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Today is Part 1 of a new series that follows in order from where we left off last week concerning the first 1,656 years before the flood took place that destroyed all of mankind except for Noah and his family. This series is entitled, Beyond the Flood.
The purpose of going through some of this is to go through time leading up to the time of Abraham and the things that are covered about that. So, we're going to start right away today here in Genesis 10. That's how far we have made it so far. It's amazing how little is written in the sense of such a long period of time for mankind. We've gone through that, though, in showing much of the purpose and the reason for that and what was stated as an outline of the way of mankind, how we are, our nature, and so forth.
Genesis 10:1 says, Now, this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah. So, he had three sons. They carried the different races as a whole within the wives, evidently. We don't know how these things worked at that particular time. But anyway, there was Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and history records then, things are recorded to show the different lineages, the different peoples, basically three different peoples that came out from Noah – who these three were here, the sons born after the flood.
We're not going to focus upon all the names because I couldn't pronounce most of them anyway, but there is a smear of them named here, but only to get down to some of the important parts here.
And as we go through this, it next gives the names of the sons of Japheth, of whom seven are mentioned. These are the oriental races that descended from them, from him, and have been traced through names like Magog and Javan, “Yâvân.” It's amazing how many different names you find in some of the different lineages through time—and I'm not going to go through all the different names—but how that some of those have made it all the way to this period of time in the sense of some of the sounds, the phonetics that stayed with different peoples.
Then verse 5, jumping on down, it says, From these, the coastland of the nations. It's kind of an awkward word in Hebrew here in how it's used primarily and how it's sometimes translated, but it's a word in Hebrew for “islands” and basically using, not necessarily as a name for an island as we think of it, in the sense of something out in the ocean and the sea or whatever it might be, but groups of people who are separate from one another, one to another. And so, this is what it's showing here, how they begin to move on the earth.
It says, From these the coastland of the nations (the peoples, different peoples) were separated into their lands, everyone by language and by families into their nations. So again here, awkward because of the word “languages” because there was just one at this particular point in time. But in the sense of families, in the sense of different nationalities, and so forth, that moved into different areas.
Then verse 6 here, The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Hut, and Canaan. So basically, in essence here, the black race, and one of the sons of Cush was Nimrod. Now, Nimrod is noted here as being a mighty warrior, one who organized people together and in a very strong way as far as beginning of peoples.
Cush begot Nimrod, and he began to be a mighty one on the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the Eternal; therefore it is said, ‘Like Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Eternal.’ So, an expression that was used evidently in that time period that's recorded in scripture here, and unlike others.
Now, the beginning of his kingdom was Babel. So again, showing the importance here of what took place in that particular region of the world and the people that gathered together there. Because many people started gathering in that particular region because of his fame and so forth. Anyway, so it goes on to say, The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, or very close to Iraq, actually in the same region, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
Verse 11—Out of that land, Asher… Also a word used for Assyria in most places in scripture, referring to those who later migrated farther north, Germany and so forth, but the Assyrian people. But this is their beginning. Out of that land, Asher, who was the second son of Shem, went forth to Assyria and built Nineveh.
So, this lasted for a long period of time because Nineveh is well known through time here, written in other places in scripture about their impact and what took place there. Of course, Jonah, famous in the sense of Nineveh, famous because that's where he was sent to warn the people there of what God was going to do to them if they didn't repent. And so, we have that particular story we went through at a recent time. But this is much later up the line.
…Rehoboth, Ir, Calah, or Colne. And again, here it just goes through the names and where these were, talking about different principal cities, areas that were started.
Then more lineages follow, and we come down to where it mentions five sons of Shem, from whom the white race originated, of which we've just looked at Asher, because the Assyrian race was that, obviously.
Then, finally, it sums up this portion by saying in verse 31, jumping all the way down to verse 31—These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, languages, and lands, into their nations (peoples). These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations and their nations; now from these, the nations or peoples were divided on the earth after the flood. So that's the primary purpose of it, to show that they begin to grow into various nations, and taking a lot of time, obviously, to rebuild the earth again and to form such things, countries, nations or whatever of peoples who were different.
