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Our current series is entitled Beyond the Flood, with this being Part 3. 

In Part 1, we looked at the time that led up to when Abraham moved into a new land where God had 
told him to go. And it is here that we covered how the households, when he moved into that area, where 
the households had grown so much, livestock and so forth, and some of the herdsmen were having 
some tiffs here and there with one another. They'd grown so large that both Lot and Abram came to a 
point where they determined that they needed to separate, choosing different parts of the country to 
live in. 

So, we're going to revisit a little bit here as we go through this as a part of a review. I wanted to mention 
here again that as we go through some of these things, some of this may seem a little difficult in the 
sense of a story flow. But although a story, it's important to understand where God was in His plan at this 
particular time, working with mankind. 

It becomes more inspiring, more moving to see the process through time of how God is so patient in 
working everything out and has to be in that regard because of the formation and style and so forth of 
the plan and what He's working to accomplish. But here you come up to a point in time where finally 
He’s going to begin to work with the next person beyond Noah. 

So, several hundred years passing here and coming up to this point in time is an awesome thing because 
this is the one through whom God is going to work to give a covenant to, in a sense of a relationship, and 
give oath in a covenant about what He's going to accomplish through Abram or Abraham. It's a very 
moving story when you keep it in the context of what God is doing and why He's doing it, and to 
understand then, again, the patience, the timing of all the things that God does to accomplish what He's 
going to accomplish. 

So again, sometimes some of these stories may not seem as important, but we should understand they 
are. They're in scripture; they're there for a purpose, and we're to glean from them what we can. So, 
that's what we're doing. 

So, again, in going through a part of this story, it was at a particular point here then, in Genesis 14, after 
Abram rescued Lot from the kings of the north. So, coming into this picture here, again, we talked about 
how they came down to the area where Lot was living now. Because he moved to the area, the region of 
the Dead Sea, to the east of the Jordan, and the areas of Sodom and Gomorrah that were on that side. 
And after he returned then, after Lot and his family and different ones had been taken captive to the 
north, then Abram went up there, was blessed to conquer that area in the sense of getting them back 
and defeat the military that was there to confront them, or the army, if you will. 
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And on the way back then, after they returned, God appeared to Abram as Melchizedek. So, what an 
incredible thing. Things about Melchizedek that we haven't known for a long, long time. So much truth 
was being given to the Church during Philadelphia, but that one there had not yet been tackled. It wasn't 
time. Everything hadn't been in place yet – things that needed to be put in place before this could even 
begin to be addressed. And then finally, not until 2005, that we were blessed to come to understand 
who it was, what it was all about, and God Almighty revealing Himself in a manner of something that 
was to be accomplished there only prophetically, but picturing or foreshadowing a time when indeed the 
Melchizedek, the High Priest of God, would come into existence, His own son. Awesome! And then to 
understand the importance of that, of what it means that He is our High Priest. 

And so again, incredible patience of God working with mankind for this period of time that leads up to 
the time that Joshua actually returns. 

And so, God appeared to Abram as Melchizedek and reinforced the fact that it was indeed He, God 
Almighty, who had delivered the enemies into his hands. So, it's the beginning of a relationship. 

So, as we come across these little bits here and there, these are important points in time where God is 
working; it shows how God is working with Abram, or Abraham later, and how He's doing this, how He's 
accomplishing this – a little here, a little there – and then Abram's response to that. Because God has a 
plan of working something powerfully through his life, and it didn't just start when he moved into this 
area. It started when He began to have an influence from ten generations before, Noah. Awesome. 
Those things that were a part of his mind and his thinking and how God worked through Terah then, 
Abram's father, to move out of the area of Ur of the Chaldees farther to the west to the area of kind of 
modern-day Syria and some of those regions and through there. 

And anyway, incredible story. 

Then in Genesis 15, it says, God's word appeared to Abram. So, this is the following chapter. The next big 
thing is, it says, [Genesis 15:1] God's word appeared to Abraham in a vision. What all that means, I 
don't understand it fully, but there was a vision – whatever he saw – and then those things that were 
said to him to strengthen him by saying, I am your shield, your exceeding great reward. 

So, again, building up to a point here, that which He's going to begin to reveal to Abram a little bit at a 
time. And again, words that meant a lot to him. A relationship, God saying, “I am your shield. I am your 
protector.” That's what He was telling him. And this after He had already given him ability to get Lot and 
all those back from that particular area. And so, this just reinforced all this, that it was God who did it; it 
wasn't Abram or his strength. 

Oftentimes people can take things to themselves, even in God's Church, and think that they have certain 
abilities or certain things were given to them. And the reality is, anything that is lasting, meaningful, and 
proper, and good, and that fits into God's plan, comes from God. That's just the way it works. Truth 
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comes from God. God gives those things to us and blesses us in it, helps us to grow in it. But no one 
comes up with things on their own and their own ability. 

And that's been one of the downfalls of many, many, many people, many in the ministry, where the mind 
begins to think that it has certain abilities and so forth. And you think, if it doesn't come from God, it has 
no pertinence whatsoever. That's why so many evangelists should have rejected different ideas that 
came into their minds – because they didn't agree with what God had given through the apostle, Herbert 
Armstrong. 

Anyway, we're very slow in learning sometimes as human beings. A little here and a little there. If we 
keep close to God, desire God to live in our life, to work in our life, He continues to give us more and 
more and more. 

And by the end of that chapter, God made a covenant with Abram. So, He's telling him these things, and 
then He makes this covenant with him, begins to reveal something here that is just the beginning of 
revelation of things that it takes the rest of the Bible all the way up to the time of Joshua to begin 
unfolding. Awesome! Because it's all about Joshua. It's all about what God's going to do through Him and 
accomplish through Him in time to come. 

So, He made a covenant with Abram that his descendants would have great inheritance in the land. This 
is just the beginning of it (great inheritance in that land), because God revealed to him this is the land 
that your descendants are going to receive. 

Then moving into chapter 16, a direct descendant was born to Abram, but from Saraï's servant, who was 
Hagar, obviously, and she gave birth to Ishmael. But this isn't the one that God was going to work 
through. He had no intentions of doing that in the sense of the covenant. God decides. God determines. 

And so again here, it's this process where God allows certain things to happen and had purpose in that 
taking place as well because of other nations that were actually going to be. That's where they started. 
They started from some of this process here, other nations that were to become great on the earth in 
time. 

Then Genesis 17, God changed Abram's name to Abraham and his wife to Sarah. And it was here, when 
Abraham was ninety-nine years old, that God broadened His covenant. He added more to it then, gave 
more information to Abraham, and introduced circumcision as a sign of that covenant relationship, that 
if they wanted to be a part of that covenant relationship, they had to be part of that. 

