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Today will be Part 4 of the series entitled Beyond the Flood.
This is the final portion of this particular series, and this Sabbath we’re going to continue on exactly where we left off last week, so we’ll be going over to Genesis 22 and starting there. Quite an incredible process here, seeing how God was working with Abraham, and that he is the first in that regard that is recorded as being worked with after the flood, and some of the ways that God worked with him being unique because there weren’t a lot of people being worked with at any one time, obviously. And this is a good story in that regard, seeing how God worked in different times and different ways with people.
And we come to an important point here now in time when, again, God had worked with him, molding and fashioning him, and now comes a point where — it’s referred to as a test — but has a lot of meaning in it as well here in Genesis 22 where it says, verse 1—Now, it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham.
So, again, it’s a matter of bringing to the forefront where he was, things to be recorded about where he was, and the kind of relationship that he had with God up to this point in time, obviously, being made manifest. A lot of it has to do with that so that we have that which we can read about here today in the story about Abraham and why God worked with him as He did in the manner that He did.
He tested Abraham and called out to him, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. Then He said, Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. Now, this is the area of Jerusalem where Jerusalem later came along, was used, obviously, but again, it’s in what’s referred to now as the land of Moriah. And even Mount Moriah that has that specific name now, there are several mountains… I can’t really call them mountains, but I guess that’s what they refer to them as in small part. But that area is the area of the Temple Mount today.
I think it’s kind of interesting, some of these things. Just like “Moriah.” It means that “this is chosen by God,” or “it’s chosen by Yahweh.” So, things have meaning. And this particular area, over and over again, comes up in scripture as being important and important to God. And so, this is where He chose to work with him in the manner that He did.
And so again here, he told him to go into the land of Moriah, and offer there a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you. So again, the name – God’s choosing it, making it clear that God is telling him where to go and what to do: a specific location.
So, Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey. So again, I find these things interesting because you think about Jerusalem, the history of Jerusalem, where God was going to lead them, where David was going to be after a time because David wasn’t even there for a long time, and then David came into that particular region as well. And knowing that’s where the temple was built, quite incredible.
So, Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey and took two of his young men with him (servants), and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes, and he saw the place in the distance. So, again here, perhaps along the way is when they got the wood, cut it up, split it, as it says here, and now seeing the particular area here at a distance.
Now, Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we’ll come back to you. So again here, I don’t know that he fully grasped everything that was taking place here, but it was confidence here that he was telling them, “We’re going to come back to you later.”
So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son (so he carried it), and took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two went together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, My father! And he said, What, my son? Then he said, Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
So, again here, these things were passed down generation to generation, different things that had taken place. Abraham knew about this process, how to offer up to God. He’d already done this at different times here. And his son, Isaac, knew about offering up before God as well, and so a natural question Isaac is asking here: “Where is the lamb? Because we have everything else and we’re going up here to have an offering made toward God?”
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering. So the two of them went together. Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. Now, it doesn’t record anything was said at this particular point in time, but I can’t imagine that kind of a scenario, something like this taking place.
And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. So again here, it’s hard to grasp and comprehend this. It doesn’t record things that Abraham was thinking fully by any measure. But he was obeying God and following through with what God told him to do.
And again here, took the knife to slay his son. Then the angel of the Eternal called to him from heaven and said, Abraham, Abraham! So he said, Here I am. So, basically stopping him, crying out, calling out to him, if you will, referring to an angel. Oftentimes God is speaking this way then to people through time.
Then He said, Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God. So, if this is something that the angel is saying, he’s communicating it for God, I don’t know, or whether or not this is a bad translation. I don’t know. Anyway, it’s God communicating this directly to Abraham, and whether it was given through authority for an angel to do it is immaterial.
“For now I know that you fear God.” So, God knew Abraham. He knew his mind. He’d been working with him, molding and fashioning him, but this was going to be that which would be an experience Abraham would have to understand the importance of a relationship that he had with God, to reassure him, as God tells him, “Now I know you,” in that respect, “that you,” in essence, “that you fear me,” in a right way, in a sound way. It has to do with fearing to not do what God says, fearing to disobey God. And that’s what everyone should have, in that respect. Not a matter of being fearful of God.
…since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me. Then Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked… So, even this being a type of something that we look at in this story, we think about this story and think, what an incredible thing, a horrible thing that someone would come to this point and be required to do this. And certainly, God wasn’t intending to do it whatsoever. But to see Abraham’s response, knowing this was the beginning of God working in a unique way. Progressive revelation from God as well, obviously, as it goes along here.
But again, all about an experience of something for Abraham to grow in, to learn, and draw closer to God. God knew his mind already, but a lot of it, things like this, are frankly written for us, for people to read later on, to read the stories and learn from it.
And so, it says here, “You have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And so, we think about what God did, because we can think about this and see what a horrible thing it would be on a physical scale to do something like this, but God did this on a spiritual plane with His own son—awesome—because He had a great purpose in His Son coming as a Passover and dying as a Passover for all mankind.
Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. Now, Abraham called the name of the place, The-Eternal-Will-Provide; and it is said to this day, In the Mount of the Eternal it will be provided.