And it zeroes in a lot on the lineage of Shem primarily because of the one that God used later on, Abraham, and it leads up to Abram, if you will, his name being Abram in the beginning. And that lineage is gone through in more detail in timing and so forth because of a timeline. Just like in the first part that we went through all the way from the beginning of Adam and Eve up to the time of Noah and showing the different lineages. But time is a factor there because time is recorded, how much time there was, as there is here, and how long mankind has been on the earth, and on and on it goes.
Genesis 11:1—Now, the whole earth had one language and one speech. So again here, there was just one language. That's why I mentioned that. So, it's kind of an awkward word in the translation earlier. “One speech” or “word,” as the sense is of the word here being the same throughout, speaking of the same meaning.
And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. Then they said to one another, Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly. They had bricks for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar, and they said, Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower whose tops is in the heavens.
So again, this is where we come to Babel and what God records about that and about mankind gathering there, and it was Nimrod who began to build that area first. He was one who gave a fortification, if you will, protection and safety, and so people migrated there from all the different areas. And again here, for whatever reason – why they did this, how they did this, what was in their mind – but a lot of it had to do with different religious beliefs already starting. It wasn't a matter of God.
To me, a dumbfounding thing when you go through stories like this, even as we went through the story from Adam and Eve all the way up to Noah, that people who lived for such long periods of time then, hundreds of years. And people knew their lineage; they knew the people. They knew Adam and Eve for hundreds of years, and their lineages were there.
And it talks about how these people became very strong on the earth, those earlier, especially who lived for so long. If you live a long time, you're able to accumulate great wealth and power that goes with it. And that's what took place before the flood, until mankind became so corrupt, as we've gone through, that God destroyed it all, except for one family.
To think that mankind became that bad by that time. But people chose not to believe God, not to follow God, not to be afraid of not following God. You know, people, if they really believed or knew about God, there would be more of a fear there to go against Him, to want to find out more about Him. But oh no, they came up with their different ideas. That's pretty evident in things like the pyramids and the gods that they believed in before the flood even. That's incredible when you go back that far and see that.
And so, here it starts again. So, a lot of this and why it's written this way has to do with religious ideas that people came up with and wanting to become great and looked upon with power, and it's about themselves. It's not about necessarily a god but the power they wield. Even the different priests and different ones who came along through time, so much of it is about power and recognition that they're able to have over people. It's not necessarily about the belief itself.
So again here, Let us make a name for ourselves, lest we become scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth. So, it's about becoming great, becoming greater and having more power.
Verse 5—But the Eternal came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. And the Eternal said, Indeed, the people are one, and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do. So, it doesn't take a lot to begin to understand what God is showing here.
After having gone through everything that happened before the flood, here we go again. But people aren't living as long. Some were still living for a longer period of time that came directly out of the flood and the first couple of genealogies here that followed, but as a whole, it began to whittle down to 120 years for the lifespan of man during that period of time, then, later on, to three score and ten, 70 years.
But it shows what can happen to human beings when given time. The mind, if it doesn't look to God, if it doesn't want God's way of life, it turns inward more and more, becomes more and more selfish, desires of power and wealth. And those are the things that become great, greater than a desire to look to God or want God in their life. And with that, then, oftentimes also came crazy religious beliefs, different ideas that people came up with of what they thought and what they believed. Not about God, but their idea of what God was like, or should be like.
He says here, Indeed the people are one. And the more united people are, and especially in this kind of a region, this becomes greater power, greater might, and farther and farther, in essence here, they were turning away from God. …and they have one language, and this is what they begin to do. Now nothing that they purpose to do will be withheld from them.
So, if people work together under one language and they're able to communicate well, different talents, even within different races as there were, and they begin to combine these ideas, things are going to happen faster than they're supposed to. In other words, given time, mankind will begin to become so corrupt that we would have to address this matter again. But God worked it to where it would come out exactly, in essence, to a period of 6,000 years before He would intervene, and then mankind would be able to come together more.