God told Abraham that Sarah would be blessed and become a mother of nations. So, this was the first 
part of that. This is when it first happened. This is what God told Abraham then at this point, he 
obviously not fully understanding what was being said. It's like so many things. We can hear certain 
things, and we can read certain things in scripture at times and read right over and not grasp what God's 
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telling us. And then when it's God's time, He'll reveal more to us and help us to understand. If He's 
working with us, that's what happens. 

Next, in Genesis 18, right at three months later. So, it's been revealed, that which is about Sarah. About 
three months later here, God and two angels visited Abraham again and spoke to Sarah about Sarah 
bearing a son. And so, He's telling Abraham again, and it's at this point that she laughed within herself, it 
says. Not out loud; it doesn't say that. It says within herself. And because of what she heard, because she 
was listening from the tent. And so, she overheard this. That's why she denied then that she had 
laughed. 

And it was also on this occasion that God revealed He was about to bring down judgment on Sodom and 
Gomorrah. This was the process of why He was there in the first place at that point and why this was 
told, when it was told, and she overheard this in the tent. This is when the two angels were there with 
God, and Abraham had them eat there with them. It was from there that these two angels were going 
on to Sodom and Gomorrah to execute God's judgment. 

Then in Genesis 19, the next chapter, the two angels went on to Sodom and Gomorrah to deliver Lot and 
his family. And we had picked up this part of the story toward the end of Part 2 then. And this led up to 
the point where God was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. 

So, let's pick it up in Genesis 19, where we left off, covering these last few verses again. Genesis 19:14—
So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law… Because the angels had told him, “Do you have family 
here? And warn them then.” …who had married his daughters. 

You know, Abraham had asked Him, “Would you destroy it if there were 50? Would you destroy it if there 
were 45? If there were 40? If there were 30?” Got all the way down to ten. Well, there were a lot less 
than that that were really looking to God, obviously, righteous, striving to live God's way of life. And so, 
God had already, was already extending great compassion, if you will, grace, another way of saying it, to 
Lot's family, because he was allowing then the family, if they chose, if they listened. And yet they didn't 
choose because they didn't take Lot seriously in what he was telling them when he explained what was 
happening here. 

Lot went out and spoke to his two sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, Get up! Get 
out of this place, for the Eternal will destroy this city. But to his sons-in-law, he seemed to be joking. If 
that's a right translation. Not totally sure. But they obviously didn't take it seriously. 

And when the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, Arise, take your wife and your 
two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city. Then, when he, in 
essence, Lot, lingered, the men took hold of his hand and his wife's hand and the hands of the two 
daughters. So, reluctant, holding back, and it was time. They had a certain thing that they were to work 
within and obeying what God had given them charge to do, and so they were doing this. 
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…the Eternal being compassionate to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. Now 
it came to pass when they had brought them outside that he, one of the angels, said, Escape for your 
life. Do not look behind you, nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains. And the point of 
this is, a lot of times people can read through a story and think, “Well, it's just two cities, Sodom and 
Gomorrah, that were destroyed.” No, the entire region was destroyed. The entire plain, it says, was 
destroyed by what was taking place here. 

…escape to the mountains lest you be destroyed. Then Lot said to them, Please, no, my lords. If indeed 
now your servant has found favor in your sight and you have increased your kindness which you have 
shown me by saving my life, but I cannot escape to the mountains lest some evil overtakes me and I 
die. So, in other words, “We're going up into this area that's dangerous, known to be dangerous,” and he 
didn't want to take his family there. 

See now, the city is nearby to flee, and it's small. So, there's this little town in all this plain here that he 
wanted to escape to, to be able to say, this is enough; this is far away enough. Please let us escape there 
to this small one (small town), so our life lives on. Then he, (the angel), said to him, See, I have shown 
favor to you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 
Hurry, escape there. So, they hadn't yet gotten there, but they were told they could go there. …for I 
cannot do anything until you have arrived there. So, it was about protecting Lot. It was about saving 
Lot's life and the family that would be with him. Therefore, the name of the city was Zoar, which is a 
Hebrew word for “insignificant, small little place.” 

Then, continuing on, verse 23—The sun had risen upon the earth… So, they left in the morning. They 
were drug out of the city, and they were on this journey out, covering a long, large area here to get away. 
And then they finally came to this particular area, Zoar, and that's where they had asked to be able to 
stay, so that was allowed. It seems by every indication, they went through the night traveling here, and 
then in the morning, as the sun was coming up here, again, this is when some of this took place. 

The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. They had just got there at that point in time. 
Then the Eternal rained brimstone and fire on Sodom, which “Sodom” means “burning,” and 
Gomorrah, which is a Hebrew word for “submersion.” Kind of interesting, history has recorded it's 
covered by the Dead Sea now. So, it wasn't before. Don't know what all happened. So, it has a different 
name. 

…and Gomorrah from the Eternal out of the heavens. So, He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. But his wife looked back behind, and she 
became a pillar of salt. So, they were instructed not to look back; keep moving till you're there. 

So again, this region was destroyed because of how perverted and evil it had become, and this was forty-
one years after Noah died. Kind of an interesting time period, just realizing people had to know about 
Noah. Even though it was a long period of time, there still had to be that knowledge that was there, even 
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as so many of the regions when you go into some of the areas when it talks about what happened when 
Israel left Egypt. They all knew what was going on in the region; they all knew what happened to Egypt, 
all the countries around there. Incredible! 

And so, here is something of such a scale, and yet you look at the time period here, it didn't take all that 
long, and God had to execute judgment on the earth again because mankind had become so evil, and 
they weren't living as long as they had before. Now, some had that came early on there. God allowed a 
lifespan for some. But as a whole, lifespans were becoming less and less, and mankind was still evil. 

When you think about how evil it was at that particular time that God had to destroy and set as an 
example something that should be fearful to people, you look at the world today, and you realize there is 
no fear in people at all who live that lifestyle, who think that way. Instead, they think everyone should be 
able to live that way, and push people to live that way, and push children to live that way, and push it in 
literature, push it in education, push it in stores and things that people buy. A little paisley perverted sick 
rainbow (that I loathe with all my being because of something that God had made that was so great and 
meaningful to mankind), and yet that's what's used as a kind of snub on a spiritual plane to God 
Almighty. I could say more, but I won't. Anyway, you think of how perverted that being Satan is and the 
demonic world because this is the kind of stuff they relish and love. 

Let's turn over to Luke 17 and see the seriousness of what God has recorded about some of these things. 
Luke 17:24—For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven, shines to the other part 
under heaven, so also the son of man will be in His day. So, it was talking about the time He's going to 
return to this earth. It's not going to be something small, it's going to be something that people are going 
to have something they see that can be seen for a long distance. 

