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Welcome, brethren, to this Day of Atonement.
This is the fifth annual Sabbath (which is Holy Day), which is called the Day of Atonement. Some in the world know this day on a physical level, mainly because of the Jewish nation, and that this day is a commanded fast. So, some would be aware of this particular day. Now, some would even fast on it. But it's all physical; everything they're doing is physical. It's not because of a spiritual calling or God's holy spirit; it's because that's what they've read and they're doing it.
We understand that the Jewish nation calls this time Yom Kippur. And that's how people would understand it. It's often on the news, the Jews were fasting, so to speak, and therefore, they say it's a sacred day to them and a holy day. And it is to them. And it is to us; it's a day that God has commanded we fast.
On a physical level this day can be very difficult, and it's because we are fasting for 24 hours, a period that is not easy for the physical body, mainly because we live in an age of plenty. We have three meals a day plus more, and therefore, denying self for a 24-hour period without drink and without food is very difficult.
The world might find it easier in some areas of the world because they only have one meal a day, and they don't have the plenty we have. Some, actually, are forced to fast every day for two or three days because they don't have meals. Well, everyone's different. But the Western world is different: it has plenty, and we have plenty.
And this sermon today for us is a spiritual day (it's not necessarily a physical one) where we obey the physical command. In fact, this day is a day that is spiritual in design. On this day, the Day of Atonement, we should be exceedingly excited about God's way of life because of what is revealed by the Day of Atonement. There is great spiritual knowledge and hope for the rest of mankind in this day.
The word “atonement” means “reconciliation” or “restoring harmony between two parties.” It can mean “purge away or cover.” The word itself literally is translated as being “at-one-ment.” Now, some would know that, but they don't understand that this is actually about a process of reconciliation.
We have God, who is the Eternal, who has perfect character. We have been created with a different character, a selfish one, and therefore, “the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life” dominate our thinking. So, what this day is really about is revealing the process where we can come from what we are and to be like God, and to be part of God's family. And therefore, it is a day of reconciling; it's about reconciling ourselves to God. There's a complete difference between the two parties.
We are, as individuals, the ones who break the relationship. Now, this happens on a physical level between two people, and they may break their relationship, and therefore, they have to reconcile, and they would maybe get together and talk things out a little bit. Well, this reconciliation is really about us fighting and denying self so that we can be reconciled and come towards a relationship with God.
In other words, by nature, we are in opposition to God. We are completely opposite to God, but we actually are in opposition to Him. We are not in unity or in agreement in thinking. We understand God is love. We are selfish. So, we are completely different. We have a selfish nature.
This day is about restoring a broken relationship back to a place of peace and unity and full agreement with God.
Now, when we're born we actually are born with a nature that is not in agreement with God, and therefore, the reconciliation is really up to us. But we need the gift of God's holy spirit to be able to do it. This day pictures the atoning process, the process whereby mankind can be reconciled to God.
Now, this is an incredible thing. This is a great hope. This day has great hope for the rest of mankind. So, from this point forward, everybody will start to learn (once Christ returns), will start to learn about the Day of Atonement and what it's really about. So, you've got 1,100 years where mankind will be given the opportunity to be at one with God, to reconcile with God.
Now, many won't make it. Many won't do it. But those that do, they then, through God's mercy and love, will be able to enter His Family and to be at one with Him forever.
So, it's only by repentance. Because sin is what the problem is. Sin is the reason we cut ourselves off from God. Our choice to sin is what breaks the relationship with God. So, once called and we have God's holy spirit, we can develop this relationship. But every time we sin, we break that relationship.
Only by repentance (which is to think differently), only by this repentance can our sins be forgiven because of what God did through Joshua the Messiah, through Christ. So, Passover comes into this. That's the very first picture. A calling, the gift of repentance, the receipt of the holy spirit, then, the most important thing of all, is to accept and understand Passover, what God did through Christ for us. Because it's the only way we can be reconciled.
The purpose of this Atonement sermon is to look at the process of atonement. The title of this sermon, this Atonement sermon, is Spiritual Atonement.
Now, the reason that title is there is because most people think about Atonement only on a physical level, because of fasting and the pain that you've got to go through to fast for that period of time. But the reality is there's a great spiritual meaning on this day, and it's about this process of reconciling to God and what the outcome is. It's just incredible.
But if a person doesn't accept Atonement, accept Joshua the Messiah, the Christ, as our atonement for us, for our sins, can never happen. A person cannot enter Elohim unless they keep Atonement and understand the process that has to be gone through.