Look what's happening nowadays. You can listen to different languages and so forth. It's not a barrier like it used to be. You have apps. You can tell what someone is saying. People can communicate better. People are using basic one or two or three languages as a whole throughout the world to communicate ideas, sciences, and so forth. And with that, good is not always the result. That's the problem.
That's why God says in time, given enough time, it was prophesied that mankind would get to a point where they would destroy themselves. Awesome. Incredible. Because of technology. But God withheld that technology all that time until it was time for Him to begin to allow mankind to begin to use it so that we would see what it’s developed over the last 150 years or more but starting at a point in time there in the sciences and the like, that was withheld for thousands of years. And then all of a sudden, through the process of growth, through the process of people working, not necessarily together for a common goal, but with knowledge and so forth, that God began to allow them to have. It's amazing what's happened.
So, He says, Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. God had a means and a plan whereby, knowing exactly what mankind would do in the first place, but as they were gathering together like this and beginning to cooperate more in these things, things would have moved along too fast, so God had a means to stop that.
So the Eternal scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. So, God's purpose was for them to spread out on the earth, not to cooperate in working together for wrong purposes, for wrong reasons, as what they were doing.
Therefore, its name is called Babel, which means “confusion of speech; stammering.” So, God confused the languages at that time. Peoples of different backgrounds, different races, and so forth, one day, all of a sudden… I can't imagine that. God is God, and God has the power to do that within the human mind. An amazing thing.
That's why in the beginning of the Church, in that respect, God gave the ability of people to hear in different languages what was being said by the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. Awesome. Because it names all the regions they were from, and yet it says every one of them heard in their own language, perfectly in that respect, their dialect. Awesome!
People as a whole don't like to believe stories like this or what is written in scripture. It's like, yeah, it's a nice kind of child’s story or bedtime story or whatever about what happened in the Tower of Babel and the languages were confused, and the flood and Noah, and people don't choose to believe it. They don't want to believe. Incredible. And yet it happened.
Therefore, its name was called Babel, because there the Eternal confused, which is a word that means “to mix, to mingle, or to confound,” the language of all the earth. And from there, the Eternal scattered them abroad over the face of the earth. So, it was a means whereby people grouped together by those who spoke the same and they went to different areas. They scattered out on the earth; they didn't stay in the same places at all. And so, it was a means for God doing this, but He destroyed as well, obviously, the tower.
Then it goes back to focus then later, or as we go on here, it's backing down here now to Shem again. And again, because of the importance of where it leads. It leads to Abram. You think of all the time as we've gone through in that first 1,656 years of mankind on earth before the flood, and you think of the things that led up to that, and here again now genealogy becomes important.
It was there, but after all that period of time, possibly from Enoch all the way up to Noah there wasn't anyone with whom God worked for hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years. That's astounding! Because they weren't able to be worked with. They weren't of a mind to want to be worked with.
So, you know, when God calls people, they have to be of a mind or an ability to be worked with in the sense of being drawn to a point of repentance, being drawn to a point where they can change. God knows the mind, and then He chooses. And before the flood, there wasn't anyone until He came to Noah.
And now we're going to find the same thing. Ten generations after Noah is how long it takes to come to Abram. Mind-boggling. Hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years.
His sons didn't continue on. You’d think after being on that ark for as long as they were and seeing that the whole earth was destroyed, that that would be so embedded in them that they would fear to go against God. But that wasn't their mindset. They didn't turn to God. They didn't want God. They weren't happy with what took place. Their world was destroyed. And so, their families, as they grew and matured, they weren't taught about God, in essence, like people should do, and they should pass things along, stories and the like.
This is the genealogy of Shem. Shem was one hundred years old, and he begot Arphaxad two years after the flood. So again here, things are there for a purpose of timing and how you can put it all together.