But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. So, came to be a Passover 
Lamb, not the Messiah. And as it was in the days of Noah, so also it will be in the days of the son of 
man. It's about mankind. It's about how evil mankind would become. That's what it's talking about. It's 
not just talking about lifestyle and so forth, but it mentions some of these things. 

They ate, they drank, they married wives, and they were given in marriage until the day that Noah 
entered in the ark. In other words, living the way they wanted to live, ever how they wanted to live, 
without God in their life. They just went about their merry way of life and weren't concerned, just as 
those in Lot's family weren't that concerned about what Lot had to say. They didn't take it serious by any 
measure. 

…until the day that Noah entered the ark and the flood came and destroyed them all. So only Noah 
and his family were prepared – mainly because of Noah, because Noah did the preparing and stirred his 
family to prepare as well with him. And they followed; they listened. But again here, think how blessed it 
is when you're prepared, when you know what's coming. 
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Verse 28—Likewise, as it also was in the days of Lot, they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they built. They lived ever how they wanted to live, and it wasn't with God. It wasn't with their 
mind toward God in any fashion or form. On the contrary, just as so many generations before had done, 
these did the same thing. God was so far out of their minds. They wanted to live how they desired, how 
they wanted. Whatever they lusted after, they wanted to have, and they took it. Perverted, sick, filthy, 
disgusting minds. That human beings can go that far and be that evil. 

If someone doesn't have agreement with God, or they have something in their life that doesn't agree 
with God, they have a certain inclination, whatever that might be, they have to work on that. If you want 
to be right with God, regardless of what is in your mind, it's about cleansing the mind. It's about striving 
to come into unity and oneness. It doesn't mean you're going to get rid of everything in your mind, who 
you are, what you are, but you have to change to serve God, to honor God, to live by God's ways. That's 
what's expected. 

So, we've experienced all those things in God's Church from one end to the other, of things that people 
have because of perhaps how they grew up, what they learned, what was instilled in them from children 
and on, or just what was in their genes, what they had inherited in the sense of being who they were. 
And the reality is that none of it ever agrees with God because it's carnal human nature. 

But some of it is harder than it is for others in the sense of the mind, in the sense of what develops in 
the mind. But when it comes to God's way of life, people have to make choices. And so it will be in the 
Great White Throne. 

But on the day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed 
them all. People don't care about it today. The only thing they care about is if somebody has the 
intestinal fortitude, guts, to mention it, to say something about it, it doesn't go over well. It's like, “You're 
judging us! You're using those stories!” And so, they do things with those stories, and they don't like 
those stories. They don't like those two words ever being mentioned. You just don't talk about Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

Because everybody, as a whole, in traditional Christianity—not everybody, but a large portion of them—
they know exactly what's being talked about, what took place. But don't ever use those words. The 
world isn't going to love you for it. Even those who aren't a part of it won't love you for it at all. No fear 
of God whatsoever, and that's the problem with this earth. 

God's going to re-instill that in the human mind before the Millennium is established so that those who 
are in the Millennium will be easier to work with. Not that everyone will yield to that process, not 
everyone, because of their makeup and their past beliefs of their gods, or their perverted ideas about 
God. And some of those that are going to have a really hard time are going to be those who think they 
know God, and yet they make their wives run around in these black things covering their faces that they 
can barely see out of because their minds are so perverted, and they hold it up as a religious belief. 
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They bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on the day that Lot went out, it says, it rained fire 
and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even so will it be in the day that the son of man is 
revealed. So again here, a matter of being prepared when you have that opportunity. Not very many do 
have that opportunity. 

It's like so many who are scattered today. So Protestant that it's just when you come across some of the 
things that are being taught, some of the things being said, it just makes you kind of sick inside to realize 
that's how far people can go once they're cut off from God. Because you get to a point if you're asleep, 
you're cut off from God, you don't know what you're doing. You're asleep. It's a matter of not being with 
God's spirit. 

God's spirit will help someone to be awake, to come out of that sleep. And unless you're awake, unless 
God's spirit is there, you start losing the things you had, and it becomes kind of a physical routine, like 
Judaism became, or was, as a whole. 

2 Peter 2:4—For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast down, or cast them down to 
tartaru… It says “hell” in most scriptures, but it's the Greek word for “tartaru,” which means “an abyss,” 
a place, as we know it, as being “a place of spirit restraint.” …and delivered them into chains of 
darkness. 

So, power that they had was taken away. They were no longer the kind of beings they were when they 
were created. A lot of that power had been taken away a long time before that – basically, when this 
earth was destroyed. And so, their ability to destroy was taken away. And then in time here, this is where 
they were placed, a place of restraint. 

…and delivered them into chains of darkness to be reserved for judgment. This is about coming to a 
point where the execution of judgment is going to take place because it's already in the working. And did 
not spare the ancient world but saved Noah. So again here, incredible things that God did to teach 
mankind, to show mankind how puny, how small we really are, and that if we have life, it's a gift. It's a 
blessing. To have human life is an awesome thing. You look at God's creation, all the things that are 
created out there, all the beings that are created in the sense of the animal kingdom and the like, and 
you see mankind and you begin to learn about some of the things God says about that, it's an awesome 
thing. 

But to have physical life? But we don't treat it that way as human beings. We truly don't. Nor recognize 
the one who created us. And so, it gives this warning here, whatever you do with it, there's judgment, 
good and bad, depending on choices. 

“And did not spare the ancient world but saved Noah.” So, God came to the point where there was no 
one, no one who would listen to Him, who would follow Him, who would obey Him, who wanted to hold 
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on to Him, His way of life, or recognize Him, or recognize Him as God. Even on, as it had to be, a physical 
plane. 

And did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, the eighth, a preacher of righteousness, bringing 
in the flood on the world of the ungodly. So, sometimes this bothers people. Sometimes this bothers 
different ones in the world, that God would destroy all of mankind. That just doesn't seem fair. Just 
doesn't seem right. That's the way a lot of human beings think. “It doesn't seem right to destroy all of 
mankind…” and I wish they'd complete the sentence, “just because they don't obey God? Just because 
they don't want God?” Well, that's the rest of the story. And the reality is that's right: God created, and 
God can uncreate. 

Just like the angelic realm. If they don't want His way, He can cease that part of the creation to exist. He 
can do it a whole lot easier with physical human beings. Well, nothing's hard for God, but anyway, I think 
you get my point. The point being is we're all accountable for our choices, our decisions, and whether or 
not we want God. And those who don't want God, so be it. We were never promised eternal life. Nobody 
was ever promised eternal life. It's what God's plan is about, to be able to offer eternal life. But as a 
physical human being, it's not promised. 