The Day of Atonement is about spiritual reconciliation or spiritual restoring of a relationship. So, the only way we can be reconciled with God and be at one with God is through repentance. So that we acknowledge what we are, we see our sins, and we repent of those sins. God says that if we repent and think differently about what we really are like, and think His way, therefore, we can be at one with Him if we agree.
But of course, we sin every day. We are selfish by nature, selfish by design, and the battle is that we have to fight it for the rest of our life. Every single day, every minute of every day, selfishness will pop up out of the blue. Well, we have to fight against it. We have to fight against what goes on in our mind and say we don't want this. And that's how we can be reconciled to God – because we’re fighting self.
Leviticus 23. Now, everyone turns to Leviticus 23 during the Holy Days because they're clearly outlined there, and they are spiritual in design. There are physical instructions but there's also spiritual instructions.
Leviticus 23:26, we'll start with: And the Eternal spoke to Moses, saying, Also, on the tenth day of this month shall be the Day of Atonement. Which is what we're celebrating today. And we are celebrating. Even though we're fasting, we're still celebrating and rejoicing because of what Atonement really stands for, what it pictures – a process of reconciliation so that we can be at one with God forever as a spirit being. That's what the day is really about.
So, it's a commanded assembly. Verse 27—Also on the tenth day of the seventh month, shall be the Day of Atonement; it shall be a holy convocation. Which is a commanded assembly. If we can get together as brethren together before God, fantastic. But there are many who can't and are housebound or have other reasons why they can't be with other people, but they still can assemble before God.
It's a commanded assembly or commanded holy convocation for you. You shall afflict your life. So, this is accomplished through a total physical fast from food and drink. Deny. Humble self.
Now, that's an important thing because even on this day we do this as God commands, but this is what we have to do every single day – deny and humble self. God is right. We are wrong. Straightforward really.
…and offer an offering made by fire to the Eternal. Now, we understand this is accomplished by denying our self. It's a willing (we want to do it); it's a willing sacrifice of our selfishness. We want to deny our self.
Verse 28—And you shall do no work (which is no physical work), on the same day. 24-hour period from sunset to sunset, which is as commanded by God, sunset to sunset. Not a time that we just choose to fast for a 24-hour period; this is from sunset to sunset.
…for it is a day of atonement to make atonement (reconciliation) for you before the Eternal, your God.
Verse 29—For in any person who does not afflict their life… In other words, they're not fasting when they can; they have made a free-will choice not to fast, not to deny self. Because fasting is denying self – because self wants water, self wants food.
…on the same day shall be cut off from his people. Today, what it really is saying… Now, this was physical things, now we're talking about something spiritual. So, if a person chose not to fast, and willingly chose (not because of health issues or anything else), just willingly (it's disobedience to God), willingly chose not to fast, not going to do it, they cut themselves off on a spiritual level. The flow of God's holy spirit will stop, and they cut themselves off and are left to their physical, natural, carnal mind. And that's a horrifying thing…absolutely horrifying.
In other words, God wants to restore a relationship with us. And we do that through humbling ourselves. And it's about a process of repentance. Repentance is humbling ourselves, acknowledging what we’re really like, and we want to restore the relationship that we desire to have with God. We want to restore back to peace and unity with God, and it cannot happen if a person refuses to obey God. It just can't happen.
So, if we refuse to obey God in anything, we're cutting ourselves off, because it's a free-will choice. And anytime sin is revealed to us, because often we live our life like… I know, firsthand experience, that you can live a lot of your life and not see a particular sin, and then God will reveal it. And then what is required? To fight it. But prior to that couldn't fight it because I didn't see it. But now, if you see it, we have to get down and fight it and fight it for the rest of our life while it's there. And generally they're quite ingrained, and it's very difficult; it's a struggle. But that's what life's about. It's meant to be a struggle.
And any person who does any work on the same day… You know, someone who does not rest and does not do God's will, does their own, that person, I (God) will destroy or cause to perish from among His people. Now, that was something physical. We can now look at this as spiritual. A person who will not fight self, will not deny self; eventually, what happens is they give in to something, and yes, they perish. Literally, in from the presence of God because they are taken away from God's Church, God's people. God will cut off their relationship with Him, cut off the flow of His holy spirit. And only by deep personal repentance, which is to think differently, to change the way they think, and God's forgiveness of that rebellion, that sin, can that relationship be restored.
Verse 31—And you shall do no manner of work. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. So, it's everywhere. No matter where we are, this is a command that God has said. It's forever. It's while there is mankind, atonement must take place.
Verse 32—It shall be to you a Sabbath of rest. An annual Sabbath, which we don't work; we rest. …and you shall afflict your lives (fast) on the ninth day of the month at evening, beginning from sundown on the ninth, from the evening to evening. In other words, observe for that whole period, evening, day, until the next time the sun sets. So, it's observed for a full period, all of the tenth. …you shall celebrate your Sabbath.
