record of what mankind is truly like in a 
pronounced way, in a greater way, so that we could grasp and comprehend things, though the Old 
Testament and some of those things that are written in the first few chapters of Genesis aren't really 
written that well in the sense of how bad it really was. 

They've kind of watered a lot of that down, as we even talked about a little bit last Sabbath. And it shows 
how the nature of selfishness that consumes mankind leads to drifting farther and farther from God and 
His way of life. Mankind naturally craves its own ways, and that is a battle. Once we're shown the truth, 
especially, it's a battle we have to enter into, and be willing to fight, wanting to fight, and wanting to 
conquer and overcome. That's what conquering and overcoming is all about. 

So, it's been stated these 1,656 years should indeed drive home the importance of rejecting our own 
nature and seeking God – everything that God tells us, wanting that, and realizing we have to fight 
against self. 

Let's turn over to Genesis 5, continue from there today. It drives home the importance of the kind of 
judgment all are under for not doing things the way God instructs. Because a large part of the story ends 
up in teaching that, if we can receive it. And then things that happened after that, as well, after the 
flood, that go on beyond that, that God uses as examples of how important it is to strive for His way of 
life because judgment is there. 

So, we're going to pick up the series concerning the lineage of Adam and Eve in the fourth generation 
when both would have been 460 years old. Now, it doesn't really say how long Eve lived, but it does 
record things about Adam in that respect. But at this point here, 460 years. 
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Genesis 5:18—Jared lived 162 years and begot Enoch. Now, this is the Enoch of scripture in the sense of 
one who chose God's way of life, lived God's way of life, was inspired to write certain things as recorded 
in the New Testament that was given to him. 

And it says, And after he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years and had sons and daughters. So, 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years. And I look at these things sometimes, and 
you just still have to kind of shake your head. It's just, it's hard to imagine. Here we just had, for this 
country, 250 years type of celebration. And you look back through history and all the things that have 
happened, but that's really nothing in time. In the sense of what has happened in times past and what 
happened during this period of time, they were just getting started. 250 years of life, and they're just 
getting started. So, what's that like? 25? Less than 25? That's what it's like, years of age? Somewhere in 
there, 25 to 30? 

Enoch lived sixty-five years and begot Methuselah, and he's recorded here as living the longest of all in 
that respect. After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years and had sons 
and daughters. So, he didn't live all that long, though he chose God's way of life. And it was a blessing for 
him to be taken out of that environment, and that's what God did. God's way wasn't well received by 
people. 

You think of how bad the Earth is right now; it was horrible during this period of time. That's the bottom 
line. And so, to think that it was so bad that God took a prophet, if you will, because he was, because of 
what God had given to him, because of things he said. So, it's hard for us to grasp some of these things. 
But anyway, and it's so condensed there in Genesis; there isn't a whole lot written. 

Verse 23—So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years, and Enoch walked with 
God, and he was not, or it says, for God took him. So, again here, took him out of the environment, 
protected him for a time before he died. We don't know when exactly that took place. Methuselah lived 
one hundred and eighty-seven years and begot Lamech. So, now we're talking about the seventh 
generation. And at this point, Adam was 884 years old—incredible—and lived another 46 years beyond 
that.  

So, to understand that all these generations of people over all this long period of time, they knew their 
lineage. They knew who these people were. They were still alive. You know, now, I don't know who my 
great-grandfather was. I know a name. But beyond that, I know some that are written down and so forth 
through time, going back into the 1700s, but not much written about them, not much said about them. 
Things weren't passed down. Here, they were passed down, and people were still alive. 

So, people knew who they were. People knew who Adam and Eve were. They knew where they came 
from. And to think they didn't want God in the picture in their life? Because that's what they chose. They 
did not want God. They did not want God's way of life. 
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So again here, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years and had sons and daughters. So 
all the days of Methuselah, nine hundred and sixty-nine years. Incredible! And as mentioned earlier, 
when I talked about this, he died in the year of the flood, the time of the flood. 

Then, verse 28, going on: Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years and had a son. And he called 
his name Noah, meaning “rest,” saying, This will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our 
hands because of the ground which the Eternal has cursed. So, they grasped certain things. They 
realized that they didn't have it as easy as they would have had before. They didn't grasp the full reasons 
for it because it's not something that was necessarily a curse that God put upon things; it was a result of 
their sin, and because of what God allowed to happen then is because of that and because of how they 
lived and what they did and so forth. So, life became harder for them. 

God took away blessings. That's the difference. When God takes away blessings, then people are cursed; 
their lives are not good, their lives are not productive because God takes away the blessings that He 
would otherwise give. That's why it's so important for people in the Church, and has been forever in the 
sense of how long the Church has existed, nearly a little over, well, right at 2,000 years, close now, not 
quite. We're getting close. And you think of that period of time and all the people who have been in 
God's Church, of which we do not know the number, but it has to be fairly large portions of numbers 
because the majority of people called in to be a part of 144,000 are out of the period of the Church over 
the last nearly 2,000 years. 

When people have left, they can't be blessed anymore. People's lives can't be blessed in the same way. 
Do they have blessings in their life? Well, in some cases, you can talk about things that they're able to do 
and prosper because they live the way of mankind. And in this world, the way of mankind, and especially 
with the being that's out there, he wants them to prosper, and so you get into a kind of a quagmire there 
of things that can happen in people's lives. But the fullness, the richness of life that really counts, it's not 
there. Things that we know, things that we look forward to, things that we hold on to. 

After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years and had sons and daughters. So 
all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-five years. So, we can almost get tired of going 
through all the numbers because there are a lot of them recorded here. But it's all for a reason. It shows 
the vastness of time that people lived. They knew their lineage. They knew people in the sense of where 
they came from, how things began because that wasn't lost. …and he died. So, he lived that long and 
died seven years before the flood. 