We have to make the choices once that choice comes to us as to whether or not that's what we want. 
And then we can become begotten children of God, which then can lead to becoming a part of God's 
Family and have eternal life. But that's not a promise until that point. And even then, as long as we're in 
this physical body or a physical body, it's not set until it's accomplished. Because the reality is, many who 
enter into that choose something different along the way. 

…bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
ashes. Fair? It's not a part of the equation. God can do with His creation as He chooses, and He chooses 
to do so in a way that shows incredible love and compassion and desire toward mankind. But if mankind 
doesn't want Him in their lives? 

And Sodom and Gomorrah, and that which was before the flood, are a perfect picture of that. If mankind 
doesn't want God, so be it. You can have what you get, and that's it, that's your reward. There's nothing 
else; it's just this life. And sadly, many in the world believe that anyway, “This is it. So, live how you want 
to, enjoy what you can while you can, because this is it.” Sad. 

…and condemned to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live 
ungodly. And how far does that go? What does that get you? How much does that affect people's 
minds? 

And delivered righteous Lot, who was vexed... It's a word that means to be oppressed in the mind and 
his thinking. …by the filthy, or, as the word has to do with “excessive,” being “excessively lustful,” if you 
will. In other words, desiring that which is not, should not be desired. Because that's the way mankind is, 
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wanting that which is not theirs. That's where all sin as a whole comes from: lusting after that which is 
not theirs. Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, to take it, to do it. That's what it's 
talking about. 

…who was vexed by the filthy conduct of the wicked. He hated what he saw. He hated what he saw 
taking place in his own family, with his own family members. He couldn't do anything about it. You can 
talk about God until you're blue in the face, and if people don't want it, they don't want it. They don't 
want to listen. As a whole, that's the way the world is. So, these things are examples. It's written down 
that way to help us to learn from it. 

2 Peter 2:8—For that righteous man… So, Lot was recognized as one here by God as being righteous in 
the sense that he had a relationship with Abram, Abraham, and they were close. That's very likely the 
reason why Lot was with him in the first place, because they shared in that as well. That's what drew 
them closer together. And even when they had a disagreement, they resolved it, primarily because of 
Abraham's leadership and his thinking toward God. But nevertheless, it was a part of his mind that he 
hated evil, and he hated what was happening in that part of the world. 

You see the effect of the world on family, and it hurts. Because this is a sick, sick world. That you have to 
be so on guard about so many things, of things that are taught, of things that are communicated through 
music, through TV, through the internet, that are so broadly distributed today. That's why evil has 
accelerated so much. 

I remember first watching TV when you had this pattern come on, and it'd be on for several hours. And 
then all of a sudden, around 8 o'clock or 9 o'clock in the morning, some show would come on. And I 
remember living in western Kansas, this one small town in northwest Kansas, Goodland; it got a TV 
station, and so we were able to have an antenna (it's about 50 miles away), and twist it to point in that 
direction. The only thing you could get—we'd gone insane if we'd had cable then right away—but one TV 
station. 

And there was primarily one advertiser, Hazel Bishop. I don't know if you've ever heard of Hazel Bishop, 
but it was makeup, and they were a huge advertiser. I got so sick of Hazel Bishop advertising back then. I 
hated the name. If I'd known the product, I would have hated the product. I didn't even know what they 
were advertising. 

You think, how much the world has changed since then, in the mid-50s and on. Yeah, that's a long time 
ago. And ever since that time, evil has just gotten worse and worse and worse. Far more of it. The way to 
infect the mind? It's a horrible thing we're experiencing in this age, it really is. But that's why it's been 
enabled to become like the time of Noah and why God is going to execute judgment in the manner that 
He is. Because He has always known what mankind would do if they had technology to this plane, to this 
level. 
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You think God knew that there's going to be TV, internet, and all those things? Well, we're stupid if we 
don't grasp and understand He knew these things exceedingly well, exactly what mankind would develop 
through time, through science, through the growth of science and knowledge on the earth. And He 
withheld it for a long, long time, because even there, there was a process of growth and development 
that would take place over time. One generation from another, building upon another, and now it's 
moving so fast. And now with AI it can move faster. That's all we need. 

I'll be honest with you, this is a scary time just because of that and the misuse of that, because the 
greatest way it'll be misused, first and foremost, is militarily, by governments, by governments who are 
already using it to try to get into other information within the other nations, and they're all doing it. Sick, 
sick, perverted world. Because if you don't stay ahead, you lose. You will lose your country. There are 
people who understand that, so they have to do it too. 

It's like a nuclear weapon. If you don't have one, you don't have any power. And in time, you can be 
gone. Someone can take advantage of you because that's the way of the world. It's always been that 
way. That's the way of human beings. 

We should vex our minds, our righteous life, if you will, by what we see in the unrighteousness in the 
world around us because we believe God and want that for this world and realize this world has to be 
cleaned up. It's just the process that has to take place. And should it be any other way when the Messiah 
comes, that a world has been sobered and made to feel and know that they're so puny and so small, and 
that if they're still alive, to understand how great a blessing that is, to begin to value human life on a 
plane that they've never, ever valued it until that time? 

Sometimes we don't know what we have until we lose it. And once they lose all these things, attitudes 
are going to be tweaked a lot. Attitudes toward God. And then to know and to see power and armies 
that have power that are not of this earth, from what they know and understand. 144,000 with Joshua, 
God's going to let them see it. 

The Eternal knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under 
punishment for the day of judgment. So, it doesn't matter where we live, where we are; God knows 
how to deliver every one of us. Everyone through time who has gone through all the things that they 
have, God has that power. It's a small thing for God. Sometimes we don't grasp how small it is for Him 
because of His great power, because of how great He really is. And yet if we grasped that, we’d have a lot 
more peace of mind, a lot more comfort of spirit, if you will. Our lives are in God's hands, and where else 
would we want them to be, regardless of what happens? 

It's like the 31st. I don't look forward to going through this process. They showed me how big that stupid 
stent is. I wish they hadn't shown it to me. And now, how complicated it is with all the other little stents 
that go along with it to open up and make way for the other arteries going to the other places like the 
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kidneys and so forth. And it's like if one of those fouls up… Well, anyway. Sometimes you can get too 
much knowledge. 

But the point of it is being it doesn't matter. In any of our lives, what we go through, if our lives are in 
God's hands, whether we live or whether we die, we're blessed. We've been exceedingly blessed with 
everything God has given to us. And things go on. God has a purpose and a plan for everything He does. 
Awesome! 

And so, God has that power to deliver the godly out of temptations, which is the greater task in that 
respect. If we look to God, if we cry out to God, if we're praying to God to help us to be on guard, to be 
watchful, that we desire Him living and Joshua living within us through the power of the holy spirit, to 
realize that's where our strength is, our life is in that relationship with God, then when things come along 
and battles that are there, He gives us the means and the ability to fight against. 

