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We've been covering a series entitled 1,656 Years: The Way of Mankind. This is Part 4.
Again, what an incredible process we've been going through, that God has been showing us here, the way of mankind, what we're like, what our nature is like. Something God wants us to understand and comprehend deep inside, something that they will come to understand more deeply during the Millennium, obviously, and the Great White Throne. But God has been giving it now toward the very end here because Joshua is about to return to this earth.
And so, there's so much that's being revealed in order to set up everything for the Millennium and for those that are going to come along and for those in the Great White Throne who are going to have opportunity to finally make a choice that God gives them, grants them. But to understand there are going to be a lot who just aren't going to choose it because of mankind, the way we are, our nature. It's not a small thing. It's a very difficult and hard process to go through fighting against this nature.
Especially, I think of these who lived for so long, hundreds of years, to think what mankind was like. God let them live that long. We are to learn from that process. And it’s kind of hard, I think, for human beings to grasp this even within the Church, especially in times past, because there's kind of always this concept that in the future, in the Millennium, in the Great White Throne, it’s a time of great salvation.
And it is a time of great salvation, but the idea was that there are going to be so many here that are going to choose God's way of life and God's Family will be there. And the reality is it was never intended to be all of mankind. God knew what He was creating. God knew what He was creating when He created the angelic realm, and especially when He gave one being the greatest power of all, the greatest abilities of all, of the archangels, and God knew within time what would take place because of that. And it's hard for us sometimes to comprehend, especially knowing that it may have taken millions – we don't know – billions of years before he finally came to that point. But it was inevitable.
God didn't force him to, God didn't make him do it, but that's what happens, and there are lessons to be learned from that. Same thing with mankind. Mankind was given life, but it was never intended that they would choose Him. Because God knows not all of mankind would choose Him; not all of mankind would want Him because of that nature that He was going to give to mankind from the very beginning.
Because of being created physical, what an incredible thing to understand, that we're just naturally selfish. That's how a baby starts growing, and then we just become more proficient at it as time goes on, more selfishness as time goes on. It's a deep, deep nature rooted deep within our minds. That's what the miracle is of God's holy spirit coming into our minds and then our choosing that way of life and then going through this process of transformation. It takes a lot of time. It's not something that can happen overnight.
That's why I marvel going back to the time when we were in Houston, Texas, in a church there of about 600 people. A young man had just been baptized. I think he was 19, somewhere in there, killed in a car wreck two weeks after baptism. And people were trying to console one another and talk about how great it's going to be when he's resurrected and in the God Family. No, he will not be resurrected in the God Family. And that's where things kind of began in that respect, of questioning and thinking, how is that possible in two weeks' time to grow, and to mature? And the reality is one can't. It takes a long time of God working with us, with our minds.
And so, again, we have this selfish nature from the very beginning. God made it very clear there are two trees, there are two ways of life. There's one that's called good and evil. Because of mankind's nature, we choose, we decide what's good and evil, or to be able to make the choice of God's way of life that is good. Because He established what is good. Incredible.
And so, the lessons even to be learned from that, the two trees that were there in the Garden of Eden, symbolic of, in that respect, of that which God was going to place before mankind within time, that everyone would have that choice. But not everyone's going to make that choice. Again, God knows. God understands. He gave life, but how we use it, that's up to us. And even in the Great White Throne that's going to be up to each individual.
So, we were in 2nd Peter here. We're going back there and read some of this again where we left off. 2 Peter 2:1. Because a lot of this, about that first period of time, was the importance of judgment, of learning about judgment. That there is judgment, there is reckoning for the choices we make. We can't blame anyone else. That's something that's very difficult for human beings, even with people in different problems and difficulties in life and counseling and things that go on; it's very hard for people to understand that they're in control, each one of us, of what's in our mind, of what we allow into our mind, of how we think about others.
It's no one else's fault for the wrong choices we make. It's only ours. And it's very difficult for people to own that, to own their choices. And that's what this first period of time is all about, in many regards, is there is judgment. God brought it to a point in time at the end of this period, all life except for a few, a handful.
2 Peter 2:1—But there will also be false prophets. Again, this word having to do with interpretation.
It's amazing how strongly this is embedded in people's minds through Philadelphia, because that's all we knew. And even in Laodicea, that was a mess. But the concept of what a prophet is, and the reality is, there are those that God did work with in a unique way where He gave them to write various things, to record various things of things they didn't even understand or know.
Daniel didn't know what he was writing. He wanted to know more, and God just basically said, “Shut the book, Daniel. That's done. It's over with. That's all you're going to be given, just what's written there.” That's the way it's been for a long, long time.
But later on, it became a matter of something that it’s a matter of inspired interpretation. In other words, God has to be in it. So, someone can come along and determine what God has said, which is what has happened in traditional Christianity (also within the Church), or say that God had given that to someone or given it to them or whatever, or they have this understanding that comes from God.
And so, it goes on to say, Even as there will be false teachers… So, it's the matter about being false because it's not of God. It's either the truth, it comes from the truth, or it's based upon the truth, or it isn't. That doesn't mean there's perfection. There never has been in God's Church, in anything that's ever been taught, starting with the twelve apostles, going through with Paul. There are things they didn't grasp. No one can grasp it all, except for what God gives them at that particular time. But the truth, things about Joshua, on and on it goes. Awesome, awesome, awesome.
So, it talks about these who will secretly bring in… Well, the word has to do with a cunningness about them in a wrong way, in other words, not a good way, obviously. They'll bring in destructive, as it says here, heresies. But that's kind of a bad way of translating this. It has to do with their opinions, literally chosen opinions that they've chosen for themselves in order to capture or to take others. In other words, to get others to agree with them – that's the goal.
