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Last Sabbath, we started a new series, Beyond the Flood. Today, this is Part 2. 

In Part 1, we went up to the time of Abram when he had moved into a new region where God had told 
him to go. It's here that the households and livestock had grown so large that Lot and Abram had to 
separate from each other because some of the herders and so forth of the different livestock were 
getting into disagreements and arguments with each other. And so, it was better for them to separate. 
And so, we went through that portion. 

It was there that there was war in the region as four kings fought against five others… So, we know the 
story of how Lot chose an area that was farther away along the Jordan area, described as being very 
lush, plenty of water for crops. And that changed after a while, which we'll get into in the next part. We 
went into the portion then how four kings had come up against five; some had come down from the 
northern area of Canaan, Damascus kind of area, if you look on a map, farther south to go up against the 
kings around Sodom and Gomorrah where Lot was, and fought against them and took Lot, his people, 
and possessions with them back to the north. So, Abram went to rescue them, and that's where we were 
at the end of last week's sermon.  

Now I know some of this may be a little tedious, hard to go through, because we're just covering some 
things that may not be as interesting in the sense of going through something quickly when you read it. 
But it's good that we have a bit of a foundation in some of these things to realize this is when God began 
to work with a man in an awesome way, one through whom promises were going to be given. 

So, this was something planned out long, long before of what God was going to do in time to make a 
people, to make a nation great, that God would work with them above all other nations on the earth, 
and the things He would perform through them, and promises that would lead up to Joshua and then 
God's Kingdom on earth, and all the lessons to be learned from that. 

It is a very important part of God's plan here that we're going through of what was taking place and how 
God was working with him in a manner that was unique and different. Because it wasn't like we're 
accustomed to in the Church, where so many are together. Very few, a handful of people at different 
times, sometimes just one, sometimes two or three, not very many people at all God was molding and 
fashioning for things for the future. And all these things were so planned out, it's really kind of incredible 
when you go through it all. 
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So, picking it up in Genesis 14, we'll read these first four verses here where we left off last week, what 
we read at the end of the sermon. So, this is this war that had taken place. Abram went up with his 
family to rescue them. So, this is where we're breaking into the story. 

Genesis 14:13—Then one who had escaped came and told Abram, the Hebrew, for he dwelt with the 
terebinth tree in Mamre, the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, the brother of Aner, who were allies, it says 
here, with Abram. Now, when Abram heard that his kindred had been taken captive, he armed his 
three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as 
far as Dan. 

Now, this is an incredible story here because it's hard for us to grasp and comprehend their lifestyle, 
what they lived, but they had to protect themselves against would be robbers or groups of people who 
might come in and want to take what they had because he was a very wealthy man by this time, Abram 
was. So was Lot, in his own right, and he had huge households or servants, if you want to call it that, but 
people who worked there for them as family. And they grew very large, they expanded their lives, their 
productivity, and on and on it goes, and God blessed him mightily. 

It says, He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and 
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. So again, that's farther north in modern-
day Syria. And again, quite a distance up there for them in that period of time. Not really that far in many 
respects for us here in the U.S. because it's not as far as going across some states, obviously. 

Now, he brought back all the goods and also brought back his kindred, Lot, and his goods, as well as 
the women and the people. So he went up and got everything back. Incredible! Small force like that that 
was able to do what they accomplished, and the other kings were not able to accomplish when they'd 
come down to fight with them. 

Now continuing on the story: Verse 17—Now the king of Sodom went out to meet him in the Valley of 
Shaveh (which is the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings 
who were with him. So, it's a mouthful. 

Now, it interjects right here: Then Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. He, the 
priest of God. As it should be translated – “as the priest of God.” This is how He was presented to 
Abram, of God Most High. So, again here, something that we didn't even grasp nor comprehend until, 
what, 2005. Awesome. God began to reveal to us more about Him, Melchizedek, and the meaning of 
those things that Melchizedek pictured and so forth as the priest. 

God presented himself in this manner as the priest of God, a physical being that was standing before 
Abram. And before He'd communicated to Abram, but it doesn't say in a physical presence of any kind of 
something that Abram saw when He had told him before to go to the south. 
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Because I think it's kind of interesting (I just have some of the notes here), but going back, thinking about 
Abram when he was 58, when, tenth generation later, Noah died. So he was 58 when Noah died. They 
had lived together in that same region all that time of his life, 58 years. He knew him well. And Terah, his 
father, Abram's father, certainly had to know of some of the things that were from Noah, but Abram was 
the one that drank it in. And it becomes very evident that God was working with Abram as time went on. 

And again here, so it was seven years after the death of Noah that Terah gathered his family together, 
Abram and Lot, and some of those, and they went to the area of the one we just talked about, really the 
region of Damascus, northern Canaan, because that's where they were located for a time, in a place 
called Haran, who was the brother of Abram?. So, he died rather young, in that respect. So whether they 
named the region after him for that, I don't know, but probably, because it's the same name. 