It's decisions and choices, and we have the power of that in our own minds. And if we want the help in 
making the right ones, we stay close to God. Because of ourselves or by ourselves, we're going to give in 
to what we shouldn't give in to, and there is the battle. Awesome! So, it's by the truth and by what God 
has given to us in our practicing of that, that we have this kind of power – to deliver the godly out of 
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment. The execution of 
judgment. 

So, these things being referred to then on a regular basis, whether it be about Noah, whether it be about 
Sodom and Gomorrah, they're there for a purpose. But very few have the ears to hear it. It takes God's 
spirit to really hear and then to hold on to it. 

Jude 1:3—Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning the common salvation, I found 
it necessary to write to you, exhorting you to contend earnestly. So, we can't sit around on our laurels. 
We can't take it easy. We can't become lukewarm. That's not contending earnestly, fighting for what God 
has given to us. Those are choices. And if we have the right knowledge, we will realize and understand 
the temptation, the ability to become lukewarm, to become Laodicean, is a very easy thing with the 
human mind. Anyone who thinks they would never do that, they don't understand the human mind and 
the human weakness. 

…to write to you, exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith. So, there's a lot said there if we 
grasp that. First of all, we realize it starts with belief. God gives us the ability to believe, He opens up our 
minds, and then it's our choice to pursue that, to hold on to it, and then to begin practicing it. If we're 
told about tithing, we begin practicing it. If we're told about the Sabbath, it's our choice to begin 
practicing as we ask God for help to follow Him, to live His way of life. And then He gives us the strength 
to do it, and that's just the beginning. 

So, faith, a matter of what we believe. But to contend for that, to fight for it. 
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I think of what happened to Philadelphia to become Laodicea. This didn't happen within the Church as a 
whole, to contend earnestly, to fight for what we've been given. On the contrary, people began to lose it. 
Ministers began to forget about it. They forgot how they even received the truth! They became absolute 
morons, idiots, fools, stupid on a spiritual plane. 

To forget how you ever learned the truth, to understand there's a way that God works, God worked 
through an apostle to teach the Church, to lead the Church, and then for them to come down to the best 
they could say, if they said it, because many of them wouldn't even say that, “Well, he was a good 
teacher.” You just want to slap them into their senses. A slap would be better because if you get maybe 
knocked, you know, your face hurts like mad, slap them again because then it can hurt on that side. And 
then maybe think, “Uh…” Maybe something will jar into their mind, realize, “Why did I get slapped so 
hard?” Because your ears are plugged up, because your brains become mush, you’ve become a fool. 

You think back in that history, what we lived through. We're to learn from that, of what human beings 
can become, who have received the impregnation of God's spirit! That's atrocious! That's why there's 
such harsh judgment on so many of those, in the sense of their stupid choices. To turn from God after 
everything they've been given? Horrible. Heinous. 

For certain ones have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation. What 
does that mean? It means that within the Church, it's going to be inevitable. Just as it was inevitable 
within the angelic realm, there are going to be those who would turn against God. It's inevitable that 
within the Body of a Church that's being worked with by human beings, and human beings having 
weaknesses and so forth, there are going to be people who abuse, misuse, and do things differently and 
turn away from then what was given. That's just the way it is. It's inevitable. 

“Marked to this condemnation,” because they're going to make the wrong choices. They're not going to 
hold on to what God gave. They're not going to hold on to their Passover and be thankful for Him and be 
grateful for Him and to have confidence that when they repent, really repent and truly are genuine 
before God, they’re forgiven. Anyway, amazing. 

…marked for this condemnation, ungodly ones… It’s far more ungodly once you know the truth and you 
leave it. Because there are many in the world who have never known it. All those who lived in the time 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, they began losing things that they had received or had been passed down. 
They didn't want it. They'd chosen for a long time to live a certain lifestyle. God wasn't in the picture, 
and they didn't want to hear about that. 

That's why they got on to Lot: “You've been with us for a short time, and you're out here judging us. 
Who are you? You're a stranger. You came into our land, and you have your herds and so forth in our 
land, and we've accepted that. And then you look down on us, and you judge us for how we're living?” 
That's basically what their attitude was. We'll get back to some of that. 
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“For certain ones have crept in unnoticed.” That's what's sad sometimes within the Church. Within the 
Church, it's basically been, especially the larger we were, that anybody that's coming to Sabbath 
services, everybody's good, everybody's living this way of life. Now, we're supposed to accept and 
receive people in that attitude, but we're not to be dumb or not on guard. 

I've tried to give warnings about things like that even in this age, that we are responsible, we have to 
make our own choices, and not everybody – it comes out in time – not everybody is a part. It's always 
been that way. This is nothing new, and it's going to be that way until Joshua returns. Not everybody is a 
part, but we're not supposed to go around trying to figure out who it might be. We'd be afraid to come 
out of the house. 

But anyone who lies before God, it will come out. God brings it out. I've seen so many things over time, 
it's incredible. God is all powerful. In His time, in His way He'll bring things to the surface. 

“For certain ones have crept in unnoticed who were long marked out for that condemnation ungodly.” If 
we don't live God's way of life, if we lie to God, if we're living something different, it's going to come out. 
And if we're living ungodly, we ought to know better. Every person who lives ungodly, that means you're 
not obeying God, and you know you're a liar. You know you're lying to yourself if you're doing things that 
are sin and you just keep doing them. That's the way of it. 

This hasn't stopped in God's Church. I’ve had to deal with it month after month after month in God's 
Church. Still dealing with it. And it riles me up because there is no excuse. We come together on the 
Sabbath, we come together on Holy Days, and we put on that mask, as it were, of what we want to 
portray: “This is what I'm like.” When really you're a liar because the rest of the week you're not living 
that. You do it in Sabbath services. You'll do it in fellowship with others. You'll put on this smile, so to 
speak, and this is that you're the same as everybody else, and then you're lying. What is that? 

I have a hard time tolerating it, that kind of sin. But God does. He allows it because we're to learn from 
it; we're to understand it. But no one escapes it because God's judgment is God's judgment, and God 
knows everything. He knew when Sarah laughed within herself, “I'm going to have a child? This is funny.” 
She knew she was way past age. 

…ungodly ones who turn the grace of our God… The patience, the love, the kindness, the Passover, all 
these things, the grace that God has given to us, into filthiness. That's what happens. And there have 
been tens of thousands who have done that in the last forty years. Tens of thousands who have done 
that in the last forty years. Incredible. 

…and deny the only Lord God, our Lord Joshua the Christ. But I want to remind you, though you once 
knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those 
who did not believe. They chose not to believe. You think of all the things they went through and all the 
things they saw, it still boggles the mind on a physical plane that here you come through on dry ground, 
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you see an entire army destroyed, and then on the other side you start griping and complaining, and you 
want to go back because it was so much better when the flesh pots, when the big old roasting pots out 
there were full of meat and vegetables and so forth, and you had plenty to eat. 