So, he didn't have any children. None of them had any children until after the flood. He was born 98 years before the flood, and he was the oldest. At least that's what is part of the genealogy of things as they're shown.
And so, it says he lived… Shem lived five hundred years and begot sons and daughters. Incredible.
I'm just looking at my chart here on some of this. He lives all the way up to the year 2158. Hundreds and hundreds of years that people lived. But this is the genealogy of Shem. He lived, he was 100 years old, begot Arphaxad, two years after the flood, and after he begot Arphaxad, he lived 500 years more.
I want to include some of this. I'm going to take a little bit of time to go through this because I've written it out here to follow along. But the verse we just, again, reviewed, showed that Shem was 98 (as I mentioned, but I want to make sure I get all this covered) when the flood came on the earth, and again, he lived another 500 years after Arphaxad was born, then being 598, when he died.
Genesis 5:32 says, “Now, Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” Japheth was born, again, when Noah was 500, and then we know that Noah had to be 502 when Shem was born. So, again here, the lineages you can put together. Some people aren't interested in these things, but like maps and like timing, I enjoy them. But not everybody does.
So, anyway, we come on down here from that point to Genesis 7:6 where it says, “Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth.” He died 350 years after the flood at the age of 950. So, Shem lived another 150 years after Noah's death. So again, they’re just showing a timeline here. Shem lived that much longer after that period.
Now, it's important to note here, Abram knew them. Abram knew Noah when he was born ten generations later because of how long he lived before they were told to move or before his, I guess it was his father, determined then to move to another region and took family and so forth and left. But again here, Noah lived a few years after that, even after they moved out of that area, which we'll cover a little bit as we go along here.
Okay, Genesis 11:10, going back. This is the genealogy of Shem … one hundred years old, and he begot Arphaxad two years after the flood. It says, Shem lived 500 years and begot sons and daughters. So again here, goes through all this genealogy, and we're not going to take time to go through it all.
But again, first generation from Noah, Shem, lived 500 years after the flood. Second generation, Arphaxad, another 438 years. Third generation, Salah, 433 years. Eber, 464. Peleg, 239. So, slowly but surely, the time span of people, the length of time that they were living got shorter and shorter. Then Serug. Reu, Serug, Nahor.
Then we come all the way down to the eighth generation from Noah to Nahor. Genesis 11:24 says Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and he begot Terah. That's Abram's father. So, scripture then begins to become more important as far as timing and what took place.
After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and he begot sons and daughters. Now Terah lived seventy years and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. So, Abram being the oldest here. But again, the children of Terah.
This is the genealogy of Terah. Terah begot Abram. This is 292 years after the flood. Noah was 892 years old at this point. Mind-boggling because of all the length of time he lived. So again, 292 years after the flood before Abram was born, and Noah was still alive.
So, where did he learn? If others didn't know this way of life or about that way of life, or they're not recorded as being concerned about this way of life that God was showing and giving, or in other words, about God, Abram definitely got it from Terah in part, but Noah. So, you think Noah stopped preaching and stopped teaching about God and what took place and that the world was destroyed? I'm sure he tried to teach anyone that would listen, but not many did.
[Verse 29] Then Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram's wife, Sarai, which means “princess” in Hebrew. And the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran. So again here, genealogies and how people married at that particular time were a lot different than what followed later on in time that God began to show how people should live. But here, out of necessity, and God allowed this, and for a purpose, close family relationships in that sense.
And so, it's mentioning Haran, the father of Milcah, the daughter of... Again, some of these, going through names like this, it becomes very tedious, but if a person really wants to know what was taking place, it's all here.
But Sarai was barren and had no children (had no child). 
Then Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot… So, it just leads up to and just builds up to the people that are important with whom God worked. …the son of Haram and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife. And they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan. So, now they're going to move farther to the west and south from where this took place, and they came to Haran and dwelt there.
So, I don't know why they gave it that name. Haran died younger. Very possibly in memory of him, and most likely. Again, speculation; we don't know. But they call that area Haran.