So, if you think of the region, understand what this is partially about: a type that we can learn from, of how much greater it was what God did with His son, and in the same area of Jerusalem, if you will, and God provided. That’s what the story is about, because some of the promises that God gives to Abraham through all this is that there will be a seed come from Abraham, which is about Joshua the Christ. Incredible!
Then the angel of the Eternal called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said, By myself I have sworn, says the Eternal (or “taken oath,” as it is) because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—in blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. So again here, God had already been molding and fashioning him and preparing him for all of this. And to go through this entire experience, God knew the mind of Abraham before He ever put him to this task, in the sense of a test.
Then it’s written here about what this is all about. It’s about a promise that God intended to give in time. Abraham is the one who’s been molded and fashioned for this. It started long ago. It started with Noah and Abraham learning from him, Terah, Abraham’s father, in essence, taking them to Haran, to the area and location of Syria today, and then ten years later God speaking to Abraham and telling him to get up and leave his family that’s there and go farther south into the areas that God is going to give Israel later on as an inheritance and as a part of the promise of these things that were going to come to pass.
So it says, in blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand of the seashore, and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. So again, special blessings, special favor here, Abraham not knowing what this is talking about at all. To know and understand how great his family line is going to come in time, to become a great nation, no inkling whatsoever that later on part of this is going to be fulfilled because of prophetic things that were given concerning Ephraim and Manassah at the end of an age. Awesome!
…and shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed… So, singular, a seed that would come in time. This is part of the promise here. And in your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed. So, it wasn’t just about Israel, but that wasn’t learned until later on in time, until the Church, the time of the Church and Christ began to show and work with Paul in the way that He did, that it was to go to the gentiles, the truth, the message of salvation and the fact that He was the Messiah – speaking of Joshua teaching Paul – which He did.
“In your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” So, it’s about everyone becoming a part of the descendants of Abraham spiritually. That’s what it’s about. Because it isn’t just about a physical nation of people, it’s about a spiritual nation of people, and this is that process.
So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt in Beersheba. So, going south of Jerusalem about halfway down in Hebron, and then a little farther down when you’re getting close to the areas that are more uninhabitable, that’s where they were living, Beersheba. That’s where they chose to live or were led there. Because God inspired a lot of these things to take place exactly the way they did, even where they took place.
That’s something that over and over again, we should be in awe of, how God planned and prepared things, had things planned, as it were, already. Just like the area of Jerusalem, Mount Moriah, all these things didn’t just happen at the last minute. There are things that God had planned out through time that we can’t comprehend that were to take place, things that were still to take place that have been meticulously planned out that we can’t comprehend, and God will reveal them as time goes along and we’ll learn from it.
So, it goes on to say then in verse 20—Now, it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, Indeed Milcah… Now, this is the daughter of Haran. When they left the area of Ur of the Chaldees, when Terah and Lot, Abraham and others went with him to that particular area of Syria, they named the place they came to Haran, and he died early on. It was Abraham, Nahor, and Haran. And it doesn’t say how, but Haran had died, and so there was this, obviously, the closeness of that family, and so they named an area after him, obviously.
It’s telling him now, about Abraham, saying, Indeed, Milcah, who is the daughter of Haran, wife of Nahor (which is Abraham’s brother, which would have been her uncle) also has borne children to your brother Nahor, Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel. Now, Bethuel begot Rebekah. So, it’s giving a lineage here. Rebekah then comes into the story here in part, and so it’s being told here the descendants and who they were. So, Bethuel, one of the children here, begot Rebekah.
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. So, they had communication back and forth at different times. This is an example of it. He was told about what had taken place up there.
Then, chapter 23, continuing on. Genesis 23:1—Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. So, it’ll come back to Rebekah later on in the story because it breaks parts of it up here in flow.
Well, before I read that, Abraham was ten years older than she was, so that would have been then, 137 at this particular time. Abraham was 137 years old.
Verse 2—So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron). I mentioned Hebron a moment ago because it’s halfway almost, right at that point, halfway toward this area of Mount Moriah, and then coming farther down, that’s where Abraham had settled. So, it doesn’t tell why she was up there and why she died in that particular area. So, again, nothing that we can glean from any of that.
So, Sarah died there, it says, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. So, whether she couldn’t travel, they’d been there at one point, and she had to stay and be taken care of there, again, it doesn’t say. But he went back up there then.
So, Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, I am a foreigner and a visitor among you. Permit me property for a burial place among you, that I may bury my dead while I am here. So, some of it is not translated that way in other places, but that’s exactly what was being communicated.
So the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, Hear us, my lord, You are a mighty prince among us… This is a close area here. They’re not that far apart. They know exactly what’s taking place in some of these different regions there. And so, they said, bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us will withhold from you their burial place, that you may bury your dead. So, there were places that people prepared in families and so forth, and this is speaking of then what leads up to Abraham choosing what he did.
So, then Abraham, it says, stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth. As a form of gratitude and thankfulness. And he spoke with them, saying, If it is your wish that I bury my dead while I am here, hear me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, that he may permit me the cave of Machpelah which he has… So, he already had this in mind; this is the place he really desired to have, and so it worked up to this, finally. …which is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you.
Now, Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the presence of the sons of Heth, all who entered the gate of his city, saying, No, my lord, hear me, I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!
Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land… Again, this isn’t a matter of worshiping; it’s a matter of bowing down in gratitude and thankfulness for what their response is.
…and he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, If you will give it, please hear me. I will give you money for the field; take it from me, and I will bury my dead here. So, he wasn’t going to receive it for free. He wanted to give a fair price for the land. He was well known, he had a reputation, and this is a part of his reputation, the kind of individual he was, not taking advantage of anyone, in that respect.
Verse 14—Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver. What is that between you and me? So, again, going back and forth in this. So, bury your dead. So, Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the silver for Ephron, which he had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. So, he was going to follow through with it because no matter what, it was the right thing to do.
So, the field of Ephron, which is in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave which was in it, and all the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders, were deeded to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in to the gate of his city.
And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. So, a lot of times when you read a lot of these stories here, they insert names of certain areas that hadn’t yet even had those particular names. But it’s a matter of those later on who would read these things. They knew where those regions were because of putting more of the modern-day names in them.
So the field and the cave that were in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth as property for a burial place. So again here, these things, again, showing character, showing a relationship, a reputation that he had in that particular region. He was well respected. As they said, “You are a prince among us,” because he wasn’t one of them, and he was blessed mightily. They could see those things as well as far as his life was concerned, and they had great respect for him. And so, this was back and forth.
Genesis 24:1—Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age, and the Eternal had blessed Abraham in all things. So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Please, put your hand under my thigh… Now, this seems a little weird, but it was a part of taking an oath. So, whatever it had to do here, this is how they did it; this was the formality. Used to be, there were times when people would spit in their hand and shake. You know, different things people do, and you think, “Ugh, that’s kind of gross.” But anyway, people would have done different things at different times to seal an agreement or to take oath, giving your word about a matter.
…and I will make you, again, a matter of taking oath by the Eternal, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you may not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac. So again, this is going back up to the area of Haran. That’s what he’s being told here, that you’re to go up there, get a wife for my son Isaac. He’s not to marry anyone in this particular region. But this is a matter of family or whatever, and so he gives him instruction.
And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take your son back to the land from which you came? But Abraham said to him, Beware that you do not take my son back there. The Eternal God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and made oath to me, saying, To your descendants I give this land, He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there.
So again, certain things that were being given to Abraham in his mind that he felt confident in toward God. And again, not knowing fully how these things worked always, some of this has probably not changed a whole lot through time, but there, when God is working with someone like that, the mind, things are given, a confidence of what is there. And this is how he is responding because he believed this is what God had given, and it was from Him.
Now, if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this oath. So, he’s taking this oath;=, he’s saying he’s going to go up there, he’s going to go do this, he’s going to pursue what Abraham gave to him in the manner that Abraham told him to do it, but he’s concerned for himself that he does it right. He wants to do it right toward Abraham, but he’s concerned if he comes back empty-handed, this is not going to go well. And so, he’s telling him, “You don’t have to worry. The angel is going to go before you. Things are going to be prepared for you.” That’s basically what he’s telling him.
And he says, If she is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this oath. Only do not take my son back there. So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and took an oath to him concerning this matter. So it was important to Abraham that his servant did exactly what he told him. His servant understood the importance of this—he took it that way—and so much so that he was concerned if he didn’t come back with a wife. Abraham is telling him, “Don’t worry. If no one comes back with you, you’re released from the oath.”
So, we have stories like this for a purpose – a little here and a little there – not anything in-depth, and we’re to learn from it. We’re to see how God worked with him, here being one of the most important events, obviously, since the flood and God working with mankind in a way that was going to be new because it was through Abraham and through his descendants that God was going to accomplish incredible things for the next several hundred years…a few thousand. Awesome! God’s making it clear.
Verse 10—Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, for all his master’s goods were in his hand. So, he’s obviously a well-trusted individual. He had a lot of authority in his possession here to use of Abraham's, and so he took the camels, he took a lot of provisions, and he took other things as well. I don’t know if it says right here, but it does later, making it very clear that he was well prepared for this trip.
Then he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor, which is that area of Haran. Now, he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening time, the time when women would go out to draw water. Then he said, O Eternal God of my master Abraham… So, incredible here. Here is a servant, and he has in his mind a relationship with God that he wants to follow the example of what Abraham’s given to him. He wants to do things in a right way, so he’s actually addressing God, praying to God about a matter.
He said, O Eternal God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham. So, you think, what an incredible thing he had that kind of respect, a servant, to have that kind of closeness there that he wanted to do what was pleasing, again, to Abraham, to do things exactly the right way.
And you think, it’s not like that today in the world very much. You don’t see these kinds of things very often where people have close relationships and they want to be pleasing to someone, they want to work hard, they want to do a good job. And this shows a particular mindset that his servant had. And again here, Abraham, very respected.
Behold, here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. Now, let it be that the young woman to whom I say, Please let down your pitcher that I may drink, and she says, Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink—be whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac. What an incredible thing here. He’s saying he wants to know that this is from God. “I want to know who it is that’s been prepared for Abraham's son, Isaac, and if you’ll just do ‘this’ and ‘this’ and ‘this’…”
That took quite a bit of boldness, but he asked that it be done in exactly a certain way so that he would know, so that he would have a confidence that this is the right one. He didn’t want to go back with the wrong one. He wanted to have exactly what Abraham was looking for and what Abraham told him.