…even denying the Lord who bought them. Speaking of the life of Joshua and how they were purchased, that God gave of His Son, that Joshua gave of himself in order to fulfill the Passover. …and bring upon themselves swift destruction. So, it doesn't happen right away. Just like when God told Adam and Eve, if you eat, you're going to die. If you don't obey, you're going to die. Well, that didn't happen right away, and that's how people think. And they did this so they can go do other things, and they begin to, time goes by and that’s how the mind works. God's making it very clear here it will happen; it comes to pass. Everyone must answer for their own choices.
And many will follow their destructive ways. It's just the way of human nature. Even in the Church, that's what it's talking about here. There are going to be people who bring in things that are false. They're going to teach things that are false. As I mentioned about Dr. Hoeh teaching in Ambassador College, things about 14/15th Passover, when he knew better in the sense of knowing that that didn't agree with what God's apostle, Herbert Armstrong, had taught him in Ambassador College or in the literature. It's very clear.
“And many will follow,” incredible, “their destructive ways.” It leads to destruction. That's what God wants us to understand – the end; there is an end if we don't choose what is right. His way, not our way.
…because of whom the way of truth will be spoken of in an evil manner. It's an evil manner because it's evil to speak against God's truth. And just like the 14/15th Passover, that's evil. People have been deceived by that.
…whose long-time judgment… It's a word that has to do with the verdict against them because that's what happens if someone chooses a different way. Just like Adam and Eve from the very beginning, there's a verdict that's already been established, a judgment that's there because of their actions. And because of what they chose to do, death was going to follow. It's not talking about just physical death; it's talking about a judgment… unless repented of, in the manner we understand that God has given to us.
And it says, this verdict, in essence, this judgment has not been idle. It's not been delayed. It's not inactive. In other words, it's still in motion; it's just a matter of time. For a lot, it's going to be in the Great White Throne, at the end of the Great White Throne. …and their destruction does not fall asleep. In other words, it's going to happen unless repentance takes place.
Verse 4—For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to tartarus (is the word)… In other words, a place of restraint spiritually. A spirit restraint that was given to the angelic realm, not having the kind of power that they had before. It's hard for us to grasp and comprehend the kind of power that God gave to them, to the angelic realm. And then all that power that was taken away that they had exercised for billions and billions and trillions of years. Incredible. And so, there were those, a third of the angels, including Lucifer, who that power was taken away from.
Because we don't even understand what happened between the time of the destruction that he caused with the earth. And all that time, there was a long period of time. We don't know exactly how long by any measure. It could have been several millions of years and all that period of time that went by. So where were they? They weren't given the kind of power to continue on. Once the earth was destroyed, God began to take those things away and gave restraint to them. They weren't allowed to continue to use that power in a wrong way. What happened? Tartarus? We don't know fully.
And so, it goes on to say here, and did not spare the ancient world, which is where we are in this series of sermons to show what takes place, what took place after 1656 years. God's judgment.
…but saved Noah, the eighth. This is a difficult one because there are things here we still don't know fully. Because if you look at the lineage here, what is he, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight. Hmm. Eighth generation. So, he's the eighth generation; he's one of eight that went into the ark. A preacher, we don't know?
It says of Enoch in Jude 1:14, it says, And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of those, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints. So here it's showing that even back then, this matter of tens of thousands. God revealed later on in Revelation, it was a long time before He revealed it, 144,000 to be exact. That's when the first come along, which this is speaking of here in this case.
And so, it wasn't an exact amount, but making it clear here that there are going to be that many – tens of thousands of saints. So, it's talking about him being a prophet and even very early on during that period of time that God had given that to him to be able to teach, to preach. They didn't understand a whole lot, but at least showing there's going to be that, you know, a lot of people who are going to be in God's Kingdom.
And so, it says in that verse, “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these.” So, he wasn't the seventh generation. He was one, two, three, four, five. I’ve got the whole list here and went down through that. I might make it available later on because I find it interesting, and some might, showing the different years here and how long they lived and different things. But again here, so it can't be talking about that period of time, whether he was the seventh one who taught God's way of life, who preached God's way of life, it seems like that could be more the case, obviously, in what it's saying here. And because it's saying here, “he was one who prophesied, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints.”
You think, what an incredible thing. This was about halfway through. By the time Enoch died around 825. 825 years into time from Adam and Eve. And if that's the case, that's about halfway through this entire period, only halfway through. So, if that's the case, which it may well be, Noah was the next one. I tend to believe that's what it’s talking about. But again here, not very many. Not very many.
And to think all that period of time and it took that long to finally have another one here and only one that God could work with on the earth at that time. Him, and because of Noah and what Noah believed and what Noah did in his life in the sense of believing God, his family was spared. So, God used them. It's an incredible story.
So going on here, 2 Peter 2:5 …the eighth, speaking of Noah, says a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly. The rest of the world, you think, how many millions of people were there by this time? That's a pretty good period of time. And the proliferation, the length of life, people weren't dying like they do today. And the growth of populations today, well, it's been that way for a long time, but the length of life of people is better now than it was in the Old West. I think the age, lifespan, was under forty during that period of time when people were going across the country and going out west and settling and making way for us to be able to be here, to have all this. It was incredible some of the lives that people lived, but they didn't live long.
But you think when people lived hundreds of years, and people were continually being born? We don't know how many millions of people. There's no one that's ever really tried to figure all this out or give an estimation of some of these things because they don't believe it anyway. They don't believe that's how life was or that kind of life existed.
So, God making it very clear here, he “brought on the flood on the world of the ungodly.” Millions and millions of people by this period of time.
…also turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction. So, the next great time of something that's given in scripture, talking about a time that God warned, God gave destruction to that whole region. It wasn't just Sodom and Gomorrah; it was everything in that area, that whole region. It makes it very clear. Except for one little town, which we'll come to later on in the next series that follows this.