So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years. So again here, as time goes on here, the genealogies, the lifespan of people, it gets less and less, and his was 205 years.  …and Terah died in Haran.
It takes a while to wade through some of these things, and so I'm wading through them. And it may be a little boring, I don't know. Sometimes things like this are, especially all the names and the genealogies and the time. But again, it's about coming up to the time of Abram and what took place in his life and his family's life that's important.
Genesis 12:1—Now the Eternal had said to Abram, get out of your country from your family and from your father's house. So, we're jumping ahead here, but he basically was told, now you are to leave the area that Terah, your father, moved you to. So, they had already moved from Ur of the Chaldees and now had settled in another place in Haran, and now God comes along and tells Abram to move to another region, to another area, actually to the area that He was going to give to him for an inheritance (which comes out to that point in time as we go along).
…from your family and from your father's house to a land that I will show you. So, again here, for God to communicate this to him, he had a relationship with God. We don't know how much. how it was, but obviously there were things in his mind to where he believed, believed God, believed the things he'd been told, the things he had learned.
I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. I will bless any who bless you, and I will curse any who curse you. In other words, God was going to make a great nation out of Abram and basically give them power through time. This isn't just a one-time thing; this is a favor that God was giving and working through Abram, and it continued on through time.
It's God's choice. It was God's choice to use Abram. And we don't understand all these things, but God is God, and He reveals to us what He will.
“I will bless any who bless you, and I will curse any who curse you.” In other words, any who cause them problems, He will cause them problems. That's how it's going to turn out.
Now, in you, all the families of the earth will be blessed. That's powerful. And people reading this don't understand what it's all about unless you know the history and the descendants and so forth, and that in time, Joshua would come out of this lineage and this period of time because of the children that would be born. And that's the blessing to all the earth that would come in time: “Through you, Abram, the earth will be blessed.”
So, Abram departed as the Eternal had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. So again, a close relationship here. They had problems later on, as families oftentimes do, but there was still a closeness here, and Lot had to have a portion of some of that belief as well to be with Abram as he was.
Now, Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.
You probably don't want it and it won't mean much to you unless you have this chart, but that was in the year 2023, coming all the way from Adam and Eve. Anyway. You think mankind keeps history better today than what was kept back then, but to think what's happened in 2023 years on the earth? We know of different nations that have risen as they have with great power on the earth, and things that have taken place through history, the Roman Empire. And you think of this time period here, so long a time, all the things that have happened.
I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing, and I will bless any who bless you, and curse any who curse you. Now, in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. So Abram departed as the Eternal had spoken, and Lot went with him. And at this time, again, Abram was 75 years old.
Then Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran. So, this is where they had been living. God told him there to move to an area that He would show them.
So they departed to go into the land of Canaan, and into the land of Canaan they came. Abram passed through the land and the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. You think, well, where's that? Well, back then, as people traveled, some things had markings; some places were known along the way.
I think of a place in between Lubbock, Texas, and Roswell, New Mexico, that anybody who's been out there, they know it. “Oh, yeah, I know where you're talking about, the exact spot.” Because there's a tree with a big, it looks like, I don't know, eagle's nest in it, and that's about all there is between Lubbock and Roswell. So, it was about a three-hour drive a long time ago, and we had services in both areas. And thankfully, they were on Mountain Time, so by the time we got there we were able to have services at a decent time.
But anyway, there are markings. People went by geography and things that they saw, and here this tree is well known, like that tree was.
Now, the Canaanites were there in the land. Then the Eternal appeared to Abram and said, To your descendants I will give this land. So, once God led him there, and he went, he obeyed what God said, and then God said, in essence, “This is going to be yours. And to your descendants I will give this land.” You think, how long before finally that was fulfilled? Over 400 years? Awesome. It took that long for the whole process to work out to where a lineage came from Abram and families continued to grow, finally went into Egypt, and finally God went into Egypt to take them out and reveal some of the most powerful, greatest things that mankind has ever been given.