Then by this I will know you have shown kindness to my master. So, interesting story here. God’s going to work it out for him exactly that way. I might add that what he had to say was most likely inspired by God in the first place, to put into his mind to make the request that he made because these are all for a purpose and by design.
Now, it happened, it goes on to say, before he had finished speaking, and behold… So, he hadn’t even finished speaking and it was already taking place. So, God was very much in this, and God inspired these things piece by piece, candidly. …Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, so again, Haran’s daughter, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with a pitcher on her shoulder. Now, the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And now she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. So the servant ran to meet her and said, Please let me drink a little water from your pitcher. So, she said, Drink, my lord. Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him to drink. It says, Now, when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, I will draw water for your camels also.
So again here, quite a moving story when you read it and knowing what’s taking place, that God is involved in every bit of this. To inspire, to work with her, to speak and say things in a certain way in response to him, and for him to have asked what he asked, and these things are being done exactly that way. And here she is, before he’s even finished asking God about it, it’s all taking place. It’s already in motion.
That’s why so often when we go through stories here to be in awe of God, the power of God, the mind of God, the way God plans and purposes things. It’s really quite incredible, and that’s how we’re to receive it.
So, she says, I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking. Can you imagine his thinking, his response as he’s experiencing this? He’s experiencing something he asked God to do concerning his master Abraham, and it’s happening exactly like he asked. It had to be an incredibly moving experience for him. Again, sometimes it’s hard to put ourselves in places like that, and yet we’re to strive to do that.
Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. Now, the man, wondering at her… In other words, “This is the one? This is all happening?” And being probably a little stunned by all this, and that kind of wonderment, if you will. …remained silent so as to know whether the Eternal had made his journey productive or not.
So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden nose ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of gold… So again, something he already took for the trip to give to the one. …and said, Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your father’s house for us to lodge?
So she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s son, whom she bore to Nahor. So again, family lineage there, family related, in that respect, from Abraham’s brother here, if you will. Moreover she said to him, We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge. Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the Eternal. So, all this came about. It happened in the manner that he desired, he’d asked God for, and was already taking place before he had even finished praying, and now he knows, he has this confidence, this is the one.
And he said, “Blessed,” or Thanks be… When it says something like this so often, it’s not a matter of passing along a blessing or saying a blessing to someone; it’s a matter of gratitude and thankfulness. Thanks be to the Eternal God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth toward my master. Again, you should marvel at that kind of respect and that kind of attitude that he had toward Abraham. That really says a lot – things that we don’t experience in this world as a whole.
As for me, being on the way, the Eternal led me to the house of my master’s brethren. So even there he recognizes something, “I was led here. I came to this spot. This is where it took place, to the exact family.” So the young woman ran and told her mother’s household these things.
Now, Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. So, if you’re ahead of the story a little bit, Laban, if you know a bit of the story of Laban, you realize there is a lot more to this story that’s going to happen later on in time here. This isn’t over with. This is just a beginning and something that’s repeated again later on in a similar sense. And we’ll come to that in the next series.
But again here, incredible that it’s a matter of a family line that God was working with in a very unique way, and they were retaining, holding on to things even in this particular area here, of principles and so forth, the things that they had learned. They didn’t have the kind of relationship that Abraham had with God. Lot had a relationship in part because of what he had been taught. What kind, how far that was, we don’t know. But they did in this area as well.
So, Abraham naturally wanted someone who was of a lineage like that. From his past, he knew who they were, he knew how they thought in that respect, in their thinking toward God. Because it wasn’t in the rest of the world. It wasn’t in the rest of the regions around them. It wasn’t with the Canaanites because of the kind of worship that they had. And so, the last thing he wanted was something like that that would hurt Isaac in the long run, as far as a relationship is concerned. So, that’s why he sent her back up to this particular area, or sent his servant to this particular area.
Now, Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. So here they are, brother and sister. So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, Thus the man spoke to me, that he went to the man. Now there he stood by the camels at the well. So, they’re inviting him up.
Then he said, Come on, O blessed of the Eternal! Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels. So she had passed along this information then to Laban, and then Laban runs down there to welcome him, to bring him along to their place.
Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and provided straw and feed for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. Food was set before him to eat, but he said, I will not eat until I have told you about my errand. So he said, Speak on. So again here, he wants to get this off his chest, in that respect. He wants to tell them the whole story of why he’s there, of what transpired, what took place.
Then he said, I am Abraham’s servant. The Eternal has blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. Now, Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and to him he has given all that he has. So again here, making it clear here that all this is what Isaac is going to receive.
Now, my master made me swear (take oath), saying, You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; but you shall go to my father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for my son. Then I said to my master, Perhaps the woman will not follow me. But he said to me, The Eternal, before whom I walk, will send His angel with you to prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my father’s house.
So, to see all this working out, again, we read a story like this, and it doesn’t impact us in the way of what they were living, what he experienced, what the whole family is going to be experiencing here now, to realize that this is from Abraham, this is from what Abraham’s desire is for his son.