So, Sodom and Gomorrah as well because of how they lived their lives, how the people were at that time. I don't want to get ahead of myself, talking about that particular example. But again, what an incredible story. It just keeps repeating itself. Lessons to be learned. Judgment is there, how God has dealt with mankind.
2 Peter 2:6 …making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly. So, again, a warning to mankind. And I might add here, especially because this is about the Church, and the message Peter was giving was to the Church, to understand the seriousness of our calling, to understand that we're all responsible for our choices and for our decisions.
Ezekiel 14. We're going to look at some verses that also bring in what happened, if you will, in the Apostasy on the Church. It’s an incredible time that we have experienced in this end-time. before Joshua returns.
Ezekiel 14:12—The word of the Eternal came again to me, saying, Son of man, when a land sins against me by trespassing grievously… It's about, the New King James says, “persistent unfaithfulness.” It says, I will stretch out my hand against it. I will cut off its supply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. So, there's been a lot of suffering in the world because of how God does that: He takes away His blessings. He takes away protection. He takes away favor, whether it be in things like weather or whatever it might be. All these things combined together that can make life so much harder for human beings: the life, the hardship, the toil of mankind.
Again, those verses are very poorly translated, but where it says here, I will stretch out my hand against it. I will cut off it’s supply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. When a land sins against me, trespassing grievously… So, these are two words that show what sin is all about. In this particular case here, both words are closely related, as the one being a verb, the other is a noun. And this is stated in such a way to drive home the point of how serious this is, what God is talking about.
The first word in Hebrew is a verb meaning “the action of being treacherous,” if you will, “unfaithful,” which in this case is best addressed by the word “betray” or “betrayal,” which is, again, turning against God. That's what sin is all about, turning against God.
The second word is a noun with the same kind of meaning in Hebrew. It states that the result of such action or betrayal is being that of “treachery,” “treacherousness,” “unfaithfulness,” “the act of betrayal,” “of being disloyal,” if you will.
So again, verse 12—The word of the Eternal came again to me, saying, Son of man, when a land sins, by betraying me in treachery — that's what's being said here — I will stretch out my hand against it. I will cut off its supply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. To make clear here the severity of the judgment, that's what it's talking about, as with the flood, both mankind and animals in this case.
Verse 14—Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it… This is really quite profound what it's saying here. Because Noah, he was the only one that God could work with at the end here of the 1656 years. And so, He's making it very clear here when such a thing happens on the earth, it says, “though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it,” whatever time period it’s talking about. It can be the end of this period of time, as we're talking about, before Joshua returns, or the Great White Throne, if you will.
Even if these three men were in it, Noah, Daniel, and Job, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness, says the Eternal. In other words, no one can save anyone else. We can all try to be a right example, try to do things the best way we can, that we're able to, even with all of our human weaknesses, because we're not going to do things perfectly, but to strive to live God's way of life, and prayerfully, that's an example and a help to others, but others have to make those choices of whether or not they believe that or see that in us and whether they want that for themselves.
So, “they will deliver only themselves by their righteousness.” And what does that mean, “by their righteousness?” Well, righteousness is a matter of what God gives to us as a result of our believing Him, what He's given to us, and living by that. It's our choice to believe what He's told us. That's what faith is, and God accounts that to us for righteousness because we're not righteous. Only in God's way are we righteous.
If I cause wild beasts to pass through the land and they empty it, and make it so desolate that no one passed through because of the beast, even though these three men were in it, as I live, says the Eternal, they would deliver neither sons nor daughters. Now, God had mercy on Noah in the respect that He delivered his children. But they didn't believe God. They didn't live by faith. That's not recorded in any fashion or form. It says only Noah. Only Noah. Incredible.
…as I live, says the Lord Eternal, they would deliver neither sons nor daughters. Only they would be delivered, and the land would be desolate. Or if I bring a sword on the land and say, Sword, go through the land, and I cut off man and beast from it… So again here, a time of execution of judgment. That's what this is all about. …even if these three men were in it, as I live, says the Eternal, they could deliver neither sons nor daughters, but only themselves would be delivered. Or if I send a pestilence into the land and pour out my fury on it in blood and cut off from it man and beast…
Hopefully, we're seeing this word “cut off,” because this is about something spiritual. This is something of far greater significance than something just physically happening on the earth. This is about God's Church. That's a portion of what it's covering here. That's what Ezekiel is largely about.
When you go through Ezekiel, especially beginning in chapter 5 and some of those areas, it brings up the things that happened during the Apostasy because that's the greatest of evil that's ever happened on earth in that respect. It's greater than what happened during the flood. Because during the flood, people chose not to live God's way of life, but they didn't have God's help either. They didn't have God's holy spirit. They weren't in the Church. The Church wasn't established yet. That wasn't given to mankind yet. God only worked with a few. God was only able to work with a few in that respect as far as physical human beings were concerned.
Because of what they were choosing, how they chose to live, they'd become so horribly evil and couldn't be worked with in that regard. You see a change in that after the flood, but still very few. Very few. Very few for nearly 4,000 years until the Church was established. That's really quite incredible.
And so, when it talks about being cut off, this word has a lot to do with something more than being just cut off from the land. It's being cut off from God. It's really what it's coming to.
…and cut off from it man and beast, even though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it. As I live, says the Eternal, they would deliver neither son nor daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness. (Verse 21) For thus says the Eternal, How much more it shall be when I send my four severe judgments upon Jerusalem… This is not about physical Jerusalem. This is about God's Church.