This Day of Atonement is a spiritual celebration for those called to see spiritual matters. Now, brethren, we've been called to see spiritual matters, so we can see that this Day of Atonement is an exciting day. It really is an incredible day because it offers so much hope for mankind.
God has created a process for us so that we can enter Elohim. And that's what the Day of Atonement is about – it's about a process. This annual Sabbath pictures the entire process covered from Passover to the Feast of Trumpets.
Now, we understand Trumpets sound and we enter into an end-time period that is hopefully short, it's not too long, and mankind will be humbled. And we will know what's going on; they won't. An overview can help us understand the Day of Atonement and the process that has been established in God's desire to create a family.
We have a Great Eternal God with a plan to create a spirit family from physical mankind. Now, if we understand that process, and we do, God's Church does; mankind doesn't. We see it, we understand it; this is such an exciting day. It really is an exciting day! Because we've been offered this opportunity to enter Elohim. Mankind hasn't yet. So, the next 1,100 years, mankind will be offered that opportunity, and they will understand the process by which man can go from the natural carnal mind to a mind like God. Incredible process that we have to go through.
The foundation of God's plan is based on Christ, who would enable a spiritual relationship between God and mankind. Now, that's really talking about Passover. Without Passover, there will be no reconciliation. Blood had to be shed for the sins of mankind – and that was Christ.
The fact is, no human can have a true spiritual relationship with God without God's holy spirit. It's absolutely impossible. Mankind can do whatever he wants. He can take a whip and beat himself and do all these stupid things. That's not what God requires. God requires that we reconcile with Him, to Him, by the fact that accepting what He says and His word is true. And it starts with Passover.
We'll go through… Sometimes we would go through Leviticus 16 to have a look at the physical process of the high priest. Well, we're going to look at Hebrews 7. And I don't know how far we'll get. We will hopefully get through a fair bit of it. Hebrews 7:26, we're going to start.
We understand that Christ is our High Priest, and He is with God the Father. And so, when we read this, it's really Paul writing to the Hebrews explaining the Day of Atonement in many ways. And many of the symbolic things that took place are discussed and tabled here. So, with God's holy spirit, we'll be able to understand a lot more about this process because Christ is our High Priest. He has already fulfilled what the high priest did on a physical level. Well, Christ has done it on a spiritual level for us.
Hebrews 7:26—For such a High Priest (referring to Christ), was fitting for us, holy (he's talking about Christ), innocent, undefiled (which is pure), separate from sinners (because there was no sin in Him), and has become higher than the heavens. So, He has now ascended to be with God the Father, and He is now our High Priest, and He has offered himself once for all.
So, we don't have to go through the killing of animals and all those things that happened, the daily sacrifices and everything else. All of that is gone because we sacrifice self.
Verse 27—who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the peoples; for this He (Christ) did once for all when He offered up himself. So, that's taken place. So, now what is required in the process is the acceptance that Christ has died for our sins, and at the point of baptism all our sins are forgiven. Then the process… Of course, the veil's torn, so we have access to God, so the process really then is about our repentance, the ongoing repentance that is required by us to atone, to build this relationship with God, to be more like God.
Hebrews 8:1. And of course, we're not going to be like God while we're in this flesh. We're going to be a little bit, in the sense of some of the decisions that we make and the power of God's holy spirit in us, and therefore we transform our thinking to be more like God, but that process, if we were really to measure it, to fully understand it, we have a long way to go. No matter how long we've been in the Church or who or what we are, by the power of God's holy spirit, we sin every day. There are little, subtle things that enter our minds, and sometimes we should cut them off a lot quicker than we do.
Hebrews 8:1—Now, this is the main point of the things we are saying... This is Paul writing. We have such a High Priest (Christ), who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heavens. So, Christ is the first from mankind to be born into the Family of God. He is our High Priest. Now, the goal that we all have is that we want to follow that process, which is fight ourselves so that at some point in time God will give us the gift of life in Elohim.
Now, that’s something that we can't earn. It's not by physical effort; it's actually a gift from God. But to receive this gift from God, there are requirements, and it's about atonement. The requirement is to discipline ourselves, deny self, offer sacrifices, which is our self, we offer our self, and that we will follow the process of atonement, to become at one with God so that one day we can be at one with God always.
Verse 2—a minister of the sanctuary – spiritual, which is the Church – and of the true tabernacle, which the Eternal erected, which is made fast, and not man. So, it's God's building. It is God that is building now something, the temple, which we are, and God is building it. And when it's complete, it's going to be magnificent because it's going to be filled with beings that have the mind of God.