And then they finally had this manna, and it was like, you're going to learn a lesson. Hopefully, you're 
going to learn a lesson in this. Forty years of manna, manna, manna, manna, manna, manna, manna. 
Mannamania. Oh, this generation, people would go absolutely stark raving mad. Because you're used to 
having, you know, Five Guys and a burger or Chick-fil-A or whatever it might be as that special treat! 
Starbucks, or whatever. Think, manna, manna. What are we having tomorrow? Uh, manna number 
three? Anyway, different way of cooking it or something, I don't know. 

Anyway, verse 6—Even the angels who did not keep their first estate. So, it brings this up again, talking 
about some of this kind of thing. In other words, what was given to them from the first. 

I think of what was given to everybody who's ever been a part of God's Church but left. That's the 
problem of physical human beings, even in God's Church, so often, is we don't really grasp the 
magnitude of what was given to us at baptism and the laying on of hands. We don't really grasp how 
great that is. We don't grasp the power and the might and the inheritance that goes with that, that is so 
far beyond anything the human mind can begin to conceive. It's just not in the mind yet. Amazing. 

…but lef, as to forsake, their own abode (their own dwelling). I think, look at all that dwelling that God 
offered for Him and His son to dwell in, and they forsook that abode that was given to them. He has 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day. As Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities around them, in a similar manner to these, have given themselves over to 
sexual immorality. That's generally the big one where people go wacko in the mind – can't control, can't 
deal with, can't fight, won't fight because they really want something different as far as what God says is 
right. 

…over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh. In other words, that which is not right, which 
God says no. …and set forth as an example, suffering the, it says vengeance here, but it's a matter of the 
execution of judgment (punishment, if you will) of eternal fire. Incredible. 

It's interesting to go back now, and let's note that Lot chose this region where he separated from 
Abraham, and let’s notice some things that are said here. I find some of this kind of interesting. And we 
covered earlier in Part 1 Lot chose this particular area in which he went to dwell after the herdsmen had 
gotten in different fights or arguments, if you will, about land and so forth and who could have what 
livestock there. 

Genesis 13, I'm going to read this again, some of the story. It said in Genesis 13:8—So Abram said to Lot, 
Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for 
we're a family. The whole land is before you. Not just this area. Please separate yourself from me. If 
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you go to the left, then I'll go to the right. And vice versa, if you go to the right, I'll go to the left. You 
have the choice. Then Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
everywhere. 

It isn't today, but it was back then. Well-watered everywhere, it says. …like the garden of the Eternal. 
Lush. Very productive in that respect. So that was kind of a no-brainer for Lot, because that area, 
compared to where they were, was a whole lot better from what you could see physically. 

…like the Garden of the Eternal. Now, again, (before the Eternal destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 
“Well watered everywhere like the Garden of the Eternal, (before the Eternal destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah).” Because it changed after that. It's kind of like what happened during the time of Noah. 
There was no rainbow in the sky in the first 1,656 years. Then there was. And this changed a great deal 
right here in this area because of what happened. (…destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah), and like the 
land of Egypt as you go upward from Zoar. So, it's a huge region that was covered here. This whole 
region. 

Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan and Lot journeyed eastward, and thus they separated 
from one another. Abraham dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and 
pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. So, in other words, this is an area that he covered and had lived 
in. 

So, just some interesting things to me anyway, I want to look at the word “brimstone.” It's recorded 
“when fire and brimstone came down and destroyed this particular region.” Sulfur. I'm going to read 
some of this. Sulfur is directly associated with the word brimstone because brimstone is the ancient 
common name for sulfur, meaning burning stone. That's where it comes from. It refers to the yellow 
solid form of volcanic sulfur that burns easily with a blue flame and releases a suffocating odor if you are 
right in it. 

That's why some use small amounts of this to take care of other odors sometimes. Strike a match, maybe 
in the bathroom. It's that smell, the sulfur. 

In modern earth science, elemental sulfur and salt are physically bound together in underground 
structures. A massive amount of the world's commercial brimstone is harvested directly from the cap 
rock of subterranean salt domes such as those along the Gulf Coast of the United States. Brimstone, an 
archaic word for sulfur, and salt are primarily related through biblical scripture, where they frequently 
appear side by side as twin symbols of total destruction, barrenness, and divine judgment. 

Geologically, they also share a real-world connection between native sulfur deposits that are often found 
naturally associated with salt domes and arid, mineral-heavy regions like the Dead Sea. 

Interesting to go through areas like that. Blessed in one trip up through there, driving on that side of the 
Dead Sea, on the west side of it, and to see these domes that come out of the water areas, some of 
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those that are salt domes. And people go into some of these areas because there are so many minerals 
there to bathe as a supposed, I don't know, rejuvenation for the body. (I probably should go there.) 

But there are things that can be absorbed in the body, things like magnesium and so forth that people do 
find profitable. But anyway, I thought it was interesting just to go through some of that, to realize what 
that region is like. Because after it was over with, it was like salt on the earth. Nothing could grow ever 
again throughout that region, and there was no water taking care of it at that point like it had before. 
And for whatever reason, the water and the salt content are exceedingly high. 

If it did indeed, as it seems to have had as part of historical things that discovered the area of what is 
known as Gomorrah, incredible, some of the things that are there. But all that wasteland is there for a 
purpose – to be able to be seen for what it is, how it happened, this story. That's the reason it's that way. 

That's the reason it's not like it was when Lot first moved there. It was plush before that. You could grow 
all kinds of things in it. But you can't now. It's not the same place at all. God leaves things like that for a 
testimony, if you will, a witness of things that have taken place in times past so that hopefully and 
prayerfully there are going to be people who learn from that. 

And thankfully, in the Millennium they're going to be able to learn the truth about all that. And there will 
be people who visit those areas because they're going to be able to see it in the truth of what is biblical. 
They're going to be able to go to places like Jerusalem and realize it wasn't a holy city. You're going to 
learn what would make something holy. Amazing! 

Now, going back to the flow of Genesis 19:27—Now Abraham went early in the morning to the place 
where he had stood before the Eternal. So again, we're talking about this point in time where He had 
visited, God had visited Abraham there. The two angels had gone on into the area to get Lot and his 
family to safety, and then this happened. 

So, it says, he went early in the morning to the place where he stood before the Eternal. Then he 
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the plain, and he saw and looked at 
the smoke of the land, which went up like the smoke of a furnace. So that's quite a distance over to 
where he was living, to the west, and to look to the east and to see that going up into the atmosphere 
like that. That had to be quite a sight on a physical plane. 