Because, in that regard, it's going to be one of the worst times. Incredible to understand what we've gone through, what we've lived through. That God prophesied about a time, foretold a time, when in that respect there would be so many cut off from Him because of their choices, because of what happened in Laodicea because people got lifted up. And really a lot of it was spiritual because it was about good and evil and how people judged, how people were judging, and not by what God had given. Because people began to get sluggish. It's the way of the Church. It's what happened. We were given so much, and it's easy for that to happen if we're not on guard spiritually. Anyway.
A lot of what happened during Laodicea has a lot to do with this matter of choosing for what we believe is good and evil. Because people duped themselves into believing they were okay. It's a matter of self-justification.
For thus says the Eternal, how much more will it be when my four judgments are upon Jerusalem – the sword, famine, and wild beasts, and pestilence, or “destruction” as the word is, to cut off man and beast from it. And I think of how this correlates perfectly with the four Seals, the first four Seals that were opened when you talk about things that begin to happen in the Church. And it uses terms like sword, famine, and beast, because it's a spiritual thing. It's not a literal physical thing.
And then the destruction that comes afterwards. It uses the word “pestilence” here, but it's a word for “destruction.” Because when we went through that period of time, as far as the Church was concerned, there had never been a time like that. People had come and gone in the Church over time, and God was working with people through all the Church eras, if you will, to deliver, to bring a people together that would be resurrected in the first great resurrection.
But it was going to come up to this profound moment in time where God said, because of Laodicea, what would happen. And in Ezekiel 5, then it talks about a third who would be totally cut off. Another third, that same thing, in essence, would happen to them, but for different reasons. And another third who would be spread all over the place. I don't want to have to go back through all this stuff. But, in that respect, is what happened to the Church.
But you think about what was scattered, and God said even out of that, there's such a small amount that would be brought out of that, that third that was scattered. Sometimes we don't realize how blessed we've been.
Yet behold, there shall be left a remnant who will be brought out, of sons and daughters. Surely they will come out of you, and you will see their ways, and their doings. Then you will be comforted concerning the disaster that I have brought upon Jerusalem, all that I have brought upon it. How difficult do you think that was for God Almighty to go through that period of time? But to learn from it, to understand what human nature is like even with God's spirit.
Because this is a warning for the Millennium. This is a warning for all of mankind that's going to be resurrected in the Great White Throne. Everyone has to come to understand what took place here and why. Because the warning is to them: You can only work on self. You can't save anyone else. You have to choose between God's way and everyone else and everything else in life.
And we all have to go through that process one way or another. It tries you to the core of your being because it's a matter of a choice and following through with that choice. God is right. That's the way of life. That's what we want, His Family, and that's a personal choice. And no matter how much you want to give it to others, or you would love to see others choose the same thing, we have no power there. It's individual.
And so, that's what happened during the Church when the Apostasy came. You think of all the friendships, all the people, all the families, and the choices that were being made during that period of time. Truly, one of the worst times in 6,000 years in many respects, in the sense of lessons and things to be learned. Because tens of thousands of people had God's holy spirit in them. Tens of thousands of people had the impregnation of God's spirit in them and turned against God. That's what it came down to.
But God said there would be “a remnant who will be brought out, sons and daughters. Surely they will come out of you, and you will see their ways and their doing.” So again here, when it talks about Jerusalem, it's not talking about the literal location. It's about God's Jerusalem, what He's creating and what He's offering to the Church, to people that are able to receive His holy spirit, and that process we go through of change.
Let's go all the way back to Genesis 6. There's a lot more I could go through in Ezekiel. There's so much there about the Church, about what the ministry did. On and on it goes.
Back to the story flow here in Genesis 6. We'd left off where God had given Noah instruction about building the ark. And then Genesis 6:22—Thus Noah did according to all that God commanded him, so he did. To me, those are beautiful verses. It’s like when God told Abraham to go, it says he went. You know, to move from his family, to move from where the others were going to stay, but some going together there. Then when God told him to go to a different land that He was going to give to him, and it says he went. And here about Noah, it just says he did it. And that really has to do with all of us, choosing God's way and doing it.
Genesis 7:1—Then the Eternal said to Noah, Go into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen you are righteous before me in this generation. Think of all the millions of people, “and you're the one who's living righteous before me.”
You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and its female, two each of animals that are unclean, a male and its female; also, seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of the earth. For after seven more days, I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights. I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made.
It's still mind-boggling to grasp and comprehend something like this. So massive. But you know, it just comes down to the reality God is God. And if we don't choose to do what He says, if we don't choose to live by His way of life, the judgment is death, and that's what we all deserve.
But then God's given us a process whereby we can be forgiven and not have that as a penalty. I'm not talking just about physical death; I'm talking about death forever. God makes that clear throughout scripture from the beginning to the end, reasoning with, trying to reason with mankind. Incredible how blockheaded we are as human beings – even in the Church sometimes. Because we have that history.
So, He tells him, “In seven more days it’s going to rain for forty days and forty nights.” Forty. Powerful number in scripture having to do with judgment. Over and over again a matter of judgment.
And it never had rained on the earth before. Did Noah understand what He was talking about? He was going to learn. “What do you mean it's going to rain forty days and forty nights?” They never had rain. Something hard, I think, sometimes for people to grasp that one.
Verse 7—So Noah with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. Of clean animals, of animals that were unclean, of birds, and of everything that moves on the earth, two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female… And people really can't believe it. You think the world just can't believe this is true, that this really happened. That's the way it's spoken of by people who teach things in scripture.
Then it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. So, making it clear here, it wasn't just a matter of rain; it was about that which came out of the earth as well, to flood the earth.
Verse 13—On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, them and every beast after its kind. All cattle after their kind, every moving thing that moves on the earth after its kind, and every bird of its kind, every bird of every sort. Now, they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh, which has the breath of life. So those that entered, male and female, of all flesh, went in as God had commanded them. And the Eternal, it says, shut them in.