But again here, Abram was 65 at that point when they left Ur of the Chaldees to go to Canaan, that area 
of Canaan. And then it was another ten years later, finally God told Abram to move out of that area of 
Canaan and move to the south. It just says he went, and Lot went with him and their families and so 
forth. So, they separated from Terah. He still lived for several more years. It goes through the story flow 
then of this time period, of all the things that took place, very specific in timing. 

Then we come down here to this story now as we go on here. So, the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him in the Valley of Shaveh, and then this Melchizedek came out after that to meet with Abram and 
presented himself as the priest of God Most High. Again, showing something that was to happen later in 
time where there would be a priest, that God was going to give a priest and a High Priest. But it wasn't 
himself; it was from himself, speaking of Joshua the Christ. And to me it clears up so many things in the 
times past we really didn't understand nor grasp, couldn't put together. 

Verse 19—Then He blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven 
and earth. So, reminding him again here, just as a part of a teaching process. Abraham's learning. 
There's not a lot that he has. He has the things that were given through Noah, and of all the things that 
have transpired through time, things about sacrifices and so forth that Noah knew of. And how much 
other knowledge, we're not certain. It doesn't say. 

But certainly there was knowledge about God and the ways of God that were passed down, and Abram 
received those. And so, God began to work more directly then with Abram at this point, presenting 
himself directly to him. And it says, and Blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies 
into your hand. So, letting him know that God's done this: “God has given your enemies into your hand. 
You didn't do it yourself. God delivered them into your hand.” 

That's something Abraham needed to learn at that point in time to begin to have a trust in God that he 
didn't fully have yet. We talked about that last Sabbath. And yet Abraham slips in this understanding a 
little bit later, but understandably so. He didn't have a lot that was given at this point, but God is just 
barely beginning to work with him at this point as well. 
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Then he (speaking of Abram) gave Him (Melchizedek), a tithe of all. 

Now, the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the people. And so, it's going in and telling this story 
here of what took place. Give me the people and take the goods for yourself. It's kind of obnoxious 
when you look at this and see what he was like, what he was doing. By what right? If Abram was the one 
that conquered, able to bring back the families and so forth, and then this king comes along and says 
things of this nature, it's like, “Well, where are you coming from?” Anyway. 

Now the king of Sodom said to Abraham, Give me the people and take the goods for yourself. But 
Abraham said to the king of Sodom, I have raised my hand to the Eternal, God Most High, the 
possessor of heaven and earth. So, he passed along what God had given to him – He's the possessor of 
heaven and earth. And obviously, what he'd already learned from Noah, the Creator, that life began with 
Adam and Eve. 

…that I will take nothing from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, 
lest you should say, I have made Abram rich. So, again here, he was strengthened in a relationship 
toward God; he was strengthened by what God had told him, and God gave him help in that. And so, he's 
being very strong in what he has to say to this king of Sodom. 

—except only the young men, what they have eaten, in essence, and the portion of the men who were 
with me. Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, let them take their portion. So, “Let them have their portion of 
what they received in this and what they took from the north.” But again, being in that particular region, 
this king, I guess, thought he had certain rights and so forth over them in that particular part of the 
country. That’s why the kings of the north came down, because they weren't paying any taxes from the 
south to the north any longer. I guess taxes is the best way to phrase this. 

Then, chapter 15, it goes on. Genesis 15:1—After these things, the word of the Eternal came to Abram 
in a vision, saying, Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield. So again here, it's hard for us to grasp 
some of these things that were going on, but if this king is acting like this and being this way, God is 
giving him strength, telling him, “You have nothing to fear. I am your shield. I gave you the ability to put 
all this into your hand when you went and fought against them in the north, and I am basically with you 
now, and I'll protect.” That's what He's saying. “I'll protect you. I am your shield.” 

…your exceeding great reward. So, above and beyond just a shield – “your reward.” And so this had to 
have more meaning in it than what we can glean out of what is recorded here or how it's stated. 

But Abram said, Lord, what will you give me… So this had to be more in a context of his future and 
things that were to happen that he could pass along in his family. That's how he took it, so it had to be 
said in that particular vein. …seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. 
Then Abram said, Look, you have given me no offspring. Indeed, one born in my house is my heir. So, 
in other words, not of his blood, not from him, but grew up in that area, taken care of, and he's the 
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oldest, and that's where the passing along would take place as far as Abram was concerned, as far as all 
his wealth and so forth. 

Now, behold, the word of the Eternal came to him saying, This one shall not be your heir, but one who 
will come from your own body shall be your heir. So it means only one thing, “You're going to have 
children.” 

Then He brought him outside and said, Look now toward heaven and count the stars if you're able to 
number them. You know, think of something like this. Of course, they had very clear skies compared to 
what we have here with lights and cities and the like, and able to see the skies. And how do you start 
counting them? I can't remember. I think there are 2,000 and some, I think, that you might be able to see 
with the naked eye and start mapping out if you're really fast and really good at this. But anyway, they 
didn't have that ability. 