For it had come to pass when God destroyed the cities of the plain that God remembered Abraham 
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt. 
Then Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountains, and his two daughters were with him, for 
he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. 

Now, something changed here, because that's where he wanted to go, to this insignificant little town, as 
it has the name of, and to go there. And yet now it became a place where he became fearful of being 
there. Why do you think that would be? Perhaps if you are one who escaped from that area and you're 
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the only one known of, and you have friends, perhaps family and others, and you live in Zoar, and you 
see these who have come there and perhaps know a little bit about what he has said in the past or is 
saying then. 

It's kind of like when we first come into the Church, and we share what we know with others. And then 
all of a sudden, it's like we've got to make some space, not go over there too much anymore or whatever 
because it's not well received. How much more in a case like this when we're talking about that kind of 
destruction? And so, he wanted to get out of there for the sake of his family. 

So, he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. Now the firstborn said to the younger, Our father is old. 
This is a story here that's a little difficult to grasp, to understand what took place, minds, the destruction 
of what was seen there. Everyone they knew. Because they'd lived there for some time, and now it's 
destroyed. 

Our father is older, and there's no man on the earth to come into us, as is the custom on all the earth. 
Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of 
our father. Because there was none at this point then. So they made their father drink wine that night, 
and the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know when she’d laid down and she 
arose. 

Then verse 34—It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger, Indeed, I lay with 
my father last night. Let us make him drunk with wine tonight also, and you go in and lie with him, and 
we will preserve the lineage of our father. So, by this time, for them being where they were, people 
hated them in Zoar. They fled, in essence, for their life. That's how they felt. That's how Lot felt. It wasn't 
safe to be there. It was safer to go back now, this time, up into the mountains and live in a cave. 

And I guess, to deal with what you've gone through, it's easy to understand why he would drink as much 
as he did on a physical plane to escape, because that's what human beings sometimes do when things 
are so far beyond them, and they see what they see. Everything he had was destroyed, everything he 
had built upon. If he had stayed with Abraham and worked things out, it wouldn't have turned out this 
way, but he went to another area, and everything he had was destroyed. 

It's hard to grasp and think about things in those terms sometimes. We don't think about things like that 
and the mindset that follows that, the devastation, the devastating mind, how low someone is. 

Then they made their father drink wine that night also. Then the younger rose and lay with him, and 
he did not know when she lay down or when she rose up. Thus both the daughters of Lot were with 
child by their father. The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab. The Moabites, spoken of in 
scripture later. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 

Then the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi. He is the father of the people of 
Ammon, to this day. And I don't have any doubts whatsoever because the area of Moab was one that 
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God allowed the Israelites to have on the eastern side of the Jordan, some of the tribes as they were 
divided up in that area, but they were not allowed to go on farther to the east to Ammon, and so that 
was preserved because of Lot. I think those scriptures come up later. 

But anyway, sometimes we don't realize how things are passed down through history. I've mentioned 
this in times past. There are names out there that have been passed down for several thousand years, 
and they're just as strong as the serpent on a pole. People don't understand it, they don't know where it 
came from, and they give other ideas of what something might mean and where it came from because 
they really don't know or they won't accept it. 

And I think of Ammon, Jordan to this day. I have no doubts where that name came from. It's the exact 
same region. 

Anyway, Deuteronomy 2:16—So it was when all the men of war… I'm going to read this because it has 
to do with what we're talking about here. Just to mention that, what I just said, here's the scripture. So it 
was when all the men of war had finally perished from among the people… 

So, this is in Deuteronomy, the second writing of the law, if you will, and here are events taking place 
that are being recorded of, that happened toward the end of the forty years. Then the Eternal spoke to 
me, saying, This day you are to cross over at Ar, the boundary of Moab. But when you come near the 
people of Ammon, do not harass them or meddle with them, for I will not give you any of the land of 
the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to the descendants of Lot as a 
possession. So that's their lineage, and God was going to preserve that place for them as a people. 
Anyway, tidbits in history sometimes we don't realize are in there. 

Genesis 20:1—Now Abraham journeyed from the south and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and 
stayed in Gerar. Now, Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister. Here we go again. And 
Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and 
said to him, Indeed, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a 
man's wife. But Abimelech did not come near her. 

It's really interesting what happened through time here because this is passed down to another 
generation that follows. Exact same thing! Mind-boggling. 

And he said, Lord, will you slay a righteous nation also? Did he not say to me, She is my sister? Then 
she, even she herself said, He is my brother. So, when you hear about Abimelech, you have to realize 
here that God's dealt with him in a plane that he has some fear. And not that He was dealing with him as 
He was with those who really believed and followed Him, but more as a corrective matter and keeping 
him in his place and to keep a certain amount of fear in his mind. 

In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands, I have done this. And God said to him in a 
dream, Yes, I know you did this in the integrity of your heart, for I also withheld you from sinning 
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against me. So “I've prevented this going too far. I've intervened.” Therefore, I did not let you touch her. 
Now, therefore, restore the man's wife, for he is a prophet. Awesome. God was working through him, 
and He was letting him know, He is special to me. He serves me. All the covenant, the promises, this is 
where they begin to be revealed. 

…and he will pray for you, and you will live. But if you do not restore her, know that you will surely die, 
you and all who are yours. So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all 
these things in their hearing. All the men were very much afraid. Because there was something else 
that was already going on, and God was making it clear this was from Him. 

Now, Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, What have you done to us? How have I offended you 
that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me that ought 
not to be done. Then Abimelech said to Abraham, What did you perceive by doing this thing? Then 
Abraham said, Because I thought surely the fear of God is not in this place, and they will kill me on 
account of my wife. So, he expressed to him a real fear that he had, and it didn't help Abimelech too 
much, but anyway. 

But indeed, she truly is my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother, 
and she became my wife. Now, this is not that far beyond the period of time spoken of, and there are 
these things that God allowed within families. And later on, through time and history, we understand 
things begin to change, and God revealed other things. 

Now, it came to pass, when God caused me to move away from my father's house, that I said to her, 
This is your kindness that you should do for me. In every place, wherever we go, say of me, He's my 
brother. That's why this fear was there because of the way people were. You think, what a horrible 
thing, that the minds of people are like that, that they're like that. 

Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and he 
restored Sarah his wife to him. So, he was filled with fear, and he wanted to make sure he gave him 
things and sent him away. 

Now Abimelech said, See, my land is before you. Dwell where it pleases you. He didn't want to deal 
with God. He didn't want to receive punishment from God. 