So again here, it's here for a reason, not just a nice little story. It’s showing what God did. God says He brought them in. He made sure everything was there that was needed, all animals, all life.
Now, the flood was on the earth forty days, and the waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the face or on the surface of the waters, and the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth. All the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. So, it’s talking about the highest part, how much higher.
Then all flesh died that moved upon the earth, birds and cattle, beasts, and every moving thing that moves on the earth, and all of mankind. All whose nostrils was the breath of air to live. All that was on the dry land died. So, again here, it's hard to grasp and comprehend that God did something of this measure to mankind, to all that was living. Why? To drive home the point of how precious life is and how if we live it right God blesses us mightily, and if we don't He'll take it all away.
Because the reality is that's what it comes down to. If we don't want God's way of life and we want to live by what we choose to live, we decide what's good, what's right and wrong, God says you can do it, but this is all you get, this physical life…except for His blessings of being able to have opportunity in another period of time, the Great White Throne.
God has the power of life and death and to give all mankind life again in the Great White Throne. And we are learning in the Church more and more that even at that period of time, there's going to be so many, it says “as the sand of the seas,” that won't choose even after all of that. Even after seeing what God did for a thousand years.
We can't even begin to grasp what we're going to have on this earth by that time. You think technology is great to this point in time? We've seen nothing of what God's going to give to mankind during the millennial period. We're just at the edge of breaking through and things that we can't even begin to grasp.
I think of people when they're resurrected, and it talks about “there's no end of their chariots.” You think, wait till they see all the freeways and all the mess that's out there. And you think, how long will it take to get adjusted to a little bit of that? Because all you've ever known are carts, and if you even had that. And to see how mankind is able to do the things that he does at this period of time? Wait till the Great White Throne. It's going to be that kind of a stark difference for those on the other end of this who die in this period of time and are resurrected at that period of time.
Verse 23—So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground, both man and cattle, creeping things, and the bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and which was with him in the ark remained. Now the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred fifty days. So, they were shut up in there for 150 days. Then it goes on with more of the story here.
But anyway, chapter 8. It ought to be embedded deeply in our minds to realize, to understand God, and the power of God, and the love of God, and the mind of God, and the desire He has to give us everything that is good and right. And from the very beginning, He gave it to Adam and Eve to have, and there were a few through time there that taught, that preached about His way of life. But people didn't want it. That's why Enoch had to be removed because there were people who wanted to take his life. And God saved his life. Because people don't even like to hear it. They don't want to even hear it, what is true.
Instead, mankind has fabricated something. If they want to believe in it, they can believe in it. Santa Claus, the Christmas tree, the Easter Bunny, and all the kinds of things that go along with some of those things and the teachings that are associated with it, and all the different kinds of religions that are out there that people grow up with and believe. Weird world we live in.
Genesis 8:1—Then God was mindful of Noah and every living thing and all the animals that were with him in the ark. Then God made a wind to pass on the earth, and the water subsided. So, that was an incredible thing that happened physically that would come to pass. God knew, had planned, determined, knew what mankind would be like, knew what would take place, gave people long life for a specific purpose, and it's to teach them the greatest lessons ever.
Life is precious. Life should be treated in a precious way. The mind should be treated in a precious way as being something from God to be used in a right way in thinking and to fight against the wrong thinking of the selfishness that we just naturally have. And that nobody is owed what God is going to give – Elohim, eternal life in His Family. And if people don't want it, they're not going to get it— into the billions of people. Choices, choices, choices.
So, when it comes right down to it, the majority of mankind was not intended to be in Elohim. But from out of that, it would be an incredible Family that would come out of it that would be worked with in time, over time. Incredible.
Genesis 8:1—Then God was mindful of Noah and every living thing, and the animals were in the ark. Then God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heaven also were stopped, and the rain in the heaven was restrained, and the waters receded continually on the earth. At the end of one hundred fifty days, the water decreased. Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. So it came to pass at the end of forty days…
It's hard for us to grasp and comprehend something like this. One big boat, ship, whatever that was made and gradually water going down and being able to see then the tops of mountains like Mount Ararat in that particular region.
At the end of forty days, then, it says, So it came to pass at the end of forty days that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made, and he sent out a raven which kept going back and forth until the waters had dried upon the earth. He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground. But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and drew her back into the ark to himself.
Then he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent out the dove out of the ark. Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth. Then Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. So, he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore. Incredible story here, breaking it down like this. Again, we can't understand what it would have been like on that vessel. But again, the desire to get back on dry ground, to begin starting life again on dry ground.
Verse 13—Now, it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth, and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked. And indeed, the surface of the ground was dry. And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried. Then God spoke to Noah, saying, Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you, birds and cattle and every moving thing that moves on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.
Just think. How hard to grasp and comprehend this is how God is starting all over again. They knew the story of Adam and Eve and all that were on the earth at that particular time, and now to realize this is all that there is? We read stories like this, and it's an incredible story, but to really put yourself there, to try to understand what they were going through, what they experienced? I think of his sons, his children. They weren't happy with Noah. They weren't happy with God. Incredible.
So, Noah went out, and his sons and his wife, and their wives with him, every animal, every moving thing. Anyway. 
Verse 20—Then Noah built an altar to the Eternal and took of every clean animal, of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. Then the Eternal smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Eternal said in His heart, I will never again curse the ground for mankind’s sake, although the imagination of mankind’s heart is evil from its youth. Nor will I again destroy every living thing that I have done. While the earth remains seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease.