He went on to tell then, He said, You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not give her to you, then you will be released from my oath. Now, this day I came to the well and said, O Eternal God of my master Abraham, if you will now prosper the way in which I go, behold, I stand by the well of water; and it will come to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say to her, Please give me a little water from your pitcher to drink, and she says to me, Drink, and I will draw for your camels also —let her be the woman whom the Eternal has appointed for my master’s son.
So, he’s repeating the story. You could say a lot of adrenaline was pumping through his veins. He’s all excited by what he’s just experienced. He’s experienced something from God. And we have those occasions in our life if we can grasp that, if we can understand that, things that God gives to you in your mind to see, to know, and to understand, things about truth, when God gives it to you. The fact that you receive that, that you have that, and you know, those are incredible moments in time.
That’s why I repeat so often the kind of story I do when the first time I went back home from college to work in that particular area, and that night around 10 o’clock, my dad started telling me things about the Sabbath, things about the Holy Days, things about the migrations of the children of Israel, and on and on it went. And as he spoke, I knew it was true. I didn’t have to read anything. It was just because I heard it. And all of a sudden my mind changed; I saw something that I knew was from God. I believed it.
And whatever our experiences are that we have in life, the same thing is true when God gives us the truth. I think of 2005, when God began to reveal that Joshua had a beginning. He hadn’t always eternally existed, as so many have believed for so many hundreds of years and had even happened as it kind of blended in with the Church for a time there, until God began to pull us out of that as well.
Those things that people went through at different stages; some (there were quite a few) even before the Feast because I’d given certain sermons about something that was coming, some things that were going to come, and I’d given little hints along the way. And it was not that easy necessarily for everyone as they went to that particular Feast not knowing what was going to be said. And the reality is, as the Feast went along, people began to see it, the same thing.
Those are things that something happens in the mind that you can’t prove on your own. You can’t sit down with any kind of book, I don’t care what it is, Strong’s Concordance, or any kind of commentaries, and get anything out of them whatsoever that you can prove things like that. It’s just a reality of if something is true, God gives it to you in your mind, and you can see it. Incredible!
That’s why I really hate what happened in Worldwide so much, when people felt like they had to have the ability to prove everything that came along. Well, sometimes you can’t prove it. And maybe in time then you can begin to see other scriptures and begin to grasp, yeah, that is true, and you can begin to fit it altogether, but in the beginning so often we don’t have all that.
It’s like Pentecost and what happened with Pentecost. Incredible! There were those who saw it immediately when Herbert Armstrong gave it, and there were those who made up their decisions well before that, that it can’t be so and so, or they’re not going to go with it. They’d already made up their minds. Incredible!
So, those are miraculous things. This was a miraculous thing that took place, and it was very moving to someone who very likely, in every respect, was not being worked with by God in the sense of a calling, but he had an opportunity to experience some things that were unique to him, that when he is resurrected it’s not going to be that difficult for him. He’s already been worked with to a certain point in time. And it wasn’t about God working with him for a purpose in time, but what an incredible thing to go through all this. So, he is very moved by this. These things don’t just happen to people, and yet it happened to him with a prayer that he had, that he felt was his. But I know that God was in it.
But before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah… So, he understood that. “Before I was finished speaking, there she is!” I mean, it didn’t just happen by accident. …there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. Then I said to her, Please let me drink. So, it’s being repeated here. What we read now is being repeated to them. It’s being told to them.
Then she quickly let her pitcher down from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give your camels to drink also. So I drank, and she gave the camels to drink also. Then I asked her, and said, Whose daughter are you? So, he didn’t even know! He didn’t know that this was of the families that Abraham had sent him to. And so, for him to learn that? Awesome!
And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him. So, here it is, descendant from Abraham’s own brother. Incredible! So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Eternal, and gave thanks to the Eternal God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the way of truth… Well put. Because this was what was in his heart, this is what was in his mind, this is how he received it, and this to him was a matter of something that was truth. …to find the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son.
So again here, exactly what Abraham wanted, what Abraham desired, what was in his heart, what he went and experienced then as it came about that was brought to pass.
Now, if you will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me. Then if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left. So, he still didn’t know how this was going to turn out. Because now he’s presented it to the family, and family to move away, especially for a young woman to be taken away, taken to another land far away that they may not see again, it wasn’t an easy thing, and he understood that. And so, he’s still not a hundred percent confident here what are they going to do. He knows that he’s done his part; he’s released no matter what takes place. But he wants to know, “What are you going to do? Are you going to let her go or not?” in essence, is what he’s asking.
Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing comes from the Eternal. So, they were moved by this story as well. They could see that. It was in their hearts and in their minds. We cannot speak to you either bad or good. Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as the Eternal has spoken. So, the fact that they had this relationship in their minds to God and wanting to honor God, which they did, because they had learned these things. That’s a large part of the reason why they had left the Ur of the Chaldees.
Now it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, that he worshiped the Eternal, bowing toward the earth. Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. So, quite a time. Awesome! He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother. So, he didn’t come empty-handed. He came prepared to give to the family. So again here, incredible story.
Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the morning, and he said, Allow me to depart now to my master. So, his goal was to take her now. She’s the one. To take her back, and so, please now, let me depart. But her brother and her mother said, Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go. So again here, it wasn’t an easy thing for them. It’s kind of like a long goodbye because this was probably going to be it. They understand that.