Verse 3—And for every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; therefore, it is necessary that this one (referring to Christ) also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest. Why? Because He wasn't from Levi. He was from Judah. …since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law, which could only be done by the Levitical system, Levites.
Verse 5—who serve the copy of the shadow of the heavenly things. And what that's saying is, really, is that the physical is pointing to the spiritual. So, when you look through Leviticus 16, about the Day of Atonement, it's the physical but it's all pointing to something spiritual, which is what we are about. We look at this day on a spiritual level. Even though we fast, which is physical, but everything else, the knowledge of the process, is all spiritual. The world doesn't know it.
I know just reading, I think it was chapter 10 of the book, the new book, it's so exciting. Do you realize that process that is going to be offered to everybody? I'm looking forward to the day it's offered to a lot of people that I am aware of and probably think I'm in a cult or something. But that's irrelevant. That one day they're going to understand this process. And it's so exciting. It's hard, but it's exciting.
…as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make a tabernacle, for He (God) said, See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain. But now He (talking about Christ) has obtained a more excellent ministry inasmuch as He is also mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. Because everything else that was done physically was about an old covenant, which is an old agreement. Well, we have now a new covenant, which is a new agreement, because it's spiritual. Old one's physical; this one's spiritual.
For if the first covenant, which was physical in understanding, had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. Wouldn't be a need. So, if the first one, the sacrificing of animals and all the other rituals they went through, if that was all hunky-dory, so to speak, or if it forgave sin and everything was fine, why would you have to have another one? Well, the reality is all of those bulls and goats and sacrifices and everything else, all the rituals, never got rid of sin. It was only through the death of Joshua, the Messiah, something that God allowed and enabled and planned, that our sins could be forgiven. They were covered. So, there'd be no place (need) for a second one.
Because finding fault with them – that was Israel and humans – He (God) said, Behold, the days are coming, says the Eternal, when I will make a new agreement or a new covenant, which is spiritual, with the house of Israel. Well, now we understand that we understand that agreement. It's there in place. The world doesn't have access to it. A person has to be called, receive the gift of God's holy spirit and ongoing repentance to understand this agreement.
It's now the Church (Israel); physical Israel, now spiritual Israel, the Church. …and with the house of Judah — verse 9—not according to the covenant. So, it's not according to the covenant. …that I made with their fathers in the day where I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. Now, we know what this points to. This points to God taking us by the hand and leading us out of this world so that we can think differently. We are completely separate.
Looking at the world now, it's – my wife uses the term; I don't think we've heard it – “hard to bear.” It's so frustrating; it's just hard to bear the craziness. And you wouldn't think that humans could think this way. And often look at it and think their minds are so damaged. They've just gone so far. And it's actually sad to look out there, and you think this is really sad because you realize they're just more and more…
The longer this goes on, the more and more damage people are doing to themselves. And it's all got to be overcome. If the person hasn't gone too far, they've got to fight themselves and got to fight that thinking. This is a difficult process. It's difficult for us in this world now. We have Satan around and broadcasting to us when we hear things or see things, and the mind triggers over to something. It's a battle. It's not meant to be easy. The secret to it all, of course, is to endure to the end, just keep fighting.
So, God is saying it's not the same as when He took physical humans out of Egypt, took Israel out of Egypt. Well, we’re spiritual Israel and we're coming out of Egypt; we're coming out of this world.
…because they did not continue in my agreement (my covenant), and I disregarded them, says the Eternal. So the old agreement is now null and void. It's gone.
For this is the covenant that I have made, or I will make with the dwelling of Israel after those days. So, all humans with God's holy spirit, this is what it's about. …says the Eternal: I will put my law into their mind, into their thinking. So, that's how we fight self. Because God's given us the knowledge to see sin, and then we can go, “Ah, this is wrong,” and we have knowledge of the law. You know, we have knowledge of the desires we have. We have knowledge of our intent; to look at our intent to say, what is really my intent?
Now, we don't often always do this every day, but often we should stop and think, “Hang on a minute, what's my intent in this process?” Well, the whole world, 1,100 years are going to be required to consider their intent.
…and write them in their hearts (in their thinking). And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Now, that's us, brethren. God is our God, and we are God's people. Isn't that amazing? Out of all of mankind, there are so few of us that are in the Body of Christ that have the truth.
And that's why this day is so exciting. It's only through this process that we're atoning with God – we're in the process of atoning with God now – that we know this, we understand it. And we are God's people, and God loves us. It's just, you know, sometimes words aren't enough to explain when we fully grasp and understand what God has in store for us if we choose to fight self.