And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Noah was 500 years 
old before he started having children. That's what it says here. “Noah was 500 years old, and Noah begot 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” So, that's why it's gone through all this lineage, telling about the different 
ones who are born to them and so forth. 
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And it doesn't go into specifics here, but it was at this particular time that we have believed and thought 
that they started building the ark. Well, 100 to 120 years before the flood. The flood happened when he 
was 600, so it doesn't really fit all that well in the sense of thinking of the time span. There are different 
(they call themselves scholars or whatever) who believe that some of these things took place only in a 
few years of building the ark. Some believe even a matter of months instead of years. 

You wonder, well, how could that be? Well, Noah was a wealthy individual. We forget sometimes these 
people who lived so long, they accumulated great wealth over time. And you can have hired servants; 
you can have hired people to help you in doing whatever. We don't know. It doesn't say. It doesn't go 
into all that. But by this time, a lot of people on the earth, obviously in Noah's time. You look at the 
civilizations that we know that existed at that time, they had grown quite large. 

And so, he begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth, of which Shem is recorded as being the oldest in that respect 
here then, and it goes on through the others. 

Then we come to Genesis 6, and it is so poorly translated. Some of these things irritate the tar out of me 
sometimes when you find out what people have done over time. 

Genesis 6:1—Now, it came to pass that mankind... It says “began,” and the word is not even there. So, 
now that these genealogies are complete up to Noah, it goes back to where the word “began” was 
mentioned earlier. So, we talked about some of that last Sabbath. 

So, I want to go back and read this here in Genesis 4 now. This is the word that was covered last Sabbath 
in Genesis 4:26. It said, To Seth, to him also there was born a son. And he called his name Enos. Then, it 
says, “men began,” and neither one of those words are there. “Men” is not there. The word “began” is 
not correct by any measure. “…to call upon the name of the Lord.” 

And it should have been translated as, To Shem. To him also there was born a son, and he called his 
name Enos, at that time, or then profaning to call upon the name of the Eternal. The whole point of the 
verse is to show that this is when mankind began to profane more so God, God's way of life, God's truth, 
and so forth, and even God's name. So, mankind got worse and worse and worse, but it was how they 
were living that was profaning God, and if you will, the name of the Eternal, because He showed them 
from the beginning how they were supposed to live, and they didn't choose His way. They didn't choose 
His law. 

They weren't ignorant of all those things. There were things that were given to Adam and Eve that aren't 
even recorded. And so, you had different ones that did come along. Abel was the first who began to 
teach about God and teach about things that had been given that aren't recorded in Genesis. We don't 
know what they fully were and how much they understood, but there were principles and truths that 
were given to them. Some of which we've already gone through, but if expounded upon, we'd 
understand better. 
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Just like the reality that they were to have one wife, and that did not last very long. That's what God 
intended for mankind to do. And He said, “And for this reason, a child,” in essence, “will leave their 
father and mother.” Not their father and all their mothers. Anyway, I'm sorry. But that's what it turned 
into, and that's what's being addressed here in Genesis, what mankind became like in a very short time. 

So, the word is about profaning, polluting the way of God, the name of the Eternal. So, it began clear 
back there with Seth. That wasn't very long. Two hundred and some years later, after Adam and Eve, and 
from that point forward, God says this is what mankind had become like, this is what they were doing, 
and they all knew Adam and Eve. They all had that lineage. After all, it was their father and mother, his 
father and mother. 

To profane or pollute what God had given is to treat it with irreverence. They didn't esteem what God 
said, what God had given to them, what Abel had said, and on and on it goes. It is being ungodly or 
immoral in behavior. That's what this is about. Ungodly, immoral in behavior, instead of what people 
have taught in different churches and organizations and scholars have said, that this was a time of a 
great revival; it's just the opposite. “This was the time of great revival spiritually.” You think, “They didn't 
have anything spiritually about it.” They weren't drawing closer to God. They weren't being drawn to 
God. Instead, it was going farther away from God, just the exact opposite. 

Satan has done a great job of twisting and distorting things through human beings, even in the Bible. 
That's why I marvel sometimes about the Bible, how that people talk about it. I remember when first 
coming into the Church, to write in the Bible was looked down upon by a lot of people. If you wrote in 
the Bible, it's like you're writing in a holy book. And people treated it that way a lot of times, the book. It 
was like this is a holy book. It's like saying Jerusalem is holy. The land is holy over there, the holy land. 
There’s nothing holy about it. The only thing that makes something holy is if God is in it, if God is there, if 
God separates it for holy use and purpose. And if people disobey, there's nothing holy about it. So, 
incredible how words are sometimes used and how sometimes they're covered up like they are. 

So, people begin to turn from calling upon God, if you will, even in that. They weren't looking to God. 
When it's all said and done, there weren't very many that did this, from what scripture seems to 
indicate. So, when it came to the affairs in their life, they didn't want God, and this is the description of 
mankind. This is what mankind became very quickly, early on. They didn't want God in their lives. They 
didn't want to be reminded of things you should or shouldn't do or how you should live your life or how 
you should treat your neighbor or treat others. They weren't concerned with that. 

Is the world any different today? Is mankind, is the nature of mankind different? It's just the way 
mankind is. And that's the way it was then, except on steroids because of how long people were living. 
They wanted to be farther and farther away from God. And it all began when two tried to hide from God. 
Because it's that same spirit. You want to do your own thing, you disobey God, and then you don't really 
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want God around because this makes us uneasy, uncomfortable. And that's the way they were. They 
were ashamed and weren't able to deal with it. 

And after a while, shame goes away. People don't even have shame in many cases anymore. It goes 
away. But it can be a healthy thing in the beginning until you so destroy things in the mind, and you don't 
care at all, and your mind is so set on what you want to do and how you're doing, and you justify 
everything about it – which is the way of the world. Oh, incredible! 

That's the story in the beginning of Genesis all the way up to the flood as an incredible warning to 
mankind: judgment's coming; God is not going to tolerate it forever. It will still come to pass. 

Genesis 6:1—Now it came to pass that mankind, it says, began to multiply. So, it wasn't about 
beginning to multiply on the earth, but about something that had to do with profaning what God had 
instructed to be done differently. That's what it's about. Mankind's profanity, if you will, profaning God's 
way, multiplied on the earth. But they translate it differently because they don't understand, “Well, how 
could profane and polluting fit in there?” They couldn't understand that when they worked through this. 