But he said to them, Do not hinder me, since the Eternal has prospered my way; let me depart on my way so that I may go to my master. So they said to him, We will call the young woman and ask her personally. So, in essence, we’re going to ask her is she ready for this. They felt like maybe this was too much. Part of the reason was to wait for a little time here, get used to the idea. I don’t know.
Then they called Rebekah and said to her, Will you go with this man? And she said, I will go. She was ready to go. Her mind was made up; it was set in her mind. And again, God had part in all this.
So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. And they gave their blessing to Rebekah and said to her, Our sister, may you become the mother of thousands of ten thousands; and may your descendants possess the gates of those who hate them. You think something was passed along by part of what was told to Abraham and given to his servant, and his servant telling them some of these things, of what promises that God had told to Abraham in an oath? And so, they understood this was all going to be given to Isaac, and she’s going to be part with this now. And so, they’re repeating the same thing, in essence, “May this come to pass indeed.”
Then Rebekah and her maids arose—so, more than one evidently here—and they rode on the camels and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed.
Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, and he dwelt in the South. So again here, another region here even farther down. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and looked, and there, the camels were coming. So, how long it took to get down there, it didn’t happen overnight, obviously. But here he sees these camels. So, he’s in the right place at the right time. Just coincidence?
I hope when you read through stories like this, you come to a point where you realize when God is working with people and this kind of thing, that things don’t happen just by coincidence or by accident. They’re by design. Timing, everything.
Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from her camel; for she had said to the servant, Who is this man walking in the field to meet us? Then the servant said, It is my master. So, enough was said that it wasn’t just a matter of being Abraham, but it had to have been about Isaac in that respect. So she took a veil and covered herself.
Now, the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. So, again here, it’s jumping through things pretty fast here in what it’s explaining, but there is time here now. He does this, he explains to Isaac all that had transpired there by the well, and their visit with the family, and then their journey back.
Now Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. And he took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So, it wasn’t a matter that it just happened right there in that hour, right after she got off the camel all this took place. There is time, but it doesn’t get into any of that. This is just a matter this is a sequence of events that took place.
So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
So, it’s gone through all this; it’s talked about what happened before to Sarah. Now she died. Abraham had her buried, and they went up and got Rebecca. She’s back, and now it goes on and tells the story of Abraham, what happened to him after this, this period of time.
Genesis 25:1—After Sarah had died, Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Keturah. Now, she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian… Kind of interesting to know here that Midian is the area that Moses fled to when he left Egypt. So again here, related, people that are related in that particular area when you read about Midian and some of the people there and the like. They’re descendants of Abraham through another woman. So again, that’s where Moses fled after leaving Egypt. And it goes on to say, Ishbak, and Shuah. So, the names of those that were born to them.
Now, Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had; and while he was still living, he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country of the east. So, that’s exactly where they went, including Midian and so forth. Different ones, they moved farther to the east.
Abraham gave them wealth that they took with them. He had great wealth, but as a whole, especially the promises that were given to Abraham that were passed along to Isaac, and also the majority of all that wealth was given to him as well.
But again here, important to realize they couldn’t stay in that region because they were going to grow into nations themselves, and so God had a purpose that they move farther into a different region and go into those lands, and that’s exactly what took place.
This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five years. So, still incredibly long time. Things hadn’t been whittled down yet to 120 years. In time they were, and then less, down to 70, three score and ten. “This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five years.” So, this was one hundred years after God told him to leave Haran, seventy-five years after Isaac was born.
Verse 8—Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael… So, Ishmael came to be part of this that took place. …buried him in the cave of Machpelah (same place Sarah was buried), which is before Mamre, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife.
So, I wanted to get us to this point here, again here, this period of time that followed the flood and coming up to all of Abraham’s life. And in the next series we’re going to go into it’ll continue on from that point. Again, showing how God worked with the different ones, Isaac, Jacob, and so forth, things that took place in their life that are unique and individual for them. But again, God molding and fashioning every one of them along the way because they all were called to an incredible purpose, and there was a seed that was to come from or through them, if you will, in time, in God’s time, many hundreds of years later.
But what an incredible story when you go through all this and realize what had to take place or what was to take place, the fact that they went down into Egypt and how that transpired, coming out of Egypt, and all the things that God began to reveal now in a far greater plane for mankind.
Because there wasn’t a whole lot given all the way through this period of time about a relationship with God that people could have, because it wasn’t time yet for that to begin to take place. And it was going to begin with a physical people first, not on a spiritual plane. So, God only worked with a few through time on a spiritual plane; He called them individually. That’s what’s so unique about nearly the first four thousand years.
So again, we’ll continue on in a new series then following the life of Abraham next Sabbath, which will be the last Sabbath for me before the Feast, in the sense of speaking. So, I intend on giving some sermons during the Feast, and that’s the plan.
And anyway, next Sabbath I’m going to give some announcements about the Feast down in Tennessee because I won’t be able to give them again. We may send them out as an email later on. But just so that everyone is properly prepared for Tennessee, because I’m going to be taking a bit of a break for a while until the Feast after my procedure, after next weekend.