Verse 11—None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, Know the Eternal. Because they will know. Because God's going to give access to them through the power of His holy spirit.
…and they shall know me, from the least of them to the greatest. So, that's the potential for mankind. That's why this Day of Atonement is so exciting. The 1,100 years is a time of people learning about atonement, going through the process we are going through.
Verse 12—I will atone for their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more. That's based on repentance. So, when we repent – a spiritual repentance, not a physical one – a spiritual repentance where we see the sin that God has allowed us to see and we acknowledge it and we're disappointed with it and the fact that, “Oh, we've done it,” and know what we've done, we've cut ourselves off from God. Repent quickly. Repent, and God says, He won't remember what that was, what we did wrong. That's an incredible blessing!
Well, people in the future are going to have this opportunity. We have it now.
In that He (God) says, A new covenant, He has made the first obsolete. And now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. It's an amazing thing what we have been given, a calling.
Hebrews 9:1—Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. So, this is talking about the first two-thirds of the tabernacle where the priests used to go in and offer sacrifices.
For a tabernacle was prepared, and the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, the showbread, which is called the sanctuary. And behind the second veil… So, this is where we now can enter. It's an amazing thing if we just understand it. The high priest used to go in once a year to that last third, and when Christ died, the veil was torn from the top to the bottom, so it gave us access to God.
Now, mankind doesn't have access to God because they don't understand all of this. But God has called us and given us the power of His holy spirit so that we can understand it. So, we have access to God 24-hours of a day, every minute, every 60 minutes of every day. It's for the rest of our life.
Now, if we were to put it down to a physical thing, and let's just say there was a tabernacle out there, we'd probably queue up for hours and hours and hours and weeks and weeks and weeks to stand there to get in just to have a look or just to talk to God for two seconds, three seconds. That's what we would sacrifice to do it because that's the way of looking at it physically. People queue up to see the king and queen. People queue up to see the pope.
And you think…we have access to the Eternal God, the Creator of the Universe, whose mind it's difficult to even talk about, to comprehend anything about God, His greatness. He has been there forever, and we've got this temporary physical life, yet we have access to Him because of what Joshua the Messiah did. Yet we have access to God, and yet we neglect it. Talk about stupid.
Verse 13. So, it's all based on repentance. That when we repent, God hears, and if it's genuine, it's forgiven and forgotten.
[Hebrews 8:13]—And He said a new covenant has made the first obsolete. Now, what is becoming obsolete and growing old is vanishing away. It's gone.
So then we have the priests going in on the first two-thirds, and now we talk about the last third, which had the veil.
Hebrews 9:3—and behind the second veil… Torn from top to bottom when Christ died. …the parts of the tabernacle, which is called the Holiest of All, which is the last third. Okay, now this is referring back to what Aaron did on the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 16.
…which had the golden censer and the ark covered, overlaid on the sides with gold, in which there was a golden pot, and had manna (symbolic of spiritual food), Aaron's rod that budded (the truth, which we have), and tables of the covenant. Now, of course, you can write out ten instructions, ten commandments – there are many others associated and extensions of that, all based on loving God and loving mankind. But really, it all boils down to the spirit of the law. So, we can have the last six commandments directed about our relationship with mankind, but the most important part is to look at the spirit of that, the spirit of the law, what that spirit is about.
Now, the first four is a relationship with God. So, when you look at those, it's reasonably easy to define whether a person has a relationship of some type on a spiritual level with God. And you can look at the fourth one, Sabbath is the main one there that we would look to. There's lots of others that are associated. A person tithing and giving offerings, it's demonstrating whether or not the person has a relationship with God, whether they understand their relationship with God.
I could go into that a lot, but it's about seeing ourselves and what's our real motive? What's our spirit, the spirit of the… What's the motive behind why we're doing what we're doing?
Verse 5—And above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the lid or the place of atonement. These things we cannot speak in detail.
Verse 6—Now, when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went in to the first part of the tabernacle performing sacrifices (services). So that's what they did in that first two-thirds.
But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered himself and for the people’s sin in ignorance; the holy spirit indicating this (in other words, making it plain) that the way of the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing.
It was symbolic… It was figurative or figure. It was symbolic of the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered and cannot make him who performed the service perfect with regard to conscience— the thinking of the mind.
Verse 10—concerned only… concerning only or concerned only with foods and drinks and various washings and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. So, this is about the physical pointing to the spiritual.
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come with the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is, not of this [physical] creation. I put the word “physical” in there, “not of this creation,” not of the physical creation because it’s spiritual. This day is a day about understanding spiritual things, an atoning process.