You think of all the time period that went until we come down to the time for Passover in Egypt and for them to be led out of Egypt, and God began to reveal so much more to mankind at that point in time.
Then there he built an altar to the Eternal who had appeared to him, and he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel. Now, how did he know about altars? Things were passed down. Sacrifices? Noah did that. He passed those things along, that knowledge. Because that's what Noah did, and if he taught, which he did to anyone who would listen, they'd learn from it.
And he pitched his tent in Bethel, on the west of Ai, on the east; and there he built an altar to the Eternal, and he called on the name of the Eternal. So again here, a relationship that he was building with God, and a respect that he was showing to God. He worshiped the Eternal.
Verse 9—So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. Now, there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down into Egypt to dwell there. Again, you don't have to do it, but it's interesting to see the places on the map where these are and recognizing now they had to go farther south because of the famine that was taking place.
…for the famine was severe in the land. Then it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai, his wife, Indeed, I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. Therefore, it will happen when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, This is his wife, and they will kill me, and they will let you live.
So, evidently he hadn't had good experiences with other peoples of other areas, regions of the world, if you will, in their travels through time because of the way mankind was. And he had a concern for his own life, which I think most people do. And if you feel like there's a great danger to your life, there are precautions you will try to take. And so, this is what he kind of schemed up in his own mind of how he thought he could alleviate that.
Now, we can look at it and say, well, he didn't trust God. No, he didn't. But it's a growing period. And the knowledge that he had at that point in time wasn't anything like what was given later on when we come to the time then of Egypt and Moses and so forth and all that God gave to mankind.
They didn't have that much. They had basic understanding. And so, this is part of a process here. God worked with him, chose to work with him, did so over many years, and it isn't like the kind of environment we have in the Church where we learn so much so quickly. It’s a fast pace. Theirs was much slower, and God judges accordingly.
So, Abraham, as every one of us does, we make a lot of mistakes in life, even once we're called. There are things we have to learn, and Abraham had to do some learning here because this isn't the first time. So, it records this so we can learn from it and what he went through in his life and the growth pattern he experienced.
It says here, verse 13—Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you. So it was when Abram came into Egypt that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful. The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house.
Now, it's hard to imagine some of this, what's taking place here and why Abraham didn't step in and do something about some of this. Because if he did, he knew he'd be killed. That's what he felt. That's what his belief was. And so, he lives out this story, and God has to help him.
He treated Abraham well for her sake. Because he believed this is his sister. Now, it's a half-truth. She is a half-sister, but not a full sister from the same husband. Different mothers, yes. Sometimes I get these stories mixed up. It's hard to follow.
He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But the Eternal plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. So, bad things began to happen to Pharaoh.
Now you think, this isn't too far along in time and already Egypt has built up like it has, and all the history that was there. Though it was lost in the flood, there are things there that we don't understand how, but they picked up quickly upon in some of the beliefs that were held before. Perhaps in writing, I don't know, we don't know. But it happened quickly, in that respect, of some of the kind of beliefs that welled up again in that part of the world.
Genesis 12:18—Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, What is it that you have done to me? Why did you not tell me she was your wife? So again, all these things begin to come out as these things unfolded. A lot not written here, not recorded here.
Why did you say, She is my sister? I might have taken her as my wife. In other words, “Because you said this, this might have gone so far that I might have taken her for my wife.” Now, therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your way. “Get out of our land!” in other words.
So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.
Chapter 13. Again, these are such condensed stories it's sometimes hard to grasp and comprehend everything that happened, but that's how it's written.
Genesis 13:1—Then Abram went up from Egypt, again going back to the north, he and his wife and all that he had and Lot with him to the south. In other words, to the southern portion before going down into Egypt. So, it's just saying to the southern part of what we would know as the area of Israel today, that part of the world.
Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and in gold. Then he went on his journey from the south. So that's an expression that's used for that southern region just above Egypt. …as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been in the beginning. Which means his dwelling in essence, where they had lived before.