And the words here, “to multiply,” it should be the word “many,” as a proper translation, especially in the 
context of what God is revealing here. 

Genesis 6:1—Now it came to pass that mankind profaned many on the face of the earth. It goes on to 
explain. It doesn't stop there. You have to look at the context of what it's talking about. And then 
translations, other translations go on to say, “and the daughters were born to them.” Again, it depends 
on how much you want to look into some of these things, but the word “to them,” it isn't even in the 
Hebrew. Sometimes when they translate things, they put their own ideas of what it's all about, and they 
miss what God is saying totally. 

There are some things to note here. Again, people, so-called scholars, have added punctuation and verse 
numbers and often break up the actual flow of scripture. Sometimes we don't recognize that when we're 
reading through something, and that's why it's so important to read things in their full context, because 
it might take a while. They didn't have punctuation and sentences like we do today. 

Mankind put in verse numbers and chapters, and sometimes by doing that it can change the flow of 
something to where you think something has changed that’s being spoken of. It’s kind of a trap in some 
regards. And so, sometimes these kinds of things actually end up obscuring what is actually being said. 
Then even words like “the,” or “a,” “and,” “of,” are sometimes inserted. It may not seem like a big deal, 
but sometimes they really are. “In the beginning.” That's where it starts. And you find out, well, where 
did they come up with that one, because in reality, a proper translation into the English language, it 
shouldn't be the word “the” at all. By context, it's talking about “a beginning.” Incredible. So, again here, 
the first sentence of scripture screwed up. Sometimes even the end of verses should be read right on 
into the next sentence, if you will, because there's more there oftentimes. 
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So again, Genesis 6:1—Now, it came to pass that mankind profaned many on the face of the earth. 
Daughters were born… It doesn't say “to them.” …and sons. But they try to make it different because of 
their idea of what God is saying here. And the reality is it’s just talking about this was a natural flow of 
time. They all had children, and there were sons and daughters – not just focusing in on daughters. 

Next, in Hebrew, the word “saw” follows the word “God.” So, a new sentence: God saw the daughters of 
mankind, “that they were,” it says “beautiful” or “good.” I'll tell you, some of the things that people 
think that this is talking about is so out there in left field that it's kind of mind-boggling what some have 
translated it as or what their explanation is of what this is talking about. 

“The sons of God.” They believe it's angels. Some of them talk about angels began to have relationships 
with women. Stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid! But that's what's taught by different groups. 
Incredible! It's not about being beautiful or fair. That's not what it's even talking about. But that's how 
it's translated by so many different translations. 

This is the same kind of expression that God used when He stated after creating different things, “He saw 
that it was good.” “God saw that it was good.” Sons and daughters being born and saw that it was good. 
That's what it's about. It wasn't a matter about the sons of God being separated from the daughters, and 
somehow this is a different subject than daughters being born, because it jumps to sons of God in how 
it's translated. I hope you are following along with what I’m saying here because it could be a little 
confusing because of the way things are translated. 

But they go together: Sons and daughters were being born. And it wasn't about sons of God, some 
angelic beings or whatever because we know that that's a bunch of hooey. That doesn't exist in the spirit 
realm, any type of life that's ever given or added or their ability to do so. 

So, that's just the way God created it to be. That's all it's saying. God created it so that all the people 
being born, these names that were being given, these descendants, they had wives, they had children, 
had sons and daughters. And in the beginning, as it started, God says, “This is good.” 

We can't imagine that, seeing the mind of God creating Adam and Eve. And then you have two sons that 
are born. We don't know how long it was before Cain killed Abel, but the process began. And finally, 
then, as things begin to level out a little more, Seth is born and begins to have children as well. And then 
God says, “This is good.” Because God's purpose in it all is for those who can be worked with to be 
brought into His Family. It's not about just human existence. For those living at this time, it was about 
their existence, and they lived a long time, and they got farther and farther and farther away from 
wanting anything to do with God. 

Verse 2—God saw the daughters of mankind, that they were good, and they were, speaking of 
mankind, taking wives. So, it's going through a process here that I've just talked about, or taking women 
as it is, actually, of all whom they chose. So, the fact that it started out that way, that it was good that 
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they had children, but then it just sums it up by saying this, this is what they were doing. “They took 
wives of all whom they wanted, of all whom they chose,” speaking of mankind, the men. 

So, the Eternal said, My spirit will not, as it says here, “strive,” but it's a word used of judgment, 
meaning “to rule or regulate in the sense of judgment,” “by way of judgment,” if you will, with mankind, 
talking about mankind. In other words, to have to give judgment upon mankind. Because why? 7,100 
years and it's going to be over with. He will for that length of time deal with mankind, but not always. 

He's showing here, “This is starting out; this nature's coming out, they're going farther and farther away 
from what I gave to them to do,” and these things that bothered God, to see that human beings could do 
this so quickly, so fast. 

He says, in essence here, So the Eternal said, my spirit will not... In essence, give judgment upon 
mankind forever. For they also are flesh (physical, temporary), yet their days will be one hundred 
twenty years. So very early on, God says, “This is the way it's going to be. This part's going to be 
changed.” And that didn't happen right away. We have a long way to go yet. 

But this is something that God stated very early on. “This is what's going to happen. Their days are only 
going to be 120 years, not several hundred years.” And then after that, it became three score and ten, 
whittled down even more, even though there are some who live still that long, close to it. 

So, it's so hard going through some of this in the beginning here because mistranslation just continues 
on here. And it's so important to see that God is just continuing with showing what mankind was really 
like as it was profaning or polluting His ways instead of turning more and more to Him. And it was never 
intended that men have more than one person to marry. And yet, this got really, really bad as they began 
to take anyone they wanted, is basically all it's talking about here. 

Genesis 6:4 here—There were giants in the earth in those days. I hate to keep going through this in this 
manner because it can be a little tedious for all listening, but there are things that people have taken in 
the world or that we sometimes can read through and not even think about what really is taking place or 
know what's taking place, what's being said.  