But to look at the stars, if you're able to number them. And he couldn't. And He said to him, so shall 
your descendants be. So he didn't even begin to grasp what God was telling him because he had no 
concept of the number of stars that are out there. So, it was far, far beyond what Abram could 
understand and comprehend – only what he could see with his naked eye. Incredible. Because God has 
continued through progressive revelation through time to reveal there is so much more. Science is now 
able to understand and see into distant galaxies and incredible, the things that the mind can't even 
comprehend. 

Verse 6—Now he believed the Eternal, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. So, this is where a 
lot of this began because Abraham was the one through whom promises were given because of what He 
was going to do, primarily because of Joshua and what was going to come many generations later, but 
also a great nation and the example and what would be learned from that. 

So, it says, “He believed the Eternal, and He accounted it to him,” God accounted it to him, “as 
righteousness.” We understand that's how faith works. You believe what God says, and you live by that, 
you have a conviction of that, then that's how we're counted as righteous. That's an awesome thing that 
was revealed in the New Testament. Of course, we understand the ability to be forgiven of sin. But as 
that process begins, we believe God about that as well. We believe about Joshua the Christ, our 
Passover, and we live by that, and God counts that to us for righteousness, because we know we're not. 
We have to repent of sin on a regular basis. We're not righteous of and by ourselves, by any measure. 

Then He said to him, I am the Eternal who brought you out of Ur. So, He's letting him know, “I brought 
you out of there. Your father took you from there, but I am the one who did it.” He moved Terah, his 
father, to take him out of Ur of the Chaldees to that region of Canaan. God was in this through that 
whole time, from the time that Noah died and a few years later then Terah being moved to move to a 
different region, taking his family. And we could surmise, try to understand why that might have taken 
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place, but knowing the nature of human beings and what they were like, it was far better to get away 
from some of that region because of the way they were living. 

So again, I, the Eternal, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldees to give you this land to inherit it. 
“I've brought you here to inherit this.” Then he said, The Lord Eternal, how shall I know that I'll inherit 
it? “How can it be mine?” 

So He said to him, Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, 
a turtle dove, and a young pigeon. Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two down the 
middle and placed one piece opposite the other. But he did not cut the birds in two. So, why get 
specific like this? I don't have the foggiest idea. But this was a process that He led him through. 

It says, Now, when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abraham drove them away. So birds of 
prey. 

Now, when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and behold, horror and great 
darkness fell upon him. So again here, hard to grasp and comprehend some of this, but this is something 
that God was allowing to take place. 

Then He (God) said to Abraham, Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that 
is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. And also the nation 
whom they serve, I will judge. Afterward, they shall come out with great possessions. God is beginning 
to show to Abram things that He is going to do that Abram would never know was fulfilled. He would 
never live to see it take place. 

But these things were passed along in the lineage to the children, to Isaac, Jacob, and so forth, and they 
had this knowledge that they carried with them. And so, things began to fit together later on for them. 
But they couldn't understand these things. Abram couldn't understand these things at that time, but God 
began to work with him and tell these things to him. 

So again here, the detail of God planning ahead. All these things were planned so far beyond this even, 
but He finally started giving them to Abram, about a man he was going to work with, a man to whom He 
was going to give promises of inheritance, and then to raise up a nation of people that would spread 
throughout the earth in time through whom He would work, fulfill certain things. 

This country here is a result of some of those promises. To think that all these things that took place, and 
the wealth, and the most powerful nation that would ever exist on earth, was given in time, in prophecy, 
to fit into what God was telling to Abram at this time. 

Now, as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace. You will be buried at a good old age. So, you're 
going to live to have a good old age. And even though age spans were being shortened at this particular 
time, he's still going to live for some time. 
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But in the fourth generation, they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete. So again, all these things that God had planned out that Abram couldn't understand what He's 
talking about. But they're recorded, they were kept, they were passed down. 

Verse 17—Then it came to pass when the sun went down, and it was dark, and behold, there 
appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between two pieces. On the same day, the 
Eternal made a covenant with Abram, saying, To your descendants I have given this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, and the Rephaim, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and 
the Jebusites. All a mouthful. So, He started letting him know this vast region that he couldn't 
comprehend in his mind that his lineage is going to inherit. But he believed God. 

Chapter 16. Now, the pronunciation of her name is not what it looks like. It's Saraï [Suh-Rye-ee]. 

Genesis 16:1—Now, Saraï, Abraham's wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 
maidservant whose name was Hagar, so Saraï said to Abram, See now, the Eternal has restrained me 
from bearing children. Please go into my maid. Perhaps I shall obtain children by her. Then Abram 
listened to the voice of Saraï. Then Saraï, Abram's wife, took Hagar, her maid, the Egyptian, and gave 
her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. 

Again here, most people, if you have any wisdom in mind at all, to know that this isn't going to go well. 
Things like this aren't going to work in life. It's not the way life is. There are going to be problems that 
come out of all this. 

So, he went into Hagar, and she conceived. Now, when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress 
became contemptuous… It says “despised” her, but it's the word “contemptuous,” “having disdain” or 
“having deep disrespect in her eyes.” In other words, for Saraï. So, her attitude changed toward the one 
she was to be serving. A typical type of thing that should be able to be understood by human nature that 
would take place. And, of course, as that began to happen, that certainly didn't help Saraï's attitude 
toward her, and so contention, problems (we call it today drama) began. 