Not with the blood of bulls and goats or goats and bulls, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered himself without spot (without sin) to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Now, that outlines a lot because it's about Passover and the importance of Passover. Because without Passover, we cannot be reconciled to God. It's not actually possible. It's just not.
And for this reason, He (Christ) is the mediator of the new covenant (the new agreement), by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of eternal inheritance. That says it all. That's what the Day of Atonement is about. It's about a reconciling so that one day those called and receive the gift of God's holy spirit, if we do, and we follow and we fight self we can receive the promise of eternal inheritance. It's incredible. We can be spirit beings in the God Family and never, ever sin, ever; just don't think anything like a natural carnal mind.
Drop down to verse 24—For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, copies of the true, but into the heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us. This is all part of Atonement. …and not that He should offer himself often as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another — He then would have had to suffer often. Talking about Christ; He would have to come in, if it was all physical, He would have to keep going and keep dying. …since the foundation of the world. But now, once at the end of the age, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Now, that’s just so beautiful.
So, the whole process is underway, and we're part of it. Now, we know that the firstfruits of God, the 144,000 who return with Christ, will be fully atoned, reconciled to God. They will be at one with God. Now, that's an amazing thing. There's 144,000 that are going to have gone through this whole process, and God will account them to be spirit, never to sin again.
The entire process revealed through Passover, Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Trumpets shows how the 144,000 were able to be born into God's Family, becoming part of the Kingdom of God. And that's soon to take place, and we wait for that day. They will be spirit and have a spirit relationship of peace and total unity with their creator. And now, that's what we're going through. We're going through a process. The Day of Atonement is about the process of reconciliation. And we've entered it, and we're on that journey.
And unfortunately, I know and have known of those that have given up on that process, that atoning process. Because to go through that process, we have to be part of the Body of Christ. And if we're not part of the Body of Christ, we can't have a relationship with God, even though people think that they can. But they can't. It's not possible.
So, the 144,000 will be spirit and have a spiritual relationship with God based on peace and total unity. Although the complete process will have been accomplished in the 144,000, there are billions, billions of people who are yet to be atoned or reconciled to God.
Now, how blessed are we brethren that we at this point in time are in that process? There are very few of us, but we're in that process. It's a wonderful blessing. It's an incredible spiritual knowledge to have that we're actually in this process and going through it. So, the 144,000 have been through the process, and some are still going through it, but they will have completed it when Christ returns.
Now, mankind will have the opportunity of reconciliation with God or the restoring to unity of thinking between two estranged parties. Mankind will have the potential to be like God and to think like God. This will take place over a period of 1,100 years to complete. Once completed, those who have chosen God's way will have an everlasting spiritual relationship with God himself.
I was going to say, when you read things like that, you realize that we could do so much more, brethren, in our communication with God, so much more. Because there's people out there that have no connection to God at all, have no understanding of God, and they'll queue out in the rain and the cold for four or five days just to get a glimpse of someone as they drive past. And yet we have this opportunity to have a relationship with God and can do it any time just simply by talking to Him. And listening to sermons, etcetera, is listening to God. It's, you know, revealing more about Him. And He says we’re to get together and, you know, on Sabbath and listen to a sermon. That's what God's instructing us to do. And that's Him communicating by the power of His holy spirit to our minds.
Now, there is a truth that God has revealed to His Church that covers much of the process of atonement, and it starts off with that truth, it gives the outcome of atonement, which is Truth 56. Now, I want to cover this because it actually is covering the process of atonement and what this day is really about, and the excitement of this day. 
56 (35) Through the power of the holy spirit, Almighty God will “dwell” IN His Family into everlasting life, and they will always dwell IN Him. 
Now, that is the outcome of atonement. We talk about the process, but that statement is the outcome of atonement. That's what atonement is all about, the process to get to this point: “Through the power of the holy spirit, God Almighty will dwell in His Family into everlasting life, and they will always dwell in Him.” That's the outcome of atonement. They will have chosen to be reconciled to God by spiritual repentance. And that's what we're required to do.
This [complete unity of thinking] will be accomplished through the power of the holy spirit that emanates from God, and it will never cease to be “coming into” the lives of all [those] who are in the God Family. 
So, that is the outcome of the Day of Atonement, the process.
This will be a perpetual and continuing process into everlasting life.
Once begotten of God's holy spirit, the flow of the holy spirit can be suppressed and completely removed (cut off) from the begotten person's life.
Now, that's by sin; therefore, repentance and God's forgiveness is needed to restore the spiritual relationship. But, you know, we can be begotten of God's holy spirit, been baptized, receive the holy spirit and have it impregnated into our minds, but we still have the natural mind that has to fight itself. We have to choose to fight against it.