But again here, when it talks about giants, it's not the same word used over and over again later in 
scripture when it's talking about Goliath. It’s a different word; different words are being used. And this 
word is debated as to its actual meaning, as to whether or not it's about being “great skillful tyrants.” 
Different words that people have come up with of what's being explained, or even as “rebels.” Some 
even call it “apostates,” getting worse and worse in the sense of turning away from God. 

So, whatever its exact translation, it most certainly has to do with the context of what God is saying 
about how bad mankind was becoming. And the more likely meaning that fits the context and other 
translations in Hebrews, if you put it all together, is that there were those from among mankind who had 
lived for so long that they had become, again, “exceedingly skillful as tyrants or oppressors.” That's really 
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the context of some of what it's talking about here. I can't imagine how bad people were, how evil, how 
far the mind had gone. 

That's why we really have to grasp what God told later on about what human beings had done with their 
minds. They had destroyed the minds that God had given to them. They lived so long, and they’d 
become so evil in their thinking. And how can you work with a mind like that? And the reality was God 
judged He wasn't going to anymore, and He wanted mankind to understand that and what we'd be like if 
we lived longer as human beings, what the earth would be like. We wouldn't have lived this long. We 
wouldn't have lasted 6,000 years. Anyway, another subject. 

Verse 4—It had come to pass… I feel this is the best translation: skillful tyrants. Not “giants.” They'd 
become great because of how oppressive they were and the power they used in that oppression. You 
know, when you become exceedingly wealthy, and you don't have a right mind, people use things to 
their advantage to grow greater, to grow stronger, to oppress others. Nations are like that in many 
regards, have been throughout history. 

It had come to pass skillful tyrants were on the earth in those days from early, it says, as the time of 
Seth. That was 235 years into the story. Only 235 years into the story. And you think it got better as they 
lived hundreds of years longer? No, it got worse and worse and worse. 

It had come to pass skillful tyrants were on the earth in those days, and even afterward, when the 
sons (it's not “of”) from God… See, just one word can change the meaning of something in how you're 
thinking. That which God had given to mankind came in to the daughters of mankind, and they had 
begotten children to them, those were the mighty who were of old, men of renowned names.  

You have someone who lives 700, 800 years, and they've accumulated incredible wealth by this time, 
incredible power that goes along with that, servants, people who worked for them. Because this is what 
happens, and then to oppress others with that power and might? This was the mind of people. 

And so indeed, those with the greater names, those with the lineages that were there in that regard, 
who had lived for so long – if you still had Adam living, if you still had the different children at different 
points in time here that lived hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years. It's hard for us to 
understand that. This country hasn't been here that long. And what if George was still alive, and different 
ones? We wouldn't have all these constitutional battles. Well, we still would. Of some of the ones who 
began and who wrote it, they could tell them, “No, this is what was intended!” And they'd have their 
own arguments. But anyway. 

And then it just goes on to tell the story here. It's a condensed form of a story that is evil, and about evil, 
and about how fast it grew on the earth. 

Verse 5—The Eternal saw the evil of mankind was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of their heart was only evil continually. That's why it's hard to grasp how minds were after 
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living hundreds of years. You talk about being set in the mind, and you so despise, don't want God in 
your life; you want to do your own thing. You are doing your own thing. You're oppressing, you're 
hurting, killing. All the things that went on in society that happened then, that happen now; it's the way 
mankind was. And God says, “Their heart is only on evil continually.” It's the way they are. It's their 
minds.  

Verse 6—Then the Eternal was sorrowful that He had made mankind on the earth. It expresses it 
differently in different translations, but being God, looking down on your creation, seeing what they are 
and what they are doing, it's not going to make you happy. It's going to make you sorrowful inside. It's 
going to hurt, and that's the way it was with God. 

It wasn't a matter of “repenting of making mankind.” Because God had a purpose in creating mankind, 
and He was going to see it through to the end, and He's going to have a Family, and He has a plan for 
how He's going to accomplish that Family. It was set out before mankind was ever created. But He 
establishes a stage in the very beginning to show everyone what human beings are like, and especially 
without God in their life, and giving them more life, how much worse they will become, to where after a 
while, the best thing to do – let it be destroyed. Let all life be destroyed and start anew in that respect, 
exactly as God did. Awesome. 

Then the Eternal was sorrowful that He had made mankind on the earth, and He was grieved in His 
heart. So the Eternal said, I will destroy, “blot out,” as the word is, mankind, whom I have created from 
the face of the earth, both mankind and animals, moving creatures and birds of the air, for I am full of 
sorrow that I have made them. Not, again, this attitude or thinking sometimes of how things are 
translated, like He wished He had never made them. No, not at all. It's just a painful period to live 
through. 

We live in a period of time that's painful to live through. The closer you are to God, the more painful it is 
as you see what's happening, things that are happening in this country that I would never have believed 
15, 20 years ago if you told me that it would be that way today, that it could be that way at all. 
Incredible. 

What's happening in different parts of the world, attitudes, thinking, technology and what it's doing to 
young people, what it's doing to people, period, and how it's being misused and accelerating this matter 
of the distortion of the human mind, evil, making things possible that in the millennia before that were 
impossible, but now are possible, faster, quicker, more evil, spread more quickly, powerful weapons, 
destruction, people living with that. 

“For I'm full of sorrow that I have made them.” So, in other words, just the opposite of “I'm happy that 
I've made them. I am excited that I made them.” The greatest of excitement has come when God's 
worked with different ones and just focused upon them, and then the Church. And then a few, a very few 
in all the population of the earth where God is excited in what He's creating. Beautiful. 
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Verse 8, coming all the way down then. And that's what it's doing, it's going through this very quickly, 
and finally, in Genesis 6:8, it begins to zero in on a different facet of time toward the very end. 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Eternal. This is a genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, 
perfect in his generations. In the sense of desiring God and God's way of life and believing God. That's a 
choice. He chose to believe those things that he'd heard, those things that had been passed down. 

Noah walked with God. He looked to God. He did just the opposite of what the population had done in 
profaning and turning farther and farther away from God. He turned to God, believed God. God was 
working with him. 