So again here, God just having it recorded for later, for all mankind to understand this process of what mankind went through then and to learn from it. And when He speaks of the “soothing aroma,” it wasn't because of the sacrifice. It wasn't because of the offering, if you will, of what was offered to Him. It was Noah. It was about Noah. It was about what He saw in Noah and realized, knowing here that it's from his family that all the earth is going to be populated once again.
But now, a time where a next phase of salvation can begin because He's going to call someone else ten generations later. Abraham. Abram, to be exact. And all these things planned before mankind was ever put on earth, of the process of salvation. Now He was going to bring up a nation of people to work with, teach, us, because it wasn't given to them to know yet what it was all about.
Genesis 9:1—So, God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. And you think it was from them that three basic races of people came, and then later that mixed throughout the earth, and all kinds of people throughout the earth. But to realize that it had to be in the children. It had to be either the wives or whatever, but there were different ones, if you will, that had come from Adam and Eve and were on the earth. So, it had to be within the family lines there somehow. And so, it's speculated, and I'm sure probably the case, that of the wives that were chosen, that that process there continued on the earth and the races of the earth and all that followed.
“God blessed Noah and his sons, said, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…’” Not them personally. They're going to start the process. So, they didn't have children until after this. This is when they started having children. There were no children on the ark. Shem was the first one. I think it was two years after the flood that he had the first son, and then the process began. And he was 98, I think, at the time that the floodwaters had stopped there. But anyway.
There will be fear and dread of you in every living animal on the earth and every bird of the air and all that moves on the earth and all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. In other words, that God reveals it's clean. It doesn't mean that everything you see you can have. Anyway, He makes that clear.
Even as the green herbs, I have given you all things. But flesh with life in its blood you shall not eat. Surely for your life blood I will require; from the hand of every living creature I will require it. And from the hand of mankind, from the hand of every man's brother, I will require the life of man. So, more to go into there, but I'm not going to go into it right now.
Verse 6—Whoever sheds mankind's blood, by mankind his blood shall be shed. For in the image of God, He made mankind. So again here, very basic framework summed up, expounded upon later with the Israelites, but not a whole lot given here.
As for you, it says, Be fruitful and multiply, bring forth abundantly in the earth and multiply in it. Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, And as for me, behold, I establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast on the earth with you, and all that went out of the ark, every creature of the earth. Thus I establish my covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.
So, again here, a story here that people don't, as a whole, believe. They don't grasp or comprehend what God was doing.
Now, God said, this is the sign of the covenant I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you for perpetual generations. I set my rainbow in the cloud. Isn't that incredible? People don’t ask questions about this. Well, how is this possible? Why is this? What does this mean?
And then you think of all the stinking things that have finally happened in human life at the end of 6,000 years, how the rainbow is used to reveal some of the greatest rebellion against God, of how sick and perverted the human mind can become against God. You know, it's one thing to have inclinations, perhaps born with things that are different and unique. But to practice something that God says that is wrong is wrong, regardless. That's where the law comes in. That's where God's way of life comes in.
Everybody's given opportunity for choices on how to live life. So, whether to marry or not to marry is a choice, but it has to be God's way, and it's supposed to be what He established from the very beginning. God made that very clear. That's a part of the reason that the earth was destroyed, because mankind went away from Him. That's why people read through some of the scriptures and don't grasp the slightest little inkling of what God is saying. He said one man and one woman. He established that with Adam and Eve.
Then He talked about how that people grew in power and might, and especially those of old – because they lived for so long, they had become so powerful – and they took wives of whoever they chose. And God condemned that. It’s put in language here that it was evil to do that. Mankind's done it ever since. The way we live, the way human beings think.
But getting back to this about the rainbow. I can't tell you how much I hate it when I see those colors together. I went in the other day and bought some bands for some of the equipment here. And then as I was going to cash register, I realized, “Oh no!” Well, they're in those colors. All the different bands have different colors, and it's like, this is sick. So, I split them up. Certain colors I'm going to use first because it doesn't show that. I'll use the other colors later on when I need it. I so hate what mankind has done with it. 
I'll tell you what, if you can grasp what that world is like today, that's the way it was in Sodom and Gomorrah. That's the way it was in the time before Noah, in the time before Noah, candidly, and leading up to that. And people who choose a certain lifestyle that the world doesn't even accept as a whole in large part, the more they push it, the more obnoxious they really become. The more they want to push it at you in every manner that they can. Educational systems, things that are taking place, we've lived through it all.
I'm trying to drive the point that we have had people in the Church who have had different inclinations. They come in, and they repent; they repent of that lifestyle because they know that God says it's wrong. And so, they have to fight in the mind. Just as much as it's wrong for men to lust after women, it's wrong to desire different women. It's supposed to be one wife and one husband in life. And yet that's not the way society is. That's not the way the world is.
So is one better than the other? Sin is sin. And I think of, especially, religion in the South. They talk about how religious they are, and yet they live very adulterous lives so often. That's where they go to meet people, in church on Sundays. A lot of the activities they have in these great big churches, that's where they go and they meet people. And not always their mates. Husbands and wives do the same thing. Not talking about unmarried people, I’m talking about married people. And so, you have all the western songs, all the country songs, all the things that go on and on. Anyway, it's just a hodgepodge of corrupt lives because that's the life people choose. But they claim to be religious in many cases, and that's what irks me the most.
So, it's a matter of choosing to obey God and refraining from doing what's wrong. So, if people have certain inclinations, which we have people who do… We always have had. Philadelphia, Laodicea, and PKG, and people can't help. Especially in today's world, society, there are situations where people grow up, being young, our bodies are so screwed up, chemicals we have. Genes are screwed up, things that are passed down, and people can't help it. And that's fine. But there are certain things you can and certain things you cannot do in life. You can't practice it.