Then Saraï said to Abram, My wrong be upon you. I gave my maid into your embrace, and when she 
saw that she conceived, I became contemptuous in her eyes. And so, Saraï began to have a problem 
here of jealousy. It's only natural. 

The Eternal judge between you and me. So, Abraham said to Saraï, Indeed, your maid is in your hand. 
In other words, “You have the control. You are the head of this household as my wife.” And so he was 
backing her in this respect and saying, “She is under yours,” basically. That's what was being said here. 
Do to her as you please. In other words, “She is your servant.” 
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Then, when Saraï dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence. So, drama, pretty strong drama. 
Because for her to flee, you know there had to be some pretty strong words, pretty strong things that 
took place here, and it says she fled from her presence. 

Now, the angel of the Eternal found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the 
way to Shur. So it wasn't just a matter of going a little ways; it was getting away from her, a long way 
away from her, because, perhaps, of fear of what she's going to do to her, I don't know. It doesn't say. 

Then he said, Hagar, Saraï's maid, where have you come from, and where are you going? So again here, 
it talks about this angel of the Eternal found her by the spring of water in the wilderness, and by the 
spring on the way to Shur. This angel is speaking to her. And then he said, “Hagar, Saraï's maid, where 
have you come from and where are you going?” 

She said, I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress, Saraï. And the angel of the Eternal said to her, 
Return to your mistress and submit yourself under her hand. So, this was the task being given to her. 
She was being told to do this, which is what she should have done anyway. But anyway, things got blown 
out of shape because of her attitude changing once she was pregnant and so forth. 

And then it goes on to say, Then the angel of the Eternal said to her, I will multiply your descendants 
exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude. In other words, that which is coming from 
you, they're going to become great. 

Now, the angel of the Eternal said to her, Behold, you are with child, and you shall bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Ishmael. So even here, God has given the name because names have meaning. This is 
one that means, “God will hear.” And so, God heard her, in essence, her dilemma and what she was 
going through. 

…and you shall call his name Ishmael, because the Eternal has heard your affliction. He shall be a wild 
one. Some translate this as “a wild ass.” It's referring to how they behave, and basically meaning one 
running wild. So, this is going to be his basic nature. 

You think, how does God know this? God created us, and God knows what happens in certain proclivities 
of people and things that are passed down through genes, and some things that can get better and some 
things that can get worse. And there are some things, good or bad, that happened that God has allowed 
to go through in time, and this is a part of this process here. 

So, “You're going to have one that's going to be running wild, not really getting along with others very 
well.” His hand shall be against every man, and every man's hand against him. Now he will dwell in the 
presence of all his brethren. So, without speculation, I'm sure some of that's somewhere in the Middle 
East to this day, of certain ones that behave in a certain manner, and it's a proclivity. 
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Verse 13—Then she called the name of the Eternal who spoke to her, You are the God who sees. For 
she said, Have I also here seen Him who sees me? Therefore, the well was called Beer Lahai Roi which 
means, Well of the Living One who sees me. So again, a name here that has to do with the words of 
what it was called. 

And it goes on to say, See, it is between Kadesh and Berid. So, Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram 
named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. So, this story had to be repeated to him of what had taken 
place. She came back, and his name was to be Ishmael. So Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar 
bore Ishmael to Abram. Again, not that long after the death of Noah. 28 years later, after they'd done all 
this movement, first over there to that area in northern Canaan, and then down into this region. 

Genesis 17:1—When Abraham was ninety-nine years old—so this was 13 years later—the Eternal 
appeared to Abram and said to him, I am Almighty God. You think, long distance of time here. 
Sometimes we think time moves a little slowly in things that are given to us, but a lot more so back then. 
Because these are just little pieces here and there that God is giving and working with Abram to mold 
and fashion him, the experiences Abram was going through. And so, here's the next one that's of 
importance. 

He says, I am Almighty God. Walk before me and be blameless, and I will make my covenant between 
me and you and will multiply you exceedingly. Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, 
saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with you. So He'd already told him that He was promising him 
certain things, and now He's reinforcing this by saying that this is a covenant that He's making with him. 

…and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. So, incredible here how this 
goes on through time and now giving him a different name, and also Saraï in a moment here. 

I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. So, 
this had to be really encouraging to him at this point in time because there wasn't that much connection. 

You know, every Sabbath, every seventh day, we're blessed to have sermons where God inspires us, 
works with us through the power of His holy spirit, inspires us, works with us to mold and fashion our 
minds. It wasn't so back then in the same way. It took a lot of time of God working through time. And of 
course, they were tested in that process as well, tried in that. But it shows the kind of mind that Abram 
had to hold on to what he'd been given. And these moments, then, of these kinds of things where God 
reinforced and encouraged him, awesome what took place. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you in their 
generations for an everlasting covenant to be God to you and to your descendants after you. So again, 
this was important to Abram. He knew about different lineages. He knew the lineage he had. He knew 
about Noah and him being the tenth generation from Noah, and all these things that had come down to 
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this point in time and what you're able to pass along through your families and what you're working for 
as people do, want to do. 