…between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there at the beginning where Abram called on the name of the Eternal. Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. So again, accumulation over time, they were very wealthy, both of them.
Now, the land was not able to support them so that they could dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. Now, I know a lot has changed in that period of time, going that far back, of things that have happened in different parts of the earth, but still, that is not a rich area in the sense of being really lush.
Now, it may have been more lush at that time, we don't know, and it evidently was to a portion, because today you look in the southern part, it's called the Negev Desert, and there is nothing that grows there. And yet you'll see shepherds out there every once in a while, shepherding some goats through the area. But again, very sparse. But they live just a little bit farther to the north of that, the Negev, where it does begin to have more grassland and so forth, but not a lot.
And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. So, they had so much livestock there wasn't enough land for them both to be in the same place. That's the point of it all.
Now, the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land at that time. So, Abram said to Lot, Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brethren (family). So, again here, Abram striving to live and do what is right in the sense of how he dealt with Lot.
And so he went on to say, Abram said here, just showing his mindset, what he was like, The whole land is before you. Please separate yourself from me. If you go to the left, then I'll go to the right. I mean, how much fairer can you get, saying, “You take whatever portion you want. If you go to the right, I'll go to the left. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right, but we need to separate so that there aren't these skirmishes between the herdsmen and so forth, and so there isn't between us.”
If you go to the right, then I'll go to the left. Then Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that is, that it was well watered everywhere like the garden of the Eternal. So evidently that particular region, if you look at that part of the plain of Jordan on the other side where the Dead Sea is, and you look on the other side of it, it was evidently a very rich plain at that time. Not today, but it evidently was then. If they said it was like the garden of God, of the Eternal, they had knowledge of certain things going back to Adam and Eve, and it was evidently pretty plush, plenty of water there to take care of things.
…the garden of the Eternal (before the Eternal destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah). Because after that happened, that whole region was destroyed as a whole, except for one little village. Not just Sodom and Gomorrah. They were the two main cities, but that whole region was literally destroyed.
…and like the land of Egypt, as you go toward Zoar. Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. So, if you know the region of Bethel, and you know the other side, as you're going farther to the east, he went across the river area there to that region of Jordan, all up and down there, all the way by the Dead Sea. And thus, they separated from one another.
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent as far as Sodom. In other words, his dwelling, as far as Sodom.
Now the men of Sodom were wicked and sinful against the Eternal. You think, this isn't that far into time, and already you think of the absolute perversion of people and how they were living at that time. It doesn't take mankind long. And this was especially known in this particular region of the world.
Then the Eternal said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, Lift up your eyes now and look from the place where you are, northward, southward, eastward, and westward. For all the land which you see, I will give you and your descendants forever. So, it's going to happen in time. It's going to be several hundred years, but God fulfilled His promise as time went on.
Verse 16—I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if man could number the dust of the earth, then their descendants could also be numbered. Now, this goes beyond Abram, because scripture talks about those, in essence, that live by faith, are spiritually the descendants, if you talk about God and God's way of life and what God gives us in understanding and so forth, and one mind. There is this also here: They are from Abraham because of Joshua and so forth. But that will come later.
Arise, walk in the land through the length and the width, for I give it to you. Then Abraham moved his tent and went and dwelt by the tabernacle tree in Mamre, which is Hebron, and built an altar there to the Eternal. So again, still this custom of building an altar before God, which means he's offering up sacrifice offerings before God. That's what the purpose of that is, as he worshiped God.
Genesis 14:1—Now it came to pass in the days of Amraphel the king of Shinar…
Then it goes on and mentions several kings of different people who were going to war against one another. And again, all the different regions. It's talking about farther to the north; the kings got together there against the kings of the south, which included the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah, who were in this particular war. So, it refers to it as a war that was getting ready to take place here.