So, as much as men or women who have a certain mindset when they come into God's Church and think wrong toward the opposite sex or to the same sex, it doesn't matter; if it's wrong, it's wrong and can't be practiced. And that's what God's Church teaches: You can't practice what is wrong; you have to refrain from it. If you have to live your life without ever being married, so be it. Obey God. There were a lot of people who are eunuchs who lived God's way of life, whom God worked with, including Daniel, different prophets with whom God worked with, people who were taken captive. Of course, there wasn't the same kind of desire there anymore either. But, you know, whether it's chosen, or whether it's something you have to do because it's right before God, so be it. If that makes sense. Anyway.
So, God set a rainbow in the sky. People probably think I go too far when I see some of the different colors I see out there because to me it's what it represents. It's about a defiance against God. It's about pushing a way on people that is done in such a horrendous manner, an evil manner. It's not a matter of giving people a choice; it's a matter of shoving it down people's throats that you accept, that you accept everything they do.
I don't accept what people do in the South, as I just mentioned, that are adulterous by nature. All the broken marriages, all the hardships of life, all the children, all the people that grow up that go through those kinds of things in life, it's a horrible, horrible thing that God never intended that people have to live that way. And so, people grow up oftentimes with screwed up minds because of our lives and not living God's way of life in how we were raised and whatever, how we grew up.
Everybody has rocks they pull behind them from their past that you have to conquer and overcome as a whole. I don't know what your rocks are. You know, a bag of rocks that Johnny talks about and then you're dragging it behind you. It's good to get rid of them. Keep reaching down there and throwing them out because it's a hard pull until it gets lighter and lighter.
He says, The rainbow shall be seen in the clouds, and I will remember my covenant which is between me and you and every living creature on the earth. The water shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. The rainbow will be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature and all flesh that's on the earth. Then God said to Noah, This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between me and all flesh on the earth.
What a beautiful thing if all mankind understood this, and every time they saw a rainbow reminded of God, that God wants us to have life, good life, to choose what is good, to choose what is right. Even in the Church, hopefully we do think that way when we see that. Hopefully, we do think about what God has said, that He desires to have for us especially, a particular covenant.
Now, the sons of Noah that went out of the ark, were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.
Now, Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. There are a lot of things written in Genesis that are kind of clouded by how it's said, and it's condensed for a purpose and for a reason. But when it talks about he saw this nakedness or whatever, it’s more than just looking. It’s about a perverted mind.
But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it on both their shoulders and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. So, it wasn't this matter of this is what they chose in this respect to do here because of the way he was.
Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father's nakedness. So, Noah woke from his wine… So, you think, already, already, one of the sons, and some of these things that took place through time, mind-boggling. One of Noah’s sons. So, it doesn't take very long for really bad evil to rise up in life and perversions of the mind that can be there so quickly.
So, Noah awoke with his wine and knew what his younger son had done to him. So, it wasn't a matter of looking, and I'm not going to get any more specific than that, but to realize this was evil and what God had to say about it. But it also needs to be understood: You think, after everything that had just taken place, after what they had lived through, and it didn't say how many years this took before this transpired, because, again here, Noah lived for a long time after the flood, and obviously Shem, Ham, and Japheth did as well. But one son came along that just tarnished everything in such a bad way.
And God shows things like this so we can be, I don't know, how can you express this? Irked inside, like a putrid thing, irritated by it, by seeing how sick the human mind can become. And that's the emphasis of what needs to be received by something like this, to realize how quickly, how perverted human beings can become. We live in a world with so much perversion.
That's why sometimes I fear for some within the Church. You can't be oblivious, especially with children, to know what this world is like, to know how sick and how perverted it is. That's why we have to be careful about everything with children, especially, to know where they are, to think about clothes that are worn. Because there are a lot of really, really, really sick, perverted people today in the world. There always have been, but it's worse today than it has ever been since the days of Noah when God destroyed the earth.
That's why we're at a point of time in judgment as well, where so much of this world, so much of the evil of this world has to be destroyed. Because it shouldn't be on into the Millennium. God wants to give a time of renewal to the earth, a time of growth to the earth, a time where people are going to be able to be worked with more in a greater way and have all this evidence of all these things that have taken place before them.
Noah and his family started out very, very small. The Millennium is not going to start out small. It's going to start out with multiple millions of people. How much? We don't know. But so much that's evil, and so much that's tarnished, it's going to be destroyed. That's one thing, in that respect, that I really love about what God says about the 144,000. When they come with Joshua, they're going to destroy those who are destroying the earth. And there is a lot of perversion out there that's destroying the earth.
This isn't just about war. It's not just about wars that are going to be taking place and people that are actually destroying the earth literally. It's about people who are destroying the earth because of the lives they live and the kind of lifestyles they live. There's going to be a lot of that that's just going to be destroyed because it isn't to live on into that new age.
It's just like so many within the Church that made the choices they did during the Apostasy. There was a time that I desired with all my being to see large numbers be able to come out of that. And that would be nice, but that's not the reality of things because of choices that have been made. It’s a little bit like this in that regard. Why should they see? Why should they be a part of it, those who turned against Joshua?
You know, it's not a small thing to turn against Joshua, to turn against the reason we were baptized and received the impregnation of God's spirit. We live in a sick, sick world.
I'm going to go ahead and say this, just so parents, all parents can be wise. To realize even within the Church, we have to be wise, because not everything within the Church has always lived as it should have lived, whether it be in Philadelphia or whether it be in Laodicea. (That was a mess anyway.) But not to be naive in life. Be wise.
Sometimes we can become too naive in thinking everybody is living God's way of life. I have been lied to so much in God's Church. I've had to work at striving to give more latitude at times, if that makes sense, because of some of the kinds of things that people have done and because of some of the kinds of things that have been said by people who I have been close to and found out what was really inside of them. And the reality is we have to be on guard, whether it be in the world, and sadly, sometimes even within the church. Not to be naïve, not to be stupid.