God dwells (…lives) IN the life of a spirit-begotten person (a person of the holy spirit)...
That's what their potential is.
…and they therefore dwell IN Him. 
By being in complete unity with God, who will forgive us if we repent genuinely, spiritually.
Through the power of the holy spirit, the life (nature, truth, Word, way of life) of God begins to dwell in a begotten person’s life…
So here we are physical, but yet God wants to dwell with us as part of the process to get to the outcome of Truth 56.
…(in the spirit essence given to the human mind), helping to change the very way one thinks and lives, from that of selfishness and pride to that of outgoing concern and love toward others.
So, we've got to have this outgoing concern and love towards others, and that's enabled because we might have, don’t have God's spirit, it's impossible. People can reflect certain love, selfish love, because it's about self. But this isn't. This is about God's holy spirit, which will show a genuine concern, the desire for all to enter Elohim.
This power, however, [can be suppressed, and] is suppressed and sometimes cut-off because of sin, as God will not dwell with sin.
So, this is really covering aspects of the Day of Atonement, which is about a process to get to a point to get to be in Elohim.
Once given spirit life in a resurrection from the dead (resurrected from physical life) to spirit life, this process of God dwelling in a “born” person's life ([they're] no longer begotten), and they in Him will never cease nor be interrupted but will be perpetual and continuous into everlasting life.
So what we look for is to be at one with God. That's what the Day of Atonement is about. It's about us being at one with God, which means to be in unity with Him.
Every human being must still go through the same process as those called to be part of the 144,000. So, the 1,100 years, we're going to see millions, and if not billions of people called, receive the gift of God's holy spirit, and then come to understand the process of the Day of Atonement, to become one with God and then to be changed to spirit. The Day of Atonement pictures that entire process.
So, this Day of Atonement is an exciting spiritual knowledge. Even though we fast and can feel uncomfortable and a bit lightheaded and a bit groggy maybe at the end of it all, and happy to see it all over with, but really, it's a fantastic day of knowledge, spiritual knowledge about what its potential is.
The Day of Atonement does picture the process of reconciliation, man to God. Everyone called must choose to be at one in complete unity with God's thinking. Being reconciled to God the Father by the blood of Joshua the Christ begins with Passover.
The natural carnal mind does not agree with God and is not in unity with God's thinking. God created mankind with a hostile nature, selfish nature, for a purpose: reconciliation. So, it's about a choice. We all have the same potential. We have the same opportunity to go through this process, but many give up on it.
Once called, a person must live by faith, which is believe God, and implement it. So, when we live faith, we implement something. We change the way we think. We live it. We live by faith. So we understand things, we believe things, and then we live according to what we believe and yield to the truth provided by God to the government of God on this earth, the Church.
So there are many things that decisions have to be made. Well, if we are in agreement with God and it's God's Church and the government of God makes a decision, and it could be based on a physical matter, has spiritual implications. We should be able to see those things. Every physical decision in the Church has a spiritual connotation, a spiritual connection.
Everyone must come into unity and oneness with God and become at one with Him. We must choose to repent, come out of spiritual Egypt, which is pictured by the Feast of Unleavened Bread. So, when we look at Unleavened Bread, it’s about coming out of sin. So, we identify sin, we see sin, and the leaven in the bread, of course, pictures the pride, the pride of life. The swelling, the rising sin puffs up. Well, Unleavened Bread pictures us coming out of that, wanting to get rid of it.
We then become baptized and receive the impregnation of God's holy spirit which is pictured through Pentecost. As we grow spiritually and overcome our nature, God can begin to transform the way we think and bring us into unity and harmony with His one true way of life. After someone has successfully gone through the entire process, they will be able to be made fully at one with God by a change from mortal to immortal, from physical to spirit, and into the Kingdom of God.
Romans 12:1. We know this scripture well. I therefore implore, or urge you, brethren, by the mercies, which is the compassion of God, that you present, which is yield your bodies (your life) a living sacrifice. So, what's a living sacrifice? That's us. Only somebody called, received the gift of God's holy spirit can become a living sacrifice. But it's still a choice. The choice to sacrifice: in the Old Testament, which animal will I give? God gave guidelines on that. But which animal will I sacrifice? Which will I give? Well, we have to put to death our wants. We are to deny self. Now, that's the sacrifice. It's a spiritual sacrifice. Animal sacrifice? We still sacrifice. Put it into connotation, we tell people that in the world, they’ll think we're crazy.
We sacrifice self. We deny self, what self wants. Often self will think of something, and then we can pull it up and we deny self. We deny it. So, we deny self.