What an incredible thing—because this is the truth—after all this time, finally, one person with whom 
God could work in all the earth. That's how bad it was. One person that could be drawn out of all of that 
to be worked with to accomplish what needed to be accomplished. 

Now, Noah begot three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Verse 11—The earth was corrupt. The Hebrew also is “to destroy.” The way of mankind, what they had 
done, even to their own minds. …before God. 

The earth was corrupt before God. So, was it the ground, the water, the trees? No, it's about mankind. 
They were corrupt. It was the way of man, and they had become corrupt on the earth, destroying what 
God had given to them. What God gives to us is this. Life, yes, but it's what we do with it that counts. It's 
how we think about it that counts. 

…and the earth was filled with violence or wrong. Everything that was being done, in that respect, was 
wrong. It was against God because it was against God's way, which produces violence and is violent. 

So, God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupted. The way of man had become corrupted. 
For all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. The exact same thing Lucifer did. He corrupted his 
way, what God had given to him, by choosing a different way. He corrupted this, his mind, and his 
changed forever because of spirit composition. Incredible to understand and know those things. 

Human beings, well, they can corrupt themselves so much to a point by choices, by wrong choices, the 
same thing's going to happen in so many cases. Will they ever want God? So many never will. That 
period of time, it's going to end up being for many an existence, and they had several hundred years of 
existence, and they'll have a little more existence, and then it's all over with. That's the end of the story. 

You think a lot of them will turn to God? Can that mind change and turn to God? Will it want it? That's 
what it comes down to. Will it want to after having lived a certain way and thinking a certain way for so 
long, and what happens to the mind? It's a precious thing God gives us as human beings, this mind. 
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That's why it'd be good to look at what happened to Satan, to Lucifer. Let's turn over to Ezekiel 28. 
Because that's what we're to learn from all these things. Lucifer, hundreds of years of mankind, how long 
they lived and what they did to their minds, destroying what God had given to them. 

Ezekiel 28:13—You were in Eden. So, some read through these things and have a tough time with it in 
the world. …of the garden of God. Is about Adam and Eve? No. This is something that happened perhaps 
millions, billions, or even trillions of years before this, before mankind. 

“You were in Eden.” It's a word that means “the delight,” “the pleasure of God.” It's what it's about. It's 
about the meaning of the word and what God had done. He created an angelic realm, and the height of 
that was God, His throne, and those three beings that were created to be in the height of God's 
government, because all three were intended to be there. They had that before them, if you will. 

God made one greater than all the rest, and God knew what would happen in time by giving free choice. 
He didn't cause them to. They had every opportunity, but it's a process that, through time, would 
change. God knew these things. 

Every precious stone covered or as it is adorned you. We don't grasp and comprehend what that's fully 
about on the spirit plane. The sardius, the topaz, the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, the jasper, the 
sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. They didn't exist yet in the beginning, in this beginning of 
the angelic realm when he was created. So, there's something about this in the spirit realm that God 
created, things that are described in Revelation that we can't grasp and comprehend. But what is 
awesome is to understand that even the physical becomes more exciting even to the angelic realm, to 
those who remain faithful to God. But anyway. 

The workmanship of your… We used to believe and have the teaching that it says “timbrels,” and some 
translated it this way. It was as though somehow it had to do with music and he has this great ability 
with music, as it were, and it's really not what it's saying. It's a word for “bezel” or “a mounting of 
precious stones.” Whatever that means on a spirit plane for him, I don't know what it is. But this is what 
God says about it, “This is what you had.” 

So, we can only equate something on a physical realm with something that's spirit that we don't really 
grasp. But this is how it's being described to us because this is the only way we can even begin to have 
an appreciation of something being said here. 

The workmanship of your bezel or mounting, it says, “and pipes,” and that's not even a word in Hebrew 
for any of this. It's a word that means basically “a socket” or “a groove; the hollow.” So, if you look at a 
ring or something of that nature and you recognize how it's made, this is kind of what it's talking about. 
How he was adorned, how precise and precious it was, and the things that he had adorning him in his 
life, in his spirit life as an archangel. 
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It was prepared on the day of your creation. You were the anointed cherub who covers. Only three of 
them who were to cover, as it were, showing here in that respect on a spirit plane and in a matter of 
government, the throne of God. That's what it pictures – power, authority, government. 

I established you so. You were on the holy mountain of God. We know what mountains are about. 
Government. The holy mountain is God's government and what He established within the angelic realm 
are things we don't fully comprehend. But again, divided up as it was. Responsibilities, duties, things that 
were to be done in the universe that we don't grasp and comprehend, that could have taken trillions of 
years. We don't know. 

You walked back and forth in the midst of the fiery stones. It's about the angelic realm. You were 
perfect in your ways from the day that you were created until iniquity was found in you. The height, 
really the height within the angelic realm of all the angels, even above the other two cherubs. He was 
given more. 

By the abundance of your merchandise… A word for trading, usually as a matter of communication and 
ideas and thoughts and different things that are done. Anyway. …you became filled with violence. That 
same word we had back earlier here in Genesis. …filled with violence within, and you sinned. 

To turn against God is a violent thing, and it creates violence in the sense of that which works against 
God and God's purpose and God's way of life. It doesn't produce anything that's good. It just produces 
what's evil. And so, God made this clear with him, and for us and for all mankind what he chose to do, 
what Lucifer chose to do from the very beginning. 

And some of the same kind of language then is used about mankind in Genesis because mankind went 
the same way; destroyed the mind because of choices, because of choosing to profane God, to turn 
against God, to not look to God, to turn away from God, to not want God in one's life. That's really the 
way, as a whole, the world is. 

One of the greatest battles that people have when they're being called into the Church, you're going to 
turn toward it or away from it. And in most cases, people turn away from it. You know why? Because it 
means a huge change in life. It means you're going to have to make a huge change in your life from your 
ways, from your family, from your friends. You're going to be different from everybody else. And you 
learn after a while, they don't think the same way. They don't really want to hear too much about what 
you believe anymore. It's like, “You have really gone south, you know, you really have become strange.” 
And after a while, they don't even want to be around you. 