So it goes on to say in verse 8—Also, I give to you and to your descendants after you the land in which 
you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession, and I will be their God. So 
again, He's telling him again we're talking about all the land of Canaan. This goes all the way to the north 
here, to where they first moved to in the northern part of Canaan, all the way down to the south there. 
And He said, “This is all going to be your descendants.” 

That had to be hard in one respect to understand, to grasp because of being small in pockets as different 
peoples were at this particular time, growing larger on the earth, but still relatively small. 

Then God said to Abraham, As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your descendants after 
you throughout their generations. This is my covenant which you shall keep between me and you and 
your descendants after you. Every male child among you shall be circumcised. So, this is where this 
process began as a sign between them and God that they were keeping this covenant toward God, to 
follow God. 

And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and you. He who is eight years old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in 
your generations. He who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not 
your descendant; he who is born in your house, and he who is bought with your money must be 
circumcised. In other words, to be a part of that family, to be a part of that community, if you will. 

And my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. Now, the uncircumcised male child 
who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from my people. He has 
broken my covenant. So again here, showing the importance of keeping this covenant, that everyone 
must follow this in order to be able to receive of these promises. And so this was being passed down and 
said in a very powerful way. 

Let's turn over to Romans 8. We'll come back to the flow here in a moment. I'll just read it to you. You 
don't have to turn there. Romans 2:28. (We know these very well.) For one is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision which is outward in the flesh. But one is a Jew spiritually… So, it's 
showing here what was really important to God that God revealed later on. This was a physical sign. This 
was about a relationship on a physical plane, only a physical plane, and not anything that had to do with 
that which was spiritual, but it led up to and taught that which was to become spiritual. 

But one is a Jew spiritually who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart. So that was an 
incredible thing that was given by Paul, to show that this is what's important to God. It's what happens 
inside the heart, the mind of a human being in their relationship toward God that counts, not some sign. 
Not something physical, not something that people do in a physical plane, but something that people do 
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in the mind in their relationship toward God, whether they're going to be true and right and faithful to 
God and to what God has given to us. To be genuine, to be honest, to be true. 

Sometimes people have problems with some of that in their lives and they allow pulls of this world to 
begin pulling at them and stray away from God's Church and God's truth. And those things God will not 
tolerate, God will not allow. Because God wants our mind. It's what's in us. It's how we think toward 
Him, toward His word, and whether it's genuine in our lives, and we want it so much that we will fight 
against those things and ask God for help to fight against those other kinds of pulls that happen in life 
that should never be a part of God's Church. 

So, these things are ongoing in God's Church, and I hate dealing with them. And I continually have to 
deal with them; it's just a part of the process. So each one has to decide what are they going to do, and 
are we going to remain firm and constant in this and fight and not lie to God by things that we do that 
are wrong. God knows when you're lying. When you go do certain things that you shouldn't be doing, 
you know that you're not doing right. You've got to get your act together and repent before God. And 
they certainly can't be allowed to go on for month after month, year after year in some cases. That's 
atrocious! It's not a part of God's Church. 

So again here, “One is not a Jew as one outwardly, nor circumcision.” So, just going to Sabbath services 
back and forth or going to the Feast of Tabernacles is not what makes us part of God's Church. It's what's 
in our mind and our conviction toward God. 

But one is a Jew spiritually who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, of the spirit, and 
not of the letter, whose praise is not from men, but from God. So it's about a relationship. You think, 
how they started out, how God began to work with them as a physical people, but still working with 
Abraham on a spiritual plane. But others strictly physical. Those descendants, those families, and things 
that were going to be passed down that were a physical sign, a very physical thing that was taking place 
there. But it was a matter of keeping this, in part, on a physical plane: the covenant, and the importance 
of God, and the importance of what God had promised, and God would work with that through time and 
work with others through time, just as we come up to the time of Moses later. 

Genesis 17:15—Then God said to Abraham, As for Saraï your wife, You shall not call her name Saraï, 
but Sarah shall be her name. Now I will bless her and also give you a son by her. Then I will bless her... 
Now, this wasn't an easy thing for Abram to hear, nor for her to hear, because they're old. She's old in 
what they understand now of having children. It wasn't like things before the flood and so forth. They'd 
already had enough experience, enough hundred years to see this process and to understand. 

Now I will bless her and also give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 
nations; kings of people, telling them again, kings of peoples, nations shall be from her. And I think if 
we grasp it on a spiritual plane to understand those who are of Abraham, of the Church of God (because 
it's a spiritual thing), the children, and understanding what that means – an awesome thing, kings. 
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There'll be 144,000 of them all a part of that process. Except for those who were before the flood that 
God worked with in a very special way. But from Abraham on, it changed. 

Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born to a man who is 
one hundred years old? Because things had already started to change. Then shall Sarah, who was 
ninety years old, bear a child? Now Abraham said to God, Oh, that Ishmael might live before you! 
Then God said, No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son… So, he didn't really believe this yet. All he 
could do was laugh – his response to think that it was even possible. 

He said, I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant and with his descendants 
after him. Now, as for Ishmael… Because there was already a fondness toward that child growing up 
that was from him, and the feelings and a desire to see him blessed in life and receive blessings from 
God. But that wasn't God's plan to work through Ishmael to accomplish what was going to come to pass. 

Now, as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. Basically 
12 nations, speaking of a peoples. …but my covenant I will establish with Isaac. 

So again, important to God here of a lineage that was going to follow of whom He was going to work 
through and how He was going to accomplish it, that it was going to be through Abraham and Sarah. And 
again here, there's a lot there we don't know yet, nor understand, nor comprehend, but there are 
reasons for all this, of what God was doing. 

But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year. 
Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. So Abraham took Ishmael his son, 
all who were born in his house, and all who were bought with his money, every male among the men 
of Abraham's house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day as God had said to 
him. 

So, he was very zealous. When he learned something from God, he did it. He did it. That's just the way 
he was. He believed God, and he just did it. Maybe not understanding it, but he did it. There are things 
we don't understand when we first come into God's Church, or even later, and in time, if we keep doing 
what we're convicted of doing, of knowing what God has given to us, and we keep pressing forward, God 
helps us to understand things later on. 

Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael, 
his son, was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very same 
day, Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael, and all the men of his house, born of the house or 
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 
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Genesis 18:1—Then the Eternal appeared to him by the terebinth tree of Mamre. It says it's likely an 
oak, evidently speaking of a certain kind of oak. But it was known because of where it was, as I talked 
about last week. It was something that was known as a place along certain routes or whatever. 

…and as he was sitting in the tent door, in the heat of the day. So he lifted his eyes and looked, and 
behold, three men—in other words, this is the appearance of what he could see— were standing by 
him. It's not a word that means here “by him,” by the way, or “in front of” or “beside,” but it's often used 
to mean “over” or “above” or “beyond.” So, when he saw these three, it’s almost as though they were 
above the ground or standing above the ground. He saw that they were not normal men, in other words. 

So, it's not a word “standing beside him,” or anything of that nature, as it's written here. It has to do with 
how they appeared, of what he was seeing. That's what's important and what's being said here. The 
word meaning “over; above; or beyond.” 

And when he saw them, he ran from the tent of the door to meet them and bowed himself to the 
ground. So, why would you do that? Because you know this has to be of God. You know, no human being 
could do this. How would you know who they are? …and said, My Lord, if I have now found favor in 
your sight, do not pass on by your servant. Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet and 
rest yourselves under the tree. 

So, whether it’s this ability to perceive or God gave that to him to perceive this is from God, angelic 
beings, don't know. But he was excited, and he bowed down. You don't just bow down to anyone, 
obviously. 

And I will bring a morsel of bread that you may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by 
inasmuch as you have come to your servant. So he's calling him a servant, himself a servant, so there 
had to be more in his understanding of what he saw. 

They said, Do as you have said. So Abraham hurried into the tent of Sarah and said, Quickly, make 
ready three measures of fine meal, knead it and make cakes. Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a 
tender of good calf, gave it to the young man, and he hastened to prepare it. So he took butter and 
milk and the calf which he had prepared and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree 
as they ate. 

Then they said to him, Where is Sarah your wife? So he said to him, In the tent. And he said, I will 
certainly return to you according to the time of life. And behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son. And 
Sarah was listening in the tent door, which was behind him, it says. So, this is where she comes into the 
picture of this and hearing this. And I don't know if they had discussed any of this before, but it doesn't 
appear to be the case. 

Now, Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age, and Sarah had passed the age of 
childbearing. So they knew this. This is something they understood. She's past that period of time of 
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being able to bear a child. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself. So, not necessarily anything out loud, 
but it says she laughed within herself, saying, After I've grown old, shall I have pleasure, my Lord, being 
old also? And the Eternal said to Abraham, Why did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I surely bear a child 
since I am old? 

So again here, God knows what's in the mind. He can perceive our thoughts and our thinking, knows 
exactly what we're thinking. That's why sometimes in God's Church, I don't know why people can't have 
that fully in mind that you can't lie to God. It doesn't work. He knows how you're thinking. And if we're 
not genuine and true before Him, He knows that. Mind-boggling. 

Is anything too difficult for the Eternal? In other words, “Is there anything that the Eternal can't do?” At 
the appointed time, I will return to you according to the time of life. In other words, to have a child, to 
be begotten and to have a child in this normal period of time. 

…and Sarah shall have a son. But Sarah denied it, saying, I did not laugh, for she was afraid. So it was 
told to Abraham. Again here, maybe being afraid, responding in a way of not grasping the power and 
might of God. Well, she's going to learn. And He said, No, but you did laugh. 

Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to send them 
on their way. And the Eternal said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? So, again here, 
something to be recorded, something to be learned from, and something to be passed along that we're 
to understand how God works with things and why He wants us to understand it. 