And going on down here then to verse 3—All these joined together in the valley of Siddim, that is, the Salt Sea. Twelve years they served this particular king, Chedorlaomer, if you will, and in the thirteenth year, they rebelled. So, this is a common thing throughout history in the Bible. This is how many went to war with each other and why they went to war. Because one country or one king was more powerful than the other, and they required tribute then of those that they had conquered or those that they wouldn't conquer—kind of like the mafia—and you pay me, and you'll be protected.
And this is how life was. You pay this tribute, and you'll be protected, and we won't hurt you, we won't bother you, but don't pay it and suffer the consequences. So, this is what was happening. They quit paying. It says they rebelled against their agreement.
In the fourteenth year this particular king Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and attacked. So, it goes on to tell of all those whom they attacked for rebelling against them. Again, it's kind of tedious to go through some of these things, but again, all this setting the groundwork for Abram's life and what he went through to build up in the story of where we're still going to go in additional parts of this series.
Then it leads to what happened next. Verse 8—Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is Zoar), went out and joined together and battled in the valley of Siddim against king Chedorlaomer, of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel, king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar – four kings against five. So again here, the first war spoken of in this fashion where people were gathered together by groups, nations of peoples or whatever.
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and some fell there, and the remainder, it says, fled to the mountains. Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their provisions and went their way. So, the ones in the north came down and conquered those of Sodom and Gomorrah and all that particular region, including Lot. And that's the story, a flow of what's taking place here, and took it all to the north with them, including a lot of people, a lot of those that would be slaves.
They also took Lot, Abram's brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.
Verse 13—Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees in Mamre, the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, the brother of Anar, and they, it says, were allies with Abram.
Now, when Abram heard that his kindred was taken captive—it says brother in some translations, but he wasn't a brother—kindred was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, meaning they served him. They were as employees, if you will, but they were servants.
And they had their wealth and their power to serve him, and it says they were well trained. Well, in these particular times, you had to be, if you were a group of people coming together, strong, otherwise, others are going to come in and take what you have. And so, he had trained servants, like a small militia.
And so, it says, he got them together, 318, very specific, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. So, going to the north. So, it's talking about how far they went. In other words, not known as Dan then, but what is identified as Dan. And some of these things are written this way as to places that were later on in time by name, if you will, just as the word Dan. Because we know that didn't happen for several hundred years.
He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. That's a long way north. So, they followed them all up into this particular region where these kings were from because they'd come down all that way to take what they wanted, and they had returned back. And so, Lot was among them and all the possessions of Lot, and his servants, and his family and the like.
Verse 16—Now, he brought back all the goods and also brought back his kindred Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people.
So again here, the first encounter of this type that we're going to get to in Part 2 here. But all this is a part of God intervening then later to give him protection, to give him help, to give him favor – again, teaching Abram about God and God's favor.
And yet he didn't have this at the time he went down into Egypt, in understanding or trusting or relying on God to protect him as they went down there, because they had to leave and get somewhere where they could survive, and that was an area that they could go to. Because their land had famine and everything else would have died, and possibly themselves and their families or different ones as well if there's nothing to eat.
So again, slow process of learning, but he learned. And this is another example, as we'll talk about next Sabbath, continuing in the story of what happened here and how God intervened for them.
So slow, hard to get into. I know it may be a little more boring, but we need to think about those kinds of things and understand there's a good reason for having a basis to certain things that God gives. They're here for a purpose, and to strive to receive out of it what we can on our own because of the story flow, understanding a unique relationship that all this time had passed, ten generations before we come down to Abram, ten generations from Noah before God began to work with someone again.
That's a long span of time, but that's what took place over the first few thousand years until we get up to the time of Moses. And again, still not that many who were worked with. If you look at the time of Moses, we don't know how many were drawn out of that, but there weren't that many that are mentioned by name, which, tendency is in the Old Testament, people were mentioned by name of who they were and what they did.
And even as the Israelites, if you look at them, there weren't all that many that had a close, personal relationship with God, that God made it clear with whom He was working. That's kind of mind-boggling. That long through history and that long through time. But God has a progressive process of revealing more, giving more, and more until we are at this time now.
So anyway, it's all building upon this.
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