These are good things to remember if you were called out of the world. Because I remember our family 
one time getting together not too long after being called. And I think it was even before I was baptized or 
somewhere close in that area, and a lot of family was there gathered together: grandma, aunts, some 
cousins. And they knew something was going on, so we started talking about it. I started talking about it 
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a lot and unloaded the whole truckload on them as much as I could, about everything I could. Everything 
I knew to that point. 

And they were fascinated because they knew me. “This is a change! What is this?” I mean, that had to be 
in the mind because of the response they had. But I'll tell you what, after that, when they had time to go 
off and think, things changed. Our relationship changed. They really weren't that excited about hearing 
about anything anymore and were kind of uncomfortable. If we were around, it became a very 
uncomfortable environment. We experience that kind of thing because there's a big separation there. 

But a big thing in our calling when God has called so many through time in the last 2,000 years, and our 
experience through Philadelphia and on, is that so often people can't go over those hurdles at all 
because it's Christmas, it's family, it's whatever, Sunday, if people are doing that. I wasn't; it wasn't part 
of my life. But anyway, different ones, you know, things people did. Job. No longer are you going to be 
able to work Friday nights any longer or Saturday. 

Money. Income. This is a big change in families. And back then, first tithe. Second tithe? Third tithe?! 
30% every third year? Forget about that seventh one, the year of, you know, you get total reprieve and 
starting again. That's a shock for a lot of people, and they can't make it through it. It takes a real 
determination and conviction if you're going to go through that and do what God says. 

So, human nature is one that doesn't want God in their life because it's seen as way too hard, too 
restrictive, too oppressive. “Blessed? No, I'm going to lose 20% right away! Maybe more because 
Saturday is a big day for money coming in.” So, this is what people go through in the world when they're 
called out of it. Human nature. And something we should understand very deeply and never forget what 
we went through to be where we are. 

By the abundance of your trading (your merchandise), you have become filled with violence within, 
and you sinned. Therefore, as a profane thing, I cast you out of the mountain of God. Proper 
translation. “Therefore, as a profane thing.” Profane, that word – to turn against God, to profane God, to 
profane the way of God. Satan started doing that. He started profaning. Things he'd talk about with the 
rest of the angelic realm, things he would say and do that were more and more against God and what 
God was saying should be done, they knew what was happening and they had to make choices. Two-
thirds, you know, you think, they chose to continue on and to ignore him. A third? Incredible. He had 
sway over because he'd been around them for and over them for a long, long, long time. 

You know, I saw that happen over and over again within the Church with ministers. They turned away 
from, in this case, teaching that was coming from headquarters from Herbert Armstrong and began to 
teach other things, a little bit here, a little bit there. And the longer they'd been in an area, the greater 
sway they had a little bit at a time, Sabbath by Sabbath by Sabbath. And after a time, sometimes an 
entire church then would follow, or churches would follow them. It's the exact same thing repeated over 
and over again through time. Started right here. 
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I have cast you out of the mountain of God. No longer in government, no longer in the government of 
God, no longer having anything to do with God, period. And I will destroy you. Isn't that amazing? And I 
will destroy you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. Now, even though this was 
written a long, long time ago, I don't believe by any measure whatsoever that he believed or understood 
what was being said. I don't believe that was given to him until modern time. 

But to equate it to what he understood, he was, in that sense, removed from the rest of the angelic 
realm and restricted here on earth, as it were, later on, whenever that all took place, things that we 
don't grasp and comprehend. 

You think of all the time, all the time that went by. We don't know how long the earth was as it was 
before God came along and began to reshape everything and prepare it for life again. But He had 
rebelled against God all this time, going way, way back, but power was taken from him, and yet still 
having power at the time he destroyed the earth. But after that, how long was it when they had no 
power in the sense of what they were doing before that? Incredible. Things that we're going to learn as 
time goes along that are dumbfounding, really. 

And I will destroy you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. Your heart was lifted up 
(pride) because of your beauty. “Because of how you saw yourself.” The more a person understands 
things about pride and human nature… some of the greatest damage ever done in God's Church has 
been because of pride – people lifted up with the self-importance and what they believed that they had, 
that the Church didn't have, or that Herbert Armstrong didn't have, or I didn't have, or whatever, and 
began to think they had other ideas and things that were being revealed to them that were different. 

God doesn't work that way. And there's a process and a means by how God does work, and it's 
something we have to become deeply convicted in. Incredible. God lets us go through these things in 
order to learn. But this has gone on for so, so, so long. But He lets us witness these things so that we can 
come to hate them and to recognize when it starts happening in the slightest way, it should be 
something that repulses us. 

That's why I've told some of the stories that I have of things that have happened. When people get 
excited about and arguing over who brings the cookies, who's going to park the cars, who's going to have 
that important position because it's looked up to. Who's going to be the greeter at the door? Because 
before we might have had 300, 400 in the congregation, 500 in the congregation, so there were those 
who greeted people that came in.  

But it's like, if you're an established congregation and no one's being called, do we have to have 
someone greeting specifically as a job? It's like, this is a big job, to be at the door, to greet people when 
they come through the door! I'm sorry, but I like to get worked up over this a little bit because that's how 
bad it was. Making something really important. You think…? You’re from there to become a deacon or a 
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deaconess, and from there to become an elder, and from there to become whatever. Sick, sick, sick. Let 
God do His work in His way and yield yourself to the process. 

Then it goes on to say, “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty,” because of the way you see 
yourself, the way you think. That's what happens to people. They begin to think self-importance. “I know 
what's right here.” 

You corrupted… The same word that’s used in Genesis 6 about mankind. Mankind's corruption. “You 
corrupted your wisdom,” which is about this: the word, the mind, the thought, the thinking, where 
everything comes from, a precious thing that God gives us. And if this is corrupted and it begins to 
profane and turn against God? 