I do want to go through some news today. I thought it’d be good to bring you up to date, in realizing how these things are intensifying, different things that are happening. Because I think of the analogy of a woman in pain, again here, birthing pain, and how as it gets closer and closer, things begin to happen in a broader way, in a greater way, if you will, and that’s what’s taking place.
We had little things here and there taking place at different times, but now there are a lot of things going on at the same time, and hopefully, we’re all observant of that. Because we live in a kind of a scary time, candidly. I hope we all understand that. It’s not an easy time. It’s a kind of a scary time because of what we know is coming and realizing what’s taking place between nations on the earth and how ugly it’s getting out there. It’s crazy.
Anyway, just a few things over, primarily, the last week, but also one other one here having to do with an earthquake.
Venezuela Earthquake Death Toll Rises to 6,438.1 You know, we think about the towers when they went down, and you think this is several times – nearly, well, two and a half times, a little bit more than that – than all that died on that particular day. And here they're still dealing with finding people that they haven't even found yet.
“The authorities say that at least 60,000 homes were affected in some way, with 24,000 being left uninhabitable.” That's a lot of people living in all those homes that are uninhabitable; people who are displaced, and the misery, the things that go along with that, the hardships that go along with that.
Another article here: Powerful 7.4 Earthquake Strikes Colombia, Killing More Than 100.2 So right on the heels of one in Venezuela, move over a little way to Colombia, and they're going through some of this. “The quake shook major cities, including Bogota, Calais, Medellin.”
“At least 111 people have died, the president said, and the death toll appeared likely to rise as rescuers searched damaged buildings.” So now it's reported there that the death toll is 132 and 570 injured. So, not nearly as damaging as what took place in Venezuela, but again, these things happening just quite regularly here recently.
Indonesia hit by second powerful earthquake in one day…3 “A magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck Indonesia's western Sumatra Island late on Saturday, the U.S. Geological Survey said. The quake followed a powerful 7.7 magnitude quake that hit the country's eastern Flores Island earlier the same day, leaving at least 38 people dead and several others trapped beneath collapsed buildings.”
So that's earthquakes.
I don't know if you've been watching some of the things having to do with fires. It just gets worse and worse. It seems like every year things are taking place across Europe. All the rivers that are incredibly low levels throughout Europe right now. All the fires that they're dealing with. All the deaths that they're dealing with. It's high, things that are taking place right now.
It says here, another article: Putin loses 43K soldiers on Ukraine battlefield in one of bloodiest months…4 You think, this is mind-boggling. Just keep throwing people into the fray, as it were – a leader doing that? It's mind-boggling how they think – to not have any more value for life. And this is happening where several tens of thousands as a whole are dying every month, just in one country alone. Again, horrifying. And you think, how long? And what's he going to do next?
Middle East live: Trump threatens to bomb Oman if they get in way of Hormuz shipping deal.5 Uh, not a whole lot you can say. You know, other nations, they see some of the things that are taking place, and some of them don't even know what side to be on in some cases because of things going back and forth, and how to react and how to respond. But they kind of did it to themselves there in Oman, candidly.
Another article says: Hungary sinks barges in the Danube River to stave off energy crisis.6 Well, the reason for this is because they had to have the water slow down and back up enough to keep some of these power plants, nuclear plants especially then, having their cooling. Because if you don't have them, you have to shut them off, and people are already having problems because they don't have enough electricity in these areas. A lot of them are experiencing blackouts in different regions. And they need it, especially when it's so hot and people dying from all this because of the heat.
Another article: ‘Uncharted territory’: Second-largest reservoir in US plunges to a record low.7 “Lake Powell, the second largest reservoir in the United States…” This has been happening year after year, where it just gets worse and worse and worse. And there's nothing much that anybody can do about any of it.
“…provides water and electricity to millions in the West. It has now shrunk to its lowest level on record in the latest sign of the alarming crisis unfolding on the drought-stricken Colorado River. The record comes nine days after downstream Lake Mead, the United States' biggest reservoir, dropped to its lowest level since it first was filled nine decades ago.” You think, 90 years ago filled up, and now at its lowest level in history.
“We are in uncharted territory, said Jack Schmidt, director of the Center of the Colorado River Studies in the Utah State University.” 
Another article: Trump Doubles Down On Plans To Make Hormuz Strait A US Territory…8 That's why nations, they don't know what to think. I mean, how should you respond to something like that? Even the ones close by there, how are they responding to those things? And especially Europe, there's nothing like stirring the pot and making things worse, but that's what's happening. But there's a reason why people are sometimes in the place they are, especially at the end of the age here, and there's a reason for all this taking place. And a lot of it has to do with Europe, because that sentiment against the United States is growing worse and worse and worse. Quite fast, actually.
I wouldn't be surprised if they came out and wanted to call it the Strait of America.
UK will ‘pay the price’ for giving Kiev drones to attack Russia…9 This is from Russian news. But again here, you think of all this taking place here and all that they're able to strike at now from Ukraine, and you see Russia. What are they going to do? Are they going to just let this all end peacefully and not react to it in any fashion or form when it comes right down to it? Or are they going to do something really stupid? And my bet is on the side of stupid. But anyway.
A little bit of sick humor there. We live in a sick world. And to realize that there are people who have great power that are willing to use it if they get in a pinch, if they get to that point in time, rather than giving in or giving up?