He has this relationship with Abraham, and He's going to make it clear here that Abraham is going to be 
included now in why He's coming through that area. He had every intention of doing this all along. It was 
a part of the process. It's for our learning. It's recorded so we can grasp and understand the mind of God, 
the way of God, and the kind of love God has for His people. 

Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing…? God doesn't hide from us what He's doing. He's called us. 
He's given us incredible understanding. He's let us know the age we live in, where we're headed, what's 
coming. Awesome! It's about a relationship God has with His people. 

Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, in all the nations of the earth will be blessed in him? So what an awesome thing to say. Not 
understood by most who have ever read this, what it's talking about here? Because it's about something 
spiritual that would come through time, through a descendant, Joshua the Christ, as Passover, as High 
Priest, through whom all the nations of the earth are blessed, through a descendant of Abraham. 
Awesome! Because that's what it's about. 

It goes on to say, For I have known him in order that he may command his children and his household 
after him. Abraham had the kind of character, the kind of mindset, the kind of thinking that this is going 
to be passed along and reinforced in his children and their children. It's going to be passed along. 
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…that they may keep the way of the Eternal, to do righteousness and justice, that the Eternal may 
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him. So the Eternal said, Behold, the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah. So this is happening before Isaac is born, and this is on His journey there. He's let them 
know you're going to have a child. Sarah's going to give birth by the time I come back here, and this is 
where we're going now. This is what's taking place. He wants him to understand, to know. 

So the Eternal said, because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is 
exceedingly burdensome. So He's telling him this is what this region is like, and it's getting worse and 
worse in the cry that's coming up of the evil that's there. 

I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that 
has come to me. Nevertheless, I will know. So again here, putting it in physical terms. God knows, but 
He's going to go through this process in a matter of righteous judgment. 

Verse 22—Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, and Abraham still stood 
before the Eternal. So the two went on, the two that are spoken of who go to Sodom and Gomorrah. 

And Abraham came near and said, Would you also destroy the righteous with the wicked? So he's 
asking this because his kindred is there. Lot's there, their lineage is there, and he has concern for their 
welfare, knowing that they're going there to see what's taking place and God has made it clear for their 
evil and for their sin that they're going to be destroyed. 

And Abraham came near and said, Would you also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose 
there were fifty righteous within the city; would you also destroy the place and not spare it for the 
fifty righteous that were in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with 
the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked. Far be it from you. So this is pretty strong 
language in his reasoning with God. But he knew enough about God to know that compassion, the love 
that God has for His creation, and for those who strive to live what is right. But the problem was there 
weren't fifty. 

Far be it from you. Shall not the judge of all the earth do right? So the Eternal said, If I find in Sodom 
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. Then Abraham answered 
and said, Indeed now, I, who am but dust and ashes, have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord. I 
kind of have to laugh at some of this. “I'm but dust and ashes. I'm so small, but I'm speaking to you.” 

Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous. Would you destroy all the city for the lack of 
five? And He said, if I found there forty-five, if I find there, I will not destroy it. Then he spoke to Him 
yet again and said, Suppose there should be forty around there. He keeps whittling it down. And it’s 
human nature, but a desire on his part to see Lot and his lineage, family spared. 
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So He said… It shows something about his character again here. …I will not do it for the sake of forty. 
Then he said, Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. So he keeps going. He’s going to whittle this 
down lower and lower because there may not be that many there. 

Suppose thirty should be there. So He said, I will not do it if I find thirty there. Then he said, Indeed, 
now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty should be found there. So He 
said, I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty. Then he said, Let not the Lord be angry… Because 
you're talking to God. You're speaking to God and reasoning with Him, and he keeps coming down with 
this number. And he's trying to get reassured, so he just keeps whittling it down. 

Let not the Lord be angry, and I'll speak but once more. Suppose ten should be there… Only ten in this 
whole region. Because it wasn't just Sodom and Gomorrah; it was that whole region, which was a vast 
region of where this took place. We read Sodom and Gomorrah, but it talks about other cities and other 
places that were destroyed as well, and that it was going to be an entire region that was going to be fully 
destroyed by what God was going to do. 

Then He said, I will not destroy it for the sake of ten. So the Eternal went His way as soon as He had 
finished speaking with Abraham, and Abraham returned to His place. 

Genesis 19:1—Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of 
Sodom. And when Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward 
the ground. Then he said, Hear now, my lords, please turn in to your servant's house and spend the 
night, and wash your feet. Now, how much he knew and understood, we don't know, but it seems like 
he understood a little bit more here than it just being men by how the story goes on. Obviously, he knew 
as time went along here, but I think he knew right here in the very beginning. 

Lot, in his own way, was still a lineage of those who were holding on to certain things that God had given 
through Noah, through Terah, and then Lot and Abraham getting along as long as well as they did, and 
the closeness that they had to have. There had to be a strong bond there for them to travel on south 
themselves. And then finally, to keep peace, Lot then finally moving into that region because he thought 
it was a wealthier area that he could grow within and not have contention then with any of Abraham's 
people. 