So, He told him, said of him anyway, of Lucifer, Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty. You 
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. Lifting self up to be seen by others as important 
and how important they were. And he thought it was so great that he believed that he should have all 
the angelic realm under him as God, as in charge of all. That's the way he saw himself, that he deserved 
that. He so turned against God and the way of God and was so lifted up that he believed that about 
himself, that he should have that power and authority and honor as he saw it. Incredible. 

Going back to Genesis 6:11, these two verses again. The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth 
was filled with violence. So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupted. For all flesh had 
corrupted its way on the earth. It wasn't God's way, their own way. And they were corrupted in it, in the 
mind, the choosing and the choices that were being made, the way of mankind. 

Now, God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come before me, for the earth is filled with violence 
before me. That's what the words mean. Behold, I will destroy (same word, “corrupt, destroy”) them 
with the earth. A flood. “They destroyed what I gave to them. They've destroyed their minds. They've 
become corrupt in their thinking and what I've given to mankind, choosing a different way, not my way, 
so I'll use the earth to corrupt them, to destroy them, because they've already been destroying 
themselves.” 

Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark and cover it inside and outside with 
pitch. Now, this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits and the 
width fifty cubits and the height thirty cubits. And you shall make a window for the ark. And you shall 
finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark on its side. You shall make it with lower, second, 
and third levels. So, we read through this very quick description of something that we don't know much 
about. 

Now behold, I myself will bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy from under heaven all flesh in 
which is the breath of life. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you shall go unto the ark, you, your sons, your wife, your sons' wives with you. So, this is 
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after they've been born, obviously, and after they had their wives, received their wives in their lives, and 
He's saying, this is all that's going to go into the ark of mankind. 

And of every living thing of the flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive 
with you. They shall be male and female, of the birds after their kind, animals after their kind, and 
every creeping thing—"moving thing,” really, is what it is—on the earth after its kind. Two of every kind 
will come into the ark for you to keep alive. Even you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, 
and you shall gather it to yourself, and it shall be food for you and for them. 

So, again, had to be a certain amount of time in here for sure, a good length of time. This isn't something 
to be done overnight and organized quickly. When they say a few months, I can't swallow that one, but a 
few years, maybe. I don't know. A lot of work, though, no matter how you do it. 

But the world pooh-paws it. It's like it's a nice story about a flood that took place, and most people 
around the world really don't believe this, not in traditional Christianity even, that it means everything 
that it says or as it's written, that there really was an ark.  

Thus Noah did according to all that God commanded him, so he did. Pretty important. He did exactly 
what God gave him to do. That's what everyone wants to do: to do exactly what God says to do. To 
realize this is what life is all about. This is where the fullness of life comes from, doing things exactly the 
way God says to do them. Because it produces life, it gives and sustains life, and that's what it did for 
them. Lessons to be learned. 

At this point, it'd be good to look at what some other scriptures have to say here about Noah, or that 
record about him in that respect. Hebrews, let's turn over to Hebrews 11. 

Hebrews 11:5—By faith, Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death. In other words, no one 
killed him. That's what it's about. Some think that he was taken away up into heaven, Enoch and Elijah. 
No, they were taken to different areas, both of them, away from others who wanted to kill them. …and 
was not found. Because if he was able to be found, the same thing would happen. Because it's the same 
old story that's happened through time, those who want to kill and destroy those who are of God. …
because God had taken him. 

…and was not found because God had taken him. For before he was taken, he had this testimony that 
he pleased God. So again here, God protected him. That's what it's about. The favor that God gave to 
him and he had this witness in his life. 

But without faith… And so, that's what this is about. It's about believing God, doing things the way God 
says. God will take care of His. It's a matter of faith. It's a matter of belief that goes along with all the 
other things we are given to believe. 
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But without faith, it's impossible to please Him. So, it's a matter of believing what God says and then 
choosing to live by it. That's what faith is: a trust and reliance on what God has given us to believe. That's 
what Noah did, and that's what others who have lived certain lives, who are called by God, worked with 
by God, have to make choice to do. It's what you've had to do. 

For without faith, it's impossible to please Him. We can't believe God in part of the things that He gives. 
It's a matter of believing everything at any particular time of what God has given. And then the choice, 
there's only one choice: to live by it or not. We can't pick and choose what parts to live by. Some may 
want to choose two-thirds of it to live by. “I can do that, but I've got these other things over here that I 
want to do.” Because that's what people do too. 

For he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. Beautiful. So, we diligently seek God, we do things the way God says, we're blessed indeed, 
powerfully so. 

Verse 7—By faith Noah, being warned by God of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 
an ark. And we have “prepared” in our name in the sense of what defines us, preparing for what's 
coming next, looking forward to it, wanting it, desiring it, seeing the earth and mankind and the way 
mankind has become, and wanting to see Joshua return finally, to know that we're living at that time, 
the end of an age. It’s an awesome thing. 

…prepared an ark for the saving of his household by which he condemned the world. So, by his actions 
showing here that he agreed with God. And that's the most important thing of all. Oneness with God, 
agreement with God, not disagreement with God. It's an agreement with God. And then living by it, 
choose to live by it, and this is what he chose. “By which He condemned the world.” In other words, 
agreed with God's judgment. God's first. 

…and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. So, this is before Abraham when it 
talks about the same thing. But it's the process, because it's the process whereby we're able to be 
delivered, where God works with us. To believe God, to live by that, a matter of faith, and God accounts 
that to us for righteousness. Awesome! Because we're not. We draw closer to God, we learn more about 
God, we desire to live by His ways and learn more in whatever age that people have lived through. It's a 
beautiful thing. Choices, choices, choices. 

Finally, 2 Peter. We'll end here today. 2 Peter 2:1—But there were also false prophets among the 
people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
“heresies,” it's talking about here, but really a word that has to do with opinions, chosen opinions, as it 
talks about, what they take into their own minds and their thinking. 

So again here, something that's been ongoing forever in that respect. And talking about, especially 
within the Church over the past 2,000 years, a word that's used in a way that has been difficult in a 
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process that we've even had to go through to understand what a prophet is in the New Testament 
especially, and it's to tell of those things that are written of old that God inspires or gives, and present 
truth, and then those are refined as time goes along. 