Russian Hypersonic Missile-Capable Frigate Spotted Near Germany…10 So you think, well, what's important about that? Well, because it's getting more and more tension between Germany and Russia. And Russia is responding to some of that, and to the UK as well, because both of them are promising certain help to Ukraine. And how long does that go on?
It's kind of like, what are we supposed to do, because China and Russia are helping Iran. Like, that was a big shock when that finally came out. It's like, duh. Anyway. We live in a sick world.
Here's an article that just says, “Generates A Number Of Risks": UBS [Swiss Bank] Warns German NatGas Storage Levels Alarmingly Below Seasonal Norms.11 “UBS analysts focused on Germany's natural gas inventories Monday morning and warned that the levels are alarmingly low for the same time of year, raising the risk of elevated prices and a renewed supply crunch in the northern hemisphere if it experiences a severe winter. Simon Penn, a London-based UBS micro strategist, wrote earlier today that Germany's natural gas storage is just 48% full compared to 65% a year ago and 75% during the 2022 energy crisis. We would go a step further. Inventories are now at their lowest level for the first time in 17 years.” So again, across the board.
So, again here, how's that important? Because it affects people in Europe and how they feel, and it's getting worse and worse. A lot of their feelings are about the United States, and a lot of their feelings are about what's taking place with Iran because this is where they get a lot of their oil and their supplies and so forth. You think, well, how long are different ones going to take it?
Another one here, it says: Running on Empty? Three EU Nations See Gas Reserves Hit Rock Bottom.12 Now, again, this is from a Russian news source, but so often they are reporting things that are actually true and happening because they like to poke a stick in there as well and stir things up with things that are true.
“Natural gas reserves and underground storage facilities in Germany, the Netherlands, and Croatia have tumbled to all-time seasonal nadirs [lows] (I'm not sure what this word is), while four other European nations are reporting their lowest levels since 2017-2018 winter, according to the gas infrastructure of Europe.”
“As of the end of August the 16th, gas day (which concluded on the morning of August 17), Germany's storage facilities stood at 49.9% capacity while the Netherlands registered 41%, the lowest level since it began in 2011.” So again, records only started in 2011, keeping some of this stuff, and now they're incredibly low. I'm not going to go through the rest of the stats on that, but it's incredible what's going on with all these nations over there.
Mount Etna eruption sparks worst aviation crisis for Sicily in 20 years…13
France measures more than 7,300 excess deaths – and counting – during historic heatwaves.14
Chancellor Merz [of Germany] Most Unpopular German Leader on Record in Modern History.15 So, when you make the German people unhappy, things don't go well. And that's happening more and more. They tend to turn more and more to the right.
“Merz is the most unpopular chancellor since the polling agency began conducting surveys with a staggering 85% of Germans disapproving of his performance. …Perhaps most damning of all, the pollster also found that just 12% of voters believe that the current political establishment is adequately addressing the issues facing the public.”
Again, these things may not seem important when you go through things like this and you read them. But it is over there. And if you understand their mindset and what has led to war after war after war, this is what we're talking about. It's exactly what's taking place.
Another one here: Peru earthquake … Lima, Ica, and Cusco rocked by 7.2 tremors sparking avalanches.16 That's just this last week.
Another one here: Over 80,000 people left homeless by earthquake in Indonesia.17
Another one here: US warned of 'October surprise' from Iran amid harrowing billboards and murals.18 So the things they're putting up throughout the country, they keep threatening. They keep using language that sounds like absolute lunatics. But you wonder, do they have something in their pocket? Or are they working on something? Because it's come out in recent time that there is one mountain that didn't get struck, that they said that they knew that they moved different things to before all this began. So, are they still working on something? Are they put off, and time is on their side, and trying to postpone things?
I really wouldn't be a bit surprised if they don't have a nuke already. Just a matter of when they choose to use it. That's why it says here, beware of an October surprise. Because they know about the season of the year that the Jews keep, and they like to strike at those times. All through so many things that have happened in history, whether it be what happened with Egypt, whether it be happening with those that happened later on, so often happens around a Holy Day, by design on the part of those who are Muslim.
Another one here: South Korea’s economy at risk as Trump throws it under the bus.19 “The $350 billion Trump wants from Seoul equals roughly 18% of Korea’s GDP – a sum large enough to push the economy back to the brink of collapse.”
So again, we're not winning any friends around the world. We're not developing good relationships with people around the world. We're just stirring up a giant pot. It just gets worse and worse and worse.
Another one here: Germany records 14,000 heat-related deaths this summer as heatwaves scorch Europe.20 These are some of the highest on record that are taking place.
And then, in the midst of all this, wonderful news: Ukraine Corruption Scandal Deepens: 'Operation Forrest Gump' Shocks Zelensky Government With More Searches.21 So, it's like this is a big surprise to them over there. You know some of the history of Ukraine? It hasn't been pretty. That's basically what Putin's been telling people. And a lot of the corruption of things that have happened in their government before Zelensky ever got there, and maybe even afterwards. Sick, sick, sick world. Fighting wars, and yet different ones are getting rich. They take billions, not millions. Some of them are taking billions. Sick world we live in.
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