And so, he's telling them to come on in. Then you may rise early and go on your way. And they said… 
So, he had no idea why they were there, what they were going to do. No, for we will spend the night in 
the open square. Yet he urged them. So they turned in to him and entered his house. Because of his 
continual urging of them to come on in. And he did that for their safety, what he thought was their 
safety, not knowing the power fully that they had there, perhaps. We don't know. 

Then he made a feast—in other words, a great dinner for them—and baked unleavened bread, and 
they ate. 
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Verse 4—Now, before they could lie down, the men of the city (so it was before bedtime here, before 
they were going to retire), the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people 
from every quarter, surrounded the house. These people were so sickly perverted, their minds had gone 
so far. That's why God was going to destroy it, the whole city. 

And they called Lot and said to him, Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us that we may know them. And if you know what that means, then it's pretty perverted. So Lot went 
out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, and said, Please, my brethren, don't do 
such evil. Look now, I have two daughters who have not known a man. Please, let me bring them out 
to you, and you may do with them as you wish, only do nothing to these men because they come 
under the protection of my roof. 

So I don't really understand his mind fully here, but perhaps because he understood that they didn't care 
about women in the first place. It's hard to grasp and understand why he did this. 

Verse 9—And they said, Stand back. Then they said, This one came as a migrant, a foreigner, as it is, 
and is judging as a judge to us. So, this goes back and forth with the group and with Lot, and “He's been 
a migrant. He's come into this area. He's not of this area. He's not of Sodom and Gomorrah, but he's 
moved into this region now, and now he's making himself a judge of us?” So, that's what they had been 
feeling for some time, I'm sure, because of things that Lot was saying. 

And so, they go on to say, and judging as a judge of us. Now we will deal worse with you than with 
them. So they pressed hard against the man Lot and came near to break down the door. But the men 
reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house, the angels did, with them and shut the door. 
Then they struck the men who were in the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, 
so that they became weary trying to find the door. 

So again here, how far, how many, we don't know. It just says those who were in that vicinity struck 
down with blindness. 

Then the man said to Lot, Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and 
whomever you have in the city, take them out of this place. So whoever you have as your family, we're 
leaving the city. For we will destroy this place because of the outcry against them has grown great 
before the face of the Eternal, and the Eternal has sent us to destroy it. So now he definitely knows that 
they are more than just men, if he didn't know it before. 

And so again here, we just have a little bit of a capsule of a story, and they make it very clear that they're 
there to destroy it, so you better go and tell your family and get them ready to leave the city. 

So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, Get up! Get 
out of this place, for the Eternal will destroy this city! But to his sons-in-law, he seemed to be joking. 

Beyond the Flood, Pt. 2	 	 17



So they didn't take it seriously, in other words. Whether that's a proper translation, but that was the gist 
of it all. They didn't really take seriously everything that he had said. 

And when the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, Arise, take your wife and your 
two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city. Then while he 
lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of the two daughters. So, they 
grabbed them and started leading them out of the city. 

…the Eternal being compassionate to him. And they brought him out and set him outside the city. Now 
it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, Escape for your life! So there was a 
great urgency put upon it. “As fast as you can, get out of here, because this is about to be destroyed!” Do 
not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain! Escape to the mountains lest you be destroyed! 

So that's a fairly good distance. You can see it as you drive along that particular region of the country up 
toward the areas where Petra is. It starts growing in elevation after a short distance and there is this 
mountain range. So it's like, “You can escape. You can escape to there.” But he didn't want to because it 
wasn't known as a good place to escape to because that's a lot of times where thieving people, robbers 
and so forth were.  

He said, Escape for your life! Do not look behind you! Do not stay in the plain! Escape to the 
mountains, lest you be destroyed! Then Lot said to them, Please, no, my Lords, indeed now if your 
servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your kindness, which you have shown 
me, by saving my life, but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. So, 
see now, this city is nearby to flee to, and it's small. 

So, in other words, they were talking about a city there on the plain, going toward the mountains, “Let 
us escape to this little town, and we'll be there.” Please let us escape there to this small one, so our 
lives live on. Then he, the angel, said to him, See, I have shown favor to you concerning this thing also, 
in that I will not destroy this city for which you have spoken. Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do 
anything until you have arrived there. So he's letting him know, “This can be spared, but I can't do 
anything until you're there.” So, he had this instruction from God, the angels did, and this is what's going 
to take place. 

And they've been given that power to do the destruction, to destroy it. Not something God did. God 
gave a lot to His angelic realm to do in the creation itself, and they had incredible power when used for 
the purpose that God had given to them. This was one purpose of something they were going to do that 
God had given. 

Therefore, the name of the city was called Zoar, which has the meaning of “insignificant,” small, 
insignificant. And so they were allowed to go there, and then the region was destroyed. 

With that, we're going to stop there today and continue next Sabbath. 
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Incredible some of the story that follows. And understanding that region and what's there, and what is 
there today, as a lesson of something people should ask and understand why it is like it is: the Dead Sea, 
the entire region. It's quite an incredible story. 

So, we'll stop there.
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