But this is in a context here of those who come along and, in essence, believe that they're worked with 
by God and teach something different. All the ministers within the Church who have come along and 
taught something different from what Herbert Armstrong taught during Philadelphia and on into even 
the period of Laodicea, all those who began to teach something different than what they had been given 
and what they had been taught, all believed, in essence, that this was of God. Most, that's how people 
think, that they've been given something to see and understand is from God. That's what the mind has 
to deceive itself into believing. 

“Even as there will be false teachers.” Same thing. It's what people want to talk about or say about 
certain things that are different from what God has given. That's what the context of all this is. 

…who will secretly bring in… It means “by craft,” if you will, kind of a crafty manner in the way it's done. 
Sometimes secretly, this is kind of how it begins. Even within the Church, that's how these things have 
happened: a little bit here and a little bit there. 

I think of one individual. It was an evangelist who was noted for his very high IQ—not Dr. Hoeh, another 
one—and would give sermons that would seem so right. And at the very end, there was a hook where it 
was twisted and distorted in the context of something that was true up to that point in time. And people 
didn't grasp it, what was there that he was giving, and so many were deceived by that. An individual who 
went with Garner Ted. But anyway, don't need to talk about him. 

But the same sort of process of what they went through, how people work with others. Cunning, crafty, 
to deceive, that's the purpose of it, to turn away from God, to turn to their way, to their ideas, to what 
they think is right. Destructive. 

…even denying the Lord who bought them. And that's the worst thing of all – to come to a point where 
people can be lifted up so high in what they think about how they should be living or what they should 
be doing that is right before God, or just not even caring, but at least at that part there, to deceive others 
if that's their goal and purpose, and forgetting Joshua and the truth that was given to them. And then to 
begin turning against some of those kinds of things is the most heinous thing of all. 

…and bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways. That's what 
we've seen through the Church. That's what our history has been. That's all I've seen from Philadelphia 
on, especially through Laodicea and leading up to the Apostasy. 

“And many will follow their destructive ways.” It's almost like it's the more popular thing. Isn't that crazy? 
That which is something different. And people, because of human nature, and if they let down, which 
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happened during Laodicea, become lukewarm, then it's easier to gravitate to something different, 
something that's said. 

It's the exact same thing but done in a different manner as what's happening in places like New York and 
Seattle and different cities right now that are taking place. And it sounds so good. It sounds so much 
better than what they've had. And they have no idea what they're doing, but they have these ideas of 
free rent, free housing, free transportation, free groceries, free everything. It's an absolute insanity. And 
it's just a little bit at a time, but after a while it gains momentum. 

This is the kind of craziness. This is the mind of a being that did this a long time ago. But human beings 
do the same thing. This is what it tends to. And it's happened within the Church over and over and over 
again. Things we're to learn and learn from and never forget. 

“…and follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be spoken of in an evil 
manner.” Like the major thing that helped us in the beginning where God worked with us: a strong 
foundation on Passover. Absolutely stronger than it ever has been at that point in time. Awesome! All 
you needed was three scriptures, but God gave us a lot more to have a stronger foundation because 
there were so many out there that were teaching something different. “15th. The Jews. They have to 
have something there that's right, so that must be it's really more the 15th than it is the 14th. We can 
start on the 14th, but it really goes into the 15th.” 

All you can do is shake your head in disbelief that such things could even happen. But that has deceived 
vast thousands of people worldwide. Incredible. 

By covetousness, they will exploit you in deceptive words. “Fabricated narratives” is what it's about. 
Fabricated narratives, a way to deceive. …whose long-time judgment, which is about a verdict against 
them in essence, has not been idle. In other words, this may seem like they're getting by with 
something, but they don't. It's not delayed, it's not inactive, it's still there. …and their destruction does 
not fall asleep, as the scripture said. 

For if God did not spare the angels who sin… And so, when I read something like this, I can't help but 
think about Herbert Armstrong and what he used to go through and show the different rebellions, 
always starting with the one here about Lucifer. Then later on building up to the point about, you know, 
Adam and Eve, and then Israel and what they did. Thankfully, he never saw what happened to the 
Church. 

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to tartarus… In other words, the 
place of restraint, spirit restraint. …and were delivered into chains of darkness to be reserved for 
judgment (the execution of judgment); and did not spare the ancient world… So, it just builds upon it. 
Herbert Armstrong's words – just build upon it more and more, showing the seriousness of choices. 
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But saved Noah “of the eighth” or “the eighth…” Now, that's kind of something here that's been a little 
different here because some believe that this is talking about there were eight that were saved out of 
the flood and believe that's what that's fully about. But it also says some things about Enoch in scripture 
that we talked about a little bit. But coming about full circle just this week, going into it a little deeper, 
realizing that it really points out in a very strong way the genealogy of Enoch. And I can't remember the 
exact generation, but I think it's maybe the fifth generation coming down from Adam, and it speaks of a 
particular period of time for him being in front of Noah, in essence. 

So, it's like we skip this time from Enoch, all the way up to Noah, and that was it, those who preached 
God's way of life. You think, so few? We don't know who some of the others might have been, because 
it's not recorded, but indeed it does, in every way indicate, very powerfully so, by putting all those 
scriptures together, that Noah was the eighth. And you think, I thought, maybe it's just within the one 
handful. But God makes it very clear by putting the rest of those scriptures together that no, it comes 
down to this. It wasn't about the numbers that went on the ark; it's about who they were. And we'll go 
through some of those verses later on. 

But again, But saved Noah, the eighth, a preacher of righteousness. One of eight. Isn't that amazing? 
1,656 years and only eight people who walked with God, who desired God, who taught God's way. Mind-
boggling. It really is mind-boggling. 

Bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly. Also, turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example of those who afterward would live 
ungodly. And so, God gives these examples for the purpose of what it talks about judgment. It doesn't 
linger; it's going to happen. Of all beings, I'm sure that Lucifer is one who has thought that things were 
lingering and wouldn't go all the way to the point that it has until God revealed to him through the 
Church that no, his end is coming. Awesome.
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