Then to Sarah he said, Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver. Indeed, this 
vindicates you before all who are with you and before everybody. Thus she was rebuked. So Abraham 
prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife and his female servants. So there was something 
else going on here, and this is what scared Abimelech, because there were things already happening to 
them, and he put this together with what God had said and realized that this is why it was all happening. 
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Then they bore, as it says here once again, for the Eternal had closed up all the wombs of the house of 
Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham's wife. So, this had gone on for a while, and this came to light 
then, and now it began to make sense. 

So, Abraham told a half-truth. I'm not a fan of half-truths in God's Church. To just tell enough to put a 
good light on something and then to leave the rest. We're to learn from this too that we do this as 
human beings sometimes to put something forward, to present something, that mask thing, and hiding 
something else, that the rest of it really isn't there. The rest of the story is kind of withheld. 

And it doesn't mean that that's necessarily wrong. It depends on our mind and our relationship with God 
and our thinking toward God and why we do it, our motive. But anyway. 

So, it was slanted to protect himself, and sometimes that's what we're trying to do. On a spiritual plane, 
we're to learn from that, that we can sometimes do things by telling part of a story, but not the rest of it, 
because then that would slant it in a different direction and not be favorable toward us. And so, it's this 
idea of still protecting self. That's how the mind works. And it's better to spot those things, to see those 
things in our character, in our minds, and realize we need to change it. They are not the same thing at all, 
to tell it halfway, oftentimes. Because it wasn't the full truth. 

This was because he wasn't fully trusting God yet. He was developing something here. He was growing 
over time. It takes time to grow, and they didn't have the same tools we have today by any measure for 
growth and quick growth, and it's going to take some time here. 

Genesis 21:1—Then the Eternal visited Sarah as He had said, and the Eternal did for Sarah as He had 
spoken. For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to 
him, Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old as God had 
commanded him. Now, Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And 
Sarah said, God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me. 

She also said, Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have born him 
a son in his old age. So the child grew and was weaned. Now Abraham made a great feast on the same 
day that Isaac was weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, scoffing (to mock and to ridicule). That's what this word means. 

So, here the son, what is he, 13, 14 now, somewhere in there, and he has this attitude already. Well, 
where did he get that? I'd say probably from Mama. And these things are passed down, things that she 
had to say about some of the situation there. 

Therefore she said to Abraham, Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, with Isaac. Now, the matter was very displeasing in Abraham's sight 
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because of his son. Because he loved him, he'd grown close to him, obviously, over those years, and 
didn't like the way things were going. 

But God said to Abraham, Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of 
your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice. For in Isaac your seed shall be 
called. So again here, this was something where Abraham had to adjust his thinking, his mind, to realize 
it wasn't going to be through a servant and the child that was born to Hagar, but it was going to be 
through Sarah to Isaac. 

Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman because he is your seed. So, Abraham rose 
early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water, and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it to 
the boy—so, he was right 14 at this point—to Hagar and sent him away. Then she departed and 
wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. So she's going down through an area that's getting more 
barren as you go along. 

And the water of the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. So, it doesn't 
say how long this took or how long they'd wandered through this area, what they were doing, but the 
boy was becoming weaker. Then she went and sat down across from him in a distance of about a bow's 
shot (shooting an arrow), for she said to herself, Let me not see the death of my boy. So, that's how bad 
it had gotten. And so, stories like this say, sometimes put so much together in such a small amount, you 
don't really know the timing, you don't know all that was taking place, it just shows the result. But here 
he is, he's not in good health, and she's afraid he's going to die, and she doesn't want to see this. 

So she sat opposite him and lifted her voice and wept. Then God heard the voice of the lad and the 
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven and said to her, What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has 
heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will 
make him a great nation. And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. So she went and 
filled the skin with water and gave the lad a drink. 

So, God was with the lad, and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness and became an archer. He dwelt in 
the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. So, they had 
moved that far down. They kept wandering down in the particular area, and so it talks about how these 
are next to each other. 

And it came to pass at that time that Abimelech and Phichol, the commander of his army, spoke to 
Abraham, saying, God is with you in all that you do. So, here's Abimelech now being brought back into 
the story. And he recognizes, because Abraham's in his territory, that region, and he recognizes 
something here that he acknowledges to Abraham, “God is with you in all that you do.” 

Now, therefore, take oath to me by God that you will not deal falsely with me, with my offspring or my 
posterity, but that according to the kindness that I have done to you, you will do to me and to the land 
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of which you have dwelt. So, Abraham was growing in power and might as time went on here. He 
already had great possessions; Abimelech had even given him more. And in his mind, possibly foreseeing 
that if time went on, he could become even greater. He'd already gone up and delivered Lot, brought Lot 
back, and so there had to be a fear there of what he might do in time against him or against his people. 

Then Abraham said, I will make an oath. And Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of water 
which Abimelech's servants had seized. And Abimelech said, I do not know who has done this thing. 
So, some of his servants had done it, but he wasn't aware of this. You did not tell me, nor had I heard of 
it until today. 

So, Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made a 
covenant. And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. So, this comes up again later 
here, this particular area and what was taking place. 

Then Abimelech asked Abraham… You might not think these are important, but it was part of their lives, 
was part of what was going on. God was allowing these experiences to take place that Abraham was 
witnessing and seeing how Abimelech dealt with him. 

And, you know, it doesn't matter where we are, it doesn't matter what part of the world you live in, it 
doesn't matter what you're doing when God calls you, He will work with you and mold and fashion you. 
He'll mold and fashion you in your job. He'll mold and fashion you in your area. He'll mold and fashion 
you through the different experiences you have that are unique to you. We're all different, and how God 
molds and fashions us is a unique thing, as it was here. God was molding and fashioning Him. 

He molds and fashions each one of us. So, sometimes that's hard for people to recognize, to understand, 
because we don't see ourselves as being that important in God's eyes, of what He's really doing in our 
lives. And we are. And God has that power to do that through the different experiences we have, to mold 
things in here that we need. Awesome. 

Then Abimelech asked Abraham, What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs which you have set 
by themselves? Then he said, You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that they may be 
witness that I have dug this well. So, “This is my well. And a part of this agreement is going to be that 
you're taking these, and this is going to be a witness of this.” Seven. Unique. 

Therefore, he called the place Beersheba, which means well of an oath/the well of an oath. So that 
particular region, that town, kept that name from then on. It’s still known by that name today, 
Beersheba. Because the two of them declared an oath there. Thus they made a covenant at 
Beersheba. So, Abimelech rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they returned to the 
land of the Philistines. Then Abraham planted a grove of trees in Beersheba, and they called on the 
name of the Eternal, the everlasting God. 
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So again, it's about this relationship and it's about this covenant, and about this experience with 
Abimelech, and Abraham seeing in his mind how God has been working with him to give him favor, and 
how they've been able to grow as they have been, and Abimelech coming down and desiring to have this 
covenant with him, if you will, taking an oath. 

So Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines many days. 

We'll stop there.
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