No. You're responsible for yourselves and you're responsible, those who have children are responsible for their children. And in this world, we have to be careful. I feel bad about having to say that within the environment of the Church, but the reality is, I've seen a lot happen within the church. People who said they were living one way of life and were living another.
Sometimes I don't know how far to go with some of these things, to tell about some of the things I've known. But I've known about every kind of evil you can think of that can happen within families that have happened within God's Church and the environment of God's Church by individuals who have claimed they're part of God's Church, who have done very evil things to others in God's church, well, children as well, whose parents are supposedly in God's Church, or to their own families in God's church. 
Mankind is evil by nature, selfish by nature, and we're to be smart to that. We're to be in tune to that. I put a man out of the Church one time because of what he did to three daughters, older daughters. When he started, how young they were, I don't know. And the Church was so bad at that particular time, because of him saying that I was too hard on him and wouldn't let him back into the Church – as long as I was around, he was never, never, never, never coming back into God's Church, period – and the reality is headquarters tried to get me to bring him back into God's Church. It wasn't going to happen as long as I was a pastor there.
So, I mention this, again, because I've seen certain things take place within the Church, and sometimes I feel that parents haven't been real wise. You need to be careful. You need to be wise amongst yourselves. I hate to even mention such things, but this is a part of what's mentioned here in Genesis that we're to learn from and to realize that's been the way of mankind before the flood, it's been the way of mankind since the flood, and it still exists in the world. And it has existed – I have known of about everything that human beings can do that has existed – in the environment of God's church.
And most of it, obviously, has been addressed through time, and God has worked to clean those things out of the Church, largely by the Apostasy. A lot of that garbage and swill was gotten rid of then. But some trickled into the Church, and some trickled into PKG as well, and some of this has had to have been dealt with in times past in PKG. So, hopefully and prayerfully, we are a very cleansed body at this point in time, but everybody needs to be smart and not stupid and not overly trusting.
Is that fair? It doesn't mean we have to be overly suspicious of one another either. But when something doesn't look right, think about it. When something doesn't seem right, think about it. Okay? Because we've still had some things that happen from time to time, even amongst children within the Church.
So, just because someone else is in the Church and their children are there, children are children. Don't be stupid. Sometimes people are just stupid. I'm sorry, but I think of certain things that people do and letting kids go off and do certain things in certain places and I think, don't be stupid. Be smart. Know where your children are…especially at the Feast of Tabernacles! Okay?
We're going to be in an area here in the States where it's easy to go off and do a lot of different things. But you need to know, you have the responsibility if you're a parent to know where your children are and with whom they might be with. So again, balance, soundness of mind.
So Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his younger son had done to him. It's stated in this way so we can think about what's being said here. And even the first part of Genesis and all that we've gone through, it's been translated by scholars, so-called, and misinterpreted in many ways. Just like the one that talked about it was a great, like a revival, that people were now looking to God, when it was just exactly the opposite of what was actually said in the Hebrew language. It was showing how evil people had become. After about 250 years, this world was filled with incredible evil already.
And they knew where they came from, Adam and Eve, and that there was a God, one who said He was God, that had made them and made everything else and created them, and that there had been no life before that. And they knew these things, and they ignored it. They chose to live something else. Sick, sick, sick.
So he said, A servant of servants he will be to his brothers. And he said, Blessed is the Eternal, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant. May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant. So again here, you don't read about Ham as a whole. There's not much said about him afterwards. He went off, had a city, and had built up an area, and lived a certain way of life that he took with him. But Shem was the one that a lineage began to be worked with that came down to Noah. And then from that point in time, other lineages and so forth, the things that were given. But it's how God chose to work as well.
But I think it's kind of interesting here. Japheth is believed to be the oriental races as a whole. And even some of the names of some of the children later on, to me, it's incredible how some nations have the names of some of these people. The word “Japan” totally aligned with certain things that are said in scripture. Gog, Magog, some of those types of things that are a part within that particular part of the world.
But anyway, there are going to be some we're going to look at later on too in the Middle East that are, to me, very interesting. Even though they go full circle and don't know where their names came from, it seems to go down generation to generation. It's like that snake on a pole. Some things just seemed to come on through in time, and people don't know where they came from, and they think they came from something different when, no, they came from something a long, long, long ago. Incredible.
May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant. Now, Canaan, in his line, it talks about being cursed. But you know, when you turn away from God, you turn to things that are evil, and the more evil it becomes, those things tend to be passed down, they tend to be passed out. And the curses aren't because of something added that God gives to human beings; it's because of what they've already done to themselves. It's about the blessings and the life they could otherwise have that God will not allow them to have. He will not allow them to have certain things that otherwise they would have been able to have. So, they're restricted from having access to or blessings of certain things in life. That's how this takes place.
Now, Noah lived after the flood three hundred fifty years. So all the days of Noah were nine hundred fifty years. It's incredible.
I'm thinking of some of these lifespans that people had, that, to know what they lived through, to know what he began to see, can you imagine going through everything that he did and having a family spread out on the earth, and you saw it long enough to see it was going right back to some of the things that already had been there, some of the evil on the earth already.
But thankfully, the lifespans of people were getting shorter and shorter, and so, it didn't get as bad as before the flood. But what a horrible thing to have to see. That's why I often am very thankful that Herbert Armstrong died when he did. He didn't have to see what happened to the Church that he worked so hard for so long to feed, to nurture, to care for, that God blessed to become large and continue on into the period of Laodicea. He didn't have to see all that garbage that took place during that period, and especially the Apostasy that followed.
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