…holy, which is pure intent, acceptable to God (pleasing to God) as your reasonable (logical) service. So, what does God want from us? God wants to see humility. Well, a humble person is someone who's willing to sacrifice self. It's not possible to not sacrifice self and be humble. It's not going to happen. It's this denying of self, self-desire, self-will, opinions – all have to be put to death, got to be gotten rid of. That's the sacrifice. Then that is pleasing to God because we're sacrificing ourselves because of God.
Verse 2—Do not become conformed, in other words, take sides with, or fashion to it. Don't be fashioned to it to become like it. …to this world. When you look at the world, there's so much evil going on. And the political system and every government system, and you realize it's in every component. No matter what you want… Look at the armed forces or the police force or doctor; it's everything is political. There's always somebody is above somebody else and is oppressing them, and “I better not do this because it might cause this and I might not get promoted and…” It's the whole system is so corrupt. It's in every aspect of the world. It is riddled with it.
So, we're not to be conformed to this world, or in other words, take sides or to become like it, …but become transformed. We have to change, transform by the renewing or the renovating of the mind. Because that's what Atonement's about. It's about this renovation that's got to take place. Got to take one lot of rubbish out and put in something good, God's word. Renovation of your mind, or the renewing of your mind by the way we think. Our thinking must be changed towards proving what is a good and acceptable and perfect/complete will of God.
We are to become in full agreement with God, and then when we do, we are one with God; we agree with God, the Day of Atonement, at one, to be at one with God.
The Kingdom of God is the Family of God. The Kingdom of God will be composed of spirit beings who were once physical, but they have chosen to be at one with God in their physical life, and therefore, God will put them in His Family to be at one with God for all eternity. That's marvelous what this day pictures.
There's also another aspect of the Day of Atonement, and that is Satan and his reign with the demonic evil angels. Although the Day of Atonement pictures an entire process of reconciliation, of being fully atoned or at one with God or to God, it also pictures the fulfillment of another great event that will picture, and primarily pictures, the end of Satan's rule or his influence and the fact that he is willing to sin. That's his desire, to cause mankind to sin, to encourage them to sin.
Well, he's going to be completely removed from mankind. And that's the aspect of Leviticus 16, which is talking about the two goats and how the goats are chosen, and God has to choose Christ, and the goat is put into the wilderness, the other one. Well, we understand that is symbolic of Satan who will be removed completely from mankind at the end of 7,100 years.
We know when Christ returns, after six thousand years, that Satan and his evil angels will be restricted or put in an abyss, a place of restraint — they will be restrained from broadcasting — and is released at the end of the hundred years.
So, when Christ returns, there's going to be a change to mankind, 1,100 years where mankind can be at one with God. It's a choice. They're going to have to learn what the Day of Atonement is about. It's this process of reconciliation to God so that they can be at one with Him.
When Christ rules over all the earth with the 144,000 who were resurrected with Him, and He stands on the Mount of Olives, we're going to see an incredible change take place because mankind will have the opportunity to be reconciled to God. That's what the Day of Atonement is about. Therefore, this is why at the beginning of the sermon I said this is a time of great rejoicing. It really is a time of great rejoicing. It's not a day of mourning, “Woe is me,” because we're fasting. This is a day of great spiritual excitement because mankind will have the opportunity to become at one with God and be in His Family.
The Day of Atonement also pictures the removal of Satan, which we've talked about, from the presence of God. The Day of Atonement pictures a time when Satan and his demons will no longer have part of any future of God with His family. There'll be no continuing life; Satan has an end.
Just working towards a conclusion here, brethren. This day pictures the atoning process, and it's so exciting, the process whereby mankind can be reconciled to God. Now, we are in that process, and we should strive now, particularly now, strive harder than ever. The access to God that we have is just incredible. Mankind doesn't. Mankind doesn't have access to God.
There are people, I am sure, that pray in genuine sincerity that possibly God would consider, according to His will and purpose, as an outcome. The outcome we know. We know what man has to go through now so that they can have a relationship with God. At the moment, they can't, but we can. We can. We are in this process now.
Soon, all mankind will have the opportunity to be reconciled to God. It's just incredible. Mankind will have the potential to think like God. This will take place over the 1,100 years until it is complete, and it's complete when God has a family, and everything else that is in resistance to Him is destroyed.
Once completed, those that have chosen God's way will have an everlasting spiritual relationship with God himself. So, we look forward, brethren, to the Day of Atonement being completed—completed—and God has established a spirit family. And what He has for us is just mind-blowing. The fact that we understand that God has revealed that all the planets and everything else that is out there is for His Family, well, the choice of whether we want to be atoned with God lies clearly with us and is based on our spiritual repentance.
So, I hope that today you have a great day as far as the Day of Atonement.
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